The original documents are located in Box 27, “3/26/76 - Remarks at the 27th Annual
Meeting of the American Textile Manufacturers Institute, San Francisco, CA” of the
President’s Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential
Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box 27 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

TE® PRYSIDENT HAS SETH....

REMARKS AT 27TH ANNUAL MEETING OF

THE AMERICAN TEXTILE MANUFACTURERS INSTITUTE

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 1976






ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS -- TEXTILE INSTITUTE

-- THANK YOU, MR, HAMRICK

(John Hamrick, Pres., introduces you)

-- MEMBERS AND GUESTS OF THE AMERICAN TEXTILE

MANUFACTURERS INSTITUTE




-1-
IT'S GOOD TO SEE YOU ALL HERE AND I'M GRATEFUL

THAT YOU MADE SOME ROOM FOR ME ON YOUR PROGRAM THIS

Iy

MORNINGe I COULDNT BE IN zN FRANCISCO TODAY

1

WITHOUT STOPPING BY FOR A FEW MINUTES TO WISH YOU ALL

THE BEST AT YOUR 27th ANNUAL MEETINGe

-



-2~

IT ALSO GIVES ME AN OPPORTUNITY TO PERSONALLY

EXTEND MY BEST WISHES TO BOB JACKSON ON HIS RETIREMENT

—_— ==

AS EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN TEXTILE

R

MANUFACTURERS INSTITUTEe AS | SAID IN MY SPECIAL MESSAGE

TO HIMy/ READ TO YOU YESTERDAY, fBOB HAS MADE A GREAT

CONTRIBUTION TO THE AMERICAN TEXTILE INDUSTRY -- AS WELL AS

TO THE STRENGTH AND VITALITY OF OUR FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEMe

S spseses——



-3-
[ JOIN ALL YOUR FRIENDS HERE, BOB, fIN THANKING YQU
FOR YOUR SUPERB CONTRIBUTIONe
YOUR THEME THIS YEAR, "TEXTILES, OUR FIRST

P e

GREAT INDUSTRY," IS AN APPROPRIATE ONE FOR THIS BICENTENNIAL

YEARe IT ALSO REMINDS US THAT, TODAY, fTHE TEXTILE

AR
———

INDUSTRY IS ONE OF THE LARGEST INDUSTRIES IN THE NATIONe

g




-4-

WHEN SAMUEL SLATER BUILT THE COUNTRY'S FIRST
SE———

SPINNING MILL IN 1790 ON THE BLACKSTONE RIVER IN

R

PAWTUCKET, RHODE ISLAND, f THE NATION WAS VERY YOUNGe

R e SR ——————



-5-
IN THE 186 INTERVENING YEARSy THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY
HAS PLAYED A MAJOR PART IN OUR NATION'S ECONOMIC GROWTHe

IT IS NOW THE LARGEST EMPLOYER OF LABOR IN MANUFACTURING’/

ST

———

WITH COMBINED TEXTILE AND APPAREL MANUFACTURING ACCOUNTING

A

FOR TWO MILLIONy 400 THOUSAND JOBS ¢




-6-

FORTUNATELYy YOUR INDUSTRY WAS ONE OF THE FIRST

ST

Rhcarat ant f‘“”
TO COME OUT OF THE RECENT RECESSIONe WE CAN ALL LOOK
L e g 4

FORWARD CONFIDENTLY TO CONTINUED ECONOMIC RECOVERY THIS YEARe

FIRST,\LET ME SAY | AM FULLY AWARE OF THE

COMPETITIVE SITUATION THAT IS FACING THE TEXTILE AND APPAREL
S —- o —————— ————

INDUSTRIESe | CAN ASSURE YOU’ I AM DETERMINED TO SUPPORT

YOUR EFFORTS TO KEEP THESE INDUSTRIES STRONG AND THRIVINGe

mw



-7~

ol

AS YOU KNOWy THE UNITED STATES IMPORTS TEXTILES
4 ? S—
AND APPAREL FROM 120 COUNTRIESe WE HAVE JOINED WITH
50 OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE MULTIFIBER ARRANGEMENT TO PROVIDE
S —— e ———pe?

