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THE PRES I DENT HAS SEEN .•...

SECOND DRAFT
JULY 3, 1976

(SMITH)

TALKING POINTS
JULY 4, 1976

Hello,

--VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA

Mr. Dooley,

CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL

I am delighted to be talking with you this

evening. I understand that in your eighty-one years you served in World

War I and helped on the horne front in World War II.

Jack told me ho.v sorry he was that he couldn't get by there in

May.

So I am calling to:lay not only to make amends but to celebrate a little

bit of the Bicentennial with you.

You kr>.ow, in the space of your lifetime, America

has gone from the

horse and buggy to exploring the universe. Diseases which once crippled and

killed millions have been conquered. America's population has more than

doubled. No other generation of Americans has ever seen so much growth.

That is why

you, more than most citizens, have a very special

appreciation of our national birthday celebration. You and your ,generation

have been the greatest pioneers of progress and change in the history of the

human race.
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But some things,

thankfully,

still a people in love with freedom,

is undiminished.

have not changed at all.

and after

200 years,

We are

that love

We are still a nation of compassion.

The United States is a great country, the greatest in the world.

You helped make it that way. And this nation will never forget your contribution

past, present, or future.

My hope is that you there in Torrance can feel the same joy I do

here in Washington as America enters another century of independence.

I am happy we were able to share these few moments together during

our national celebration.

Thank you and good night.
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