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TWO DAYS AGO IN MIAMI, I DECLARED A MAJOR NEW - ·- ' ·--
ESCALATION IN AMERICA'S WAR ON CRIME. I OUTLINED PLANS: 

TO COMPLETELY REVISE THE FEDERAL CRIMINAL CODE; 
····"'<• ---~-

TO EXPAND THE SUCCESSFULLY DEMONSTRATED 

"CAREER CRIMINAL" PROGRAM; . -. ._, 
•ff ·,"""'-o'o. 

-- TO IMPOSE MANDATORY SENTENCES FOR CERTAIN --- ·~ ,. . .. -.. -..._ -
FEDERAL CRIMES; 

-- AND TO TAKE OTHER STEPS TO HELP MAKE THE 
_.- .... ..__ r . ~__,;-

FEDERAL FIGHT AGAINST CRIME A MODEL FOR STATE AND LOCAL 
........ k .... ~ • .-... ••• - ,-.-~ ....,.. ... _-.~~ 

EFFORTS THROUGHOUT THE NATION • 

• 
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THERE IS NO MORE IMPORTANT WORK TO BE DONE IN OUR 
~.-,..,.,_ ""*""" uw:n ...,... .......-~,-· ,--~~ .... ,,.,. 

SOCIETY THAN ENSURING DOMESTIC TRANQUILLITY,\ AS THE 
.-.. ............. ~~,..,.... ______ ,Q_.~~"'MM-~~--""""~--... -............. ~-.._-_,___._ \ . --.. ..--

' CONSTITUTION DEMANDS,· AND PROTECTING THE LIVES AND PROPERTY . --~...... .. ' . ..........._ .... ,.. __ . ......, 

' \ 
OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLEe 

THIS MEANS THAT AMERICA'S 600 THOUSAND FEDERAL, 
·~ ~· -~ ...:. . .,,~~ 

STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS ARE AMONG OUR MOST ........... 

IMPORTANT AND VAWABLE C ITIZENSe 
• 

GRATITUDE, MORE THAN PRAISEe , -- -=- ---------- WE OWE THEM AND THEIR .,. .. , ... ,:: ....... 

FAMILIES THE FULLEST MEASURE OF PROTECTION THAT WE CAN - _,___ -.:. .----. ...._.. 

PROVIDE THEMe . ------

• 
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WE ARE NOW PROV ID lNG THE MOST SOPHISTICATED 

EQUIPMENT,\ TilE BEST TRAIN INh, TilE GREATEST FINANCIAL AND 
• ........ \ ·- __ ,...... : fl!':<'' ~ ' ,........., 

MORAL SUPPORT WE CANe 

BUT IT lS THESE COURAGEOUS MEN AND WOMEN THEMSELVES 

WHO STAND ON THE FRONT LINES OF AMERICA'S WAR ON CRIME. . ---~ ........ ~-" ____ ,,,..,....... .....,,. 
_....,-" . -~ .......... 

THEY TAKE THE RlSKSe THEY SUFFER THE INJURlESe 
·~·,o,,..,..,...._ 

...... "--~~ 
.......... -,~ 

llflll'!:- ··,o·.....__, 

THEY ARE THE ONES WHO LAY THEIR LIVES ON THE LINE EVERY DAY --- .... 
F"'\ .. .... 

FOR THE REST OF USe 
.,.__ -
lN 1975, 126 POLICE OFFICERS WERE Kl LLED IN THE LINE _.,...,-__ ,..,...'""" _ _..,,,.,.~,----.C.---- •.. 

4'1 
OF DUTYe FORTY-NiNE MORE WERE KILLED lN THE FIRST - ·-
~ 

FOUR MONTHS OF THIS YEARe 
... -

• 
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VIOLENT DEATH HAS ALSO CLAIMED ITS GRIM TOLL OF 
~-~---, •''""''""""~' .. '·'·-- -·· ~-.- .... .._~\~ ... -; --~ .. , ' -· 

FIREFIGHTERS AND OTHER PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS WHOSE COURAGE 

THERE IS NO WAY WE CAN FULLY COMPENSATE FOR THIS 
(I''' ____ ,..,.,.,. • ··.{-;..'_,,;,~ 

··--.... 

LOSS OF LIFE IN THE PU BLIC 1S SERV ICEe BUT WE HAVE A CLEAR 
••• '-~ 9"· _,~ 

·.- .. ..,... ..-·"··----., __ ~ 

OBLIGATION TO HELP AS MUCH AS WE CANe .. 

. - -:HE CO:G~SS ~AS PASS~ THE~3~. 
.. ,___, 

THE PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERs• BENEFITS ACT OF 1976e 
':' 

• 



-5-

THIS LEGISLATION PROVIDES THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WILL PAY ... -.., .•. -,.,.,,,_,, .. _,.-,,,~ ~ ··----_., .... ....._~ 

A 50 THOUSAND DOLLAR BENEFIT TO THE SURVIVING DEPENDENTS 
-······~-----,...,~ 

OF PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS WHO ARE KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY. 
t."• • ·•-·•·· -~~--x,.,,.........,._ ... ~ .~~-·-.... •· •• ''"•'<'r,-.-.....-.. 

THIS INCWDES NOT ONLY POLICEMEN~; BUT FIREMEN,\ 
-~--.------ . .,... ........... ~ > 

\, t 

PRISON GUARDS, PAROLE AND PROBATION OFFlCERS AND 
.. ._.- . ..._, I' ' " _ ........ , ., ........ ~ . ......--.• ...--

\ 

COURT OFFICIALS • 
• ·-

THlS ACT DEMONSTRATES THE ESTEEM OF A FREE SOCIETY ......... -.. -
FOR THOSE WHOM lT ENTRUSTS WITH OUR PUBLIC AND PERSONAL 

·-""""'-' 

SAFETY. 

WITH G]EAT PRIDE AND PLEASURE, I WILL NOW SIGN 
-~.........- '. 

THIS ACT lNTO LA We 

END OF TEXT 

• 




