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OPENING OF WORLD GOLF HALL OF FAME 
WEDNESDAY J SEPTEMBER IIJ 1974J PINEHURST J NORTH CAROLINA 

I'VE REALLY ENJOYED LISTENING TO OUR EIGHT HONOREES 
.~ .. -r.V· 

DESCRIBE THEIR GREATEST MOMEiJTS IN GOLF~ AND IF I MAY, I 'n LIKE TO 

TELL YOU THE r10ST r1E~10RABLE GOLFING EXPERIENCE I EVER HAD. I WAS AT 

THE BURNING TREE COURSE JUST OUTSIDE OF WAS~IINGTON WHEN BEN HOGAN J 

/I...wIIP~nf>/ 
~Tf¥ 8ERe AND BYRON NELSON CAME UP TO r1E AND SAID THEY WERE LOOKING 

FOR AilOTHER GREAT GOLFER TO JOIN THEI1. /. I SAID, "Wf.LL, HERE J 

Ar1!" .... MlD THEY SAID J "GOOD. YOU CAN HELP US LOOK!"- .-­
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I DIDN'T r11ND THAT so f1UCH. BUT HHAT REALLY HURT ~JAS 


HHEN ARNOLD PALMER ASKED ~1E WEAR HIS SLACKS UNDER AN ASSU~IED NAME I 

-..", 

I DO APPRECIATE THE Gffi:AT HONOR OF YOUR INVITATION -- BUT 

AS I STAND UP HERE BEFORE ALL OF YOU GOLFI NG If'1MORTALS~ ONE THOUGHT 

KEEPS RmJN I NG THROUGH MY r1 IND: I HAVE AN 18 HAND ICAP .... I YOU NEED 

r1E LI KE SAM SNEAD NEEDS A1JOTHER TOfvlATO CAN I 

• 
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THEY SAY YOU CAN ALWAYS TELL HOY! GOOD A PLAYER I S BY 

THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THE GALLERY. YOU'VE HEARD OF ARNIE'S 

ARMY? MY GROUP IS CALLED FORD'S'FEW. 

I'VE FIGURED IT OUT. ~1Y PROBLEf1 IS., I HAVE A VERY WILD 

SHI NG. I'LL TELL YOU HOH HI LD Il:1Y S~II NG IS. BACK ON f1Y HOME COURSE., 

THEY DON'T YELL "FORE!" THEY YELL., "FORD!"--.-­-
YOU KNOW ALL THOSE SECRET SERVICE MEN YOU'VE SEEN 

AROUND ~1E? VlHEN I PLAY GOLF., THEY GET CO~1BAT PAY! 

• 
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BUT I TRY TO KEEP f'W HAilD IN WHEr,lEVER I CAiL 

PERSO;!ALLYJ I LIKE TO PLAY GOLF HITH HEilRY I<ISSIi'JGER, 

HE~'mY KISSInGER IS UNDOUBTEDLY oNE OF THE GREATEST DIPLor·1ATS TilE 

HORLD H~,S EVER KNOW!, I I LL TELL YOU HHY I Spy TIIAT. LAST HEEKJ 

I \l!\S I~l A SAND TRAP, TIIERE HAS PI vlATER HAZARD BEYOND THAT AND 

THEIl 95 FEET TO THE FIRST HOLE/AND HENRY CotKEDED THE PUll! 

II 
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BUT THIS AFTEm~OONJ I HAD ONE OF THE GREATEST THRILLS 

OF r'w LI FE, THE CIlAiJCE TO PLAY A FEH HOLES WITH THE SUPER STARS 

OF VlORLD GOLFING, I CAj~'T TELL VOU Ii0H I FELT OUT THERE SURROUNDED 

BY THESE LEGEr'WARY NAr~ES -- BERG J HOGAfL NELSON J NICKLAUS J PALMERJ- ~ --.... 

PLAYER J S~,RAZE~L SNEAD! IT HAS AUvl0ST LIKE BEING IN GOLFER'S HEAVEN!-

• 
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BUT AS THE CLICHE GOES J TONIGHT I ~:AVE GOOD rlEHS ft,ND 

BAD l'IE\1S. THE GOOD I~EWS IS THAT FOUR OF OUR HDrmREES -- JACI( iHCKU\US J-
ARiWLD Pft,U'1ER J GARY PLAYER AND SAn S~lEAD -- HILL BE COMPETHJG IN 

THE HORLD OPEn BEGINfHNG Tm10RROW. THE BAD NEWS IS J TODAY THEY 

~,... -... 

