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I TIS GOOD TO BE HERE I N "COLORADO WEST" AGAI N. 

IT HAS OFTEN BEEN SAl DTHAT COLORADO I S A LAND OF BREATH-TAKI NG 

I MIGHT 
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A COLLEGE HOME-COMING I S ALWAYS A HAPPY TIME AND I 

WANT TO WISH THE MESA COLLEGE MAVERICKS GOOD LUCK IN THEIR GAME 

TH I S AFTERNOON. I UNDERSTAND THI S HAS NOT BEEN ONE OF THEI R 

BETTER YEARS AND, AS A FORMER FOOTBALL PLAYER, I KNOW WHAT A 

I - 5 - I SEASON MEANS. 

Digitized from Box 3 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



- 3 

IN MY SENIOR YEAR AT MICHIGAN, OUR TRADITIONAL RIVAL 

O'HIO STATE BEAT US 34 TO NOTHI NG. TO MAKE IT EVEN WORSE, FO'R THE 

SEASON WE LOST SEVEN OUR OF O'UR EI GHT GAMES. BUT WHAT REALLY 
• 

HURT IS WHEN THEY VO'TED ME THEIR MO'ST VALUABLE PLAYER! •••• .I DIDN'T 

KNO'W WHETHER TO' SMI LE O'R SUE! 
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AS SO'ME O'F YO'U ALREADY KNO'W, CO'LO'RADO I S THE FO'RD 

FAMILY'S SECO'ND HO'ME. WE HAVE A SMALL CO'NDO'MINIUM O'VER IN VAIL 

AND WE JUST CAN'T WAIT UNTIL OUR HO'LIDAY VACATIO'N AND THE CHANCE TO' 

PUT ON O'UR SKI S AGAI N. BEll EVE ME, I F THE SNOW IS RI GHT, YO'U 

CO'ME O'VER TO' VAl LAND YO'U'RE GO'I NG TO' SEE A LO'T O'F FO'RDS GO BY! 
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BUT EVEN I F I DIDN'T HAVE SUCH CLOSE PERSONAL TI ES TO 

THI S GREAT STATE WHERE BETTY, THE KI DS AND I HAVE SPENT SO MANY 

HAPPY HOURS TOGETHER, IT WOULD STILL BE A SPECILA PRIVILEGE FOR ME 

TO BE HERE IN GRAND JUNCTION TODAY. 
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GRAND JUNCTION. YOU KNOW, AS WE WERE FLYI NG HERE ON 

AI RFORCE ONE, SOARI NG OVER SO MUCH BEAUTI FUL COUNTRY AND SO MUCH 

AMER ICAN H I STORY, I T OCCURRED TO ME THAT GRAND JUNCTION WAS MORE 

THAN JUST ANOTHER NAME 01\1 THE MAP. 
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ITIS A PHRASE, AN IDEAL, THAT GOES TO THE ROOT OF 

THE AMERI CAN EXPERIENCE. AND PERHAPS IT HOLDS THE KEY TO 

SOME OF THE PROBLEMS WE FACE TODA Y. 

- 8 -

LlNI QUE AMONG NATI ONS, AMERI CA HAS ALWAYS FOUND 

STRENGTH IN DIVERS ITY • SO MANY DIFFERENT RACES, NATI ONALI TI ES 

AND FAITHS HAVE GONE INTO BUI LDI NG OUR COUNTRY -- AND EACH ONE 

HAS CONTR I BUTEO SOMETH ING SPEC IAL OF ITS OWN. 
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AMERI CA WAS, AND I S, A "GRAND JUNCTION" -

A FOCAL POI NT FOR ALL OF THEI RDIFFERENT HOPES AND PRAYERS 

AND DREAMS. 

WE ARE A BI GCOUNTRY, FULL OF CONTRASTS IN CLI MATE AND 

GEOGRAPHY. WE ARE A D I VERSE COUNTRY. IT I S A LONG WAY FROM 

ALASKA TO FLORI DA, FROM NEW ENGLAND TO CALI FORNI A. 
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BUT THE CONTINENTAL DIVIDE DOES NOT DIVIDE OUR COUNTRY. 

