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.THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN •• ._. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

- THANK YOU, FRED (Biebel introduces you) 

- sENATOR LOWELL WEICKER 

- CONGRESSMAN RON SARASIN 

- CONGRESSMAN STU McKINNEY 

- GOVERNOR JOHN LODGE -
- DISTINGUISHED PARTY LEADERS 

- DELEGATES, ALTERNATES AND GUESTS -

~ UNDERSTAND YOU GAVE QUITE A SPEECH LAST NIGHT ••• AS ---------
AMERICA'S AMBASSADOR OF LOVE, YOURS WILL BE A TOUGH ACT TO 

FOLLOW ... BUT I'LL DO MY BEST. - - -

Digitized from Box 36 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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o..l..f J,uy.. 7 ~ ~ 
IT IS f\:N HONOR FOR ME TO ADDRESS THIS GREAT 

CONVENTION OF THE CONNECTICUT REPUBLICAN PARTY. 

THE LONG SERIES OF PRIMARIES AND STATE lliLEllkt~ 
- # 

CONVENT IONS COMES TO ITS CONCLUSION TODAY} HERE IN -- --
CONNECTICUT AND ACROSS THE CONTINENT IN UTAHe -
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THIS HEALTHY AND VIGOROUS COMPETITION HAS TAUGHT 

US MUCH ABOUT THE MOOD OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IN 1976e ---
HERE IN CONNECTICUT AS IN ALL 50 STATES'-' THERE IS 

A GROW lNG FEELING OF CONFIDENCE IN THE FUTURE. THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLE FEEL GOOD ABOUT THEMSELVES AND ABOUT THEIR 

COUNTRY. 
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THE BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION REACHED ITS CLIMAX --
TWO WEEKS AG~ND REVEAL£D A SPIRIT OF HARMONY,'\OODWILL\ 

AND OPTIMISM IN AMERICA WHICH HAD BEEN ECLIPSED OUR lNG THE 

TURMOIL OF THE LAST DECADE AND A HALFe 

IT COMES AS NO SURPRISE TO ME T~T_, \FOR ALL 

-
OUR PAST TROUBL£~\ WE HAVE EMERGED AS A STRONGER AND A 

WISER PEOPLE. 
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THE AMERICAN PEOPLE} \DESCENDANTS OF THE HARD lEST 

STOCK OF MANY NATIONSJ HAVE A DEEP RESERVOIR OF STRENGTH 

WHICH HAS SERVED THE NATION WELL FOR THE PAST 200 YEARS --
AND WILL SERVE US WELL IN THE FUTURE. 

THAT POWERFUL AMERICAN SPIRIT BROUGHT US THROUGH -,. ~ 

THE WORST ECONOMIC CRISIS AMERICA HAS FACED IN FO~DES. 
..-­--



TWO YEARS AGO_, INFLATION WAS RUNNING AT A RATE 

OF MORE THAN TWELVE PERCENT. THOUSANDS OF MEN AND WOMEN 

WERE BEING LAID OFFe A CLIMATE OF FEAR THREATENED TO 

ENGULF OUR PEOPLE. 

WHAT'S HAPPENED SINCE AUGUST OF 1974? 

INFLATION HAS BEEN CUT IN HALFe - ~ 
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SINCE THE BOTTOM OF THE RECESSION LAST YEARJ THREE MILLION) 

400 THOUSAND OF OUR FELLOW AMERICANS HAVE FOUND NEW JOBS 

OR GOTIE~ THEIR OLD t, BACK_,"D MORE PEOPLE ARE BEING 

ADDED TO PAYROLLS EVERY DAYe 
' -

MORE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN ON THE JOB IN AMERICA IN 

1976 THAN EVER BEFORE. WE HAVE BROKEN THE BACK OF THE 

RECESSION. 
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WE ARE ~THE FULL SURGE OF A STRONG RECOVER:- .QtD WE 

-
LOOK WITH CONFIDENCE TO AN ERA OF ENDURING PROSPERITY 

WITHOUT THE CRUEL TAX OF RUNAWAY INFLATION. 

THAT'S A GOOD RECORD_, -'*ft I'M PROUD OF ITe 

BUT THERE'S MORE.r~ · 
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TWO YEARS AGOJ AMERICA W~S M~ED IN WHAT SEEMED 

AN ENDLESS WAR IN SOUTHEAST AS lA. AFTER A DECADE IN WHICH 

THE CONGRESS HAD CONSISTENTLY SHORT -CHANGED AMERICA'S 

DEFENSESJ THE FUTURE OF OUR MILITARY STRENGTH WAS ENDANGERED. 

IN AUGUST OF 197~ AMERICA'S WILL TO RESPOND TO 

INTERNATIONAL CHALLENGES WAS BEING CALLED INTO QUESTION BY 

ALLIES AND ADVERSARIES ALIKE. 



