
The original documents are located in Box 29, “4/23/76 - Presidential Remarks at Peachtree 
Street Presbyterian Church” of the President’s Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies 

at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



~ ·, ., --. >: . • 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS AT 

PEACHTREE STREET PRES BYlER IAN CHURCH 

ATLANTA, GEORG lA 

APRIL 23, 1976 

• 

Digitized from Box 29 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



AC KNOW LED GEMENTS 

PEACHTREE PRESBYTER I AN CHURCH 

THANK YOU, ADMIRAL HOWELL 

SENATOR TALMADGE 7 , 

DR. HARRINGTON (Minister) 

COL. WILLIAMS (Commander, Atlanta Chapter 
of Military Order of World Wars) 

GOLD STAR MOTHERS 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 

• 
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WE OBSERVE TODAY AN O'CCAS ION OF 

SOMBER REFLECTION AND GRATEFUL PRAISE. 

AS WE HONOR THE MOTHERS OF MEN WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES --- tr ,.,. 

IN THE SERVICE OF THEIR COUNTRYI WE HAVE CAUSE ONCE 

AGAIN TO HONOR THE BRAVE MEN THEMSELVES. 
¥ : - _. 

• 
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ALTHOUGH OUR HEARTS STill MOURN THE LOSS 

= 
OF LOVED ONES_, WE CAN DRAW INSPIRATION FROM THE KNOWLEDGE --
THAT THEIR SUPREME SACRIFICE WAS MADE IN DEFENSE OF 

OUR NATION'S NOBLEST IDEALS • 

• 
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THE FACT THAT WE STAND HERE TODAY 

AS CITIZENS OF THE STRONGEST AND FREEST AND GREATEST -
NATION ON EARTH, IS POWERFUL TESTIMONY TO THE VALOR 

AND COURAGE WITH WHICH THESE MEN GAVE THE LAST FULL ----
MEASURE OF DEVOTION TO AMERICAe 
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THE PAGES OF HISTORY RECORD THE NAMES 

OF MANY BRAVE MEN WHO lED GREAT ARMIES INTO BATTLE -
AND TO VICTORY1 AND THIS NATION RIGHTLY REVERES THEMe 
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BUT THERE ARE OTHER NAMES 1 KNOWN ,.,._ ..... 
ONLY TO THOSE OF US ASSEMBlED HERE1 WHOSE CONTRIBUTIONS 

WERE JUST AS GREAT1 WHOSE DEVOTION WAS JUST AS -- ..... 

STEADFAST, WHOSE SACRIFICE FOR THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM 

WAS JUST AS COMPLETE. - --

• 
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THEY All SHARE THE SAME GLORY 1 WON ----- ....... =-·· --= 

MANY TINf.S/OVER MANY FOEiiN MANY DIFFERENT UNIFORMS. 

THEIR COMMON ENEMY WAS ALWAYS TYRANNY, 'ND ~HAN~ 

TO~M, "AT ENEMY HAS NEV:.R CAS! ITS SHADOW ON 

OUR LANDe 

• 



-7-

IT IS BY THE DEEDS OF THESE GALLANT MEN\ 

BY HERALDED ACTS OF BRAVERY AND BY UNKNOWN ACTS 

OF QUIET COURAGE \THAT FRE~M FLOURISHES IN AMERICA 

TODAYe IT IS THEIR LEGACY THAT GOVERNMENT 

"OF THE PEOPL£,\sY THE PEOPLE~OR THE PEOPLE" 

STILL THRIVES IN AMERICA IN 1976• 

• 
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OUR MEMORIAL TODAY IS A RECOGNITION OF 

THEIR DEEDS AND A CELEBRATION OF THAT LEGACY • 
= ,.. 