AS LONG AS WE REMA I N ONE PEOPLE IN SP I R I T, AS LONG AS WE CONTI NUE 

TO SHARE THE IDEALS OF FREEDOM, DI GNITY AND OPPORTUNITY THAT 

BROUGHT US TOGETHER I N THE FI RST PLACE, WE WI LL REMAI N UNITED. 
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ITIS BECAUSE OF TH I S "GRAND JUNCTION" OF INTERESTS 

AND IDEALS THAT I AM STILL AN OPTIMIST WHEN IT COMES TO AMERICA. 

THERE ARE PLENTY OF BI G PROBLEMS. OUT THERE WAITI NG TO BE SOLVED 

INFLATI ON, ENERGY, CRI ME AND POLLUTION, TO NAME ONLY A FEW. 
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BUT THERE I SN'T A ONE OF THEM THAT WE CAN'T LI CK I F WE 

WI LL ONLY PULL TOGETHER AND ACT RESPONSI BLY. 

THERE I S, HOWEVER, ONE TH ING OUR ELECTED OFFI CI ALS MUST 

ALWAYS REMEMBER. NO GOVERNMENT CAN EXPECT THE PEOPLE TO ACT 

RESPONSI BLY WHEN IT FAILS TO DO SO ITSELF. 
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WE CANNOT ASK OR EXPECT THE PEOPLE TO WHI P I NFLATI ON 

I F A CONGRESS DOMI NATED BY BI G SPENDERS KEEPS ON STOKI NG THE 

FI RES OF INFLATION WITH EXCESSIVE SPENDI NG. 

AND WE CANNOT EXPECT THE PEOPLE TO SET AS IDE THEI R 

DI FFERENCES AND PULL TOGETHER AS LONG AS A SPI RIT OF IRRESPONSI BLE 

PARTI SANSHI P AND WRANGLI NG PREVAI LS I N THE GOVERNMENT. 
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THAT I S ONE OF THE REASONS I AM HERE TODAY. I WANT 

TO ASK YOU FOR YOUR HELP -- YOUR HELP IN GI VI NG THE AMERI CAN PEOPLE 

THE KI ND OF GOOD PROBLEM-SOLVI NG GOVERNMENT IHEY WANT AND 

DESERVE. 

AND BEll EVE ME, AS COLORADANS, THERE I S PLENTY THAT 

YOU CAN DO TO ACHIEVE THIS. 
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AGAI NAND AGAI NAS I HAVE TRAVELLED AROUND THE 

COUNTRY I N RECENT WEEKS, I HAVE TR IED TO WAKE PEOPLE UP NOT 

ONLY TO THE PROBLEMS THAT WE FA~E, BUT TO SOME OF THE THI NGS THEY 

CAN DO TO SOLVE THEM. 
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AND THE BI GGEST SI NGLE THI NG THAT EACH OF YOU CAN DO 

I N THE NEXT THREE DAYS I S WORK YOURHARDEST TO ELECT THE RI GHT 

KI ND OF LEADERSH I P -- LEADERSH I P THAT WI LL HELP YOU AND ME AND 

MI LLI ONS OF OTHER AMERI CANS TO WHI P I NFLATI ON NOW. 
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HERE I N COLORADO YOU KNOW BmER THAN MOST PEOPLE 

WHAT A DI FFERENCE GOOD LEADERSHI P CAN MAKE AT THE STATE LEVEL. 

COLORADO HAS AN EXCEPTI OI\lALLY HEALTHY ECONOMY AND 
• 

AN EXCEPTIONALLY HEALTHY STATE GOVERNMENT. LAST YEAR GOVERNOR 

JOHN VANDERHOOPS ADMI NI STRATI ON GAVE THE TAXPAYERS A SPECIAL 

DI VI DEND, 36 MI LLI ON DO~RS I N TAX REBATES. 

THI S YEAR, GOVERNOR VANDERHOOF'S PUSH' NG AHEAD WITH 

A REORGANI ZATI ON OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT THAT WI LL YI ELD EVEN 

• 

GREATER D I VI DENDS TO THE PEOPLE OF COLORADO I N THE FUTURE. THE 

VOTERS OF COLORADO KNOW A GOOD MAN WHEN THEY SEE HIM. THAT IS 

WHY, I N MY OPI NI ON, THEY ARE GOI NG TO REELECT GOVERNOR VANDERHOO 

AND HIS REPUBLICAN TICKET NEXT TUESDAY. 
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THE VOTERS OF COLORADO CAN ALSO BE PROUD OF THE 

QUALITY OF THEI R REPU BLI CAN CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION. THEY ARE 

