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PRESIDENT AND MRS; MARCOS\ ~~~;JNGUJSHED GUEST~RIENDS: 
I COME TO THE PHI Ll PPI NES AT THE END OF A STRENUOUS BUT 

EXCITING JOURNEY TO NATIONS ONCE REGARDED AS DISTANT# BUT NOW 

ARE OUR NEIGHBORS IN A NEW AND INTER-DEPENDENT WORlD. 
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ON THE WAY HOME; 1 HAVE STOPPED TO VJ SlT AMER1 CA'S OlD AND --....__ 

GOOD FRIENDS. -_ ·L. THE GRACIOUS AND WORlD-RENOWNED 

PHILIPPINE HOSPITALITY EXCEEDS ITS REPUTATION. 

Digitized from Box 21 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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THROUGHOUT THIS TRIP# I HAVE OBSERVED AN INTERNATIONAL 

SENSE OF COMMUNITY.S A SHARED COMMITMENT TO PEACE AND A BffiER 

Ll FEt I FOUND A COMMON DETERMINATION BY LEADERS OF NATIONS 

TO CHART THEIR OWN COURSES \TO SHAPE THEIR OWN CHARACTERS. 
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I SAW A GROWl NG AWARENESS THAT THIS DETERMINATION OF I ND I VI DUALS 

AND Ni\ Tl ONS TO BE INDEPENDENT AND SELF-REU ANT IS A CONSTRUCTIVE 

FORCE IN THE WORLD. IT ENCOURAGES THE SENSE OF RESPECT~ FOR 

ONE~ SW' AND OTHERS~HAT IS THE BAS I S OF A REAL COMMUNITY OF 

NATIONS. 
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TODAY IN THE PHillPPINES I FIND SOMETHING MORE.. OUR TWO 

NATIONS HAVE A UNIQUE HISTORY OF SHARED EXPERIENCES AND SIMILARITY 

OF OUTlOOK. WE HAVE BOTH KNOWN THE PAl N OF WAR. 

- 6-

PRESIDENT MARCOS AND~RE ONLY TWO OF MA~ BOTH NATIONS\ 

WHO FOUGHT TOGETHER IN EARLl ER YEARSJ ONE IN THE FORESTS AND Fl ELDS 

OF LUZON, THE OTHER ON THE WATERS OF THE PHI Ll PPI NE SEA. 
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AS INDIVIDUALS AND AS NATIONS# WE HAVE BOTH TASTED THE BITTERNESS 

OF DEFEA~E SATISFACTION OF JOINT DEVOTION TO A COMMON GOA~AND 

THELESSON THAT VICTORY ~NCE ACHIEVED~ S ONL YTHE BEGINNING OF NEW 

CHALLENGES. 
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WE HAVE AlREADY OBSERVED THAT THE COMMON DETERMINATION 

OF PEOPlES THROUGHOUT AS I A AND THE REST OF THE WORLD IS TO A CHI EVE 

A MORE SATISFYING Ll FE_. THAT DETERMINATION IS SHARED BY THE 

PHI Ll PPI NES. 
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WE HAVE lEARNED AS NATIONS TO RECOGNIZE THAT WE NEED NOT ALL BE 

-
I DENT I CAl TO SURVIVE. WE HAVE LEARNED THAT WE NEED ONLY TO TREAT 

ONE ANOTHER\ DIFFERENT OR SIMILAR AS WE MAY BE-\ IN A SPIRIT OF 

OF GENEROS I TV AND MUTUAL RESPECT. 
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THIS SPIRIT\ WHICH OUR NATIONS SHAR\1 S THE ESSENCE OF REAL 

HOSPITALITY. IT IS ONE OF THE SPECIAL ELEMENTS THAT STRENGTHENS 

-
OUR SENSE OF COMMON INTEREST IN EACH OTHER'S SECURITY AND WElL-

BEl NG. 

-
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IN THAT SPIRIT~ LET ME OFFER A TOAST TO THE PRES I DENT AND 

PEOPLE OF THE PH ILl PPI NES~ AND TO THE MUTUAL RESPECT AND SENSE - -
OF COMMUNITY THAT UNITE OUR TWO GREAT REPUBLICS. 

END OF TEXT 