THE GROUND RULES TO ASSURE THAT WORLDWIDE TRADE CAN CONTINUE
L (A ————

TO GROW WITHOUT DISRUPTIONe IN THIS INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK,

SRE——
SR -

THE UNITED STATES HAS NEGOTIATED 18 AGREEMENTSe SIXTEEN HAVE

———— — Sn—
———

BEEN SIGNED, AND TWO MORE ARE EXPECTED TO BE SIGNED SHORTLYe



-8-
THE MULTIFIBER ARRANGEMENT \ WHICH HAS BEEN
W"‘"

IN FORCE UNDER GATT AUSPICES SINCE JANUARY 1974 -\\

-
———
gu—

HAS BEEN UNDER REVIEW DURING THE PAST YEAR WITHIN THE

UERR—

A

ADMINISTRATION,/TO CONSIDER WHETHER IT SHOULD BE EXTENDED,\

MODIFIEN)R DISCONTINUEDe ALTHOUGH IT IS BY NO MEANS

A _PERFECT INSTRUMENT, OUR REVIEW SUGGESTS THAT M,F,A,

e S ™
Am—

HAS FUNCTIONED REASONABLY WELLe



-9-
| HAVE THEREFORE CONCLUDED THAT THE UNITED STATES

GOVERNMENT SHOULD SEEK A RENEWAL OF THE MULTIFIBER
e ————

ARRANGEMENT AND | WILL INSTRUCT OUR TEXTILE NEGOTIATORS

—— P e ————
oy

TO PURSUE ITS RENEWAL IN THE GATT TEXTILE COMMITTEEe
o — C—



-10-
SOME OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST PRODUCERS OF
TEXTILES ARE NOT A PARTY TO THE MULTIFIBER ARRANGEMENT,

| AM AWARE THAT THERE IS CONSIDERABLE CONCERN IN THE U.S.

L ]
[

TEXTILE INDUSTRY ABOUT RAPIDLY RISING IMPORTS FROM SOME
OF THESE NATIONS,

| CAN ASSURE YOU THAT | SHARE YOUR DESIRE TO
——

[ r—
L "]

AVOID DISRUPTION OF OUR DOMESTIC TEXTILE MARKET FROM ANY

R E————

SOURCE,

ey,



THE MATTER IS PRESENTLY UNDER REVIEW AT

THE CABINET LEVEL, | AM TAKING A PERSONAL INTEREST

IN THE PROBLEM AND FOLLOWING THESE DELIBERATIONS CLOSELY,



-lla-
| CAN ASSURE YOU THAT | AM GENUINELY COMMITTED TO
FINDING THE MOST APPROPRIATE WAY OF DEALING WITH THIS

PROBLEM TO ENSURE THAT OUR DOMESTIC MARKET IS NOT

L e
e

SERIOUSLY DISRUPTED AND THAT OUR OBJECTIVES UNDER
— - D

THE MULTIFIBER ARRANGEMENT ARE MET,

A




-12-
OTHER STEPS ALSO NEED TO BE TAKEN TO KEEP OUR
TEXTILE INDUSTRY STRONG AND PROSPEROUS, INCLUDING REFORM
— T

OF OUR REGULATORY SY STEMe WE NEED TO INSURE THAT

~_——-rl~ ——

LEGITIMATE CONCERNS OVER NOISE LEVELS,\DUST AND WATER POLLUTION
e e

R,

ARE MET AT A PACE/AND AT A LEVEL/HAT CAN BE SUSTAINED BY

om—— [ A————————
- A

INDUSTRY AND BY THE ECONOMYe



-13-

ALSOy HIGH ON OUR LIST OF NEEDS IS ENERG

P

CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENTe

T R
) —



-14-
AS USERS OF NATURAL GAS IN THE "FINISHING'" OF

FABRICS) YOU KNOW HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT WE HAVE AN
SN | S

S———

ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF THIS VITAL RESOURCEe AND AS USERS
S ——

SRR

OF MAN-MADE FIBERS, YOU KNOW HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT

AR -
AR S———

WE HAVE AN ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF PETROLEUMe

T




-15-

IN ORDER TO BE CERTAIN THAT THESE VITAL SUPPLIES
ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL AMERICAN INDUSTRYy | CONTINUE TO
SUPPORiATHE D'éLEGULATION OF NATURAL GAS AND THE DEVELOPMENT
OF AN ENERGY CONSERVATION ETHIC/AS ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS IN

