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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 9, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: JACK MARSH

SUBJECT: Background™For Joint Bi-Partisan Leadership
Meeting

At 1: 00 p.m. today you meet with the bi-partisan leadership of the House and

Senate including leaders from the Foreign Affairs Committees, Armed Services
Committees and Appropriations Committees. A list of attendees and absentees

is attached.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss generally your message to the Congress
tomorrow evening with special attention to the following points:

1. The situation in Vietnam.
2. The status of the situation in Cambodia.
3. The status of American Nationals in these two countries and

evacuation plans.

4, The refugee program.
- 5. .&1Uu..x. P i i i 1 in V'
6. Stress that your message will address other areas of the world and

our foreign policy concerning the same.
The Format: I would recommend the following agenda:

1. Brief opening remarks by you (5 minutes) outlining the purpose of
the meeting. Remind them that many in the room have been pre-
notified and advised on developments in the last 10 %at your
direction. e’




-2

This meeting is also important because under the War

Powers legislation, it will be treated as a "part of the
consulation requirement" under the Act. You should be

aware that we are carefully trying to build a series of files based
on our communication with the Congress for the purpose of showing

compliance with the War Powers Act should you be challenged on the
same.

——2——General Weyand /{iﬁ mjputes) == tﬁ‘gt% a.symmary of the current
military s1tuat10 in V etnam. /

f‘
4

RETTETIYY 1 ngey O~ ., 0 disguss poli"a ./
dlplomanc sjfuatioy mcludinam and policies@6r refugees.
d ecretary-Schlesinoer (5 minutes) (optional) -- to discuss deploy-

ment of U.S. forces in that™@rea and possible missions in support of
evacuation and refugee assistance.

5. President
a. summarize the situation

b. outline the options

At this point in your discussion, I would suggest
you give a broad view of your strategy based

on your Constitutional duties as President to
assure the safety of Americans in Cambodia

and Vietnam which is driving your decisions

and is the force behind your request to the
Congress for military assistance. Military
assistance is necessary for three fundamental
reasons:

(1)  stabilization of the defense situation and
continued support of the South Vietnamese
in order to

(2) safely evaucate U.S. nationals with a minimum
risk in loss of life or injury, R



(3 evacuate Vietnamese Nationals falling into
three categories:

(a) leaders and their families associated
with the United States Government
.that will cause them persecution,

(b) individuals and their families associated
with United States private interests that
will lead to their persecution.

(c) general category refugees, the criteria
. yet to be established.
Having defined your duties as President and the critical situation
that is faced, ask them what course exists other than the one you
have outlined and would they not do what you are seeking to do?

Congressignal Discyssjom-- The purpose of this is to solicit
their vigws which #Tll givk the Members the opportumidy to exprpss
; howeer /it {§ suggested tba Fyoty continuay Ay digkc
n to@drds the de s:.o;; that you have mag ~' '
pefdent bethuge you:
-9 ythea d y d
6"it, Jou negfl thfeit help ahd #oport
Ty but foy the godd f the country Put as

The Thursday Night Speech -- The Southeast Asian situation is
going to dominate the meeting, but it is essential they realize your
Address will be far broader.

PRESS PLAN -- There will be a tremendous interest by the press

in this meeting but it is vital they keep your confidence. The
confidentality of the meeting should be emphasized and two minutes
should be devoted to discussion as to what they may say between

the meeting and the Message tomorrow. You can expect someocne

in the group to make suggestions on this and you should be prepared
with some general guidance. Therefore, it is recommend that they
limit their comments to topics of the Speech that were generally

set out on page 1 except point three relating to evacuation plans.




PARTICIPANTS

The President
SENATE

Carl Curtis
Bob Griffin
Hugh Scott

Strom Thurmond
John Tower
Milt Young

HOUSE

John Anderson
Bill Broomfield
Phil Burton
Al Cederberg
Barber Conable
George Mahon
Bob Michel

Tom Morgan
"Tip" O'Neill
Mel Price

Bob Wilson

STAFPF

Secretary of State Kissinger
Secretary of Defense Schlesinger
Don Rumsfeld

Bob Hartmann

Jack Marsh ,
Max Friedersdorf w Fla s

Phil Buchen & N
Jim Cannon L [
Alan Greenspan - E
Jim Lynn N i
Ron Nessen REGRETS o
Bill Seidman

Brent Scowcroft The Vice President - out of town
Dick Cheney Speaker Albert - out of town

Vern Loen Rep. John McFall

Bill Kendall Rep. John Rhodes - out of town

Bob Wolthuis Sen. Robert Byrd

Sen. Cliff Case - out of town

Sen. John McClellan

Sen. Mike Mansfield - previous commitment
Sen. Frank Moss ’

Sen. John Sparkman

Sen. John Stennis
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THE WHITE HROUSE -

WASHINGTON

Bpril) 10, 1975

PURPOSE

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS AND PRESS PLAN

Thursday, Anrll 10, i975'
3:45 = 4:15 p.m. (30 minutes)
The Oval Office

From: Max L. Friedersdorf /Mé

To brief the leaders on the Vietnam situation and
give them a preview of your speech tonight.

