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TELEVISION MESSAGE ON HEALTH BLOCK GRANTS 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1976 
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TODAY, I AM ASKING THE CONGRESS TO ENACT 

THE FINANCIAL ASS I STANCE FOR HEALTH CARE ACT WHICH WILL 

CONSOLIDATE MEDICAID AND 15 CATEGORICAL FEDERAL HEALTH 

PROGRAMS INTO A TEN BILLION DOLLAR BLOCK GRANT TO THE STATES. 

I AM PROPOSING THAT FUTURE FEDERAL FUND I NG FOR THIS NEW 

PROGRAM BE INCREASED IN INCREMENTS OF 500 MILLION DOLLARS 

ANNUALLY. 
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MY PROPOSAL IS DESIGNED TO DISTRIBUTE 

FEDERAL HEALTH DOLLARS MORE EQUITABLY AND TO INCREASE 

STATE CONTROL OVER HEALTH SPENDING. MY PROPOSAL 

ALSO RECOGNIZES WHAT I CONSIDER TO BE A MORE APPROPRIATE 

FEDERAL ROLE IN PROVIDING FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO STATE --
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY AND DISTRIBUTION ,. ... 

OF HEALTH SERVICES. 
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LET ME EMPHASIZE THAT NO STATE WILL RECEIVE 

LESS FEDERAL MONEY IN THE FUTURE UNDER MY BLOCK GRANT -
PROPOSAL THAN IT RECEIVED IN FISCAL YEAR 1976 UNDER THE 

PROGRAMS BEING CONSOUDATEDe 
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MY CONSOUDATlON PROPOSAL WILL ALLOW THE STATES 

GREATER FLEXIBILITY IN PROVIDING FOR THE DELIVERY 

OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES TO THOSE WITH LOW INCOME. 

IT ELIMINATES THE REQUIREMENTS FOR STATE MATCH lNG FUNDS. 
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MY PROPOSAL IS DESIGNED TO REDUCE FEDERAL 

RED TAPE, \IN~SE LOCAL CONTROL OVER HEALTH SPENDING\ 

AND EXPAND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN HEALTH PLANNING. -
IT IS ESSENTIAL TO CONTINUING OUR NATIONAL PROGRESS 

IN THE FIELD OF HEALTH. I URGE THE CONGRESS TO MOVE 

SWIFTLY AND POSITIVELY ON THIS LEGISLATION. 
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