
The original documents are located in Box 10, folder “6/30/75 - Talking Points: Signing 
Ceremony for the Emergency Compensation and Special Unemployment Assistance 

Extension Act of 1975” of the President’s Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



TALKING POINTS 

SIGNING CEREMONY FOR THE EMERGENCY COMPENSATION AND 

SPECIAL UNEMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE EXTENSION ACT OF 1975 

MONDAY, JUNE 30, 1975 

• 

Digitized from Box 10 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



- I -

I AM SIGNING INTO LAW TODAY H.R. 6900, THE EMERGENCY 

COMPENSATION AND SPECIAL UNEMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE EXTENSION 

ACT OF 1975. THIS ACT WILL INSURE CONTINUED UNEMPLOYMENT 

COMPENSATION BENEFITS TO AMERICANS, WHOSE BENEFITS WOULD HAVE 

EXPIRED ON JULY I. 

• 



- 2 -

THE UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION SYSTEM IS OUR MOST IMPORTANT 

MEANS OF ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE AMERICANS WHOSE JOBS HAVE BEEN LOST 

AS A RESULT OF ECONOMIC RECESS ION. FORTUNATELY, WE ARE NOW 

SEEING SIGNS IN THE ECONOMY THAT THE WORST OF THE DOWNTURN IS OVER 

AND THAT RECOVERY HAS ALREADY BEGUN. BUT WE KNOW FROM PAST 

EXPERIENCE THAT IT WILL TAKE TIME BEFORE THE EFFECTS OF THE OVERALL 

IMPROVEMENT IN THE ECONOMY ARE REFLECTED IN SUSBTANTIAL REDUCTIONS 

IN THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE. WE MUST, THEREFORE, CONTINUE TO 

PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR THOSE OUT OF WORK AS THEY SEEK JOBS. THAT 

IS THE PURPOSE AND THE PROMISE OF THE LEGISLATION I AM SIGNING 

TODAY. 

• 
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IN APRIL, I PROPOSED A BILL TO EXTEND THE 

AVAILABILITY OF UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS. SINCE THEN, 

THE CLOSE COORD I NATION AND COOPERATION BETWEEN THE CONGRESS 

AND THE AD"AINISTRATION HAVE RESULTED IN THE BILL NOW BEFORE ME. 

• 



- 4 -

I AM GRATIFIED THAT, AS A RESULT OF THIS 

COOPERATIVE SPIRIT, WE WILL BE ABLE TO ENSURE THAT ADDITIONAL 

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION BENEFITS WILL CONTINUE TO BE 

AVAILABLE TO HELP EASE THE BUR DEN ON THE UNEMPLOYED 

UNTIL THEY ARE BACK AT WORK AGAIN. I PLEDGE THE 

CONTINUED EFFORTS OF THIS ADMINISTRATION TO SPEED THAT 

DAY'S ARRIVAL. 

END OF TEXT 
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