WHAT'S HAPPENED SINCE AUGUST OF 1974? 

\l AMERICA TODAY IS AT PEACE. THERE ARE NO AMERICAN 

BOYS FIGHT.ING ANYWHERE ON THE FACE OF THIS EARTH\ 

AAnLI 
/I "!tte I IM"ENB f9 KEEP IT THAT WAYe 



-to-

I HAVE PROPOSED THE TWO LARGEST DEFENSE BUDGETS 

7i 
IN H I.STORYJ REVERS lNG THE TREND OF THE LAST DEC AD:, 'DD 

~~ 
~rU~tJRIPJ8 THAT OUR MILITARY CAPABILITY COMMANDS THE 

RESPECT OF EVERY NAT lONe 

THIS IS TWO YEARS OF PROGREss, DESPITE A DEMOCRATIC 

CONGRESS THAT BOUGHT US EVERY STEP OF THE WAYe 
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TWO YEARS AGOJ THE PEOPLE'S CONFIDENCE IN THEIR 

GOVERNMENT) AND ES!ECIALLY IN THE WHITE HOUS~ -
SHATIEREDe 

WHAT'S HAPPENED SINCE AUGUST OF 1974? 

~~~ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN ~N_,~~ID~ND 
FORTHRIGHT. \ IN MY ADMINISTRATION_, ABiliTY IS NOT ENOUGHe 

EXPERIENCE IS NOT ENOUGHe OED I CATION IS NOT ENOUGH. 
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IN~ THAT wgq} IN EVERYTHING WE UNDERTAK:, I REQUIRE 

INTEGRITY.! ~ECEN<~JD HONESTY. PRIVATE MORAL~; AND 

E,UBLIC SERVICE C~ \AND M~T\ GO HAND IN HANDe 

\\ IN THE PAST TWO YEARSJ =:1"11EtA, WE HAVE PASSED 

FROM WAR TO PEACE" FROM RECESSION TO RECOVERY) FROM TRAGEDY 

TO TRUST., FROM FEAR TO FAITH IN AMERICA. 
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Jl THIS IS PERFORMANC~ NOT PROMISE. 

THIS IS A RECORD THAT WILL BE SUPPORTED BY THE -
AMERICAN PEOPLE \DEMOCRATS~DEPENDENTS~D 
REPUBLICANS -- Ate IT WILL LEAD US TO VICTORY IN NOVEMBER. 

~wHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE? WHAT CHALLENGES WILL 

WE DEMAND OF OURSELVES AS WE ENTER THE THIRD CENTURY OF THE 

AMERICAN ADVENTURE? 



-14-

FIRST OF ALL' WE MUST CREATE A BETTER BALANCE IN 

OUR SOC IETYe 

WE MUST INTRODUCE A NEW BALANCE IN THE RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE GOVERNMENT_, A BALANCE THAT 

FAVORS A GREATER IND lVI DUAL FREEDOM AND SELF-RELIANCE. 



-15-

WE MUST STRIKE A NEW BALANCE IN OUR SYSTEM OF 
-

FEDERALISM} A BALANCE THAT FAVORS GREATER RESPONSIBILITY AND 

FREEDgM FO~ THE LEADERS OF OUR STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. 
if 

WE MUST INTRODUCE A NEW BALANCE BETWEEN SPEND lNG ON 

g_OMESTIC PROGR~S AND SPEND lNG ON OfFENSE_, 1 A B~LANCE THAT 

q,. (4.,.,-~ \ 
INSURES WE WILL FULLY MEET OUR OBLIGATION~fO THE NEEDY WHII£ 

ALSO PROTECTING OUR SECURITY IN A WORLD STILL HOSTILE TO FREEDOM. 
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IN ~THAT WE DO_, WE MUST BE HONEST WITH THE - -
AMERICAN PEOPLE~ROMIS lNG THEM NO MORE THAN WE CAN DELIVER 

AND DELIVERING ALL THAT WE PROMISE. 

ABOVE AL:, WE MUST FACE THE FUTURE TOGETHER) AS 

A PARTY AND AS A PEOPLE. IT IS AS TRUE TODAY AS IT WAS 

IN LINCOLN'S DAY THAT "A HOUSE DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF CANNOT 

STANDe11 
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FOR OUR PARTY, THAT MEANS JOINING RANKS IN A 

COMMON STRUGGLE. THE REPUBLICAN PARTY THIS YEAR HAS 

DEMONSTRATED THROUGHOUT AMERICA THE V~~J'\IT~T~ND 

COMPETITIVE SPIRIT ON WHICH A DYNAMIC POLITICAL ORGANIZATION - • 

THR IVESe 

NO~WE MUST RESOLVE TO STOP FIGHTING EACH OTHER AND 

START HELPING EACH OTHERe 
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WE MUST RESOLVE TO STRENGTHEN OUR PARTY WITH NOVEMBER 

