
The original documents are located in Box 26, “3/20/76 - Remarks at a Breakfast Meeting 
in Honor of Mr. James Martin, Charlotte, N.C.” of the President’s Speeches and 

Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



MAR TIN BREAKFAST 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

GOVER NOR HOLSHOUSER 
J)R. MAstntt 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 

NOTE: Sunday is Jim Martin's mother's birthday. 

Digitized from Box 26 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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IT IS A PLEASURE TO BE BACK IN CHARLOTTE 

AND IN THE GREAT STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA TODAYe 

THIS IS THE THIRD TIME I'VE BEEN TO CHARLOTTE 

IN THE PAST TWO YEARSe 
----,.__. 



-2-
THE LAST TIME I WAS HERE1 IN MAY OF 19751 JIM MARTIN 

ASSEMBLED 105,000 OF HIS CLOSEST FRIENDS TO MEET ME FOR 
...... , 

MECKLENBURG COUNTY'S BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION. 

YOU GAVE ME A VERY WARM WELCOME THEN1 AND 

I APPRECIATE THE ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION YOU'VE GIVEN ME 

TODAY. 
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I AM ESPECIALLY GLAD TO JOIN YOU IN THIS 

WELL-DESERVED TRIBUTE TO MY FRIEND AND YOUR OUTSTANDING 

CONGRESSMAN_, JIM MARTINe 

WHILE I'M HERE, THERE ARE A FEW OTHER 

PEOPLE I WOULD Ll KE TO SALUTE. 
-- . -----
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FIRST OF AL~ LET ME WISH JIM MARTIN1S 

MOTHER A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY TOMORROW. "MOM" AND 
..... .tl -

"POP" MARTIN ARE WELL KNOWN IN WASHINGTON, THANKS TO 
----

THEIR SONe JIM IS EVERY BIT AS PROUD OF YOU AS I KNOW 

-----
YOU ARE OF H IM1 AND n•s EASY TO SEE WHY • 
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ANOTHER OUTSTAND lNG TAR HEEL WORTHY OF 

TRIBUlE IS YOUR GREAT GOVERNOR, JIM HOLSHOUSER. 
~ - ~-~ 

THE SAME GOES FOR MY OLD FRIEND AND YOUR 

FORMER CONGRESSMAN~ CHARLIE JONAS_, AND HIS LOVELY 

WIFE1 ANNIE ELLIOTT. 
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AND LET ME PUT IN A GOOD WORD_, TOO.I FOR 

CORNBREAD MAXWELL1 LEW MASSEY, AND THE "FORTY-N INERS" 

OF U.N.C. • CHARLOTIEe 

THE NINTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF NORTH 
-- ---

CAROLINA HAS MORE THAN ITS SHARE OF WINNERSe 
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I CAN PERSONALLY VOUCH FOR THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE QUITE 

A REPUTATION IN THE HOUSE OF REPRE~ NTATIVES IN 
-

WASHINGTON. 

YOU DON 1T SffiLE FOR GOOD CONGRESSMEN TO --
REPRESENT YOU -- YOU INS 1ST ON GREAT CONGRESSMEN. 
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THE PEOPLE OF THIS DISTRICT HAVE SHOWN 

THEIR GOOD TASTE AND THEIR COMMITMENT TO GOOD 

GOVERNMENT BY SEND lNG CHARLIE JONAS TO THE CONGRESS TEN --
TIMES, AND JIM MARTIN TWICE. ---

I HOPE YOU'LL CONTINUE THAT GREAT RECORD 

---
AND ELECT JIM MARTIN TO A THIRD TERM ON NOVEMBERS, 1976e 
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YOU HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO BE PROUD OF 

JIM MARTIN, AND I KNOW YOU AREe 
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SINCE HE FIRST WENT TO THE CONGRESS IN 

JANUARY OF 1973_, -!!M HAS DEMONSTRATED AN OUTSTAND lNG 

CAPABILITY TO DEAL WITH THE ISSUES FORCEFULLY' INTELLIGENTLY, 

AND WITH A GREAT DEAL OF PLAIN OLD NORTH CAROLINA COMMON 

SEN SEe 
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AS THE FIRST NORTH CAROLINIAN TO SIT ON THE ----
HOUSE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE SINCE 1950, JIM HAS PROVEN - -
BEYOND ANY DOUBT THAT HE IS A OED ICATED AND POWERFUL 

ADVOCATE OF FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY IN GOVERNMENT. 