ACHIEVING ENERGY INDEPENDENCE FOR THE UNITED STATESe

AND IN THIS’ | KNOW | HAVE YOUR SUPPORTe

/L,g/&l;-ﬂ#w—w
» 6,7071‘334 %«Zﬁ*f-



-16-
BESIDE THE NEED FOR ADEQUATE SUPPLIES OF ENERGY,

| KNOW YOU HAVE OTHER ONGOING CONCERNSe



-17-

| KNOW YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT AMERICAN

L

TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE TEXTILE FIELDe TOO OFTEN

__._——-———-—’ P4

WE HAVE BECOME AN IMPORTER OF TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY RATHER THAN

SRR 0 S
L —

THE EXPORTER WE ONCE WEREe INDUSTRY MUST PROVIDE

) S
——— ——

ADEQUATE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FUND Se AND IT SHOULD SEE

THAT THESE FUNDS ARE NOT THE FIRST TO BE CUT DURING TOUGH TIMESe

Y mmeeee® o
mm———



-18-

ONE WAY TO ASSURE THAT AMERICA CONTINUES TO

DEVELOP NEEDED TECHNOLOGY IS TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT WE CONTINUE

OUR _STRONG ECONOMIC RECOVERY, / AND NOT FALL ON TOUGH TIMES

L R SR
ap———

AGAINe

OUR POLICIES OF BALANCED ECONOMIC GROWTH --

AVOIDING THE PITFALLS OF INFLATION, AND THE BOOM AND BUST

PSYCHOLOGY -- CAN ASSURE THISe

S



-19-

OUR POLICIES OF FREEING THE PRIVATE ENTERPRISE

L

SYSTEM FROM EXCESSIVE PAPERWORK AND UNNEEDED REGULATION --

4

CAN ASSURE THISe

AND OUR POLICIES OF PROVIDING INDUSTRY WITH

A

ADEQUATE INCENTIVES FOR CAPITAL INVESTMENT -- CAN ASSURE

e et
[

THISe



-20-

WE HAVE SET OUR ECONOMY ON A STEADY COURSE,

- wra
AND IT IS WORKINGe ,Lnl.. NEW ¥ 6000 sdsar
M%\

ANDy WITH YOUR HELP, WE WILL CONTINUE TO MOVE
FORWARD WITH POLICIES TO PROVIDE GROWING EMPLOYMENT,
A RISING STANDARD OF LIVING, OUR NATION AT PEACE -- AND
AN AMERICA GREATER THAN ANY PREVIOUS GENERATION HAS EVER KNOWNe

THANK YOU VERY MUCHe

END OF TEXT
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IT'S GOOD TO SEE YOU ALL HERE AND I'M GRATEFUL
THAT YOU MADE SOME ROOM FOR ME ON YOUR PROGRAM THIS
MORNINGe l COULDN'T BE IN SAN FRANCISCO TODAY
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IT ALSO GIVES ME AN OPPORTUNITY TO PERSONALLY

EXTEND M‘Y BEST WISHES TO BOB JACKSON ON HIS RETIREMENT

AS EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN TEXTILE

MANUFACTURERS INSTITUTEe AS l. SAID IN MY SPECIAL MESSAGE

TO HIM,f READ TO YOU YESTERDAY, / BOB HAS MADE A GREAT

CONTRIBUTION TO THE AMERICAN TEXTILE INDUSTRY | —~ AS WELL AS

TO THE STRENGTH AND VITALITY OF OUR FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEMe



3
| JOIN ALL YOUR FRIENDS HERE, BOB, fIN THANKING YOU
FOR YOUR SUPERB CONTRIBUTIONs
YOUR THEME THIS YEAR, 'TEXTILES, OUR FIRST
GREAT INDUSTRY," IS AN APPROPRIATE ONE FOR THIS BICENTENNIAL
YEARe IT ALSO REMINDS US THAT, TODAY, JTHE TEXTILE