VICTOR lEt Ar;~ '\OM THE COURTHOUSE TO THE 

STATE HOUSE TO THE WHITE HOUSE. · 
if 

WE MUST CENTER OUR ATTACK NOT ON FELLOW 

~ ;L Jf ,.IJ'fk \ 1 

REPUBLICANS_, BUT ON "f -·DEMOCRATIC CONGRES:,\HE 

DEMOCRATIC PLATFOR~ND A DEMOCRATIC TICKET WHICH TRIES 

TO BE ALL THINGS TO ALL PEOPLE. 
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FOR OUR COUNTRY~ THE NEW UNITY WE HAVE FOUND MUST .......... 

BE CHANNELED INTO COMMON SENSE ACTION FOR THE COMMON GOODe 

BUT THE COMMON GOOD IN THIS COUNTRY MUST ALWAYS BE 

REFLECTED IN THE WELL-BEING OF THE INDIVIDUAL. 



EVERY AMERICAN MUST HAVE THE CHANCE TO REACH HIS - , 

OR HER FULLEST POTENTIA~FETIERED BY EXCESSIVE BUREAUCRATIC 

~GULA"!20~Y T~ OF DISCRIMINATIO~~R BY 

CONFORMING PRESSURES FROM THE GIANT INSTITUTIONS OF OUR 

SOC IETYe 



AMERICANS ARE READ ONCE MORE OR AN ERA OF 

GOOD FEELING - NOT IN THE BLIND BELIEF THAT All OUR PROBLEMS ---. 

ARE SOLVE~ BUT IN THE CERTAIN CONVICTION THAT WE CAN SOLVE 

--
THESE PROBLEMS TOGETHER. 



WE CAN ENSUR THAT OLDER AMERICANS WILL HAVE 

NOTHING TO FEAR FROM THE RAVAGES ,OF RUNAWAY INFLATIONJ\ 

FROM F~S IN THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM~ROM THE T~REAT 

OF CRIM:, OR FROM THE COSTLY BURDENS OF CATASTROPHIC ILLNESS. 
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WE CAN ENSURE THAT THE AMERICAN FARMER WILL 

CONTINUE TO PRODUCE RECORD CROPS OF FOOD AND Fl BEl) AND 

~A FAIR PRICE IN A FREE WORLDWIDE MARKET\ AND ENSURE 

AT THE SAME TIME THAT THE AMERICAN CONSUMER WILL HAVE AMPLE --
SUPPLIES AND STABLE PRICES. 
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WE CAN ENSURE THAT EVERY WORKING MAN AND WOMAN 

IN ~ERICA WHO WANTS A JOB CAN FIND A JOB v~ 

A HUMPHREY-HAWKINS DEAD-END JOB_, BUT A WEll-PAYING JOB 

w ITH A FUTURE_, I GENERATED By AN EXpAND IN G ECONOMY. 
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WE CAN ENSURE THAT OUR YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE AN 

EDUCATION OF HIGH QUALITY AND A JOB WORTHY OF THEIR TALENTS. 

WE CAN ENSURE THAT GOVERNMENT WILL AGAIN BE THE 

CAPABLE SERVANT\ NOT THE MEDDLING MASTER OF THE 

AMERICAN PEO PLEe 
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WE CAN ENSURE THAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL 

CONTINUE TO LIVE IN PEACE AND IN FREEDOM BY KEEPING AMERICA 

STRONG AND BY STANDING FOR WHAT IS RIGHT IN THE WORLD. 

WE CAN ACHIEVE THESE GOALS WITHOUT LOOKING TO THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR ALL THE ANSWERS) AND WITHOUT STICKING 

THE AMERICAN TAXPAYER WITH ALL THE BILLS. 
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WE CAN DO IT AND STILL BALANCE THE FEDERAL BUDGET. 

WITH THE RIGHT KIND OF CONGRESS\ WITH A FEW MORE 

LOWELL WEICKER~ ~ RON SARASINS ~ SlU McKINNEYS --

) I PROMISE YOU THAT BY FISCAL YEAR 1979 I WILL DO JUST THATe 
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THESE ARE NOT DIM VIS IONS OF THE FUTUREe -
THEY ARE THE PROUD RECORD OF MY ADMINISTRATION OVER THE PAST 

TWO YEARSe THEY WILL BE THE AGENDA FOR MY ADMINISTRATION 

IN THE NEXT FOUR YEARSe 



-
JOIN ME ON THE ROAD TO A GREAT VICTORY FOR --

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY AND FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

IN 1976e 

END OF TEXT 