ALL INFLATI ON FI GHTERS INCLUD IN,G dl M JOHNSON WHO REPRESENTS THI S 

I' 
DISTRICT. JIM IS AWINNER OFTHIS YEAR'S WATCHDOG OFTHE 

TREASURY~WARD • I WILL NEED HIM IN WASHINGTON AGAIN NEXT 

YEAR GUARDI NG AGAI NST THE BI G SPENDERS. 
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BI LL ARMSTRONG IS IfNOTHER FRESHMAN MEMBER OF THE 

HOUSE WHO HAS TAKEI~ THE LEAD I N THE FI GHT FOR A BALANCED BUDGET, 

COSPONSORI NG A JOI NT RESOLUTION TO CUT BACK OVERALL SPENDI NG. 
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DON BROTZMAN I S ANOTHER OUTSTANDI NG INFLATI ON FI GHTER. 


HE I S ALSO A RECOGN IZED EXPERT I N THE HOU SE ON TAX REFORM, PENS ION 


REFORM, AND TRADE REFORM -- I GUESS WE MI GHT CALL HI M A REFORM 

• 


CAND IDATE -- AND HE HAS ALSO SERVED ON SPEC IAL TAS K FORCES ON 

ENERGY, TRANS PORTATI ON, AND DISARMAMENT. AND WHATEVER 

DON DOES, HE DOES WELL. 
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I N THE TH IRD D I STR ICT, THE VOTERS HAVE A CHANCE TO 

SEND ANOTHER DED ICATED INFLATI ON FI GHTER TO THE CONGRESS, 

KEI TH RECORDS. KEI TH I S ALSO A STRONG AND SOUND ADVOCATE OF 

A BALANCED APPROACH TO PROBLEMS OF THE ENVI RONMENT. 
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AND, I N THE FI RST D I STRI CT, THE REPU BLI CAN PARTY HAS 

A GREAT CAND IDATE I N FRANK SOUTHWORTH, A MAN WI TH A REMARKABLE 

RANGE AND BREADTH OF. EXPERI ENCE. WHAT INTERESTS ME 

MOST ABOUT FRANK I S THE WORK HE HAS DONE TO BRII\JG BETTER QUALITY 

EDUCATI ON TO THE CHI LDREN OF DENVER. WE NEED HI S KNOWHOW 

IN WASHI NGTON. 

AND I N THE SENATE, COLORADO NEEDS PETE DOMI NI CK. 

AMERICA NEEDS HIM TOO. PETE'S COLLEAGUES IN THE SENATE WILL TELL 

YOU THAT; THEY HAVE CHOSEN HIM AS SENIOR REPUBLICAN ON THE NEW 

SENATE BUDGET COMMITTEE. PETE I S A SENATOR'S SENATOR, AND THAT 

APPOI NTMENT I S A TRI BUTE HI S COLLEAGUES HAVE PAl DTO HI S 

~e4GI: 
TOUGHMI NDEDI\JESS, GifS AND INTEGRITY. 
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PETE DOMI NICK HAS THE LEADERSHI P QUALITIES THAT COUNT 

NOT JUST FOR TODAY, BUT FOR TOMORROW. ON PROBLEMS OF THE 

ENVI RONMENT, PETE DOESN'T JUST TALK. HE GETS RESULTS. HE 

KNOWS HOW CONGRESS WORKS AND HOW THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CAN 

BEST HELP ENVI RONMENT PROBLEMS. 
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HE HAS WORKED HARD AND SUCCESSFULLY I N THE SENATE 

TO ESTABLI SH NEW WI LDERNESS AREAS I N COLORADO. 

AT HI S URGI NG, THE E.P .A. HAS AUTHORI ZED THE MONEY AND MANPOWER 

TO MONITOR THE ENVI RONMENTAL CHANGES DUE TO SHALE 01 L 

DEVELOPMENT. 
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PETE I S A MAN OF FORES IGHT. TAKE THE I SSUE OF THE 

ENVI RONMENT FOR INSTANCE. SI NCE 1964 PETE DOMI NI CK HAS BEEN 

LAYI NG THE GROUNDWORK FOR LEG! SLATI ON TO MAKE MI NERAL LEASI NG 

REVENUES AVAI LABLE FOR THE NEW URBAN PROBLEMS MI NERAL DEVELOP 

WI LL PRODUCE. JrM JOHNSON HAS NOW JOI NED HIM IN TH IS FI GHT. 

