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EXACTLY A STRANGER TO EITHER THE STATE OF VERMONT OR TO TH IS

r-.I}(/H'-:t'~ · 
6 U-V-M CAMP6s. I ADDRESSED A SIMILAR FUNCTION ALMOST NINE 

.- -­

YEARS AGO TO THE DAY, OCTOBER 2, 1965. NOW I KNOW THAT YOU 

VERMONTERS HAVE A REPUTATION FOR BEING HONEST AND DIRECT -­
-. 

BUT I NEVER KNEW JUST HOW HONEST AND DIRECT UNTIL THAT VIS IT. 
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WELL, I GAVE MY LITTLE TALK AND THEN I WAS TAKEN 

TO A RECEPT ION I N ANOTHER PART OF THE C IlY . AN DAT THE 

RECEPTION A SWEET LITTLE GRANDMOTHER CAME UP TO ME, PUT A 

GLOVED HAND INTO MINE, AND SAID, III HEARD YOU GAVE A SPEECH 
# # 

HERE TONIGHT. II AND TRYING TO BE A LITrLE MODEST, I SAID, 


1I0H -- IT WAS NOTH ING. II AND SHE SA I D, IIYES, THArS WHAT I HEAR D. II 


• 
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-ell ;; 

SO WITH THE THOUGHT OF WHAT SWEET LlTILE LADY STILL 

~ A 

FRESH IN MY MIND, I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT I AM STANDING UP HERE 

TON IGHT WITH ALL THE CONFI DENCE AND SELF-ASSURANCE OF THE MAN 

WHO SELLS LIFE INSURANCE TO EVEL KNIEVEL.------........... .....-­.................. 


BUT IT I S A REAL PLEAS URE TO BE HERE I N VERMONT AGA I N -­

THE SK I CAP ITAL OF THE EAST. I N FACT, I LEARNED TO SK I IN-
NEW ENGLAND AND HAVE VERY FOND MEMORIES OF THIS PART OF THE COUNTRY . 

• 




- 4 ­

AS YOU KI~OW, I HAVE PLEDGED AN OPEN AND HONEST 

ADMINISTRATION -- AND I HAVE TRIED TO APPLY THIS HONESTY TO 

ALL ASPECTS OF MY LIFE. SO I WAS IN A LITTLE BIT OF TROUBLE 

WHEN BOB STAFFORD ASKED ME IF I WAS MUCH OF A SKIER. I SAl D, 

IIWELL, LET'S JUST SAY I CAN SK I FOR HOURS ------ ON END!" 

- ~nI 
&>/r~ 
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TONIGHT, I FEEL PARTICULARLY HONORED TO BE ASKED 


TO JOIN WITH ALL VERMONTERS IN CELEBRATING GEORGE AIKEN DAY.- ~ 

THERE IS AN OLD EXPRESS ION, "LET GEORGE DO 1T" -- AND FOR MORE 

THAN FORTY YEARS THE CITIZENS OF VERMONT HAVE LET GEORGE DO 

THEIR BIDDING IN THE STATE HOUSE, THE GOVERNOR'S MANSION 

AND I N THE UN ITED STATES SENATE. 

• 
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I N GEORGE A I KEN, VERMONTERS HAVE A PU BLI C 
tv ~ 

SERVANT FOR ALL SEASONS. HE HAS THE ENVIABLE ABILITY TO 

CUT THROUGH THE CHAFF AND GET TO THE HEART OF THE MATTER . 

• 
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GEORGE AIKEN IS ALSO NOTED FOR HIS INDEPENDENCE-
OF MIND. SOME HAVE EVEN CRITICIZED HIM FOR IT. I PRAISE 
--"# --­

HIM FOR IT. HE HAS GIVEN THE NATION THE BENEFIT OF HIS DOWN 

TO EARTH WISD~M\HIS ~ADERSHIP\AND HIS GUI DANCE IN MANY 

AREAS -- IN EDU CAT ION, ELECTR I C POWER DEVELOPMENT, BETTERMENT 

OF RURAL AMERICA AND FOREIGN RELATIONS. THESE VERY DIFFERENT 

FIELDS OF ENDEAVOR ONLY SUGGEST THE BREADTH AND GREATNESS OF... • 

THIS MAN. 

• 
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WE ARE IN HIS DEBT FOR HIS 34YEARS OF SENATORIAL SERVICE ....... 


