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SATURDAY~ APRIL 261 1975 

Digitized from Box 8 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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1 ALMOST DIDN'T GET OUT TON I GHT. EVERYBODY 

KNOWS VIRGINIA IS FOR LOVERS -- SO HOW IN THE WORLD 

DO YOU TELL YOUR WIFE YOU'RE GOING TO VIRGINIA 

FOR A REPUBLICAN AFFAIR? 
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I AM HERE TONIGHT FOR A VERY SIMPLE REASON --

VIRGINIA IS FOR LOVERS. AND AS I LOOK ABOUT THIS 

ROOM, I SEE AN AWFUL LOT OF LOVE FOR THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 

HERE TON I GHT. 
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IT'S A REAL PLEASURE TO BE HERE TONIGHT. 

I UNDERSTAND THAT VIRGINIA IS FOR LOVERS. WELL~ 

IF THAT'S SO~ ALL I CAN SAY TO ALL YOU LOVERS IS~ 

11WE CAN'T GO ON MEETING Ll KE THIS -- BETTY'S GETTING 

SUSPICIOUS •11 
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IN PARTICULAR# I AM DELIGHTED TO SEE MILLS GODWIN 

HERE. THE STATE OF VIRGINIA IS VERY FORTUNATE TO HAVE A 

MAN OF HIS WISDOM AND TALENT AS ITS GOVERNOR. 

AND THE REPUBLICAN PARTY IS PROUD -- AND LUCKY 

TO HAVE HIM WITH US# INSTEAD OF AGAINST US. 
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AND LET ME ALSO THANK THE REPUBLICAN PARTY OF 

VIRGINIA FOR LENDING THE NATIONAL PARTY THE SERVICES AND 

GREAT LEADERSHIP OF DICK OBENSHEIN, OUR NATIONAL 

CO-CHAIRMAN. 
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DICK IS DOING AN OUTSTANDING JOB FOR THE PARTY 

AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL. AND I KNOW THE STATE PARTY IS 

PROSPERING UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF GEORGE McMATH. 
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YOU KNOW~ SOME OF THE SO-CALLED "EXPERTS" 

BEGAN TALKING ABOUT THE DEMISE OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY IN 

AMERICA AFTER LAST NOVEMBER'S ELECTIONS. THESE ARE THE 

SAME PUNDITS 'AHO PREDICTED MUCH THE SAME THING AFTER THE 

1964 ELECTIONS. AND THEY WERE PROBABLY SAYING THE SAME 

THING FORTY YEARS AGO. 
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BUT WE'RE STILL HERE. THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 

IS ALIVE AND WELL. AND AS LONG AS I HAVE ANYTHING 

TO SAY ABOUT THE MATTER~ IT WILL STAY THAT WAY. 
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BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP -- THE HELP OF EACH 

OF YOU -- TO BUILD A STRONGER PARTY FOR THE FUTURE 

THAN WE HAVE EVER HAD IN THE PAST. 

WE CAN DO IT. 

TOGETHER# 
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AND WE'LL START RIGHT HERE IN VIRGINIA IN 1975 --

BY WRITING A NEW CHAPTER IN THE GLORIOUS HISTORY OF THE 

OLD DOMINION. 

YOUR LOCAL AND STATE RACES THIS YEAR WILL BE 

CLOSELY WATCHED, BY FELLOW REPUBLICANS IN OTHER STATES 

AND BY THE NATIONAL NEWS MED lA. 
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THE VICTORIES WHICH YOU ACHIEVE HERE IN 

VIRGINIA NEXT NOVEMBER WILL BE THE MILEPOSTS TOWARD 

EVEN GREATER ONES ACROSS AMERICA IN NOVEMBER OF 1976. 

ALTHOUGH I ORDINARILY SHY AWAY FROM PREDICTIONS, 

LET ME GO ON RECORD HERE AND NOW: 
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THE REPUBLICAN PARTY WILL RETAIN CONTROL OF THE WiiTE HOUSE 

IN 1976. WE WILL MAKE SUBSTANTIAL GAINS IN THE UNITED STATES 

SENATE AND HOUSE RACES IN 1976 BUT TO DO SO WE MUST BEGIN TO RECRUIT 

CANDIDATES -- NOW. WE WILL ELECT A SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF -
GOVERNORS TO AT LEAST RESTORE THE BALANCE WE ONCE HELD IN THE 

NATION'S STATE HOUSES. 

