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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN....

ACKNOWLEDCEMENTS
OLYMPIC DELEGATION

DISTINGUISHED ATHLETES AND GUESTS

MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION ON OLYMPIC SPORTS

LADIES AND GENT LEMEN

L e Wl fput

D

I AM PROUD TO WELCOME YOU\

PS——

by;mw&mw\m TO THE

WHITE HOUSEe

LESS THAN A MONTH AGO,\N*P_LATTSBURQH\

| CONGRATULATED YOU ON MAKING THE OLYMPIC TEAMe

-




13

| WISHED YOU GOOD LUCK BEFORE YOU LEFT FOR MONTREALs

STR—

I‘\_I_(_)__ | AM HAPPY TO WELCOME YOU BACK\AND TO CONGRATULATE

R

L

YOU ONCE AGAIN \THIS TIME FOR HAVING DONE A MAGNIFICENT

SEEE—

JOBe

[ .

-Ib-

s

| HOPE ¥@8 ATHLETES HAVE HAD ACHANCE TO REST UP

AE——

IN THE LAST FEW DAYSe LET ME SAY YOU WERE NOT ALONE

IN YOUR FEATS OF STRENGTH AND STAMINAe

S ——
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MILLIONS OF AMERICANS ARE NOW RECOVERING FROM MARATHON

A ——————————

SESSIONS WITH THEIR TV SETSe

S ——

HERIATHEMF WE WATCHED YOU AND YOUR TEAMMATES

"

RACK UP 94 MEDALS&« TRULY OUTSTAND ING PERFORMANCEe

-3-

0
P —

SGREE=9F YOU WON GOLD, \SILVER\OR BRONZE -\SOME OF YOU

SET RECORDS -- \BUT YO ALL GAVE YOUR UTMOST EFFORT,\AND ON

S————— —

BEHALF OF ALL AMERICANS [ WANTFA=SAY WE ARE VERY, VERY

PROUD OF YOUe




-4-

YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS ARE ALL THE MORE IMPRESSIVE FOR THE

FACT THAT YOU WERE UP AGAINST SOME ATHLETES WHOSE TRAINING

IS SUBSIDIZED IN VARIOUS WAYS BY THEIR GOVERNMENTSe

IN THIS COUNTRY, IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN UP TO THOSE WITH TALENT
— = SR ———

TO MAKE THEIR OWN WAY IN TRAINING AND PREPARING FOR THE

m

HIGHEST LEVEL OF COMPETITIONe
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OUR BELIEF IN THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE ATHLETE, AND THE

IMPORTANCE OF THE AMATEUR TRADITION, HAS HELD US BACK

n—

FROM ALL-OUT GOVERNMENT SUPPORTe  —WWEDRO-NOT-WANT

a - | R A f} )
LUFRNALLT [ HIANL Ll meedt S (X -~y ®

e

AS ONE OF YOUR TEAMMATES SAID SO WELL --

SER——

"l WOULDN'T TRADE MY PERSONAL FREEDOM FOR ALL THE RECORDS

IN THE WORLDe"

M

AT THE SAME TIME, | BELIEVE THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
—————

“CAN DO MORE TO HELP ATHLETICALLY TALENTED YOUNG AMER ICANS

¥

ACHIEVE THEIR VERY BEST AT THE OLYMPICSe
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EARLIER THIS YEAR | PROPOSED LEGISLATION TO

v e——,

PROVIDE FUNDING FOR PERMANENT WINTER SPORTS FACILITIES

AT LAKE PLACID, TO BE USED FOR THE 1980 WINTER OLYMPICS,

AND THEREAFTER TO TRAIN FUTURE AMERICAN CHAMPIONSe

G ———

~0a

| FEH8K WE CAN DO MORE THAN THAT, HUOWEYER.,

IN THE LONG RUNe THEREFORE | AM ASKING THE CONGRESS TO

————

EXTEND THE LIFE OF MY COMMISSION ON OLYMPIC SPORTS UNTIL

e

“

JANUARY OF NEXT YEARe




={()-

IN THAT TIME | ASK THE COMMISSION NOT ONLY TO ADDRESS THE

PROBLEM OF SPORTS ORGANIZATION IN THE UNITED STATES,

BUT ALSO TO RECOMMEND AN EFFECTIVE MECHANISM FOR FUNDING

L

THE TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT OF OUR OLYMPIC Gimk&S