A..

Background:

La

The Speaker and John Rhodes turned at 3:00 p.m.
yesterday from a trip to thg Peoples Republic of China

and were unable to attend A£he bipartisan leadership
meeting. ;

During a press confergfice at Andrews Air Force Base,
both leaders indicatgd they were out of touch with the
situation and desirgéd to meet as soon as possible with
the President.

Both were nonpgémmital on further military aid until

. they had the opportunity to speak to the President.

Reports indicate the leaders' trip was without major
incident except for gome tense discussions with Chinese
leaders. Rhodes mentioned a partlcularly heated
exchange about the Mid-East.

Participants: The President

Press Plan: A 7 \

The Speaker
Rep. John Rhodes : Py
Jack Marsh (staff) /e

Max Friedersdorf (staff)

Announce to the press only - Keﬁnerly photographs

TALKING POINTS

1

T

hope your trip was wo
in hearing about it when we have more time.

orthwhile and I would be interested




10.

11.

ids

13,

The situation in Vietnam is very sa2rious. I would
dascribe it as bleak but salvagable.

We have 6,000 Americans in South Vietnam and we are
concerned about their safety and evacuation if that
becomes necessary.

In addition, there are from I75,000 to 200,000 South
Vietnamese who have worked for the United States, and
they will be the first to go if tha communists taka ovarx

~ ' -

We are also concerned about the safety of Americans if
an anti-American sentiment develops among the South
Vietnamese. We are maximizing our efforts to get these

Americans out and are developing contigency plans of a
very sensitive nature.

We also have a moral responsibility to try and save those

South Vietnamese people who have stood with us through
thick and thin.

I intend to give a lot stronger speech tonight than when
I originally planned to address the Congress on foreign

- policy.

I will describe the seriousness of the situation in
Vietnam, together with my recommendations, but the speech

will also include the Middle East, NATO, detente, the PRC
and trade.

It will be a very frank speech and I will not recommend -

anything that is phony. My recommendations will be
justified.

I believe we are at a very serious turning point in world
affairs. We have achieved some excellent results in

foreign policy over the jpast 25 years, and we have suffered
somea setbacks.

If we work together we can move to greater successes.
This country has a great destiny to fulfill.

But, we cannot achieve our goals if we engage in finger-
pointing and blaming one another.

I am hopaful you can support my recommendations to the
Congress tonight, and continue to lend me the wisdom
and strength of your experiences and service to the Nation.

T SO



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE APRIL 12, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

In view of the seriously deteriorating military situation around
the Cambodian Capital of Phnom Penh, and on the basis of the
recommendations of the American Ambassador to the Khmer Republic,
I have. instructed.thexpersonnelxof the-U.S. Mission to leave-
Phnom Penhae ;

In accordance with those instructions, American personnel have
been evacuated. I also authorized that a number of Cambodians
whose lives would have been jeopardized if they had remained 1n
Cambodia be evacuated with the American Mission.

I sincerely regret that there was not timely action on my request
to the Congress to enable the United States to continue to provide
the assistance necessary to the survival of the Government of the
Khmer Republic. That Government had asked for this assistance and
had clearly proven itself worthy of our help.

The United States wishes Cambodia to find its place in the world
as an independent, neutral and united country, living in peace.
Our assistance was sought for that purpose. We also made numerous
and vigorous diplomatic efforts, from the first to the last, to
find a compromise settlement. :

I decided with a heavy heart on the evacuation of American personnel
from Cambodia because of my respon51b111ty for the safety of the
Americans who have served there so vallantly. Despite that evacuatior
we will continue to do whatever possible to support an independent,
peaceful, neutral and unified Cambodia.

We can all take deep pride in the United States armed forces that
were engaged in this evacuation operation. It was carried out
with great skill, and in a manner that reflects the highest credit
on all of those American servicemen who participated.. I am deeply
grateful to them for a job well done.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

In view of the seriously deteriorating military situation around
the Cambodian Capital of Phnom Penh, and on the basis of the
recommendations of the American Ambassador to the Khmer Republic,
I have instructed the personnel of the U.S. Mission to leave
Phnom Penh.