I EXPECT THEM TO GET RESULTS. 
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COLORADO NEEDS MEN IN WASHI NGTON LI KE PETE AND 

JIM WHO SPEAK THE LANGUAGE OF CONGRESS, MEN WHO HAVE THE 

KNOW-HOW I T TAKES TO GET TH INGS DONE -- NOT JUST TALK ABOUT 

THEM. 
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PETE DOMI NI CK I S ALSO A STRONG CHAMPION OF THE MANY 

COLORADANS WHO EARN THEI RLI VI NGS IN RANCHI NG AND LI VESTOCK. 

I VALUE HIS ADVICE IN THIS FIELD AND I THINK SOME OF MY RECENT 

ACTIONS HAVE PROVED TH IS. 
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COLORADO I S OI~E OF OUR MAJOR RANCHI NG STATES, 

AND JUST A FEW MI NUTES FROM NOW I WI LL BE MEETI NG WI TH FOUR 

REPRESENTATI VES OF THE COLORADO CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION. 
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ADJUSTI NG TO HI GHER FEED COSTS AND INCREASED SUPPLY 0 

BEEF ANI MALS I S A PAl NFUL PROCESS. I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT I 

INTEND TO DO EVERYTHI NG I CAN TO HELP AMERI CAN CATTLEMEN THROUGH 

THIS DIFFICULT PERIOD. 

I N ORDER TO DO SO I MADE THREE IMPORTANT POll CY 

DECISIONS WHICH I ANNOUNCED LAST THBRSDAY. 

1_ M~A'" •• .--: ___ • B::tI PJATWl& TO CARRY OUT THE~ •• a .. ~F1RST, 

I NTENT OF THE MEAT IMPORT LAW. I F I MPORTS OF MEAT SU BJECT TO THE 

MEAT IMPORT LAW THREATEN TO PI CK UP MARKEDLY DURI NG THE NEXT YEAR AND 

THE AGRI CULTURE DEPARTMENT'S ESTI MATE OF 1975 IMPORTS EXCEEDS THE 

TRI GGER LEVEL UNDER THE MEAT IMPORT LAW, I WI LL EI THER IMPOSE QUOT~S OR 

NEGOTIATE VOLUNTARYB<PORT RESTRAINT AGREEMENTS WITH FOREIGN 

SU PPLI ERS. 
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SECOND, I I NTEND TO TAKE NO ACTION TO CHANGE THE 

PRESENT SYSTEM OF DAI RY IMPORT QUOTAS WITHOUT A THOROUGH REVI EW OF 

MARKET CONDITIONS AND FULL OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR DAI RY PRODUCERS TO• 

BE HEARD AT THAT TI ME. 

THI RD, I WI LL NOT PERMIT FOREI GN DAI RY PRODUCERS TO 

COMPETE AGAI NST AMERI CAN DAI RYMEN I N THE U.S. MARKET WITH 

SU BS I D I ZED PRODUCTS. I F THE EUROPEANS REI NSTI TUTE THEI R 

EXPORT SUBSIDIES ON DAIRY PRODUCTS DIRECTED ATTHIS MARKET, 

I I NTEND TO IMPOSE COUNTERVAI LI NG DUTI ES ON THESE PRODUCTS. 
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IN ADDITI ON, I HAVE ASKED SECRETARY BUTZ TO 

INVESTI GATE THE POSS I BI LI TI ES FOR INCREASI NG U.S .D.A. PURCHASES 

OF GROUND BEEF FOR USE I N THE NATJ ONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM. 

flflSE "'Qrtell)\:5~~ hOOLS I'I(O'OIBE 1'1\91(£ "1'tlL't' rJ(;JT~ITIOI!S !I!IiL' 13 
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NOW I WOULD LI KE TO TURN TO ANOTHER AREA -- ONE THAT 

CONCERNS ALL COLORADANS, WHATEVER THEY DO FOR A LI VI NG. 

I N FACT, ITIS THE ONE PARAMOUNT PROBLEM THAT THREATENS ALL 

AMERI CANS I N ALL WALKS OF LI FE: INFLATI ON. AND, UNLESS WE DO 

THE" R4",E OF IAIFLATI()1\1 
SOMETHING ABOUT IT RIGHT NOW7COULD DOUBLE BETWEEN NOW 

AND 1976. 
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WE CAN FI GHT INFLATI ON. WE CAN BEAT IT.-
BUT ONLY WI TH THE RIGHT KI ND OF CONGRESS. AND HERE I N COLORADO 

AND I N A LOT OF OTHER STATES, THERE ARE A LOT OF BI GSPENDERS 

RUNNI NG HARD FOR CONGRESS. 

