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THE NATIONAL MEDAL OF SCIENCE,~HE NATION'S HIGHEST AWARD 

FOR ACHIEVEMENT IN SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING\TO 1.:.:_ 

DISTINGUISHED AMERICANS. .. -e-··w~· ' 

r 

/ 
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AS ALL 8F ';'et:IIOJ8'1/, SOME HAVE RECENTLY . -
RAISED DOUBTS ABOUT AMERICA•s CONTINUING LEADERSHIP 

IN THE FAMILY OF NATIONS. 

THOSE DOUBTS WERE SURELY PUT TO REST THIS -
MORNING. 
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THREE MORE AMERICANS TODAY WERE NAMED 

RECIPIENTS OF THE 1976 NOBEL PRIZES• AMERICANS 

HAVE NOW SWEPT THE 1976 PRIZES IN ECONOMICS\ 
.-. 

MEDICIN~HYSICS AND CHEMISTRY\MA~~ THE 

FIRST TIME IN HISTORY THAT A SINGLE COUNTRY HAS 

BEEN THE HOME OF ALL OF THESE WINNERS. 
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SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF A PROUD AND GRATEFUL 

NATION, I WANT TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SALUlE :=a p 

THE SIX OUTSTANDING AMERICANS WHO HAVE EARNED 
ts -

TtliS QISTINCTIONe THEY HAVE CONTRIBUTED IMMENSELY 

TO THEIR PROFESSIO~THEIR COUNTR,AND TO ALL 

MANKIND. 



NOW LET ME TURN TO THE MATTER AT HAND. ONE 

OF THE PRIVILEGES OF AN AMERICAN PRESIDENT IS TO 

PERSONALLY PRESENTTHE NATIONAL MEDAL OF SCIENCE\ 

THE NATION'S HIGHEST AWARD FOR ACHIEVEMENT IN 

SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING. THIS AFTERNOON IT IS MY 

PLEASURE TO PRESENT THIS AWARD TO 15 DISTINGUISHED 

AMERICANS. 
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THIS AFTERNOON I HAVE TI-lE' PI!EA~~~f! OF SHARING 

IN TWO EVENTS THAT REFLECT GREAT CREDIT UPON THE 

UNITED STATES IN OUR BICENTENNIAL YEAR. 

THE FIRST INVOLVES THE LATEST ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BY THE NOBEL PRIZE SELECTION COMMITTEE. 
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THEY ARE JOIN lNG A VERY SELECT GROUP OF MEDAL OF 

SCIENCE AWARD WINNERS WHO HAVE ACHIEVED RECOGNITION SINCE 

--·-·- -
1962, t •• FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO KNOWLEDGE IN -..... 
THE PHYSICAL, BIOLOGICAL, MATHEMATICAL AND ENGINEERING 

SC IENCES.I. • 
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THE RECIPIENTS WE HONOR TODAY HAVE ADDED TO OUR -
UNDERSTANDING OF THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT.. THEY HAVE 

lt:J.CREASED OUR PRODUCTIVITY IN AGRICULTURE. THEY HAVE 
- LliLiWII1 -

IMPROVED OUR NATION'S HEALTH. -
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THEY HAVE HELPED BRING NEW ENERGY SOURCES WITHIN OUR REACHe 

AND THEY HAVE MADE CONTRIBUTIONS IN MATHEMATICS AND ITS 

APPLICATIONS THAT WILL PERMIT FURTHER PROGRESS IN COMPUTER -
TECHNOLOGY AND SYSTEMS RESEARCH. 
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THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS UNDERSCORE THE IMPORTANCE OF 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH ITSELF. THE FREEDOM AND THE MEANS TO 

QUEST I ON AND EXPLORE ARE NOT JUST BRANCHES OF THE AMERICAN - .... 

EXPERIENCE \THEY~ AT ITS VERY ROOTSe 
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THE D I S~E RY OF rn IS CONTINENT \ n-IE Jll RJtl OF rn IS 

N~TI<~ \WERE THE RESULTS OF EXPERIMENT AND EXPLORATI ONe 

FOR TWO HUNDRED YEARS, THIS NATION'S STRENGTH HAS BEEN IN 

ITS ECONOMIC HEALrn~TS MILITARY SECURITY AND(rnE GENERAL 

WELL-BEING OF ITS PEOPLE \ AND n-IES~N TURN,\HAVE 

DEPENDED ON n-IE INTELLECT AND CREATIVITY OF AMERICA'S INVENTOR~ 

SCI ENTI ST\ AND ENG I NEERSe 
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OUR FOUNDERS BELIEVED THAT THE IDEAS OF SUCH INQUIRING 

MEN AND WOME~ENCOURAGED AND PROTECTED BY A FREE SOCIElY, 

w_oU._LD==P:RO=D~UCE BE_tJEFI!: EXTENDING TO ~LL ITS PEO\_Lfe 

THROUGHOUT OUR HISTORY, THIS BELIEF HAS BEEN 

JUSTIFIED. TIME AND TIME AGAIN, THE RESULTS OF SCIENTIFIC 

RESEARCH HAVE CAPTURED OUR IMAGINATION, BETTERED OUR 
. ~~------

CONDITION~ND, RAIS~ OUR EXPECTATIONS FOR THE FUTURE. 
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TODAY MORE THAN EVER, A STRONG NATIONAL EFFORT IN 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT IS CRITICALLY IMPORTANT TO STRENGTHEN 

OUR ECONOMY AND OUR DEFENSE, AND TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF 

tuJZ...;~y ... ,#l,_;;a .. 
LIFE FOR ALL AMERICANS. T1ilf .irat I HAVE WORKED TO 

......... # .. 

BOLSTER OUR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS IN ORDER TO . -
ACHIEVE OUR NATIONAL GOALS. 



~~~~~;« '! 
J{· DESPITE TIGHT FISCAL CONSTRAINTS, MY 1977 BUDGET 

,...,.(,NCLUDED REQUESTS FOR AN ELEVEN PERCENT INCREASE IN FEDERAL 

FUND lNG FOR R & De WE HAVE INCREASED OUR SUPPORT OF 

BASIC RESEARCH -- TO ENLARGE THE FUND OF BASIC KNOWLEDGE 

SO NECESSARY FOR SCIENTIFIC AND ENGINEERING PROGRESS. 



fu;'J;l~ ~ .,_ ~~~It f. R~ 
'l4J}HAVE ESTABLISHED A NEW OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY POLICY IN THE WHITE HOUSE, DESIGNED TO BRING TO 
lt, F ,_. 
,~ .. 

THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT TIMELY ADVICE ON HOW 
,J 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CAN HELP US DEAL WITH NATIONAL 

PROBLEMS. 

t,a...'" Rk lJw~ 

~~~~ ~~ 
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THE MEN AND WOMEN DEVOTING THEMSELVES TO SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY -- IN OUR UN IVERS ITI , OUR INDUSTRIAL 

LAB~RATOR~S, ~R PR~VATE _AND PUBLIC RESEARCH CENTERS -

CONTINUE TO DESERVE AMERICA'S SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT. 

THEREFORE I AM PROUD TO AWARD THESE FIFTEEN NATIONAL 

~DALS Of SCIENCE !_0DAY \AND TO EXTEND MY GRATITUDE AND 

MY CONGRATULATIONS TO THE AWARD WINNERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

END OF TEXT 

\)_O_cr_O_R ___ ST_.;;;E.-.V..;....E.:-R.. , WOULD )'OU '?LrJ\c;'E 

r'RESE ~ 

TrlE 1\WA-RDS - -

(MO'Jt TO ~OUR ~\&\-\T) 