In accordance with those instructions, American personnel have
been evacuated. I also authorized that a number of Cambodians
whose lives would have been jeopardized if they had remained in
Cambodia be evacuated with the American Mission.

I sincerely regret that there was not timely action on my request
to the Congress to enable the United States to continue to provide
the assistance necessary to the survival of the Government of the
Khmer Republic. That Government had asked for this assistance and
had clearly proven itself worthy of our help.

The United States wishes Cambodia to find its place in the world
as an independent, neutral and united country, living in peace.
Our assistance was sought for that purpose. We also made numerous
and vigorous diplomatic efforts, from the first to the last, to
find a compromise settlement.

I decided with a heavy heart on the evacuation of American personnel
from Cambodia because of my responsibility for the safety of the
Americans who have served there so valiantly. Despite that evacuatior
we will continue to do whatever possible to support an independent,
peaceful, neutral and unified Cambodia.

We can all take deep pride in the United States armed forces that
were engaged in this evacuation operation. It was carried out
with great skill, and in a manner that reflects the highest credit
on all of those American servicemen who participated.. I am deeply
grateful to them for a job well done.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 15, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH:: DON RUMSFELD
JACK MARSH

FROM: MAX FRIEDERSDORF

SUBJECT: Senate Foreign Relations Committee -

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee is working on a draft of a
bill entitled Viet Nam Emergency Act of 1975.

They worked on the draft this morning and will resume at 2 P.M.
today with the expectation of concluding the draft this afternoon
and presenting it to you for your consideration.

Although the details are not final the legislation would be
operative when the number of Americans in South Viet Nam was
reduced to 1200.

It would impower you to remove Americans and their dependents
and use military force if necessary.

It would authorize for this purpose from $200 to $250 million
in addition to the humanitarian request.

It would give you the authority to determine when the armed forces
are necessary but if you took this action you would be required

to submit a report under provisiomns of the War Powers Act, and
also certify that at the time you took the action there existed

a direct and imminent threat to the lives of American citizens

in Viet Nam and their dependents. '

The authority would also apply to the South Vietnamese with
certain restrictions. You would have to determine if there was

a direct and imminent jeopardy to their lives, withdrawal of

South Vietnamese would involve no additional U.S. forces other
than those employed in evacuating Americans, and would involve no
extension of hostilities, and the rescue of these foreign nationals
would be incidental to removal of U.S. citizens.




I received this report
may be some additional
session, but it is the
to ask that you review
your opinion.

-2

from Senator Hugh Scott and he said there
changes during this afternoon's closed
intention of Senators Sparkman and Case
this draft bill personally and give them

Senators Baker and Griffin insisted that because of your spirit

Di
of cooperation vasterday the committee should present you thi

73]

draft before final action.

Jack Marsh and I visited with Mel Price on the House side and

Mel agreed to do his best to delay a vote today in the House Armed

Services Committee.

We also visited the Senate Armed Services Committee and there will

be no vote this afternoon following Secretary Schlesinger's

testimony.

ey




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Date.APR 15 1975

ek Mo

PROM: Max L. Friedersdorf

For Your Information >§

Please Handle

-

Please See Me

Comments, Please




(1)

12 Noon
April 15, 1975
Draft Cutline

Vietnam Contingency Act of 1975

if the Presidnt determines that the use of Armed Forces is necessary
to withdraw American citizens and their families, the President may
use the Armed Forces to take action essential to and directly connected
with the protection of Americans and their families while they are being
withdrawn subject to the provisions in paragraph 2.

(a) If the President uses U.S. Armed Forces to protect American citizens
as above provided, he shall submit a report on the use of these forces in

accordance with secion 4(a) of the War Powers Resolution and comply with
all other provisions of that Resolution. -~

(b) In addition to the information required under se
Powers Resolution, the President would also be
Congress that:

fon 4(a) of the War
quired to certify to

Every effort was made to terminate the t
of diplomatic and any other means avai

eat to Americans by the use
le without using the Armed Forces;

There existed a direct and imminent/threat to the lives of such U. S. citizens
and their dependents;

(3) American citizens are being evdcuated as rapidly as possibie. SR T

(a) a direct mminent threat exists to the lives of the foreign nationals;

{(b) no additional U. S. Foreces are required beyond those needed to
evacuate Americans:;

e

kY
i
K



(c)

the duration of the possible exposure of U. S. Forces to
hostilities is not extended; and

the rescue of foreign nationals is only undertaken incidential
to the rescue of Americans and only within areas necessarily
controlled by U, S. Forces for the purpose of protecting
Americans while they are being evacuated.

