
The original documents are located in Box 36, “7/7/76 - Toast at Dinner in Honor of Queen 
Elizabeth II in the Rose Garden” of the President’s Speeches and Statements: Reading 

Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



PRESIDENT'S TOAST AT DINNER 

IN HONOR OF 

QUEEN Ell ZA BETH II 

THE ROSE GARDEN 

JULY 7, 1976 

Digitized from Box 36 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



-1-

YOUR MAJESTY, YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESS DISTINGUISHED 

GUESTS: 
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WE ARE DEEPLY HONORED TO HAVE Y~ ~, AND 

PRINCE PHILIP WITH US THIS EVENING. ON BEHALF OF ALL --
~ER ICI!!)IS \ MRSe FORD\ AN~ AKE THE GREATEST PLEASURE IN 

EXTENDING THE HOSPITALITY OF THE UNITED STATES TO YOU AND YOUR 

- --
PARTYe 
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YOUR MAJESTY, THIS EVENING WE HONOR A REMARKABLE .... 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TWO SOVEREIGN NATIONS. DURING OUR 

200 YEARS AS AN INDEPENDENT NATION~ THE ~ITED STATES OF 

AMERICA HAS NEVER FORGOTTEN ITS BRITISH HERITAGE. 
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NEARLY FOUR CENTIJRIES AGO, THE BRITISH CAME TO A WILDERNESS 

AND BUILT A NEW CIVILIZATION \ _ ~N 

BRITISH CUSTOM~RITISH FORTilUDE~R~TISH LA~ AND 

BRITISH GOVERNMENT. 



-5-

OUR FOUNDING FATHERS SERVED IN BRITISH COLONIAL LEGISLATURES\ 

F_?UG~T IN THE BRITISH MILITARY FORCES~D ~AR~~ REPR~ENT~IVE 

SELF-GOVERNMENT FROM BRITISH BOOKS AND IKL IT I Ill PRACTICE. 
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~~0R ALL THIS\ THE COLONISTS FROM ENGLAND AND OTHER 

LANDS CREATED IN AMERICA A CIVILIZATION DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF 

THE MOTHER COUNTRY • INEVITABLY, WE DISSOLVED THE POLITICAL 

BANDS THAT CONNECTED USe 
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THE UNITED STATES WON INDEPENDENCE, AND ESTABLISHED A NATIQ.N -...... 
THAT ADAPTED THE BEST OF BRITISH TRADITIONS TO THE AMERICAN .., , 

~ 
CLIMATE AND CHARACTER. 

~ 



~s~ 1 

OUR RECONCILIATION~IENDSHI~D FIRM ALLIANCE ~ \ 

IN RETROSPECT ~0 HAVE BEEN NATURAL FOR TWO NATIONS THAT S!!AR~ 

THE SAME FUNDAMENTAL DEVOTION TO HUMAN LIBERTY. OUR FIRST 

HE SPOKE .=. POI:te~S TO YOUR GREAT -GREAT -GREAT GRANDMOTHER ---
QUEEN CHARLOTTE: 



-~-

"PERMIT ME MADAM,'\HE SAID \'TO RECOMMEND TO YOUR MAJESTY'S 

ROYAL GOODNESS, A RISING EMPIRE AND AN INFANT VIRGIN WORLDe 
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IT WILL IN FUTURE AGES BE THE GLORY OF THESE KINGDOMS TO HAVE 

PEOPLED THAT COUNTRY, AND TO HAVE SOWN THERE THOSE SEEDS OF 

SCIENCE~"F LIBERTY\OF VIRTU~D OF :~WHICH ALONE 

CONSTITUTE THE PROSPERITY OF NATIONS AND THE HAPPINESS OF THE 

HUMAN RACE.11 
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NOW, 200 YEARS LATER, WE HAVE SETILED OUR CONTINENT. 