TO AMERICA AND TO VERMONT. I THINK IT IS SAFE TO SAY, AND IT 

OUGHT TO BE SAl D, THAT HE IS IN NO ONE'S DEBT. I UNDERSTAND- ", 

THAT IN GEORGE'S LAST CAMPAIGN, HE SPENT A GRAND TOTAL OF $17.04,-
CAN YOU IMAG INE SPENDI NG ONLY $17.04 FOR A POLITICAL CAMPAI GN 

IN THIS DAY AND AGE? GEORGE AIKEN IS THE ONLY MAN I KNOW WHO 

COULD GO INTO A SUPERMARKET TO BUY FIVE POUNDS OF SUGAR WITH A 

DOLLAR BILL AND COME OUT WITH CHANGE!-

• 
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I WON'T FORGET -- NOR WILL YOU -- LOLA AIKEN'S 

SERVICE TO VERMONT IN HER OWN RIGHT. A MEMBER OF THE SENATOR'S 

STAFF FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, AND THEN AS HIS WIFE, LOLA 

HAS ALSO DED ICATED HER LIFE TO THE STATE OF VERMONT AND THE 

UN ITED STATES SENATE AND THE SENATOR FROM VERMONT. I CAN 

TELL YOU FIRST HAND, WHATEVER LOLA WANTS, LOLA GETS. 
,., ~ .- -- ~ 

• 
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BOTH LOLA AND GEORGE HAVE WELL EARNED THEIR 

RETIREMENT. AND BOTH KNOW THEY HAVE MY HEARTFELT GRATITUDE 

AND THAT OF THE NATION. 

AS IT HAS SINCE ETHAN ALLEN, THE GREEN MOUNTA IN
• .. 

STATE CONTINUES TO PRODUCE OUTSTANDII~G LEADERS . 

• 
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SENATOR BOB STAFFORD, WHOM I MENTIONED A MOMENT 

AGO, IS ONE OF THE BEST. HE IS NOT MERELY AN ASSOCIATE OF 

MINE IN RUNN ING THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, HE IS A PERSONAL 

FRIEND OF LONG-STANDING WHOSE ADVICE AND COUNSEL I VALUE 

MOST HIGHLY. IT IS INDEED A PLEASURE TO SHARE THIS PLATFORM 

WITH BOB AND HIS CHARMING WIFE, HELEN.-

• 
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CONGRESSMAN DICK MALLARY, NOW CAMP A I GN ING FOR-
THE SENATE SEAT GEORGE AIKEN IS LEAV lNG, IS ~IT TO YOUR 

A 

STATE AND TO THE NATION. DICK WILL BE A VALUABLE SENATOR -­

~~/f/.9(i 
A DILIGENT, HARD-WORKING, THOROUGH LEGISLATOR. I URGE 


YOU TO SEND HIM BACK TO WASHINGTON AS A UNITED STATES SENATOR. 


• 
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FORMER STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL J1M JEFFORDS (PRONOUNCED 

JEFF-erds) WHO IS RUNNING FOR DICK MALLARY'S CONGRESSIONAL SEAT, 
p 

IS THE KIND OF PERSON I CAN ENDORSE MOST HEARTILY. J1M HAS 

THE EXTENS IVE EXPER IENCE AND QUALIFICATIONS TO CONTINUE THE 

FINE TRADITION OF REPRESENTATION SET IN WASHINGTON BY MY 

FORMER COLLEAGUES I N THE HOUSE, BOB STAFFOR D, D I CK MALLARY --------- ~ 

AND THE LATE WI NSTON PROUTY . .. 

• 
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AT TH IS POINT, LET ME NOT OVERLOOK A GREAT LADY WHO 

IS WITH US TONIGHT -- JEANNETTE PROUTY, WIDOW OF THE LATE SENATOR. 

I WOULD ALS 0 LIKE TO SINGLE OUT ONE OF OUR HEA DTA BLE 

GUESTS. HE HAS A VERY INTERESTING NAME, POLITICALLY SPEAKING. 

HE IS A KENNEDY I CAN ENDORSE. JUST AS HE HAS SERVED AS AN 

OUTSTANDING STATE LEGISLATOR AND AS SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE, 

"PEANUT" KENNEDY WILL MAKE YOU A GREAT GOVERNOR. 