'~

ey, i
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THE WHITE HoUSE

WASHINGTON

Date:

/"
TO: :

FROM: Max L. Friedersdorf

For Your InformationY‘

Please Handle

Please See Me

Comments, Please
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THOMAS B, MO

TLLMENT I, ZABLOCH!, Wis.
WAYNE L. MAYS, ONIQ

L. W, FOUMTAIN, M.Ce
DANYE B, FASCELL, FLA.

CHARLES €. DIGGS, IR, MICH.

ROBIRT N, €. NIX, PA,
DONALD M. EFASER, MINN,

BENJAMIN 8. ROSENTHAL, MY,

LEE H. HAMILTON, IND,
LESTER L. WOLFF, N.¥
JONATHAN B, #INGHAM, N.Y.
GUS YATROM, PA.

AOY A, TAYLOR, N.C.
MICHAEL BARRINGTON, MASS.
LEQ 7. RYAN, CALIR,

CHARLES WILSON, TEX.

DONALD W, RIEGLE, 1A., MICH.

CARDISS COLLINS, .
STEPNEN J. SOLARZ, N.Y.
HELEN 5. MEYNER, N.J.
DON BONKER, WASH.

RGAN, PA., CHAIRMAN

WILLIAM €. BRCOMFIZLED, MICH.

EDWARD J. DERWINSKL, JLL.
PAUL FINDLEY, 1ILL.

JOHM H. BUCHANAN, JR. ALA.

3. HERBEART BURKE, FLA.
FIERRE S, DU PONT, DEL.
CHARLES W, WHALEN, JR., OHIO
EDWARD G. BIESTER, JR., PA,
LARRY WINN, JR,, KANS.
BENJAMIN A. GILMAN, N.Y.
TEMNYSON GUYER, OHIO

ROBERT J. LAGOMARSING, CALIF.

MARIAN A, CZARMNECK]
CHIEF QF STAFF

The Honorable Gerald R.

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr.

President:

Ford

\' ?:3 j"‘ i'dn 4,

Gongress of the Hutted States
Gonmmittee oy Juternational Relutions
House of Representatives
Washington, BE. 20515

April 17, 1975

I am writing to request your comments on a resolution of inquiry
which was introduced in the House on April 16, 1975, and referred to
the Committee on International Relations.

Enclosed are two copies of the resoclution, H.Res. 400, directing
the President to provide to the House of Representatives certain infor-
mation respecting U.S. nationals who are presently in South Vietnam.

As you know, the Committee must act on this resolution within
seven (7) legislative days beginning today. Therefore, we will appre~
ciate receiving your comments as soon as possible, but no later than
Tuesday, April 22, 1975.

TEM:xbd

cc:  Hon. Henry A. Kissinger

Secretary of State
State Department

Sincerely,
.0
. £ A e
A ANV 5‘.-4 S 4
)
Chairman
{



Odrrr CO\'GREbb
- 18T SESSION. . H 400

~IN'THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Arrw 16,1975 Bife Gl o~

£a Torrzaay ( for herself and Mr. Jouy L. Berroy) submitted the following
msolutmn which whas referred to the Comiitteée on Internktional Relations'
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RESOLUTION

17" Rebolved, That the President is dirécted to provide, riot

2 later than five days ‘after the’ ﬂﬂolmon of thik” 1e\¢»hmon to

f
U

3 the House of Representatives the fnﬂomnv“mformatmn in
4 the posaeqswﬁ of the executive branch:
5 (1) the number of United Stdfﬁ’b natwnals presently
6 in South Vxemam as employees of the United States
7 Govemment;‘thé agencies by which they are employed,
8 and the activities in whic‘hvthey are engaged;
9. (2) the number of United States nationals presenﬂy
10 in South Vietnam who work as or for United States
11 (Government contractors or subeontractors ;
32 {(3) the number of United States nationals presently

v

5 ‘*f : "n
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{ 2 %
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1 in South Vietnam who are not exilployees of the United
2 ~ States Government, together with the types of work in
3 which they are engaged, including nonprofit humam-
4 tarian reheﬁacn?geb,gbmmess i enh£1 eb,'.md mercenalv
Saices
B activities;
6 (4) the number of dependents of United States