I WISH WE HAD MORE JIM MARTINS ON THAT 

COMMlTIEE AND lN THE CONGRESS AS A WHOLE. 
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IN ADD IT ION TO THAT PRESTIGIOUS AND VERY 

IMPORTANT COMMITIEE ASSIGNMENT, JIM HAS JUST BEEN NAMED 

CHAIRMAN OF THE REPUBLICAN TASKFORCE ON HEALTH, WHICH WILL ----
INVESTIGATE THE PROBLEMS OF HEALTH CARE IN AMERICA, AND - - / 

HElP DETERMINE WHAT PROPER ROLE THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

SHOULD PLAY IN THIS FIELDe 
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JIM HAS ALREADY LNTRODUCED LEGISLATION TO 
::s;; 

HELP MEET THE STAGGER lNG COSTS OF CATASTROPHIC OR -------
PROLONGED I LL.NESSe 
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HE TAKES A LITTLE DIFFERENT APPROACH THAN THE 

ONE I PROPOSED IN MY STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS, BUT WE 

HAVE THE SANf. GOAL, AND I APPRECIATE HIS INTEREST AND 

- ----
INVOLVEMENT IN THIS AREA OF CRITICAL IMPORTANCE TO YOU AND 

TO MILLIONS OF AMERICANS. 
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JIM MARTIN KN~~s, AS YOU AND I KNOW~THAT 

THERE'S NO REASON PEOPLE SHOULD HAVE TO GO BROKE JUST TO 

GET WELL OR STAY WELL IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

AS ONE OF ONLY A HANDFUL OF SCIENTISTS IN THE 

CONGREss, JIM HAS HAD A SPECIAL ROLE TO PLAY IN THE 

CRITICAL FIELD OF ENERGY INDEPENDENCE, AS WELLe 
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HE RECOGNIZES~HAN MOST PEOPLE\ 

JUST HOW SERIOUS OUR ENERGY S lTUATION REALLY IS1 AND MORE ----
IMPORTANT? HE'S DOING SOMETHING ABOUT ITe 
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HIS AMENDMENTS TO ENERGY lEGISlATION HAVE 
ac;zc -

HELPED RESCUE THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY HERE IN NORTH CAROLINA 

AND THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY FROM THE PROSPECT OF VERY 

ADVERSE DEVELOPMENTS. 
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HE HAS ALSO BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN THE EFFORT 

TO ACHIEVE ENERGY INDEPENDENCE THROUGH PROGRAMS OF 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OF NEW ENERGY SOURCES. 

JIM IS ALSO A STRONG CHAMPION OF THE GENERAL ----
REVENUE SHARING PROGRAM WHICH HAS MEANT SO MUCH TO 

NORTH CAROLINA. 
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I HELPED LEAD THE FIGHT FOR THIS PROGRAM AS REPUBLICAN LEADER -
OF THE HOUSE IN 1972, AND I INTEND TO FIGHT JUST AS HARD 

- ,.,... -
TO EXTEND THAT PROGRAM IN 1976. 

IN THE LAST FOUR YEARS1 NORTH CAROLINA HAS RECEIVED 

OVER 600 MILLION DOLLARS IN GENERAL REVENUE SHARING FUNDS. 
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THE CITY OF CHARLOTTE HAS RECEIVED OVER 20 Ml LLION DOLLARS,_ 

AND MECKLENBURG COUNTY MORE THAN 10 Ml LLION DOLLARS. 

I'VE PROPOSED A FIVE AND THREE-QUARTER YEAR 

EXTENSION OF THE GENERAL REVENUE SHARING PROGRAM, AND AN 

INCREASE IN FUND I NG FOR THE PROGRAM. 
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UNDER THE NEW BILL, N61tlll ; .. n~EII'd/\ "oJGGL9 itECLIUE~ 

WO\Jl-D REc.C.tVE r 
~~liil~=*=~f=M!J!Ie!~1~ CHARLOTTE 1.6 Ml LLION DOLLARS, 

___... 

AND MECKLENBURG COUNTY 15 Ml LLION DOLLARS. ----------
JIM MARTIN KNOWS THAT THIS PROGRAM HAS WORKED WELl.. 