WHAT WE NEED NOW I S NOT A VETO-PROOF CONGRESS, AS 

SOME HAVE PROPOSED, BUT AN INFLATI ON-PROOF CONGRESS. NOW I 

WANT TO BE VERY PRECI SE ABOUT WHAT I AM TALKI NG ABOUT HERE. I DO 

NOT WANT ANYONE TO MI SUNDERSTAND ME. I DO NOT BEll EVE THAT 

EI THER OF OUR GREAT MAJOR PARTI ES HAS ANY MONOPOLY ON WI SDOM OR ON 

SOLUTIONS TO THE NATION'S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. WE HAVE MEMBERS ON 

BOTH S I DES OF THE AI SLE WHO ARE GOOD INFLATI ON-FI GHTERS. 
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BUT THE BULK OF THE BIG SPENDERS -- THE MAJOR ITY 

THAT HAS RUN THE CONGRESS AND DRI VEN AMERI CA FARTHER AND 

FARTHER INTO DEBT FOR MORE THAN' 20 YEARS I N A ROW -- I S THE 

DEMOCRATI CMAJOR ITY • 
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AND THE PLAI N FACT I S THAT EXCESS GOVERNMENT 

SPENDI NG HAS BEEN AND WI LL CONTI NUE TO BE A ROOT CAUSE OF 

INFAATI ON. NO GOVERNMENT CAN KEEP SPENDI NG MORE THAN IT TAKES 

IN WITHOUT DRIVING DOWN THE BUYING POWER OF ITS CURRENCY AND 

DRI VI NG UP THE COST OF LI VI NG FOR ITS PEOPLE. 
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I N THE SHORT HAUL, I TIS EASY FOR GOVERNMENT TO 

YI ELD TO THE TEMPTATION TO GI VE PEOPLE WHAT THEY WANT. BUT KEEP 

TH ISIN MI ND: I N THE LONG HAUL,' A GOVERNMENT BIG ENOUGH TO 

GI VE US EVERYTHI NG WE WANT I S A GOVERNMENT BI GENOUGH TO TAKE 

FROM US EVERYTHI NG WE HAVE. 
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THERE I S ONLY ONE THI NG WE NEED TO WORRY ABOUT AND 

THAT I S APATHY. DONIT STAY AT HOME NEXT TUESDAY. DONIT 

ABANDON OUR POLITICAL SYSTEM WHEN YOU ARE MOST NEEDED. 
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FOR I F ONLY 42 PERCENT OF THE ELI G I BLE VOTERS TURN 

OUT NEXT TUESDAY, AS SOME ANALUSTS HAVE PREDI CTED, THAT MEANS 

THAT A FRACTI 01\J OF A LITTLE OVER ~I PERCENT WI LL DETERMI NE HOW THI S 

NATION OPERATES FOR THE NEXT TWO ·YEARS. 
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DO WE WANT THAT KI ND OF MI NORITY RULE IN AMERI CA? 


I DON'T, AND I DON'T TH INK YOU DO EI THER. 


SO I URGE ALL OF MY FRIENDS I N COLORADO -

REPU BLI CANS, INDEPENDENTS AND DEMOCRATS ALI KE: PROVE THAT THE 

POLLSTERS HAVE SOLD YOU SHORT. 



PROVE THAT YOU REALLY CARE ABOUT THE KI ND OF 


GOVERNMENT YOU HAVE I N DENVER AND IN WASHI NGTON BY ELECTI NG 

THE BEST MEN FOR THE JOB. 
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I URGE YOU -- NOT FOR THE SAKE OF ONE PARTY OR THE 

CAST rOUR BAt4..t:JI 
OTHER BUT FOR THE SAKE OF AMERI CA -- i' "I i 111\ NEXT TUESDAY. 

USE YOUR VOl CE AND YOUR VOTE TO REELECT THE KI ND OF MEN AND WOMEN 

TO PU BLI C OFFI CE BRI NG OUT 

THE BEST IN THI S GREAT COUNTRY OF OURS. 

/I /I /I 