IT IS A PRAYER FOR THE DIVINE CARE OF 

MEN WHO HAVE PRESSED THE BATILE OF FREEDOM AND MADE --
FREEDOM SECURE • 

• 

..... ...... 
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AND IT IS A PLEDGE TO THEM OF AMERICA'S 

UNFAILING RESOLVE TO PRESERVE AND ENHANCE AND CHERISH 

-
THE FREEDOM THEY MADE SECURE FOR USe 

• 
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AMERICA HAS NO INTENTION OF ABDICATING -
ITS LEADERSHIP TO ANY NATION COMMITIED TO THE DESTRUCTION 

OF Ll BERTY • 

• 
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WE KNOW THAT THE FREEDOMS WE HAVE -
DEFENDED SO OFTEN ARE STILL BEING CHALLENGED TODAYe - a 

WE ~W THAT OUR STRENGTH,\OUR VIGILANC~ND ~~ 

NATIONAL RESOLVE ARE THE FOUNDATION OF MANKIND'S 

HOPE FOR PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE WORLD • 

• 
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WHEN I TOOK THE SOlEMN OATH OF OFFICE 

-
AS YOUR PRES I DENT TWENTY MONTHS AG01 I PlEDGED 

MYSELF AND THIS NATION TO AN UN INTERRUPTED AND SINCERE 

SEARCH FOR PEACE • 

• 
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l SAID THEN\ AND I SAY AGAIN TODAY\

THAT AMERICA WILL REMAIN STRONG AND UNITED, BUT 

OUR STRENGTH WILL BE OED ICATED TO THE SAFETY OF THE -
ENTIRE FAMILY OF MAN, AS WELL AS TO OUR OWN P~CIOUS 

FREEDOM. 
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AMERICA HAS SEEN TOO MUCH OF WAR IN THE 

20th CENTURY1 TOO MUCH OF SUFFERING AND DYING 

ON BLOODSTAINED FIELDS OF BATILEe ... 

WE CHERISH THE PEACE THAT AMERICA ENJOYS TODAY1 

THE PEACE THAT FINDS NO AMERICAN BOYS IN COMBAT ANYWHERE 

ON THE FACE OF THE GLOBE. 
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PEACE TODAY HAS A VERY SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE 

BECAUSE WAR TODAY HAS A VERY SPECIAL TERRORe 

THE DEVASTATION AND DEATH LEFT IN THE WAKE OF THERMO-NUCLEAR 

WAR WOULD BE SO GREAT THAT THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT WOULD - -
SIMPLY CEASE TO EXIST • 

• 



THEREFORE WE MUST DO OUR lEST TO KEEP _..., .,.. 

THE PEAC~ { N~ THE PEACE OF WEAKNESS AND CONCESS ION1 

BUT THE PEACE SECURED BY STRENGTH AND COURAGEe -

• 
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THIS IS THE ROLE THAT DESTINY CALLS US TO ---
PLAYe OUR COUNTRY IS VERY SPECIAL IN THE EYES OF THE 

.::.-

WORLDe 
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AMERICA SHINES TODAY AS THE BRIGHT~T 

BEACON OF HOPE FOR MILLIONS WHO LIVE IN THE DARKNESS ---
OF TYRANNY AND OPPRESS lONe 

THE MEN WHOSE MOTHERS WE HONOR TODAY -
HAVE H~ THAT BEACON HIGH~A':: CARRIED IT INTO 

..... 

BATTLE, ¥NO fy1Al?l THE, DARKNESS RETREAT • 
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NOW THEY HAVE PASSED THE BEACON 
..- - - m -

TO USe IN THE QU~TY OF OUR liVES1 ~N THE 

STEADFASTNESS OF OUR PURPOSE, WE MUST ~.OURSELVES -
WORTHY OF THE SACRIFICE THEY MADEe 

- -
MAY WE1 \LIKE THEM,'x>~E OURSELVES 

TO PEA:E AND LI~TY AND,~IKE~EM,,MA~H ALWAYS 

IN THE RANKS OF HONORe 

END OF TEXT 
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