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THE PRESIDENT HAS SREN. ...

PRAYER BREAKFAST FOR ATHLETES

FEBRUARY 15, 1976



IT IS AN HONOR AND A SPECIAL PRIVILEGE FOR ME

T0O WELCOME TO THE WHITE HOUSE SOME OF THE MOST OUTSTANDING

ATHLETES IN AMERICA TODAYe

——



_0-
PRESIDENT KENNEDY ONCE HELD A STATE DINNER

FOR NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS AND SAID THERE HAD NEVER

BEEN SUCH AN EXTRAORDINARY COLLECTION OF TALENT AND

——

HUMAN KNOWLEDGE AT THE WHITE HOUSE BEFORE,/WITH THE

POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF WHEN THOMAS JEFFERSON DINED ALONEe
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| BELIEVE IT IS SAFE TO SAY/THAT NO MORE

OUTSTANDING REPRESENTATION OF ATHLETIC PROWESS HAS

4 Lt W
EVER BEEN SEEN HERE 'BEFORE TODAY.
YOUR ATHIJETlC ABILITIES, HOWEVER, EVEN THOUGH

FAR EXCELLING THOSE OF THE AVERAGE PERSON/')R THE AVERAGE

ATHLETE,/ARE NOT ALL THAT MAKE YOU SPECIALe



_4_
YOU ARE ALSO SPECIAL BECAUSE OF YOUR LOVE

OF GOD AND YOUR FAITH IN HIM -- A LOVE AND A FAITH

[

a—————t B
et

| SHAREe

e
P

THE APOSTLE PAUL, WRITING TO THE CORINTHIANS,

-_—__________—-
-——/

SAID "THEY WHICH RUN IN A RACE RUN ALL, BUT ONE

agu—

—

RECEIVETH THE PRIZEe"
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EVERYONE IN THIS ROOM HAS RUN THE RACEe

/~J

,—-’4

YOU HAVE RECEIVED THE PRIZE THAT COMES WITH EXCELLENCEe

YOU HAVE TASTED WHAT JIM Mc KAY CALLS "THE THRILL OF VICTORY ,

pu———

AND THE AGONY OF DEFEATS"

———
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AND YET, YOU KNOW THAT BECAUSE OF YOUR FAITH,

YOU CAN NEVER REALLY BE DEFEATEDe THERE WILL BE

Se———

SETBACKS e THERE WILL BE RACES OR MATCHES OR GAMES
/

_/""\____—'

YOU WILL NOT WiNe BUT YOU WILL NEVER BE DEFEATED
_———:__..-""":—'_

BECAUSE THE PRESENCE OF GOD IS TOO STRONG IN YOUR LIVESe

om————
e empp———

— e
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IF GOD IS ON YOUR SIDE, AND HE WILL BEJIF YOU

am— /'— > g

p—————t et
S——

ARE ON HIS,/NO MAN OR WOMAN CAN EVER DEFEAT YOUe

AS THE BIBLE SAYS, "IF GOD BE FOR US, WHO CAN BE

s

AGAINST US?"
e

———
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AS PRESIDENT, AND AS ONE WHO HAS BEEN IN
PUBLIC LIFE FOR 27 YEARS, | HAVE HAD MY SHARE OF
POLITICAL VICTORIES e AS A REPUBLICAN IN A DEMOCRATIC-
DOMINATED CONGRESS FOR MOST OF THAT TIME, /1 HAVE KNOWN

A ——————— et
e e s

MYMIS}MRE OF DEFEATS ALONG THE WAY, AS WELLe

e —
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BUT WHENEVER | AM DISCOURAGED OR DISAPPOINTED

—————— ——

BY THE COURSE OF EVENTS, | KNOW THAT THERE IS A PLACE

i

_—
| CAN GO FOR SOLACE AND FOR STRENGTHe

T
S ]
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THAT KNOWLEDGE IS A SOURCE OF GREAT COMFORT

——

AND CONSOLATION TO MEe

IT HAS SUSTAINED ME IN THE HOUR OF TRIAL, AND

CHASTENED ME IN THE HOUR OF TRIUMPH AND PRIDEe
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| SINCERELY BELIEVE THAT AMERICA 1S THE GREAT NATION

