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OPENIMNG OF WORLD GOLF HALL OF FAME
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1974, PINEHURST, NORTH CAROLINA

['VE REALLY ENJOYED LISTENING TO OUR EIGHT HONOREES

MrallsaA =TV

DESCRIBE THEIR GREATEST MOMENTS IH GOLF., AND IF I MAY, I'D LIKE TO

1

TELL YOU THE MOST MEMORABLE GOLFING EXPERIENCE I EVER HAD, 1 WAS AT

THE BURWING TREE COURSE JUST OUTSIDE OF WASHINGTON WHEN BEN HOGAW,

Ropnid Polosr
[l AND BYRON NELSOMN CAME UP TO ME AND SAID THEY WERE LOOKING

FOR ANOTHER GREAT GOLFER TO JOIN THEH.}/(.I SAID, "WELL, HERE I
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At®... . AND THEY SAID, “GOOD. YOU CAN HELP US LOOK!”
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I DIDN'T MIND THAT SO MUCH, BUT WHAT REALLY HURT WAS
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WHEN ARNOLD PALMER ASKED ME WEAR HIS SLACKS UHDER AN ASSUMED NAME.,

—

I DO APPRECIATE THE GREAT HONOR OF YOUR INVITATION -- BUT

AS T STAND UP HERE BEFORE ALL OF YOU GOLFING IMMORTALS, ONE THOUGHT

KEEPS RUNNING THROUGH MY MIND: 1 HAVE AN 18 HANDICAP,....YOU NEED

ME LIKE SAM SHEAD NEEDS AHOTHER TOMATO CAN,




THEY SAY YOU CAN ALWAYS TELL HOW GOOD A PLAYER IS BY

THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THE GALLERY, YOU'VE HEARD OF ARNIE'S

CEE—

ARMY? MY GROUP IS CALLED FORD'S’FEW,
———

I'VE FIGURED IT OUT. MY PROBLEM IS, I HAVE A VERY WILD
SWINGy I'LL TELL YOU HOW WILD MY SWING IS. BACK O MY HOME COURSE,

THEY DON'T YELL “FORE!” THEY YELL, “FORD!”
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YOU KNOW ALL THOSE SECRET SERVICE MEN YOU'VE SEEN

AROUND ME? WHEN I PLAY GOLF, THEY GET COMBAT PAY!




BUT I TRY TO KEEP MY HAND IN WHENEVER T CAil,
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PERSOMALLY, I LIKE TO PLAY GOLF WITH HEHRY KISSIHGER,
HENRY KISSINGER IS UHDOUBTEDLY ONE OF THE GREATEST DIPLOMATS THE
WORLD HAS EVER KHOW:H, I‘LL TELL YOU WHY I SAY THAT., LAST WEEK,

I WAS Ill A SAMD TRAP, THERE WAS A WATER HAZARD BEYOHD THAT AND

THEY 95 FEET TO THE FIRST HOLE, / AND HENRY CONCEDED THE PUTT!
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BUT THIS AFTERNOON, I HAD OHE OF THE GREATEST THRILLS
OF MY LIFE, THE CHANCE TO PLAY A FEW HOLES WITH THE SUPER STARS
OF WORLD GOLFING, I CAN‘T TELL YOU HOW I FELT OUT THERE SURROUMDED
BY THESE LEGENDARY NAMES -- BERG, HOGAN, NELSON, NICKLAUS, PALMER,
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PLAYER, SARAZEN, SNEAD! IT WAS ALMOST LIKE BEING IN GOLFER’S HEAVEN!

