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(ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS) 


I UNDERSTAND THI S HOUR WAS FIXED FOR OUR MEETII\JG NOT BY 


MY PRESS SECRET~RY\NOT BY THE ~ETWOR~S. BUT RATHER I N ORDER TO 

ENSURE THE ATTENDANCE OF ALL THE LATE STRAYS FROM THE LAZY "R" AND "G" 
---~ 

RANCH PARTY WHI CH GENE PULLI AM PUT ON LAST NI GHT. GENE I S NOT ONLY .. 

A GREAT HOST BUT A GREAT PUBLI SHER AND I AM SURE I WI LL NEITHER BE THE ,... 

FI RST NOR THE LAST SPEAKER AT TH IS CONVENTION TO SALUTE HI M AS ONE OF THE 

FOUNDERS OF SIGMA DELTA CHI, THE SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS. 

• 




- 2 ­

BETWEEN BOB HARTMANN AND BI II ROBERTS OF MY STAFF AND 

HALF OF YOUR WASHI NGTON PROFESSIONAL CHAPTER I N THE WHITE HOUSE 

PRESS ROOM, I AM HARDLY EVER OUT OF SI GHT OF ONE OF YOUR MEMBERS, 

AND I MUST SAY I ENJOY THEI RCOMPANY AND ADMI RE THEI R PROFESSI ONALI SM. 

MOST OF THE TI ME, ANYWAY • 

• 
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I N DOl NG MY HOMEWORK FOR THI S VI SIT, I WAS BROWSI NG 

THROUGH YOUR MAGAZI NE, liTHE QU ILL", Ar\ID I READ AS FOLLOWS: 

"NATIONAL S. P.J., S.D .X. PRES I DEI\JT RALPH OTWELL IS 

ASKI NG LOCAL CHAPTERS TO C~NTACT THEI RCONGRESSMEN TO URGE THEM 

TO OVERRI DE PRESI DENT FORD'S VETO OF A BI LL TO STRENGTHEI\J THE FREEDOM 

OF INFORMATI ON ACT. OTWELL CR ITI CI ZED FORD'S ACTIOI\J SAYI NG: 

• 
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IIFOR A PRESI DENT WHO IS PUBLI ClY COMMITTED TO A MORE 

OPEN AND HONEST ADMI NI STRATI ON TO OPPOSE SI GNI FI CANT REFORMS IN 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATI ON lEGI SlATJ ON I S BOTH STARTLI NG AND 

DI SAPPOI NTI NG ••••••••• PRESI DENT FORD'S VETO SUGGESTS HI S ADMI NI STRATI ON 

IS PURSUING A DISCREDITED POLICY OF COVER-UP AS USUAl.1I 

• 


http:USUAl.1I
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FI RST I WANT TO ASSURE PRESI DENT OTWELL, THAT I HAVE NOT 

COME HERE TODAY TO ARGUE, BUT TO EI\JLI GHTEI\J. II\J FACT I MAY BE 

THE FI RST PRESI DENT I N HI STORY TO COME ALL THE WAY TO PHOENI X JUST 

TO HOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE. AND WHEN I GET HERE I FI ND OUlf THAT 

DAN RATHER IS GOI NG TO GET THE LAST WORD ANYHOW. 
~ 

BEFORE WE GO TO QUESTI ONS I WOULD LI KE TO MAKE TWO 

BRIEF OBSERVATIONS, BOTH OF WHICH BEAR ON THE BUSINESS OF THE CONGRESS 

WHI CH WI LL BE RETURNI NG TO WASHI NGTON NEXT MONDAY • 

• 




--
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/"----~ 

~}. ABOUT MY VETO OF THE FREEDOM OF I NFORMATI ON ACT 

AMENDMENTS. I TH I NK, INC IDENTALLY, THAT THE VETO I S A CONSTI TUTI ONAL 

POWER GIVEN THE PRESI DENT IN ORQER TO REQUI RE THE COI~GRESS TO TAKE A 

HARD SECOND LOOK AT LEGI SLATI ON WHl CH THE PRESI DENT, WHO IS OBLI GED 

TO FAITHFULLY EXECUTE THE LAW, CONSl DERS TO BE UNWI SE OR UNWORKABLE 

INWHOLE OR I N PART. I REALLY DON'T THl NK MY VETO SUGGESTS 

"A 01 SCREDITED POll CY OF COVER-UP AS USU~"§ THAT "FHE FREEIl9M {)F 

INFORMATI ON ACT, AS IT STANDS OR AS AJm:NDED. PLAYED OR COULD HAVE 

!leAVED ANY PART IN U~~j~R~~V~.Jh~· 
. ~-~~ j7~1wf 


!:?o/ur~ ~. 