INDUSTRY IS ONE OF THE LARGEST INDUSTRIES IN THE NATIONe




4~
WHEN SAMUEL SLATER BUILT THE COUNTRY'S .FIRST
SPINNING MILL IN 1790 ON THE BLACKSTONE RIVER IN

PAWTUCKET, RHODE ISLAND, | THE NATION WAS VERY YOUNGe



_5_
IN THE 186 INTERVENING YEARS, THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY
HAS PLAYED A MAJOR PART IN OUR NATION'S ECONOMIC GROWTHe

IT IS NOW THE LARGEST EMPLOYER OF LABOR IN MANUFACTURING,

A LABOR FORCE
WITH COMBINED TEXTILE AND APPAREL MANUFACTURTNG-ACCOUNTING

OF WOR KERS .
R TWO MILLION, 400 THOUSAND FoP%,



-6-
FORTUNATELY, YOUR INDUSTRY WAS ONE OF TVHE FIRST |
TO COME OUT OF THE RECENT RECESS IONe ‘WE CAN ALL LbOK
FORWARD CONFIDENTLY TO CONTINUED ECONOMIC RECOVERY THIS YEARe
FIRST, LET ME SAY | AM FULLY AWARE OF THE
COMPETITIVE SITUATION THAT IS FACING THE TEXTILE AND APPAREL
INDUSTRIESe | CAN ASSURE YOU, | AM DETERMINED TO SUPPORT

YOUR EFFORTS TO KEEP THESE INDUSTRIES STRONG AND THRIVINGe
Tewomomin, LLeonmmii, - qout] nhun-
v % MM . [lsten, L Cet_
ool o T o Povd
Tr . anelo



-7-
4AS YOU KNOW, THE UNITED STATES IMPORTS TEXTILES
AND APPAREL FROM. 120 COUNTRIESe WE HAVE.JOINED WITH
50 OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE MULTIFIBER ARRANGEMENT TO PROVIDE
THE GROUND RULES TO ASSURE THAT WORLDWIDE TRADE CAN CONTINUE
TO GROW WITHOUT DISRUPTIONe IN THl.S INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK,
THE UNITED- STATES HAS NEGOTIATED 18 AGREEMENTSe SIXTEEN HAVE

BEEN SIGNED, AND TWO MORE ARE EXPECTED TO BE SIGNED SHORTLYe



-8-

THE MULTIFIBER ARRANGEMENT -- WHICH HAs BEEN
IN FORCE UNDER GATT AUSPICES SINCE JANUARY 1974 --
HAS BEEN UNDER REVIEW DURING THE PAST YEAR WITHIN THE
ADMINIST.RATION, TO CONSIDER WHETHER IT SHOULD BE EXTENDED,
MODIFIED OR DISCONTINUEDe ALTHOUGH IT IS BY N(j MEANS
A PERFECT INSTRUMENT, OUR REVIEW SUGGESTS THAT M_F A,

HAS FUNCTIONED REASONABLY WELLe




-9-
| HAVE THEREFORE CONCLUDED THAT THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT SHOULD SEEK A RENEWAL OF THE MULTIFIBER

ARRANGEMENT -- AND | WILL INSTRUCT OUR TEXTILE NEGOTIATORS

——

TO PURSUE ITS RENEWAL IN THE GATT TEXTILE COMMITTEEe

—




-10-
QME OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST PRODUCERS OF TEXTILES X-

I

o
A Y- IS NOT A PARTY TO THE

-

MULTIFIBER ARRANGEMENTe [ AM AWARE THAT THERE IS CONSIDERABLE

CONCERN IN THE U,S, TEXTILE INDUSTRY ABOUT RAPIDLY RIS ING IMPORTS

ﬁmmgmm.

il ~R=C, I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT

| SHARE YOUR DESIRE TO AVOID DISRUPTION OF OUR DOMESTIC

EEEN—— S——

TEXTILE N\ARK;%.« »7 Arienct .