NNy $ NN, 8§02 "haay



BUT AS THE CLICHE GOES, TONIGHT I HAVE GOOD NEWS AHD

BAD WEWS. THE GOOD WEWS IS THAT FOUR OF QUR HOROREES -- JACK WICKLAUS,

ARHOLD PALMER, GARY PLAYER AND SAi SHEAD -- WILL BE COMPETING IN

\—————--_—'

THE WORLD OPEMN BEGINHING TOMORROW. THE BAD NEWS IS, TODAY THEY
s
T
SHARED THE COURSE WITH ME......I'LL TELL-sWe¥# WHAT I MEAN:
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I 1972, T PLAYED WITH SAM SNEAD IN THE PRO-AM BEFORE

R

THE KEMPER OPEN, HE DIDH'T GO ON TO WIi THE TOURNAMENT,

IN 1973, 1 PLAYED WITH MILLER BARBER BEFORE THE

KEMPER OPEMy AND HE DIDN'T GO OHf TO WIN THE TOURNAMENT,

THIS YEAR I PLAYED WITH TOM WEISKOPF BEFORE THE KEMPER
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OPEN -- AND DAVE STOCKTON BEFORE THE PLEASANT VALLEY OPEH, AND

HEITHER OF THEM WEHT ON TO WIN THE TOURNAMENTS.
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I"I WASHINGTON, I KNOWMN AS THE PRESIDENT OF THE

M

UNITED STATES, IN GOLF, I'M KNOWM AS THE JINX OF THE LINKS!
T —— ¢
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BLEW $165,000%1N PRIZE MONEY, IF YOU THINK THEY'RE UNHAPPY,
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I F;URED N QUT THAT SNEAD, BARBER, WEISKOPF AND STOCKTOM

YOU SHOULD SEE THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE.




AS YOU MIGHT HAVE GATHERED BY NOW, I ENJOY GOLF,
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ENJOY THE EXERCISE IT PROVIDES, 1 ENJOY THE COMPETITIVE

CHALLENGE, AND I ENJOY THE GOOD® FELLOWSHIP BEFORE, DURING

e———,

AND AFTER EACH GAME.
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BUT IF I HAD TO SINGLE OUT ONE ATTRIBUTE OF GCLF ABOVE
ALL OTHERS, IT WOULD BE FOUND IN THIS SIMPLE STATEMENT FROM THE

ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITTANICA, IT READS: \\‘GOLF IS PLAYED ON THE HONOR

SYSTEMy A PLAYER IS EXPECTED TO COUNT HIS OWN STROKES EVEN THOUGH

HE MAY MISS THE BALL COMPLETELY; TO ACKNCWLEDGE THE FACT PROMPTLY

IF HE VIOLATES A RULE AND INCURS A PENALTY, AND TO AVOID INTERFERING

IN ANY WAY WITH HIS OPPENENT’S OR FELLOW COMPETITOR’S PLAY.#
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GOLF IS ONE OF THE FEW GAMES WHERE HONOR IS MORE IMPORTANT

EEEE———————

THAN RULESe WITHOUT GOOD SPORTSMANSHIPy GOLF COULD NOT EXISTe

WITHOUT TRUST, ANOTHER NAME FOR G0OD SPORTSMANSHIP, GOVERNMENTS

CAN NOT EXIST EITHER,
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BUT THERE IS STILL ONE MORE LESSON TO BE LEARNED FROM
GOLF. I HAVE NEVER SEEN A TOURNAMENT -- REGARDLESS OF HOW MUCH
MONEY OR FAME OR PRESTIGE OR EMOTION WAS INVOLVED -- THAT DIDN'T

-~ END WITH THE VICTOR EXTEIDING HIS HAND TO THE VANQUISHED,
s p—
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THE PAT Oil THE BACK -- THE ARM AROUMD THE SHOULDER -- THE

PRAISE FOR WHAT WAS DONE RIGHT AND THE SYMPATHETIC NOD FOR WHAT

TS

WASN'T -- ARE AS MUCH A PART OF GOLF AS LIFE ITSELFe I WOULD HOPE

———
T

THAT UNDERSTANDING AMD RECOMCILIATION, ARE NOT LIMITED TO THE

19TH HOLE ALONE,
EE————
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BEFORE I LEAVE, I'D LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR ASKING ME TO

BE HERE TODAY, IT WAS JUST GREAT!

THIS AFTERNOON FOR A FEW HOURS, I TRIED TO MAKE A HOLE
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Il ONEe TOMORROW MORHING I'LL BE BACK IN WASHINGTON TRYING TO GET

p——

OUT OF ONE, THANK YOU MOST SINCERELY FOR THIS WELCOME MINI-VACATION,
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