ATHLETESe

-

OTHER COUNTRIES HAVE FOUND CREATIVE IDEAS OTHER

THAN GOVERNMENT FUND INGe I AM CONFIDENT\ WE WILL FIND WAYS

IN WHICH AMERICAN ATHLETES CAN BE PROVIDED THE MEANS FOR

PR —

OLYMPIC TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT, WHILE PRESERVING THEIR

L et

AMATEUR STAND INGe

/

(———————




-12-

THIS YEAR'S OLYMPIC GAMES HAD THEIR_SHARE OF
- e

CONTROVERSYe INTERNATIONAL POLITICS SOMETIMES THREATENED
~ - —

TO OVERSHADOW ATHLETIC ACHIEVEMENT,

IN THE LAST WEEK OR TWO WE HAVE EVEN HEARD SOME

L el SRS
A

PEOPLE CALLING FOR THE OLYMPIC FLAME TO BE EXTINGUISHED

—— o

-

PERMANENTLYe | STRONGLY DISAGREE,
o aua— —

13-

| AM CONFIDENT THAT THE OLYMPIC GAMES CAN BE

FREED FROM WORLD POLITICS IN THE FUTURE, REVIVING THE

- ] L
R

SPIRIT OF SACRED ARMISTICE WHICH PREVAILED AT THE ORIGINAL

’ — L ]

GAMES hhiY HUNDREDS OF YEARS AGOe

——
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I AM CONFIDENT THAT IN THE LONG RUN THE LARGER

R

ARE———

VIEW WILL PREVAIL -- THAT A GREAT ATHLETIC PERFORMANCE IS A

——

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT BEFORE IT IS A NATIONAL ACH IEVEMENTe

—

WHATEVER THEIR NATIONALITY, ALL ATHLETES ARE WORKING AGAINST

THE SAME PHYSICAL AND MENTAL CONSTRAINTS OF THE HUMAN

L

BODY -- OF_GRAVITY ANDQE T|MEe

W9 THE CHALLENGES ALL ATHLETES FACE IN COMMON ARE MORE
e e ccrm——

M

IMPORTANT THAN THE BOUNDARIES WHICH DIVIDE THEMe
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THAT IS THE TRUE SPIRIT OF THE OLYMPIC GAMESe ITIS IN

b e P

THAT SPIRIT THAT | PLEDGE OUR EFFORTS TO ENSURE THAT IN THE 1980

FP AR —— R ———

T e

OLYMPICS,\WHICH WE WILL BE HOSTING AT LAKE PLACID& -- POLITICS

- DA

T

l WILL BE KEPT OUT OF THE ARENAe WE WILL WELCOME EVERY TEAM

g RECOGNIZED BY THE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE,

1 —— - T
it

T A

ATTEMPTS TO USE THE OLYMPIC GAMES FOR

S——

INTERNATIONAL POWER POLITICS WILL ULTIMATELY BACKFIREe

RS T———

EER———— ———
h

OUR FRIEND JESSE OWENS\-IERE WITH US TODAY,\’ROVED THATe
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IN 1936 WHEN ADOLF HITLER WAS TRYING TO TURN

[ AP ———
s,

THE GAMES INTO A SPECTACLE THAT WOULD GLORIFY THE RACIST

L
W ——
S

DOGMAS OF HIS NAZI STATE, THERE WAS A STRONG MOVEMENT IN

SRR ———

THIS COUNTRY AGAINST OUR PARTICIPATION IN THE GAMESe

-|8-

AS IT TURNED OUT, U.S. PARTICIPATION IN THOSE OLYMPICS

PROVIDED A SHARP REBUKE OF HITLER'S RACIST RUBBISHe

ERS——— o
E

FIVE BLACK AMERICAN ATHLETES WON EIGHT GOLD MEDALS IN TRACK

AND FIELDe
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ONE AMERICAN ATHLETE IN PARTICULAR PROVED THAT

SEnema—

EXCELLENCE KNOWS NO RACIAL OR POLITICAL LIMITSe THAT MAN

IS JESSE OWENSe

ﬁ

| DON'T HAVE TO TELL YOU ABOUT HIS PHENOMENAL

ATHLETIC CAREERe

—
-20-

WL‘

| WAS A STUDENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN WHEN

——

JESSE OWENS WAS A STUDENT AT OHIO STATEe

S ————
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| SAW JESSE AT A BIG TEN TRACK MEET IN ANN ARBOR, \ON A SINGLE

Sussaman® -
o S

DAY IN MAY\ BREAK THREE WORLD RECORDS AND TIE A FOURTH.