• 


http:U~~j~R~~V~.Jh
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HOWEVER, BEFORE YOuti WRITE YOUR CONGRESSMEN TO 

OVERRI DE MY VETO, I WOULD LI KE TO TELL YOU MY SI DE OF THI S STORY. 

I DO SUPPORT THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATI ON ACT AND 

MOST OF THE REFORMS CONTAI NED I N THE CURRENT AMmJDMENTS. 

THERE ARE THREE AMENDMENTS, HOWEVER, THAT BOTHER ME BOTH ON 

PR INC I PLE AND PRACTI CALLY, AND THESE WERE THE BAS I S FOR MY VETO._---A 

, 
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I HAVE WRITTEN THE LEADERS OF BOTH SENATE AND HOUSE TO EXPRESS MY 

HOPE THAT WHEN CONGRESS RETURNS, INSTEAD OF TRYI NG TO OVERRI DE MY 

VETO, THEY WI LL MAKE A FEW SMALL BUT SIGN IFI CANT CHANGES I N THESE 

THREE SECTIONS AND SEND ME ANOTHER BILL WHICH I CAN AND WILL SIGN • 

• 
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MY FI RST OBJECTION I S TO THE SECTI 01\1 THAT WOULD 


ALLOW ANY FEDERAL JUDGE TO EXAMI NE PRI VATELY THE CLASSI FI ED RECORDS 

OF ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY, INCI..UDI NG OUR MOST SENSITIVE I\lATIONAL 

SECURI TY AND D I PLOMATI C SECRETS, AND REMOVE THE AGEN5 fY>"" ~ 
~jJI.H~r~· 

CLASSI FI CATI ON I F HE FOUND THE PLAI NTI FF'S POSI TI ON TO BE REASONABLE.~ 

THIS WOULD OVERTURN A 1973 SUPREME COURT RULING WHICH LIMITED 

JUDI CI AL REVI EW TO THE DETERMI NATI 01\1 OF WHETHER OR NOT THE 

INITIAL CLASSIFICATION WAS IN FACT CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO LAW • 

• 
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WI TH ALL DUE RES PECT I DO NOT BEll EVE MANY FEDERAL JUDGES ARE 


EXPERTS II~ THE COMPLEX WEI GHI NG OF DEFENSE AND INTELLI GENCE NEEDS 


FOR SECRECY. I ALSO THI NK TH~T TRANSFER OF THI S JUDGMENT FROM 

THE EXECUTI VE TO THE JUDI CI AL BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT MAY BE 

UNCOI~STI TUTI OI~AL. MY PROPOSED MOD IFI CATION WOULD ACCEPT 

JUDICIAL REVIEW BUT REQUIRE JUDGES TO UPHOLD THE ORIGINAL 

CLASSIFICATION IFTHERE IS A REASONABLE BASIS TO SUPPORT IT. 
~--------------------------------

• 
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MY SECOND OBJECTI Ol~ I S LESS DRAMATI C; I N MY VI EW ONE 

SECTION SETS UNREALI STI CTI ME LI MI TS ON THE GOVERNMENTS RESPONSE 

TO A REQUEST FOR A SPEC IFI C DOCUMENT. I HAVE PROPOSED THAT THE• 

3D-DAY DEADLI NE I N CONTESTED CASES BE II~CREASED TO A TOTAL OF 

45 DAYS WITH EXTRA TI ME FOR COMPLEX CASES AT THE OPTION OF THE 

COURT. 

• 
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THE TH I RD REASON FOR MY VETO WAS AN AMENDMENT GRANTI NG 

PU BLI C ACCESS TO INVESTI GATORY FI LES SUCH AS THE SO-CALLED RAW DATA 

REPORTS OF THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF. INVESTI GATI ON. FOR EXAMPLE, 

~ 

I AM TOLD THERE WAS ACTUALLY PEND ING BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI CE 

A REQUEST FOR THE ENTI RE FI LES ACCUMULATED BY THE LATE J. EDGAR HOOVER 

IN HIS INVESTIGATION OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY IN THE Ur\IITED STATES. 