7 - .nationalsywhich dependenis ave presently in Seuth Viet-

8 nam; and CIOT 0L e
LY
\GVHWS EoH .»l!" j [ 98 ST

‘the, rea&ans”,to the extenL known, . for thch %

.’-.Q)irhf.ul. .!dlﬂ b e ’H .
10 persons in each ¢ategory above have not been evacuated
11 from South Vietnam. S E% .
12 Thrs mformgm ma&'e\(" vaﬂalﬁ E;, 5. each Member of :
13, the I}Lo:;sp of Representatives in accordance w;th:proceg_l_urgs..
14 adopted fbxéhg lS_[)eg}gelj to assure the confidentiality, of any
10 g%%ﬁggﬁgdmi mmm ‘tﬁ' s N AVECITEIDR Ty S QTR § ety ' -
sifnrmd avioc sy ‘n'té'tcr.unifa-w;.mt.-mrr :
perEned b el aoin® Botr § o0 sl (7 0
oiup b’ §osdr 0 ossvelques - g e g ' -
-k e enle dhida of 2o 4 et 9oy g 7
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April 19, 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: JACK MARSH

Attached is a summary of the action of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee on Fridey.

You should be aware that an attempt is going to be made on the Senate
Floor to substitute the House bill (Morgan/Broomfield), which is
more favorable, for the Senate bill,

Under the Senate rules, an amendment for military aid would be in
order, and Senator Tower plans to offer such an amendmaent.

Note also Kendall's reference to 2 proposed bill in the Senate
Armed Services Committee for military aid (s copy attached).

e¢: Don Rumsfeld
Brent Scowcroft



THESWHITE ROUSES

WASHIN JTON

April 13, 1975

MEMCRANDUM FOR: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF
FROM: WILLIAM T. KENDALL 1'\///<
SUBJECT: SRR Actions of the Senate Forewn '

Relations Committee taken todavi:
The Senate Foreign Relations Committee took three actions todays

e - They reported the bill entitled "Vietnam Cont;.ngency Act :; 2
L L : s , S e

2. They reported a Sense of the Senate Resolut:.on askmg for
negotiations” to end hdstlhtxes, and

3 o . = -‘._ R - :
o P | Committee.Resolution regarding American evacu_ation.

s

Copxes of all three actions are attached. Iam also atta.chmg awer 7
statement on the ‘situation in Vietnam by Senator Hugh Scott. In ', S _7 =%
addition, 1 am attaching a clean bill which will hopefully be taken *

up by the Armed Services Comn.uttee for an add:.tmnal $75 000, 000
for military aid. ,
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anée Act of 1974&. !
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section 8J9 of. ?Lbllc Law 95-437 section 741 of Public Law 93-23 ;
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16s . ox ?LDLIC Law 93-5 2, o

,ection 13 of Puollc Law 93 126 Secth-

md sectLOﬂ 307 of Publlc de 93-5u -cnl to. the extent necesaary
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o give effec» to thefprov1510 S"of

—‘mnw sssistance to. hel;vnueve the
sufiering of refugees and other peedy people ¥
-who are cumsofthe conflicts in Scuth .

- astistan < provided: to--such- persons-.

f.arou'nout  both couxntries “and threugh

chanvels acceptable to all parties, the assist- S

ance autborized by this Act is to be provided | LS
tion and conirol of the United. .

== Sec. 2. () Ne twn.hsta.nding any other pro--
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t0. bs appropria ‘to the President for t!:e S i
: fiscal .year 1875, remeain_ available wntil % =
wexpended, $700,009,000 for the purpecse ol el
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Resolved, That 11: 1s the sense of the Senate thau the Presid ntj;fq_'_
1enould (a) request all‘Vietnamese parties to reqpen discu351on Ko
towaras tne 1mplen°ntation of the Agreement on nndine tbe War and

R Suoring Peace in Vletnam, (b) undertake 1mmed1ate1y ef .orts to ;

: deserLs of seeklng a polltlcal settlemenu, (c) make known to all

Vietnemese partles that the extent of present and future‘Ame

‘to the confllct

-Sec. 2 'It is fur‘he*.the< ense of th- Senate-thatiege%éreei-:-
denu should submit a report to »he»senate ulthin thirty days after“
the adoptlon ‘of this resolutlon d°scribing fully aqd coméletei;
the steps he has taken to carry out the purposes of this resolution__

Sec. 3. The Secretary.of the Senate shall transmit a copy of i

this resolution to

cpressinv the sense of the Senate that . the Pre31dent ‘should undertak=
mmediate efforts to obtain a cessatlon of hosti 1t1es Ln'Vietnamua

througn negotiation. ; G T S
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COMMITTEE RESOL

