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MR~ VICE PRES I DENT THE PRESIDENT HAS SUI ..... 

DISTINGUISHED DEAN OF THE Dl PlOMATIC CORPS 

REPRESENTATIVES OF All THE WONDERFUl NATIONS WE VISITED 

MEMBERS OF THE CABINET AND ADMINISTRATION 

lADIES AND GENTlEMEN 

A AND 1 w~~T- vou ALL ro KNOW How MUCH WE 

APPRECIATE YOUR BEING HERE AT THIS LATE HOUR TO WELCOME US 

HOME. THIS IS NOT THE LARGEST AIRPORT CROWD WE HAVE SEEN BUT 

IT IS EVERY BIT AS HEARTWARMING. WE THANK EACH AND EVERY 

ONE OF YOU FOR YOUR THOUGHTFULNESS. 
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I AM , OF COURSE, VERY GLAD TO BE HOME. 

BUT I AM ALSO VERY GLAD THAT I WENT TO EUROPE. 

BY REPRESENTING THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AT THE 

35-NATION CONFERENCE ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE AT 

HELSINKI, I WAS ABLE TO DELIVER IN PERSON A MESSAGE OF 

ENORMOUS SIGN I Fl CANCE TO ALL EUROPEANS: 

-3-

THAT MESSAGE WAS --AMERICA STill CARES, THE TORCH 

IN THE STATUE OF LIBERTY STILL BURNS BRIGHT •. WE WILL STAND FOR 

FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE IN 1976 AS WE DID IN 1776~ THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA STILL BELl EVES THAT ALL MEN AND WOMEN, 

EVERYWHERE, SHOULD ENJOY THE GOD-GIVEN BLESSINGS OF Ll FE, Ll BERTY 

AND THE PURSUIT OF HAP PI NESS IN A WORLD OF PEACE. 
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THE RECEPTION THAT I RECEIVED FROM THE PEOPLES OF THE 

FIVE COUNTRIES I VISITED -WEST GERMANY., POLAND., FINLAND., 

ROMANIA AND YUGOSLAVIA- WAS NOT A TRIBUTE TO ME SO MUCH AS TO 

THE IDEALS AND THE CONTINUING LEADERSHIP OF THE UNITED STATES IN 

THE WORLDWIDE EFFORT FOR PEACE., PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY FOR 

ALL NATIONS. 
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THAT AN AMERICAN PRES-IDENT COULD RECEIVE SUCH WARM AND 

HOSPITABLE WELCOMES IN THE COUNTRIES OF EASTERN EUROPE SHOWS 

THAT THE MESSAGE I BROUGHT TO HELSINKI CAME THROUGH LOUD AND 

CLEAR. 
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AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE THE FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

PRINCIPLES EMBOD lED IN THE C.S.C.E. DECLARATIONS UNTIL THE 1977 

FOLLOW-UP MEETING TO ASSESS HOW WELL ALL THE SIGNATORY STATES HAVE 

TRANSLATED THESE PRINCIPLES INTO CONCRETE ACT I ON FOR THE BENEFIT OF 

THEIR PEOPLES AND THE COMMON PROGRESS OF EUROPE. 

- 7-

EUROPEANS --EAST AND WEST-- WILL ALSO BE WATCHING. 

IF THE PRINCIPLES OF HELSINKI ARE LIVED UP TO, AS EACH LEADER 

SOLEMNLY PLEDGED, THEN WE CAN CONSIDER THE CONFERENCE A SUCCESS 

IN WHICH WE HAVE PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT PART. 
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MY RECEPTION IN THE FEDERAL REPUBliC OF GERMANY AND 

FINLAND AND THE PERSONAL TALKS THAT I WAS ABLE TO HAVE WITH 

THE LEADERS OF OUR NATO ALLIES AND OTHER GOVERNMENTS WERE 

CONSTRUCTIVE AND GREATLY GRATIFYING. SO WERE MY DISCUSSIONS 

WITH GENERAL SECRETARY BREZHNEV WHICH I AM CONFIDENT WILL LEAD TO 

AN ACCELERATED DISPOSITION OF SOME OF THE DIFFERENCES WHICH EXISTED 

BEFORE OUR MEETINGS. 
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1 BEliEVE WE ARE ON THE RIGHT COURSE AND THE COURSE THAT 

OFFERS THE BEST HOPE FOR A BETTER WORLD. I WILL CONTINUE TO STEER THAT 

STEADY COURSE BECAUSE THIS EXPERIENCE HAS FURTHER CONVINCED ME THAT 

MILLIONS OF HOPEFUL PEOPLE~ IN ALL PARTS OF EUROPE~ STILL LOOK TO 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AS THE CHAMPION OF HUMAN FREEDOM 

EVERYWHERE AND OF A JUST PEACE AMONG THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD. 
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I REPEAT: I AM GLAD THAT I WENT; I AM HAPPY TO BE BACK, 

AND I THANK YOU VERY, VERY MUCH FOR COMING TO MEET US AND WISH YOU 

ALL GOODNIGHT. 

END OF TEXT 