Lo — [ st e

HIS PERFORMANCE THAT DAY IN THE RiehkdX6 BROAD JUMP -- 26 FEET,

AR
Avgmy

8-1/4 INCHES -- WAS NOT EQUALLED FOR 25 YEARSe

NI ram-%

IT WAS A TRIUMPH I'LL NEVER FORGETe
R o e —-

-22-

IN THE 1936 OLYMPICS, JESSE OWENS WON NO=HESS—FHAN

S——

FOUR GOLD MEDALS -- -RERMINS=N THE 100 METERS) THE 200 METERS
- _ —

THE 400 METER RELAY AND THE BROAD JUMPe
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HE PERSONALLY ACHIEVED WHAT NO STATESMAN)

S ————

JOURNALIST\OR GENERAL ACHIEVED AT THAT TIME -- HE FORCED

\ AL

S———— —————

ADOLF HITLER TO LEAVE THE STADIUM, RATHER THAN ACKNOWLEDGE

—————

THE SUPERB VICTORIES OF A BLACK AMERICANe

-

-24-

FIFTEEN YEARS LATER, REVISITING THAT SAME STADIUM,

R
SRR

JESSE OWENS RECEIVED A STANDING OVATION WHEN HE URGED HIS

a————
Sa——— AS———

AUD IENCE TO "STAND FAST WITH US FOR FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY'"

R

GIANTS LIKE JESSE OWENS SHOW US WHY POLITICS WILL

R ——

NEVER DEFEAT THE OLYMPIC SPIRITe
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JESSE=oWENRS' CHARACTER AND ACHIEVEMENTS HAVE

CONTINUED TO INSPIRE AMERICANS AS THEY DID THE WORLD

IN 1936e HE BROUGHT HIS OWN TALENTS INTO THE SERVICE

L Y
E———— A ———

OF OTHERSe

27-

AS A SPEAKER,\ AN AUTHOR AND A COACH,\ HE HAS INSPIRED

e——  \ e n— /——'
————

MANY YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN TO ACHIEVE THEIR VERY BEST --

WTE———

-

FOR THEMSELVES AND FOR AMERICAe
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AS AN AMERICAN WHO ROSE FROM POVERTY TO A POSITION

EER— —

OF LEADERSHIP, HE HAS MOTIVATED OTHERS TO MAKE THE MOST

S

OF WHAT AMERICA HAS TO OFFERe

W

JESSE OWENS IS A MODEST MANe HE MAY WONDER WHY

s e————

| AM SINGING HIS PRAISES TODAYe JNOOE, -SOUSimNGIaNSEnIC

-54-
JESSE; WOULD YOU PLEASE COME UP AND JOIN ME FOR A MOMENTe

d———
\ Smnma—

THIS AFTERNOON, JESSE, IT IS MY GREAT PRIVILEGE TO PRESENT
. C—

——

YOU WITH THE MEDAL OF FREEDOM -- THE HIGHEST CIVILIAN

S

HONOR YOUR COUNTRY CAN BESTOWe

| PRESENT YOU WITH THIS MEDAL ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE

SR T———

OF THE UNITED STATESe
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FOR THEM\\ AND [N PARTICULAR FOR ATHLETES LIKE THOSE

HERE TODAY X\- YOUR CHARACTER AND YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS WILL

m "

ALWAYS BE A SOURCE OF INSPIRATIONe

THE CITATION READS AS FOLLOWS: "TO JESSE OWENS:

ATHLETE AND HUMANITARIAN, SPEAKER AND AUTHORe

-3]-

A MASTER OF THE SPIRIT AS WELL AS THE MECHANICS OF SPORT,

HE IS A WINNER WHO KNOWS THAT WINNING IS NOT EVERYTHINGe

HE HAS SHARED WITH OTHERS HIS COURAGE AND HIS DEDICATION

TO THE HIGHEST IDEALS OF SPORTSMANSHIPe
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HIS ACHIEVEMENTS HAVE SHOWN US ALL THE PROMISE OF AMERICA,

AND HIS FAITH IN AMERICA HAS INSPIRED COUNTLESS OTHERS

TO DO THEIR BEST FOR THEMSELVES AND FOR THEIR COUNTRY'"

END OF TEXT