• 
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FIRST CLASS LEADERSHIP FOR THE NATION AND FOR 

VERMONT IS URGENTLY REQU IRED. AND THESE MEN AND WOMEN 

WHO ARE CAMPAIGNING ON THE REPUBLICAN TICKET ARE CLEARLY 

FIRST-CLASS PEOPLE. 14 ,. ~ .. J;..jr ~ Iv 
~'V fA ~~~,.. ...".,(t r · 

I fOULD LIKE TO TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO TALK WITH YOU 

~""-t"~'?- 1111 
fU, ~ ABOUT ONE OF MY CH IEF CONCERNS -- THE PRESERVATION OF THE TWO-PARlY 

~ 

SYSTEM IN THIS COUNTRY . 

• 
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IN THE WAKE OF WATERGATE, THE NATIONAL POLLS INDICATE 


THAT THE NUMBER OF INDEPENDENT VOTERS IS GROWING. AND THE 


NUMBER OF PARTY VOTERS -- BOTH REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS -­

IS SHRINKING STEADILY. 1I~1:1;1;w. ~~~ 
:PG~~,... ~_ 

I AM CONCERNED ABOUT TH IS -- NOT FOR THE SAKE OF OUR 

PARTY ALONE BUT FOR THE COUNTRY. FOR I AM CONV INCED THAT THE 
'" 

FUTURE OF AMERICA IS DIRECTLY TIED TO THE POLITICS OF AMERICA. 

AND THE POLITICS OF AMERICA IS BOUND TO THE TWO-PARTY SYSTEM. 

• 
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YOU KNOW, MOST OF US TEND TO TAKE OUR STA B I LlIYJ 

OPPORTUNI~ND FREEDOM FOR GRANTED. BUTTHESETHINGS DID Nor 

MERELY HAPPEND. NOR CAN THEY ENDURE AUTOMATICALLY. THESE 

TREASURED ELEMENTS OF AMERICAN LIFE ARE LARGELY THE RESULT OF THE 

POLITI CAL CONTINU ITY THAT FOLLOWED THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR TWO­

PARTY SYSTEM. TH IS APPROACH TO SELF-GOVERNMENT OFFERS A LARGE, 

DIVERSE PEOPLE LIKE ~S«HOIC'WITHOUT CHAOS . 

• 
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AND IT HAS WORKED AND WORKED EXCEEDINGLY WELL. 

AM1'. ~'2_k.-..;t..........Q,~ 
ALTHOUGH NOT ENV IS IONED BY THE FOUNDING FATHER~ THE TWO-PARTY 

SYSTEM IS THE VERY FOUNDATION OF OUR POLITICAL BALANCE. 
d" 

THIS IS NOT JUST A PERSONAL VIEW OF MINE. IT IS A 

LESSON BEING LEARNED AND RELEARNED TODAY IN COUNTRIES WHERE A 

HEALTHY TWO-PARTY SYSTEM HAS DIED OUT, OR WAS NEVER BORN. 
----~. _1----­

FOR WHERE THE TWO-PARTY SYSTEM FAILS, ONE OF THE TWO 

hrI.. AIJ'i:,.,.,.~ ~ tJIrt ~'"CooL • 

EXTREMES RESULTS -- NEITHER OF WHICH IS VERY DES IRABLI 

• 
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ON THE ONE HAN D, A MASS OF SMAL,-> REG 10NAL OR CLAS S­

OR IENTED SPLINTER GROUPS EMERGES, NONE OF WH ICH IS CAPABLE OF 

GOVERNING FOR LONG. ALTERNATIVELY, AFTER A PERIOD OF CHAOS 

AND UNEASY COALITIONS~ ONE EMERGES FROM THE MANY--MORE RUTHLESS 

AND MORE UNSCRUPULOUS--AND THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS IS CRUSHED, 

WHETHER IT IS A MAN ON HORSEBACK, OR A DEMAGOGUE ON 

A PEDESTAL, THE RESULT IS TOO OFTEN THE SAME. 

• 
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WE NEED TWO STRO GPARTIES -- FREE, VITAL AND BROAD 
I) -- ........ 


ENOUGH TO TAKE UNDER THEIR WINGS A WIDE SPECTRUM OF OPINION -­

TO SERVE AS THE TWIN PILLARS OF DEMOCRACY. AND TH IS, ABOVE 

EVERYTHING ELSE, IS THE REASON YOU AND I AND MILLIONS OF OTHERS 

OVER THE YEARS HAVE DEDICATED OURSELVES TO THE REPUBLICAN PARlY . 