..... . .. 
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AND~ USING THE MARKERS YOU HAVE SET FOR US ON 

THIS ROAD TO VICTORY~ WE WILL SUBSTANTIALLY BOOST 

REPUBLICAN REPRESENTATION IN THE STATE LEGISLATURES AND 

IN THE COUNTY AND CITY AND TOWN COUNCILS ACROSS AMERICA. 
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THE REPUBLICANS OF VIRGINIA CAN SHOW THE REST OF THE -
COUNTRY THE WAY -- WITH THE BEST POSSIBLE CANDIDATES~ WITH 

HARD-H ITT lNG ISSUES~ WITH EFFECTIVE ORGANIZATION. WITH 

\\ELL-FINANCED TREASURIES -- AND~ WITH THE MOST IMPORTANT 

lNG RED lENT -- PEOPLE -- PARTY WORKERS -- VOTERS! 
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IN MY VIEW# THERE'S NO DOUBT THAT THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 

REPRESENTS THE HOPES AND ASPIRATIONS OF VIRGINIANS FAR- BffiER THAN 

THE OPPOSITION PARTY. 

AND FRANKLY# I'M EXCITED ABOUT THE PROSPECT OF 

REPUBLICAN VICTORIES -- NOT ONLY THIS YEAR IN THIS STATE -
BUT NEXT YEAR ACROSS AMERICA. 
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AND I'LL DOw-tAT I CAN TO HELP. 

THING, I BELIEVE WE'LL BE A NATION AT PEACE. 

WE'LL HAVE AN ECONOMY THAT'S PROSPEROUS. 

FOR ONE 

I BELIEVE 
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IN POLITICS~ I BELIEVE WE'LL PROJECT A PARTY IMAGE 

WHICH WILL CAPTURE THE IMAGINATION OF THE VOTERS -- AN IMAGE 

THAT REFLECTS THE INTEGRITY~ HONESTY~ RESPONSIVENESS AND 
tC rrl 

HARD WORK THAT HAVE ALWAYS CHARACTERIZED THE GRAND OLD PARTY. 
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1 BELl EVE THE TRAD I Tl ONAL REPUBLICAN COMMITMENTS 

TO FREE ENTERPRISE# TO Fl SCAL RESPONSIBILITY IN GOVERNMENT# TO A 

STRONG NATIONAL DEFENSE# TO LOCAL CONTROL OVER LOCAL CONCERNS# 

AND TO FREEDOM FOR THE INDIVIDUAL -- ARE COMMITMENTS SHARED 

BY A MAJORITY OF VIRGINIANS AND AMERICANS. 
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THOSE SHARED COMMITMENTS -- THOSE VALUES WHICH HELP 

TIE US TOGETHER -- CAN BE TRANSLATED INTO REPUBLICAN VOTES THIS 

YEAR AND NEXT -- IF WE ARE PREPARED TO CARRY OUR MESSAGE TO THE 

PEOPLE IN A VIGOROUS, WELL-ORGANIZED AND WELL-ARTICULATED 

CAMPAIGN. 
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AS MOST OF YOU KNOW 1 I LIVED IN VIRGINIA FOR THE TWENTY-FIVE 

YEARS IS SERVED IN THE CONGRESS AND FOR THE FEW MONTHS I SERVED AS 

VICE PRESIDENT -- BEFORE MOVING TO MY PRESENT LOCATION. S0
1 

SPEAKING PERSONALLY~ I'D LIKE VERY MUCH- TO SEE VIRGINIA REPUBLICANS 

LEAD THE REST OF THE PARTY ON THE HIGH ROAD TO VICTORY -- STARTING 

THIS YEAR. IF TONIGHT'S MEETING IS AN IND ICATOR 1 WE'RE ON THE WAY. 
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AND IF YOUR STATE'S GREAT ADVERTISING SLOGAN IS AN INDICATOR~ 

VIRGINIA ISN'T JUST FOR LOVERS -- IT'S FOR REPUBLICAN LOVERS -- AS 

MILLS GODWIN AND BILL SCOTT AND BILL WHITEHURST AND BOB DANIEL AND 

CALDWELL BUTLER AND KEN ROBINSON AND BILL WAMPLER AND DOZENS OF 

REPUBLICAN STATE LEGISLATORS AND CITY AND COUNTY OFFICIALS HAVE SO 

VflL DEMONSTRATED. LET'S SV'lLL THEIR RANKS THIS YEAR AND NEXT. 
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TOGETHER~ WE CAN DO IT. 

THANK YOU. GOOD NIGHT. 

END OF TEXT 