AND IT1S WORKED WITHOUT A LOT OF WASHINGTON BUREAUCRATS 

TELLING LOCAL PEOPLE HOW TO SOLVE LOCAL PROBLEMS. 
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THAT1S A TREND I WANT TO ENCOURAGE IN EVERY 

-
POSSIBLE WAY1 AND REVENUE SHARING HAS BEEN A VERY GOOD 

PLACE TO START. 
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IN FIGHTING FOR REVENUE-SHARING ANJ IN MANY 

OTHER LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS, JIM HAS PROVEN HE HAS THE -
EXPERTISE AND THE DEEP COMMITMENT TO SERVICE THAT MAKE 

HIM A TRULY OUTSTAND lNG REPRESENTATIVE OF YOUR INTERESTS 

AND YOUR BELIEFS. 
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v 
HE'S A GOOD MAN1 AND I HOPE YOU'LL -=- A,__ __ 

KEEP HIM \AORKING FOR YOU IN WASHINGTON. 
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AND THAT BRINGS ME TO ANOTHER, 

INCIDENTAL REASON I'M IN NORTH CAROLINA TODAY. 

-
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THERPS A RUMOR GOING AROUND THAT NORTH 

CAROLINA IS PLANNING TO HOLD A PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 

NEXT TUESDAY • I HEARD ABOUT IT ON THE PLANEe 
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SINCE I'M HERE ANYWAY FOR THIS GREAT SALUTE 

~~~d4. 
TO JIM MARTIN, LET ME GIVE YOU A FEW REASONS WHY I HOPE 

;_~ - 114. fl~. 
YOU'LL MAKE IT YOUR PRIMARY OBJECTIVE NEXT TUESDAY 0 KEEP 

YOUR PRES I DENT IN OFFICE FOR THE NEXT FOUR YEARS. 

~~ 
ONE GOOD REASON IS THAT THINGS ARE REALLY 

LOOKING UP FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AN£RICA IN 1976tt 



- 28-

WE'VE BEEN THROUGH SOME BAD TllVfS IN AMERICA 

IN RECENT YEARSe THERE'S NO DENYING IT, BUT THERE'S ALSO 

NO USE IN DWElliNG ON IT • -
I'M lOOKING TO THE FUTURE, AND THAT FUTUR~ 

AS I SEE 111 IS FILLED WITH HOPE~ND PROMIS~ND 

FULFillMENT FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 
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I'M DARN PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN, AND 
E --- .. 

I'M PROUD OF AMERICA, AND I THINK YOU ARE, TOOe 

IN THE LAST 19 MONTHS1 AMERICA HAS MADE 

SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS IN MANY1 MANY IMPORTANT AREAS 

OF OUR NATIONAL UFEe 
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AMERICA TODAY IS AT PEACEe 
~ 

TODAY THERE 

ARE NO AMERICANS IN COMBAT ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD \ AND 

I INTEND TO KEEP IT THAT WAY • 

I AM PURSU lNG A POLICY OF PEACE THROUGH 

STRENGTH. 
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AMERICA'S DEFENSES TODAY ARE SECOND TO NONE -- AND . .. 
THEY WILL CONTINUE TO BE SECOND TO NONE AS LONG AS I AM 

YOUR PRES I DENT • 

IN ADD IT ION TO OUR Ml LITARY STRENGTH, 

AMERICA'S ECONOMIC STRENGTH IS BEING STEADILY RESTORED 

AFTER THE WORST RECESS ION IN 40 YEARS. 
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IT'S EASY TO GET LOST IN A SEA OF STATISTICS 

WHEN WE TALK ABOUT ECONOMICS. A SIMPLE WAY TO LOOK 

AT IT IS TO RECALL THAT 19 MONTHS AG01 EVERYTH lNG THAT WAS 

SUPPOSED TO BE GOING UP WAS GOING DOWN1 AND VICE VERSAe 

TODAY, HOWEVER, Vi 'RE HEADED IN THE RIGHT D I RECTI ONe 
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THANKS TO THE COMMON SENSE POLl C IES 

I INITIATED AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS RECESSION, AND THANKS 

TO THE DETERMINATION AND THE COURAGVND THE !,NGENU!!Y 

OF THE AMERICAN PEOPL£1 WE ARE WORKING OUR WAY OUT OF 

RECESS lONe 