It is the sense of the Committee that all -
American citizens and their'dependents, other =

than the minimum number of official Personne11 &h;ﬂV,, .

necessary to maintain essential functions of -

I

the United StatES MiSsion, should be wiﬁhdraan{ u-“

from South Vietnam as rapidlyvaé possible.
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wing statsment teda

“The President may get only a modest compromise portion of the $1 billion

‘he has requested in Vietnam aid. As a rember of the Senate Foreign Relations

Committee, I strongly urge him to accept whatever sum may be approved in the
interest of moving forward with the swift withdrawal of Americans and their
dependents in Vietnam and. nmamtarlan relief in that desperate country»

"I have never said that I- supported the Pres;.dent s request for the full -
$1 billion,-and I.reiterate-my- position-now.—1 have-said-previcusly-that-"'I am-

: supportmg whatever:he (the- PresrLdent) can: getsz As to. thatimve: ml}:..soon ,know......., —

g support. entlrelywthewcansensus. of the- Eoreian”}lelatmnsﬁ Comxttee«that__..,m

- the ‘use--of . any-U--S. forces:which-may-be -involved=in ‘the- htmzanltaman and~w1 t.hdrawa}:»

efforts should be for:that plurposeand-that” purpos&alone.ww -

"I will reserve=j udgment‘on“ther—hmted*and*reduce&“leve}*of mﬂrﬁary«mt L

assistance funding I'might support.  However, I will”fully Support-appropriate i AR

and reasonable restrictions.which.I. expect wou}.d_be 1mposed on tha..usewi such,M
funds*“*xf “funds‘“arre“‘apprcved“ s

‘ ’I cannot-and-will- not«—ruoberstamp—-any—*ﬁmd.;ng rquestﬂvhlch mox&dr:mvch

U. S. forces-in military=combat: overseas--in violation:of-the:zWar-Powers=det=—1 =2
. voted for:that- Actyrand-voted-agaim=to- averridera:vetorof thatrsame:Act“*enablmgm .
it to become lawr:-Andjras a -member:of the-United-Stafes-Senater=%- mtend«tr"fm

7 uphold-the- prov1$10nswof tha@Aet»whleh~rastr1et&any——yreszdem—-&use—eﬁ—ourm e T

'f;mhtary forces abroad. I remain firmly committed to oppose any contravention . ‘

‘;ifof that law." T ‘ : ’

CONTACTZ= ?atnczaAAgneg._.:.;MWg:; :
2027722476324
- 3017657219




T ™ S Toes St AE s BN s Wt Y S et
ﬁv H i T 1 -
- NI O S e TR ;’
Eond s -
s WY, 10T3
F\»..,m. T =
1z CONGRESS e
157 SEssion -b)
Dl 2

- IN THE SE‘?A}.E o;.« THE- UNITED smms
Aven ,1973 A R

Mr eemeey from the Committee on z&rmed Servxces, reporte& the fol~
lowing bill; which was read twice and ordered to be placed on the calendar.

A%iiim E

That parawanh (1) of secbon A01 (a} and subsecnon (b) ‘ o
. of Pyblic Law 89-367, a,pproved March 15, 1956 (80 sz, S

5 3 1) ag amended are amenaed by stnkm" out.,“SI OOO O()G -
6 000” 'ea,ch place it appcara and m:,ertmrr m he& thoreof

7 "51 075 ,000, 000“‘

J. 50-894



i

o\ y) <
’) <
THE WHITE HOUST &"’/ -~

[ £
WASHINGTON éi

April 23,1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORFW,& ~

SUBJECT: Vietnam Legislation

The Senate today approved by a vote of 75 - 17, a $250 million
authorization bill for evacuation/humanitarian aid to South
Vietnam.

Attempts to restrict use of military force were defeated, as
were amendments to further restrict authority to evacuate
South Vietnamese.

After two days of debate, the House late tcday started from
scratch again on amendments after the Chair sustained a point

of order based on a motion that the bill contained appropriations
in a legislative bill. Chairman Morgan indicated he planned to
finish the bill tonight. and i+ anneared the Hones may work +£o
midnight or later. '

Prior to sustaining the point of order, action on key amendments
were favorable to the Administration.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTCN

April 21, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF /é{é

SUBJECT: Status of Vietnam Legislation

The Senate today debated the $200 million combination evacuation/
humanitarian authorization bill and is expected to conclude
consideration tomorrow. It is now expected that only technical
amendments, rather than the full House bill, will be offered
during Floor consideration.