• 
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PRES IDENT EISENHOWER ONCE OUTLINED WHAT OUR VIS ION 

SHOULD BE AS MEMBERS OF ONE GREAT POLITICAL PARlY, THE REPUBLICAN 
-

PARlY: 
• &q 

"WE SEE OUR PARlY NOT AS AN END I N ITSELF, II IKE SA ID, 

"BUT AS A MAGN IFICENT MEANS -- A MEANS THROUGH WH ICH COUNTLESS 

THOUSANDS OF DEVOTED CITIZENS CAN COOPERATE IN THE CONQUERING 

OF PROBLEMS THAT BESET FREE MEN EVERYWHERE. II 

• 
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AT THE MOMENT, THE BIGGEST PROBLEM BESETTING FREE 
A 

MEN EVERYWHERE IS INFLATION. IT HAS CERTAINLY BEEN MINE, 
r 

J~~' 
EVER SINCE I BEGAN THIS JO~. I KNOW IT IS AFFECTING VERMONTERS 

/l""~ro 
AS IT IS ALL AMERICANS AND PE~LE IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD. 

*' 


• 
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AS YOU KNOW, TOMORROW I WILL OUTLINE TO THE COUI\ITRY 

AND TO THE CONGRESS A COMPREHENS IVE PLAN TO DEAL WITH INFLATION, 

WHAT I WILL RECOMMEND WILL BE A TWO-PRONGED UNDERTAKING, FIRSTJ 

~V~ 
I WILL CALL FOR LEII"SLATIVE ACTION WHICH IS NEEDED IF GOVERNMENT 

11 

IS TO DO ITS PART IN WHIPPING INFLATION. AND' MIGHT NOTETHATTHE 

SUCCESS OF THIS EFFORT WILL DEPEND ON THE HELP OF TOUGH-M INDED 
• 

LEGISLATO~~FFORD' DICK MALLARY AND JIM JEFFORDS -­
~----

ALL OF WHOM I NEED I N WAS HI NGTON. 

• 
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FURTHER, I WILL SET FORTH ACTIONS IN WH ICH EVERYONE 

~j/t. ~-r-fo'~..Jf"'f-"" 1t~. 
CAN PARTICIPAT~ IF £VERY CITIZEN ENLISTS IN THIS EFFORT, I AM 

NOT ONLY CONFIDENT, I AM CERTA IN THAT WE WILL WI NTH IS FIGHT 

AGAINST AMERICA'S PUBLIC ENEMY NO. I. 

• 
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IN THIS BATTLE, I AM PARTICULARLY MINDFUL OF THOSE 

WHO ARE UNEMPLOYED AND OF RETIRED PEOPLE LlV ING ON ALREADY 

SMALL, FIXED INCOMES. THE COMM ITMENT I MAKE TO YOU TON IGHT 

AND WILL REPEAT TO THE AMER ICAN PEOPLE TOMORROW IS TO HALT 
~ 

THE RISE IN PRICES AND THE PROBLEMS IT FORCES ONTO EACH ONE OF US. 

WI~ OF GREAT PEOPLE LIKE YOU ALL ACROSS 
" d' 

AMERICA, WE WILL BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS EFFORT. 

• 
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ONE FURTHER COMMENT IS IN ORDER BEFORE I CONCLUDE: 

I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT SENATORS A I KEN AND STAFFORD 

AND CONGRESSMAN MALLARY HAVE KEPT ME WELL ADV ISED ON 

VERMONTERS' VIEWS. IN PARTICULAR, THEY HAVE TOLD ME, IN NO 

UNCERTA IN TERMS, OF YOUR VIEWS ON AN INCREASE IN FEDERAL GASOLINE 

TAXES. 

• 
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THEREFORE, LET ME STATE TONIGHT WHAT I WILL SAY TO 

THE CONGRESS TOMORROW: I AM NOT ASKING FOR ANY INCREASE IN 

THE FEDERAL GASOLINETA..x. ~4 ~&.~ r 7.4. 
~..:. .. ~ . 

• 
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I APPRECIATE YOUR INVITATION TO BE HERE THIS 

EVEN ING -- TO JOIN YOU IN HONOR ING ONE OF YOUR MOST 

DISTINGUISHED SONS, SENATOR GEORGEAIKEN --AND TO BREAK 

BREAD WITH SOME OF THE FINEST PEOPLE I HAVE KNOWN. 

THANK YOU. 

###### 

• 





