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STATEMENT BY THE PRES I DENT ON SWINE FLU 

I HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING WITH GREAT CONCERN THE 

INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE CAUSE OF THE TRAGIC OUTBREAK OF ILLNESS -· 
IN PENNSYLVANIA THIS PAST WEEKe ALL AMERICANS JOIN ME, 

t-.tifJll!f.; IN THEIR SYMPATHY FOR THE f.!\MILIES OF THE MORE THAN 
_.._ _ _,_..--,,:-· , . .,.,.,_ A ----........... ---

20 PEOPLE WHO HAVE D lED -- AND THEIR HOPE FOR THE SPEEDY 
-

-- -
THE RESULT OF SWINE FWe ~~T US REMEMBER ON: llii~G: 

THEY COULD HAVE BEENe THE THREAT OF SWINE FLU OUTBREAK --
THIS YEAR IS STILL VERY GENU I NEe DATA FROM THE SCIENTIFIC 

COMMUNITY STILL CLEARLY SUPPORTS THE NEED FOR A FULL-SCALE -
INOCULATION PROGRAM. 

• 
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CLINICAL TESTS CONDUCTED TO DATE CLEARLY DEMONSTRATE --
THAT THE VACCINE IS BOTH SAFE AND EFFECTIVE. THERE IS NO 

-11 L -..---.-c-t:.'-~ ~'-- --
EXCUSE TO LET THE LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM THAT I PROPOSED SEVEN WEEKS 

AGO \ A f.RQ~-~ THAT CE_~,~~.;_£1_~RD THE ~IVE~ OF MANY, 

MANY AMERICANS \ B~D A~~ON_~ERe 

H.E.W. SECRETARY MATHEWS AND THE LEADERS OF CONGRESS -- ., .... _...-- .... 

REPORTED TO ME ON WEDNESDAY THAT AFTER LONG HOURS OF HEARINGS\ 
........ -:.=-- 01< .- ____....,------- ~ .,....... - .,., ":\ 

1 

D~~s\ AND ~~?!I_~NS, <:_QN_GRESS WO\JlJbn~y .~CT 
YESTERDAY TO PASS LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE SWINE FW VACCINE 

,....,......... - .......... l ........ .., ... , .. ,~~..,,><,..., ...... _-- ... 

TO ALL THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. -- NEEDLESS TO SAY, I WAS KEENLY 
-:::::=~. =· --

DISAPPOINTED TO LEARN LAST EVENING THAT THE NEWS FROM THE DOCTORS ___ .,..,..; .l ........ 
-

IN PENNSYLVANIA HAS LED TO ANOTHER SLOWDOWN IN THE CONGRESS. --

• 
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1 AM FRANKLY DUMBFOUNDED THAT CONGREss\ WHICH TOOK 
-· fi!C .. c.":"'~'••·c·:~-=-=:.= - -·---C'''C'<-- \, 

THE TIME AND EFFORT TO ENACT ILL-ADVISED LEGISLATION TO EXEMPT , 
ITS OWN MEMBERS FRO~STATE INCOME TAXES\ ~~D TO 

ACT TO PROTECT 215 MILLION AMERICANS FROM THE THREAT OF 

SWINE FLU. DRUG MANUFACTURERS HAVE PRODUCED OVER 

100 MILLION DOSES OF SWINE FLU VACCINE IN BULK FORM, BUT 

THE VACCINE HAS NOT BEEN PREPARED IN SUITABLE DOSAGE FORM, 
~m ~ -

PEND lNG ACTION BY THE CONGRESS • 

• 
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BECAUSE OF THESE LEGISLATIVE DELAYS, WE ARE~ AT THIS 
••• ~c<-:~~·;,.•,., .... ~~~=.ll;!flit"li& .,.,.,.., \\ 

MOMENT~T LEAST SIX WEEKS AWAY FROM Bf~NG AN 

EFFECTIVE INOCULA Tl ON PROGRAM. HAD CONGRESS ACTED .. 
•---....;,;;; 

PROMPTLY AFTER I SUBMITTED MY PROPOSAL, WE WOULD HAVE 
.,~;t ,., --. .......... ----~ 

BEEN IN A POSITION TO DISPATCH SHIPMENTS OF VACCINE TODAY. 
•••••• -.. J 

1 .......... ~ 
~ ..... ...,_ .. ,..,,,... ....... --~ 

• 
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FURTHER DELAY ON THIS URGENTLY NEEDED LEGISLATION 

IS U~J~~_goN~BlEe I CALL ON THE CONGRESS TO__A~T NO!' ~-
..,.,...' t ..,...., 

~FOR~.I.TS NEX_! REC.ESS\ SO THAT THE ~EAL.f!i OF THE A~RIC}\N 

PEOPLE WILL BE FULLY PROTECTED. 

--
END OF TEXT 

• 
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I AM FRANKLY DUMBFOUNDED THAT THE CONGRESS HAS FAILED 

TO ACT IN THE FACE OF SUCH A CLEAR-CUT NEED. DRUG 

N\ANUFACTU RERS HAVE PRODUCED OVER 100 Ml LLION DOSES OF 

SWINE FLU VACCINE IN BULK FORM, BUT THE VACCINE HAS NOT BEEN 

PREPARED IN SUI TABLE DOSAGE FORM, PEND lNG ACTION BY THE 

CONGRESS. 

BECAUSE OF THESE LEGI9lATIVE DELAYS, WE ARE, AT THIS 

MOMENT, AT LEAST SIX WEEKS AWAY FROM BEGINNING AN EFFECTIVE 

INOCULATION PROGRAM. HAD CONGRESS ACTED PROMPTLY AFTER 

I SUBMITTED MY PROPOSAL, WE WOULD HAVE BEEN IN A POSITION 

TO DISPATCH SHIPMENTS OF VACCINE TODAYe 

• 




