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STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT 

IN ArHJOUNCING A PROGRAM FOR THE RETURN OF 

VIETNAr'1 ERA DRAFT EVADERS AND jvlI LITARY DESERTERS 

IN MY FIRST WEEK AS PRESIDENT~ I ASKED THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES AND, THE SECRETP.RY OF DEFENSE TO 

REPORT TO ~lE~ AFTER CONSULTATION ~1ITH OTHER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

AND PRIVATE CITIZENS CmJCERr\JED~ ON THE STATUS OF THOSE YOUNG 

AMERICANS WHO HAVE BEEN CONVINCTED~ CHARGED~ INVESTIGATED OR ARE 

STILL BEING SOUGHT AS DRAFT EVADERS OR MILITARY DESERTERS • 

• 
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ON AUGUST 19} AT THE NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN 

VIARS IN CHICAGO} I ANNOUNCED ~IY INTENTION TO GIVE THESE YOWJG PEOPLE 

A CHANCE TO EARN THEIR RETURi~ TO THE 1"'1AINSTREAM OF AMERICAN SOCIETY 

SO THAT THEY CML I F THEY CHOOSE} CONTRI BUTE EVEl'l THOUGH BELATEDLY 

TO THE BU I LD I NG AND BETTERMENT OF OUR COUi~TRY AND THE WORLD I 

• 
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I DID THIS FOR HIE W1PLE REASON TfiA{rHE LONG AND Ac-- ;s:J> 

~ 
DIVISIVE WAR Hl VIETNAfl1 HAS BEEN OVERJ"QRIQJ4ERI'"~ fI'WJ]NG iviftL 

MORE TIlArJ A YEARJ A,W I WAS DETER~HNED THEN AS NOW TO DO
• 

EVERYTHHJG IN rl,y pmJER TO ELm UP THE NATlm~/S WOUNDS • 

• 




I 
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I PROMISED TO THROW THE WEIGHT OF MY PRESIDENCY INTO 

THE SCALES OF JUSTICE mJ THE SIDE OF LENIENCY AND r~ERCYJ BUT 

PRDrnSED ALSO TO vJORK HITHIN THE EXISTING SYSTE~1 OF MILITARY AND
• 

CIVILIArJ LAW AND THE PRECEDENTS SET BY f1Y PREDECESSORS WHO FACED 

AlltoN<J. THEM 1R£sl/)cNTS 
SUU LAR POST-WAR SITUATI ONS.>1\AB RAHAf-l LI NCOUl Aim flAR RY S. 

TRUf1A[J. 
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~W OBJECTIVE OF fl1AKING FUTURE PENALTIES FIT THE SERIOUS­

NESS OF EACH INDIVIDUAL'S OFFENSE AND OF MITIGATING PUNISHMENT 

ALREADY f'1ETED OUT IN A SPIRIT OF EQUITY HAS PROVED AN If1~1ENSELY 

HARD AND COMPLICATED r"1ATTER; EVEN f'10RE DIFFICULT THAN I KNEW IT 

HOULD BE I BUT THE AGENC I ES OF GOVER;~HENT COnCERNED AND MY OWN 

STAFF Hft.VE UORKED WITH f1E LITERALLY DAY AND NIGHT Ifl ORDER TO DEVELOP 

FAI R Aim ORDERLY PROCEDURES AND COf'1PLETED THEI R WORK FOR ~1Y FHJAL 

APPROVAL OVER THIS LAST \~EEKENDI I DO NOT WANT TO DELAY ANOTHER DAY 

IN RESOLVING THE DILEf''\f'1AS OF THE PAST J SO THAT WE ~1AY ALL GET 

GOING ON THE PRESSING PROBLE~1S OF THE PRESEI~TI THEREFORE J I Af" 

TODAY SIGfHNG THE NECESSARY PRESIDBHIAL PROCLAMATION AtlD EXECUTIVE 

ORDERS THAT vJI LL PUT TH I S PLAN INTO EFFECT I 
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THE PROGRAf1 PROVIDES FOR ADMINISTRATIVE DISPOSITIOh OF 

CASES I(lVOLVING DRAFT EVADERS Arm MILITARY DESERTERS NOT YET CDrJ-

VICTED OR PUNISHED. IN SUCH CASES} 24 MONTHS OF ALTER[JATE SERVICE 

WILL BE REQUIRED HHICH f'1AY BE REDUCED FOR MITIGATING CIRCUMSTMJCES. 

THE PROGRAM ALSO DEALS \~ITH CASES OF THOSE ALREADY CONVICTED BY A 

CIVILIAH OR ~lILITARY COURT. FOR THE LATTER PURPOSE} I Ai'1 ESTAB­

LISHING A CLE~IENCY REVIEW BOARD OF NINE DISTINGUISHED Af~ERICANS 

WHOSE DUTY IT WILL BE TO ASSIST ME IN ASSURING THAT THE GOVERN­

f1ENT'S FORGIVENESS IS EXTErmED TO APPLICABLE CASES OF PRIOR 

CONVICTION AS EQUITAELY AND AS IMPARTIALLY AS IS HUMANLY POSSIBLE. 
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THE PRIr~ARY PURPOSE OF THIS PROGRAf" IS THE RECONCILIA-

Tlm,l OF ALL OUR, PEOPLE AND THE RESTORATION OF THE ESSEHTIAL UNITY 

OF Ar;lERICA~'JS WITHlfl HHICH HONEST DIFFERDICES OF OPHlIDrJ DO ;·WT
• 

DESCENJ)TO ANG RY DISCORD Aim r,1UTUAL PROBLEr1S ARE iJOT POLAR IZED 
J 

BY EXCESSIVE PASSIOIl. 
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r~Y SIlKERE HOPE IS THAT THIS IS ,~ CONSTRUCTIVE STEP 

TOHARD A CALMER AND COOLER APPRECIATION OF OUR INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS 

AND RESPONSIBILITIES Aim OUR Cor'\f'iON PURPOSE AS A HAT ION} vJHOSE 

FUTURE IS ALWAYS MORE IMPORTANT THAN ITS PAST. 

# # # 