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WE ARE ON THE ROAD TO A NEW PROSPERITY IN 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA_, AND I'M NOT ABOUT TO TAKE 

UN EMPLOYMENT IS GOING DOWNe PRICES 

ARE STAB I LIZ INGe 

THE PAST 18 MONTHSe 

.... --

INFLATION HAS BEEN CUT IN HAlF IN 
---....: 
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IN FACT1 THE LABOR DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED JUST 

YESTERDAY THAT CONSUMER PRICES INCREASED ONLY ONE-TENTH 

---
OF ONE PERCENT IN FEBRUARY_, THE SMALLEST MONTHLY INCREASE 

IN MORE THAN FOUR YEARS. 
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ON AN ANNUAL BAS IS_, THAT REPRESENTS AN INFLATION 

RATE OF JUST A LITTLE MORE THAN ONE PERCENT, AND THAT'S 

A WHOLE LOT BETTER THAN THE TWELVE PERCENT WE WERE EXPERIENCING 

A YEAR AND A HALF AGO AT THE OUTSET OF MY PRESIDENCY. 
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I WON'T TRY TO MISLEAD YOU AND SAY THE NEWS 

ON INFLATION WILL BE THIS GOOD EVERY MONTHe BUT THIS 
~ ... 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENT IS POWERFUL EVIDENCE THAT WE ARE 

REALLY GffiiNG INFLATION UNDER CONTROL, AND WE'RE NOT 

GOING TO LET GO NOW1 UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES. 

-
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THERPS STILL MORE GOOD ECONOMIC NEWS. - -- a!: ---

THE RATE OF GROWTH IN FEDERAL SPEND lNG HAS BEEN CUT IN --
HALF IN THE BUDGET I SUBMITIED FOR THE NEW FISCAL YEARe 

-
THE NUMBER OF JOBS FOR AMERICANS IS 

GROWING EVERY DAYe WE'VE RECOVERED 100 PERCENT OF 

THE JOBS WE LOST DURING THE RECESS lONe 
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CONSUMER CONFIDENCE IS UPe INDUSTRIAL 

PRODUCTION IS UPe HOUS lNG STARTS ARE UPe THE GROSS -
NATIONAL PRODUCT IS UPe REAL EARNINGS FOR THE AVERAGE 

-
WORKER ARE UPe 

--
IN SHORT, JUST ABOUT EVERYTHING IS LOOKING 

-
UP FOR AMERICA THIS YEARe 
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THERPS NO REASON WE SHOULD CHANG! COURSE NOW, ~REASON 
..._, - -

TO TRADE IN YOUR FORD ON A NEW MODEL IN 1976• 

OBVIOUSLY1 THERE1S A LOT MORE THAT WE NEED 

TO DO IN AMERICA. WE STILL HAVE OUR SHARE OF PROBLEMS, . ~ .. ~ 

AND WE AREN 1T AFRAID TO ADMIT THEM OR AFRAID TO FACE THEMe 
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BUT IT'S ONE THING JO ADft!.!T OUR PROBII.MS~ I AND 

ANOTHER TO BE HYPNOTIZED BY THEM AND REFUSE TO SEE THE 
-

STRENGT~ND THE RESOLV~D THE CONFIDENC~ND THE PURSUIT 

OF PROGRESS WHICH CHARACTERIZE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 
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THE VERY FACT THAT WE HAVE WEATHERED 

SO MANY STORMS IN RECENT YEARS PROVES TO ME THAT THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IS STILL THE GREATEST NATION ON 

EARTHe 
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WE HAVE ENDURED SHOCKS TO OUR SYSTEM 

THAT MIGHT HAVE PARALYZED A LESSER COUNTRY, BUT WE 

HAVE EMERGED STRONGER THAN EVERe 

THIS IS A GREAT COUNTRY. WE'RE WCKY TO BE 

AMERICANS_, AND I DON'T THINK ANY OF US WOULD TRADE PLACES 

-
WITH THE PEOPLE OF ANY OTHER COUNTRY IN THE WORLDe 
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I WANT TO MAKE AMERICA AN EVEN GREATER 

NATION IN THE FUTURE. I WANT AMERICA TO STAY ON 

THE ROAD TO PROSPERITY1~o !'ALK THE PATH OF PEACE. 
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THAT IS WHY I AM AS.KING FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

NEXT TUESDAY, NEXT NOVEMBER.? AND IN THE CHALLENGING 

YEARS AHEAD • 

THANK YOU VERY MUCHe 

END OF TEXT 