IF OPENI NG SUCH FI LES HAD BEEN PROPOSED I N THE SO-CALLED McCARTHY ERA 

YOU WOULD ALL HAVE DENOUNCED I T AS EXPOS ING INNOCENT PEOPLE TO 

VI CI OUS RUMOR AND UNPROVEN SMEARS -- AND YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN RI GHT. ________-----------J 

• 
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ON A PRACTI CAL LEVEL, IT WOULD HAVE REQUI RED A BRAND NEW 

BUREAUCRACY AND MILLIONS OF MAI~-HOURS FOR THE F.B.I. SIMPLY 

TO REVI EW THOSE FI LES OF SEVERAL.DECADES TO DETERMI NE WHAT 

MI GHT NOW BE SAFELY MADE PUBLI C WITHOUT INJURI NG INNOCENT 

PARTI ES OR COMPROMI SI NG THEI R SOURCES OF INFORMATI ON • 

• 
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I HAVE PROPOSED MORE FLEXI BLE AND REALI STI C GROUI\ID RULES THAT 

WOULD PRESERVE WHAT I CONS I DER TO BE THE ES SENTI AL CONFI DENTI ALI TY 

OF INVESTI GATORY FI LES OF LAW-ENFORCEMENT AGENCI ES. I HOPE 

THAT PROFESSI ONAL JOURI~ALI STS WI LL TAKE ANOTHER LOOK AT THI S 

SECT! ON OF THE FREEDOM OF II~FORMATI Ol~ BI LL AND SEE IF YOU DON'T AGREE 

THAT THI S PANDORA'S BOX SHOULD REMAI N SHUT • 

• 




- 15 ­

THERE I S A SECOND MATTER I WI LL DISCUSS BRI EFLY 

BEFORE THI S DI STI NGUI SHED SOCI ETY, WHOSE MEMBERS I KNOW 

HAVE A STRONG SENSE OF HI STORY ... IN-THE-MAKI NG AS WELL AS AN 

INSATIABLE INTEREST IN GOOD GOVERNMENT, BOTH OF WHICH I APPLAUD. 

THAT I S THE VACANCY I N THE OFFI CE OF THE VI CE PRES IDENT • 

• 
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I SUPPOSE I CAN PROPERLY CLAI M TO BE THE WORLD'S CHAMPION 


EXPERT ON THE SU BJECT OF FI LLI NG THE VI CE PRES IDEI\JCY UNDER THE 

25th AMENDMENT. WHEN I SUDDENLY FOUND MYSELF NOMI NATED FOR THI S 

POS ITI ON ON OCTOBER 12, 1973, I DID SOME RESEARCH ON THE DEBATE I N THE 

HOUSE AND SENATE ON THI S IMPORTANT CONSTITUTI OI\JAL AMENDMENT, 

WH ICH WAS PROPOSED BY THE CONGRESS IN 1965 AND RATI FI ED BY THE 

LEGI SLATURES OF 47 STATES IN 1967 • FRANKLY, I WAS CURIOUS AS TO 

WHAT I MIGHT HAVE SAID ON THE SUBJECT, PARTICWLARLY SECTION TWO WHICH 

DEALS WITH VACANCIES IN THE OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT • 

• 
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THE FACT 1 S I FOUND I HADN'T SAl DANYTHI NG IN 

THAT DEBATE EXCEPT TO VOTE AYE. AND THE MA IN SU BJECT OF 

DEBATE WAS THE MATTER OF DEALI NG WI TH PRES IDENTI AL SUCCESS ION 

IN THE EVENT OF A PRESIDENT'S DISABILITY OR INABILITYTO DISCHARGE 

THE DUTI ES OF HI S OFFI CE. THE REPLACEMENT OF A VI CE PRESI DENT 

WAS INCI DENTAL TO THI S, BUT IT SEEMS FAI RTO I NFER THAT THE 

FRAMERS,LI KE THE FOUNDI NG FATHERS, CONSI DERED THAT OFFI CE TO BE 

ESSENTI AL TO THE CONDUCT OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND THE 

ORDERLY SUCCESS ION OF EXECUTI VE POWER I N ANY EMERGENCY • 

• 
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ITIS IMPLI CIT IN THE ADOPTI OI\J OF THE 25th AMENDMENT AS PART OF 

THE CONSTI TUTI ON THAT A PROLONGED VACANCY I N THE SECOND OFFI CE OF 

THE LAND IS UNDES IRABLE AS PU BL~C POll CY, AND THAT SUCH VACANC IES 

SHOULD BE FI LLED AS PROMPTLY AS CAREFUL CONS IDERATION BY THE 

PRES IDENT AND THE CONGRESS WI LL PERMI T • 

• 




- 19 ­

II~ MY CASE, DESPITE ONE OF THE MOST EXHAUSTIVE 

INVESTI GATI ONS EVER UNDERTAKEN OF ANYBODY NOT ON THE 

F. B.I .1 S TEN MOST WANTED LI ST, T,HE CONGRES S MOVED EXPED ITI OU SLY 


AND CONFI RMED ME WITHII~ EI GHT WEEKS OF MY NOMII~ATI ON. 