PEOPLE HAVE COME FROM EVERY CORNER OF THE EARTH TO SHARE 

IN THE HOPE,yHE BUilDING ~D THE SPIRIT OF OUR REPUBLIC. 
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ON THIS BICENTENNIAL, AMERICANS HAVE UNITED 

IN A NEW MOOD OF HOPE AND CONFIDENCE. WE ARE DELIGHTED 

BY YOUR VERY TIMELY VISIT AND BY YOUR GRACIOUS PARTICIPATION 

IN THIS GREAT REAFFIRMATION OF AMERICAN PRIDEe 



JOHN ADAMS' PROPHESY HAS BEEN FULF I LLEDe YOUR 

MAJESTY,\ YOU PERSONALLY ATTESTED TO THE ACCURACY OF ~ 
---

VIS ION THAT ENGLAND WOULD SOME DAY BE PROUD OF THE UNITED STATESt 
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IN 1951\DURING YOUR VISIT TO WASHINGTON\YOU STATED THAT 

"FREE MEN EVERYWHERE LOOK TOWARDS THE UNITED STATES WITH 

AFFECTION AND WITH HOPEe THE MESSAGE THAT HAS GONE OUT 

FROM THIS GREAT CAPITAL CITY HAS BROUGHT HOPE AND COURAGE 

TO A TROUBLED WORLDe'' 
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~\rHE TIES THAT BIND US TOGETHER 

HAVE THROUGH TWO GREAT WARS SERVED AS A BULWARK 

-
IN THE DEFENSE OF ll BERTY AND THE DIGNITY OF MANe 
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THESE IDEALS\BORN AND NURTURED IN OUR COMMON PAS\ HAVE 

WITHSTOOD THE TEST OF TIMEe OUR TWO NATIONS TODAY ARE 

WORKING SIDE BY SIDE.,._ 
' l .-/. 

<;-;N-P.-RE-SERVING FREEDOM\THROUGH COMMITMENT TO A 

STRONG COMMON DEFENSE IN THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE; 



IN PURSUING PEACE AND GREATER GLOBAL STABILITY; 

-- IN SEEKING THE WELL-BEING OF ALL PEOPLES, THROUGH 

JOINT EFFORTS, AS IN PUERTO RICO LITTLE MORE THAN A WEEK AGO, 

TO IMPROVE OUR OWN SOCIETIES AND TO ASSIST THE DEVELOPING 

NAT IONS OF THE WORLDe 
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YOUR MAJESTY\ DURING THE TIME OF YOUR REIGN AND f!! 

OWN GOVERNMENT SERVICE, THE WORLD HAS SEEN MANY CHANGES. 

IN THE LAST GENERATION, OUR TWO COUNTRIES HAVE MET WHAT 

SOMETIMES SEEMED TO BE INSURMOUNTABLE CHALLENGES. 
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TODAY'S CHALLENGES ARE NO LESS SERIOUS; THEY ARE DIFFERENT 
..... 

AND IN MANY WAYS MORE COMPLEX THAN THOSE OF THE PASTe 
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~~ AM CONFIDENT THAT IF THE DEMOCRACIES WORK TOGETHER, 

IF WE PROCEED WITH THE COURAGE AND DEDICATION OF THOSE FIRST 

STALWART ENGLISHMEN WHO SETTLED HERE AND THEIR DESCENDENTS 

WHO FORGED AN INDEPENDENT NATION, WE MOST CERTAINLY 

WILL PREVAIL. 
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IN A CHANGING WORLD OUR CONTINUING RELATIONSHIP IS 

A REASSURING SYMBOl OF OUR DETERMINATION TO CONTINUE 

THE DEFENSE OF FREEDOM. 
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~\vouR BICENTENNIAL VISIT 'fO "t"l:lf 

.U~UtiC/J SIOJ!S, AND THE MANY GENEROUS GIFTS FROM THE BRITISH 

PEOPLE, ARE VIVID REMINDERS OF THE CONTINUING VITALITY OF OUR 

FRIENDSHIP AND OF OUR PARTNERSHIP IN MANY NOBLE ENDEAVORS. 
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AS WE CELEBRATE OUR PAST, WE AlSO lOOK FORWARD 

WITH CONFIDENCE TO WORKING FOR A BETTER liFE FOR All HUMANITYe 

IN OUR THIRD CENTURY, I KNOW THAT THE UNITED KINGDOM Will 

BE AT OUR S IDEe ._t ~ 1(~'&1 • .;f" r ~ · 
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YOUR BOV6L I:IIGHN!SS"D IES AND GENTLEMEN: 

THE QUEEN • ... 
END OF TEXT 