Senator Tower is also expected to offer a $200 million military
assistance amendment.

The Senate Armed Services Committee failed to meet again today 3
to reconsider your request for an addition $422 million :
authorization.

In the House, the House Appropriations/Committee tocday reported
favorably a bill calling for $165 milZion in military aid and
$165 million in economic aid. This Aegislation is expectad to
move to the Floor in the next day two.

Also in the House today
hour open rule for cecnsi

Relations Committee billlauthoyizing $150 million in evacuation/
humanitarian assistance. »

the Houge Rules Committee granted a three

At this time, it is belieYed there is little hope of attaining
approval on the Floor of either body for additional military

aid. However, pvospectc seem good for the passage of some form
¢f eccnemic/evacuaticn /humanitarien aid.

R AR AR



S.Res. 133

\g
In the Senate of the United States,
April 21, 1975.

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate that the Presi-
dent should (a) request all Vietnamese parties to reopen discus-
ston toward the implementation of the Agreement on Ending
the War and Restoring Peace in Vietnam; (b) undertake im-
mediately to encourage and support those elements in South
Vietnam who are desirous of seeking a political settlement; (c)
make known to all Vietnamese parties that the extent of present
and future American’ assistance to all Vietnamese will depend
on the degree of good faith efforts made by them to obtain a
cease-fire and political solution to the conflict.

Sec. 2. It is further the sense of the Senate that the Presi-
dent should submit a report to the Senate within thirty days
after the adoption of this resolution describing fully and com-
pletely the steps he has taken to carry out the purposes of this
resolution.

SEC. 3. The Secretary of the Senate shall transmit a copy

ié resolution to the President.

Secretary.

A e




THE WHITE HOUSE M
WASHINGTON éiru

April 23,1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORFw.& .

SUBJECT: Vietnam Legislation

The Senate today approved by a vote of 75 - 17, a $250 million
authorization bill for evacuation/humanitarian aid to South
Vietnam.

Attempts to restrict use of military force were defeated, as
were amendments to further restrict authority to evacuate
South Vietnamese.

After two days of debate, the House late today started from
scratch again on amendments after the Chair sustained a point

of order based on a motion that the bill contained appropriations
in a legislative bill. Chairman Morgan indicated he planned to
finish the bill tonight, and it appeared the House may work to
midnight or later.

Prior to sustaining the point of order, action on key amendments
were favorable to the Administration.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON Y\f¥

April 23,1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF,%{{}Cfb.

SUBJECT: Vietnam Legislation

The Senate today approved by a vote of 75 - 17, a $250 million
authorization bill for evacuation/humanitarian aid to South
Vietnam.

Attempts to restrict use of military force were defeated, as
were amendments to further restrict authority to evacuate
South Vietnamese.

After two days of debate, the House late today started from
scratch again on amendments after the Chair sustained a point

of order based on a motion that the bill contained appropriations
in a legislative bill. Chairman Morgan indicated he planned to
finish the bill tonight, and it appeared the House may work to
midnight or later.

Prior to sustaining the point of order, action on key amendments
were favorable to the Administration. ‘
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 24, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF

SUBJECT: = Senate & House Bills on Viet Nam Aid -

(S ‘1484 ‘and HR 6096)

1. 3100 M for FY 1975 for 1.
humanitarian aid withdrawal
purposes from South Viet Nam
as President determines in
national interest.

2. 8150 M for humanitarian 2.
assistance to refugees -
in South Viet Nam and
Cambodia.

3. All relief funds controlled 3.
and administered by U.N.
or other international
agency.

4. Report to Congress every 4.
90 days on assistance.

5. Provision to use U.S. forces 5.
to evacuate certain citizens
and dependents.

6. Provision with limitation 6.
on numbers duration, and
areas authorizing President
to evacuate foreign nationals
upon his determination and
certification to Congress.
Waives other limitation in
the law.

7. Reguires Presidential report 7.
to Congress or use of forces
as reguired by Sec. 4 (a) of
War Powers Resolution.

" House -

$150 M for FY 1975 for
humanitarian and evacuation
assistance from South Viet Nam.

No comparable provision.

No comparable provision.

No comparable provision.

May use U.S. forces if
necessary to evacuate U.S.
citizens.

Vietnamese eligible for
immigration or those whose
lives are threatened may be
evacuated. e

Noaos,

- ;‘
':‘«53

T e
No comparable provision.

24
4



Declares statutory authority 8.
given herein within meaning
of War Power Sec. 8 (a).

Declaration that act does
not ahrogate War Powers
Resolution.




