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1. I am very pleased to be here today and to have a chance to meet you. 

Since the Academic Council is the central force at Notre Dame for 

academic policy, I assume it was your decision to award the degree 

of Honorary Doctor of Laws to me. I am honored and grateful. 

2. I understand that the Academic Council has a number of students 

participating in its meetings as voting members. This is a 

healthy trend and you are to be commended for encouraging students 

to participate in decisions that affect their educational careers. 

This process is particularly important if students enter into this 

activity with awareness of the heavy reaponsibilities involved. 

Your situation is similar to mine: You are in your positions on this 

Council for a fixed number of years. But the consequences of your 

decisions will be felt long after you have left office. 

(more) 
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3. I understand that this Council played a major role in making 

Notre Dame coeducational three years ago -- an action that has 

been well received both on and off the campus. Here, too, we 

have similarities in our jobs. Whenever I do something that can't 

be criticized on other grounds, the question is raised, "But 

what took you so long?" 

4. I am sure this productive collaboration between faculty and students 

will continue in the future and extend to other universities. The 

rapidly changing perspectives in education in America undoubtedly 

mean difficult decisions ahead for Notre Dame as well as for 

our other institutions of higher learning. In making the soundest 

• 
possible recommendations to the Trustees and to Father Hesburgh, 

it is well that you tap the wisdom of all sectors of university life --

so that Notre Dame can continue to serve the highest needs of the 

community and the nation with the same excellence that it has in the past. 

(more) 
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5. One of the major problems which will confront Notre Dame and 

similar institutions is money. I know from Father Hesburgh that 

you here at Notre Dame are dipping into your reserves. We have 

the same problem in the Federal government. As you know, the 

,~,. 
Federal government provides about eighteen percent of the total 

cost of higher education. In my Budget proposals, Federal outlays 

for higher education student assistance rise from $1. 7 billion in 1975 

to $2 billion in 1976. The 1976 budget provides Basic Education 

Opportunity grants of up to $1, 400 to an estimated 1. 3 million students. 

In addition, $250 million will be provided to schools to support 

work-study awards. Schools will also make some $164 million in - ' 
direct loans out of revolving funds now totaling over $2 billion . 

...__ 

Expanded state student grant programs will be supported by $44 -
million in Federal funds. Finally, the guaranteed student loan 

program will continue to support post-secondary students. Every year, this 
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. 
program, by using the commercial money market, makes $1. 2 

billion of private loan money available to students, stimulated and 

backed up by $580 million for interest subsidies and insurance 

payments. The 1976 budget, then, proposes to streamline student 

aid, and to get more dollars out to the students with greatest need 

by concentrating funds on basic grants, guaranteed loans, and 

direct loans from revolving funds. 

6. In addition, I have asked the White House Domestic Council to 

explore ways which we may be helpful from Washington --without 

the establishment of new bureaucracies or the expenditure of 

massive funds which we cannot afford. I welcome your suggestions 

and ideas. I have found one of the greatest deficiencies of government 

to be the lack of new ideas and initiatives. I am trying to change 

that. Let me have the benefit of your thinking on the problems that 
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face us. I have pledged an open administration. To me, this 

means open to new ideas as well as open to public inspection. 

7. A gain, it is a pleasure to be here on this beautiful campus. Once 

again, let me restate my appreciation to you and to Notre Dame 

for the honor which you have bestowed on me. Sometimes, the 

best way to express feelings is in simple terms: Thanks. 
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