SHARED THE COURSE WITH r,lE •••••• I 'LL TELL-¥@+t HHAT I r1EArl: 

• 
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Hl 1972 1 I PLAYED WITH SAr'1 sr'lEAD IN THE PRO-Ar~ BEFORE 

THE KEr,lPER OPEN. HE DIDrJ'T GO ON TO ~JIiJ THE TOURNAr1ENT. 

IN 19731 I PLAYED WIT~r r·lI LLER BARBER BEFORE THE 

ICH1PER OPE~I, Arm HE DIDI~/T GO Or! TO HIN THE TOURr~Ar'1ENT. 

THIS YEAR I PLAYED WITH Tor'1 HEISKOPF BEFORE THE KEf.1PER 

OPEr! -- AND DAVE STOCKTON BEFORE THE PLEASANT VALLEY OPEIl. AND 

;"~EITHER OF THE~' HENT ON TO HIN THE TOURNAr1Erns. 

" 
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tJW r u, WASHINGTON, I 'n KNOV-lN AS THE PRES IDEfn OF THE 
$4,) 

UN ITED STATES. I N GOLF) I'M KNOWN AS THE JINX OF THE LINKS! . = 
15, OUT THAT SNEAD) BARBER) STOCKTONFURED ~ WEISKOPF AND , . . ...... 

~ """. 
Bmf $165,000 It~NEY. IF YOU THHlK THEY'RE U1IHAPPY, 

4 

YOU SHOULD SEE THE I NTERr~AL REVENUE SERVI CE I 



I 
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AS YOU MIGHT HAVE GATHERED BY NOW} I ENJOY GOLF. 
- p 

ENJOY THE EXERCISE IT PROVIDES, I ENJOY THE COMPETITIVE 

CHALLENGE. ~,ND I EiJJOY THE GOOD' FELLOWSHIP BEFORE} DURING 

AND AFTER EACH GAr1E. 

" 




---
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BUT IF I HAD TO SINGLE OUT ONE ATTRIBUTE OF GOLF ABOVE 

ALL OTHERS J IT \10ULD BE FOUND HI THIS SIMPLE STATEr1ENT FRO~1 THE 

ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITTANICA. IT REAlJS: '\GOLF IS PLAYED ON THE HONOR 

SYSTEr1, A PLAYER IS EXPECTED TO COUNT HIS OVlN STROKES EVEr'J THOUGH 

HE f1AY r'lISS THE BALL Cmi1PLETELY; TO ACKNOHLEDGE THE FACT PRm1PTLY 

IF HE VIOLATES A RULE AND INCURS A PENALTY J AND TO AVOID INTERFERING 

IN ANY HAY WITH HIS OPPENENT'S OR FELLOW Cor1PETITOR'S PLAY." 
-

• 
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GOLF IS ONE OF THE FEH GM1ES HHERE HONOR IS MORE I~IPORTANT -
THAN RULES. vJITHOUT GOOD SPORTSr'1ANSHIP.s GOLF COULD NOT EXIST• 

•WITHOUT TRUST,. ANOTHER NAf1E FOR GOOD SPORTSr'1ANSH I ~ GOVERNr1ENTS 

CAr~ rWT EXIST EITHER, 

• 
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BUT THERE IS STILL ONE MORE LESSON TO BE LEARNED FROM 

GOLF. I HAVE NEVER SEEH A TOURNAMENT -- REGARDLESS OF HOH rl1UCH 

~10NEY OR FM,1E OR PRESTIGE OR Ef'10TION WAS INVOLVED -- THAT DIDN'T 

------ END \'11TH nlE VICTOR EXTEnDING HIS HAND TO THE VArlQUISHED.-

• 
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THE PAT Oil THE BACK -- THE ARf1 AROUND THE SHOULDER -- THE-
PRAISE FOR WHAT HAS DONE RIGHT AND THE SVr1PATHETIC NOD FOR WHAT 

Wft.SN'T -- ARE AS r1UCH A PART OF lJOLF AS LI FE ITSELF. I HOULD HOPE 

THAT UNDERSTANDHIG MID RECDrKILIATION J ARE NOT LIrHTED TO THE 

19TH HOLE ALONE. 
ez 

• 
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BEFORE I LEAVE) I'D LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR ASKING ME TO 

BE HERE TODAY. IT WAS JUST GREAT! 

THIS AFTERNOON FOR A FlvJ HOURS) I TRIED TO rilAKE A HOLE 

IN ONE. Tor'1ORROH r'1ORNING I'LL BE BACK IN HASHIilGTON TRYIi~G TO GET 
--~p , 

OUT OF ONE. THANK YOU ~10ST SINCERELY FOR THIS HELCOME r'lINI-VACATION. 

# # 