-1I-
THE MATTER IS PRESENTLY UNDER REVIEW AT THE
CABINET LEVELe | AM TAKING A PERSONAL INTEREST IN THE

PROBLEM AND FOLLOWING THESE DELIBERATIONS CLOSELYe

KTWWW
BEAR ON 5 TANT
T w

FORMGARQLICY CONSJDERATONSo
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‘BT | CAN ASSURE YOU THAT | AM GENUINELY COMMITTED TO
FINDING THE MOST APPROPRIATE WAY OF DEALING WITH THIS

PROBLEM TO ENSURE THAT OUR DOMESTIC MARKET IS NOT SERIOUSLY

amspssmany SRR
b

L Y L

DISRUPTED/AND THAT OUR OBJECTIVES UNDER THE MULTIFIBER

ARRANGEMENT ARE METe 9. . Avrynnc &k
her  h— U
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OTHER STEPS ALSO NEED TO BE TAKEN TO KEEP OUR
TEXTILE INDUSTRY STRONG AND PROSPEROUS, INCLUDING REFORM
OF OUR REGULATORY SY STEMe WE NEVED TO INSURE THAT
LEGITIMATE CONCERNS OVER NOISE LEVELS, DUST AND WATER POLLUTION

ARE MET AT A PACE/AND AT A LEVEL}HAT CAN BE SUSTAINED BY

INDUSTRY AND BY THE ECONOMYe
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ALSO, HIGH ON OUR LIST OF NEEDS IS ENERGY

CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENTy - d kat«'t\

A



-14-

AS USERS QF NATURAL CAS IN THE "FINISHING" OF
FABRICS, YOU KNOW HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT WE HAVE AN
ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF THIS VI‘TAL RESOURCEe AND AS USERS
OF MAN-MADE FIBERS, YOU KNOW HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT

WE HAVE AN ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF PETROLEUMe
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IN ORDER TO BE CERTAIN THAT THESE VITAL SUPPLIES
ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL AMERICAN INDUSTRYy | CONTINUE TO

SUPPORT THE DEREGULATION OF NATURAL GAS AND THE DEVELOPMENT

T ————,

OF AN ENERGY CONSERVATION ETHIC/AS ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS IN

ACHIEVING ENERGY INDEPENDENCE FOR THE UNITED STATESe

AND IN THIS’ | KNOW [ HAVE YOUR SUPPORTe




-16-
BESIDE THE NEED FOR ADEQUATE 'SUPPLIES OF ENERGY)

| KNOW YOU HAVE OTHER ONGOING CONCERNSe

Art '« bt 15 -

Me—v‘fw.’ .
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| KNOW YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT AMERICAN
TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE TEXTILE FIELDe Too VO'FTEN
WE HAVE BECOME AN IMPORTER OF TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY RATHER THAN
THE EXPORTER WE ONCE WEREe INDUSTRY MUST PROV IDE
55

ADEQUATE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FUND Se AND IT SHOULD SEE

THAT THESE FUNDS ARE NOT THE FIRST TO BE CUT DURING TOUGH TIMESe

GIlF v tatn »4 ieyp
W% o« M7 Wl‘\«-"-
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| ONE WAY TO ASSURE THAT AMERICA CONTINUES TO
DEVELOP NEEDED TECHNOLOGY IS TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT WE CQNTINUE |
OUR STRONG ECONOMIC RECOVERY,, / AND NOT FALL ON TOUGH TIMES
AGAINe
OUR POLICIES OF BALANCED ECONOMIC GROWTH --
AVOIDING THE PITFALLS OF INFLATION, AND THE BOOM AND BUST

PSYCHOLOGY -- CAN ASSURE THHSs wa that wa'l] Lag

N N A '*“\
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OUR POLICIES OF FREEING THE PRIVATE ENTERPRISE
SYSTEM FROM EXCESSIVE PAPERWORK AND UNNEEDED REGULATION  --

CAN ASSURE THISe

AND OUR POLICIES OF PROVIDING INDUSTRY WITH
ADEQUATE INCENTIVES FOR CAPITAL INVESTMENT -- CAN ASSURE

THISe

A Tt b
J YV oL~ . "‘“ﬂ"', "’b e
m e r*Yyp— »
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WE HAVE SET OUR ECONOMY ON A STEADY COURSE,
AND 1T 1S WORKINGe
ANDy WITH YOUR HELP, WE WILL CONTINUE TO MOVE
FORWARD WITH POLICIES TO PROVIDE GROWING EMPLOYMENT,
A RISING STANDARD OF LIVING, OUR NATION AT PEACE -- AND
AN AMERICA GREATER THAN ANY PREVIOUS GENERATION HAS EVER KNOWNe

THANK YOU VERY MUCHe

END OF TEXT