——re——

————

(
\

‘,
IT IS TODAY BECAUSE WE HAVE,\FROM THE FIRST}\ DECLARED

OUR DEPENDENCE ON GOD AND PLACED OUR TRUST IN HlMe

"IN GOD WE TRUST' IS MORE THAN OUR NATIONAL
—

MOTTO -- IT IS THE TESTAMENT WE HAVE FOLLOWED FROM OUR

e ——
-—'-‘-/

EARLIEST DAYSe
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’______/-—’—'__—\\

\

THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, '\ HAS BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR MUCH
\

P smmanntl

THE SPIRIT OF COMPETlTION,\ SO STRONG IN AMERICA

OF OUR MATERIAL PROGRESS, fJUST AS IT HAS BEEN PARTIALLY

/

RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN THE

FIELD OF SPORTSe
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BUT THERE IS A HIGHER SPIRIT, A NOBLER SPIRIT

A—————— o
q———— €

WHICH PERVADES OQUR NATIONAL LIFE AND MAKES THE

QUALITY OF OUR LIVES SO MUCH MORE IMPORTANT TO US fTHAN

=

THE QUANTITY OF OUR POSSESSIONS OR INDIVIDUAL HONORSe
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THAT SPIRIT, THAT INFINITE SPIRIT OF HOPE\AND

—

\
COMPASSION\AND LOVE, HAS LIVED THROUGH THE AGESe

———

P ad
—

WE ARE FORTUNATE THAT IT HAS DWELT SO LONG/AND BLESSED

D et
p——r

S0 RICHLY/'HIS LAND AND ITS PEOPLEe
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e —y

OUR CONSTANT PRAYER MUST BE/'HAT THIS SPIRIT

WILL FIND ITS WAY INTO OUR OWN INDIVIDUAL HEARTS\OUR

MINDS,| OUR LIVESe

——— de—

THE DISCIPLINE OF ATHLETICS TEACHES US TO DENY

f—-——u

OURSELVES THOSE THINGS WHICH MIGHT HAMPER OUR

o

PERFORMANCE ON THE FIELD OF CHALLENGEe
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BUT THAT DISCIPLINE TELLS US THAT THE REWARDS

———en

OF OUR SUCCESS WILL FAR OUTWEIGH THE RESTRICTIONS

e e

OF OUR TRAININGe

SO IT IS WITH THE RELIGIQUS LIFE, FOR WHICH

THE ULTIMATE REWARD 1S NOTHING LESS THAN A PLACE

IN THE KINGDOM OF GODs
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EACH OF YOU IN THIS ROOM SHARES THAT ULTIMATE GOAL
-
WITH MEe EACH OF YOU -(- FAMOUS AND WEALTHY AND HAPPY

S \"—_—‘ —

AS YOU MAY BE \*:\- KNOWS THAT THE THINGS OF THIS WORLD ARE

\ —
FLEETING, THAT_'IMMORTALITY' 1S NOT SOMETHING A
—_— T—_—

SPORTSWRITER CAN BESTOW UPON YOU, THAT ALL EARTHLY

THINGS SHALL PASS AWAYe

T ——————
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FOR THIS REASON, YOU HAVE MADE A COMMITMENT

THAT WILL LAST BEYOND THIS MORTAL LIFE INTO THE TRUE REALM

e

OF IMMORTALITY e

r—/—-/

YOU HAVE MADE THE GREAT DECISION TO LIVE YOUR

— —_—

LIVES IN SUCH A WAY/THAT YOU WOULD REJOICE IN THE

OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE YOUR GOD THROUGH ETERNITY e
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YOU ARE PREPARED TO LAY ALL YOUR TROPHIES

—

AT HIS FEETe

P Anma

THIS IS A WORTHY AND WONDERFUL GOAL FOR

ALL OF OUR LIVESe



-20-

LET US STRIVE ALWAYS TO ACHIEVE IT, SO THAT

——
rererr—————

WE MAY SAY WITH PAUL, AT THE END OF OUR LIVES,

"I HAVE FOUGHT A GOOD FIGHT, | HAVE FINISHED MY COURSE,

| HAVE KEPT THE FAITHe"

———

—_—TT
——

END OF TEXT






