The original documents are located in Box 30, “4/29/76 - Annual Meeting of the Texas
Nursing Home Association, Houston, Texas” of the President’s Speeches and Statements:
Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



THE PRESIDZENT HAS SEEN. ...
PROPOSED REMARKS by the PRESIDENT

before the

TEXAS NURSING HOME ASSOCIATION

It is a pleasure to meet so many owners and administrators of iicensed
nursing homes in Texas. You and your profession are to be ccmmended
on your efforts to providevéuality health care for SO many oldef
Texans. I share with you that concern and interest for the»health and
welfare of all of our nation's older Americans. Let me just briefly
reaffirm to you what I said in my recenf message to Congress, "As

- President, I intend to do everything in my power to help our nation
cemonstrate by its deeds a deep concern for the dignity and worth'of

older Americans."”

I have also asked Congress for a full cost-of-living iﬁcredse_in

Social Security and Supplementary Secufity income. benefits to begin
immediately. Tﬁis increase, which amounts to 6.4% would become
effective with the July payments to hélp maintain the purchasing

power of more than 32 million Americans. Another measure of interest
to vou which I am advocating vigorously is the protection of oldef
Americans against catastrophic illness. Under our proposal, everyone
covered by Medicare would be entitled, among other things, to unlimited

" stays in nursing homes and hospitals.

I am also aware that the cost-related reimbursement provision of the
1972 Social Security Amendments is of great concern to you at this

+ime, particularly as outlined in HEW's recently proposed regulation.
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There appears to be the need for further work on the regulations,
Several provisions seem to be an overzealous interference in your
‘business. I am particularly concerned about the amount of increased
Paperwork that it will cause you. This is especially true for your
profession. We need to have our nurses taking care of patients - not
government paperwork! I recently directed each Department, including
HEW, to reduce the paperwork requirements by 10% by July 1, 1976. I
am concerned, therefore, about the possible impact which these regu-
lations will have on you and how it fﬂ:s into my request to HEW to

reduce the paperwork.

I am also greatly concerned, as I know you are, about the rising costs
of health care. The Council on Wage and Price Stability issued 4 -

report only two days ago docurﬁenting this alarming inflation. One of

the chief causes cited by the Council report is the lack of incentives

in Medicare and Medicaid for hospitals and other health providers to

hold down costs through efficient management. I want to make sure

that HEW's proposed regulations provide those incentives so the private.
sector can give older Americans the best possible health care for the
lowest possible cost - and with the least Federal involvement in day-to-day

management,