ALTHOUGH, I DO HAVE TO ADMIT, IT SEEMED A LITTLE LONGER THAN 


EI GHT WEEKS TO ME. 


• 
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WHEN I SUDDENLY FOUND MYSELF PRESI DENT ON AUGUST 9, 1974, 


AND THE NATIOI~ AGAIN WITHOUT A VICE PRESIDEI~T, I MADE IT MY FIRST 

PRIORITY -- ASI DE FROM THE CYPRUS CRI SI S WHI CH I WALKED INTO -­

TO SEARCH OUT AND SELECT THE MOST CAPABLE AND QUALI FI ED PERSON I 

COULD FI ND FOR THAT HI GH OFFI CE. I FI NI SHED THI S TASK I N ELEVEN DAYS 

At\ID SEt\IT TO THE SENATE AI~D HOUSE THE NAME OF NELSON ROCKEFELLER OF 

NEW YORK. THAT WAS ALMOST THREE MOt\ITHS AGO AND WHI LE I RECO~NI ZE 

THE NEED OF THE CONGRESS TO TAKE A MONTH OFF FOR CAMPAI GNI NG -- I 

BEll EVE THE TI ME HAS COME FOR THEM TO FI SH OR CUT BAIT IN THI SMATTER • 

• 
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I HAVE BEEN ASSURED BY SPEAKER ALBERT AND BY 

SENATOR MAI~SFI ELD, THE MAJORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THAT THEY WI LL 

MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO BRI NG THE NOMI NATION TO A FI NAL FLOOR VOTE BEFORE 

THIS 93rd CONGRESS ADJOURNS SINE DIE IN DECEMBER. I AM DELI GHTED 

TO HAVE THEI RCOOPERATION BECAUSE I BEll EVE THI SIS WHAT THE CONSTI TUTI ON 

MANDATES AI~D WHAT THE AMERI CAN PEOPLE WANT FROM THEI RREPRESENTATI VES. 

I AM AS CONVI NCED AS EVER THAT GOVERNOR ROCKEFELLER I S THE RI GHT MAN 

FOR THE JOB AND I AM ANXIOUS TO HAVE HIM AS A WORKI NG PARTNER I N THE 

GOVERNMENT. 

• 
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FOR THE FUTURE, HOWEVER, I W1 II PROPOSE TO 

THE NEXT CONGRESS A RE-EXAMI NATION OF THE 25th AMENDMENT, 

WHI CH HAS BEEN TESTED TWI CE I N AS MANY YEARS, TO SEE I F THE 

PROVI SIONS OF SECTION TWO CAI~NOT BE TI GHTENED UP E1 THER 

BY ANOTHER CONSTI TUTI ONAl AMEI~DMENT OR BY PU BLI CLAW • 

• 
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THERE SHOULD, BE A SPECI FI C DEADLI NE BOTH FOR THE PRESI DENT 

TO NOMI NATE AND FOR THE CONGRESS TO COI\JFI RM A VI CE PRESI DENT. 

IF TH I S REASONABLE PER IOD PASSES WI THOUT AFFI RMATI VE ACTION 

THE CONGRESS WOULD THEN BE REQU I RED TO PROMPTLY BEG IN CONFI RMATI ON 

HEARl NGS ON ANOTHER NOMI NEE. IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED TO ME 

THAT IF, BECAUSE OF A PARTI SAN DEA DLOCK BETWEEI\J THE PRES IDENT 

AI\JD THE CONGRESS, THE CONGRESS FAILS TO ACT WITHIN THE DEADLINE, THE 

NEXT CONSTITUTIONAL SUCCESSOR -- PRESENTLY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE -­

SHOULD BE REQU IRED ACTUALLY TO ASSUME THE OFFI CE OF VI CE PRES IDENT • 

• 
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ALTHOUGH I AM NOT PREPARED TO ADVOCATE SUCH A STEP, I MUST SAY 

THERE I S REALLY NO WAY, DESPITE SECRET BRI EFI NGS AND ALL THAT, 

THAT ANYONE CAN BECOME EVEN PARTIALLY PREPARED TO TAKE OVER THE 

DUTI ES OF THE PRES IDENCY ON A MOMENT'S NOTI CE, WI THOUT ALL THE 

PARTI CI PATI ON I N THE EXECUTI VE PROCESS THAT A PRESI DENT CAN EXTEI~D 

TO HI S VI CE PRESI DENT. IN TH I S DANGEROUS AGE, AS THE 25th AMENDMENT 

ATTESTS, WE NEED A VI CE PRESI DENT AT ALL TI MES. AND I SPEAK AS ONE 

WHO OUGHT TO KNOW. 

NOW, I'LL BE GLAD TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS: 

• 