MEMBL@R:
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:
CONTACT:

COMMENTS:

Rep, Thomas E. Morgan
4/29/75
10:10 a. m,

Washington, D. C. in his office

" Charles Lieppert spoke personally with Mr. Morgan

How many Marines have we got in there to get out?
Approximately 200 at the Embassy and the security
forces are now being withdrawn from the airport so
it's probably in the neighborhood of 300.

You mentioned a fighter being down at sea? »

Yes, a fighter bomber is reported lost into the sea but
we do not know if it is lost as a result of hostile action.

I cannot make that 11:30 meeting this morning because
of the Burton-Holtzman privileged resolution up on the
House floor, I can't leave and turn the floor over to
those people, I'm asking the Speaker to call up the
rule on the Conference Report on Humanitarian Aid
before recognizing anybody on the privileged resolution.
I understand this can be done. Your help would be
appreciated,



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 29, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: JACK MARSH

As you are aware there is a question as to whether the War Powers Act applies
in a rescue operation involving American citizens; however, to be on the safe
side, we proceeded as though it does and consequently sought to comply with
the Consultation Provision of the Act on the Saigon airlift.

These phone consultations began earlier this morning at about 12:30 a.m. shortly
before the carrier lift off of the helicopters participating in the operation.

Leadership of the House and Senate and Jurisdictional Committees to include
Appropriations were called by members of the White House Congressional Staff.
There were a few cases where members could not be reached either because they
were out of the City or their phone did not answer. Where a member could not
be reached, a senior member of their staff was contacted except in the case of
three members in the Senate.

There is attached a summary of these early morning notifications.

Because the large number of Vietnamese evacuated exceeded initial plans

and the advice given on the first notification to the Congressional leaders, a =
second consultation call was made at about 10: 00 this morning to update these
‘individuals. You are familar with the message csnta:ned in the second conversa-
tion and a copy is attached. ‘

It is important should the question occur as to why consultations or notifications
did not occur earlier, for you to point out that in your public statements over the
past several weeks, as well as statements by members of the Administration and
your request for legislation for evacuation and the statements before Congressional
Committees by witnesses clearly put the Congress on notice of the 1mpendmg
evacuation operation.

You might expect questions on the status and future of pending legislation related
to this subject matter.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 29, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: JACK MARSH

As you are aware there is a question as to whether the War Powers Act applies
in a rescue operation invelving American citizens; however, to be on the safe
side, we proceeded as though it does and consequently sought to comply with
the Consultation Provision of the Act on the Saigon airlift.

These phone consultations began earlier this morning at about 12:30 a.m. shortly
before the carrier lift off of the helicopters participating in the operation.

Leadership of the House and Senate and Jurisdictional Committees to include
Appropriations were called by members of the White House Congressional Staff.
There were a few cases where members could not be reached either because they
were out of the City or their phone did not answer. Where a member could not
be reached, a senior member of their staff was contacted, except in the case of
three members in the Senate.

- There is attached a summary of these early morning notifications.

Because the large number of Vietnamese evacuated exceeded initial plans

and the advice given on the first notification to the Congressional leaders, a
second consultation call was made at about 10: 00 this morning to update these
individuals. You are familar with the message contained in the second conversa-
tion and a copy is attached.

It is important should the question occur as to why consultations or notifications
did not occur earlier, for you to point out that in your public statements over the
past several weeks, as well as statements by members of the Administration and
your request for legislation for evacuation and the statements before Congressional
Committees by witnesses clearly put the Congress on notice of the impending
evacuation operation.

You might expect questions on the status and future of pending legislation related
to this subject matter. '



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

pate:_4-30-75"

FROM: Max L. Friedersdorf

For Your Information___ 47

Please Handle

Please See Me

Comments, Please

Other “a ‘



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 29, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF

FROM: , WILLIAM T. KENDALL (171C
SUBJECT: Notification of Senate Leadership

of the evacuation of Saigon

The attached log indicates the Senators reached by William Kendall,
Pat O'Donnell, and Bob Wolthuis this day relative to the notification
of the Lieadership of the evacuation of Saigon.



SENATOR
Mansfield
Scott

1

Thurmond

Stennis
McClellan

Eastland

Griffin

Sparkman

Case
Byrd

Y oung

April 29, 1975

TIME W.H. CALLER

12:30 a.m. WK

12:35 a.m. WK
WK

7:15 a.m.

12:35 a.m,
12:30 a.m.

12:38 a.m.

12:22 a, m.
12:30 a.m.
12:35 a.m.
7:20 a.m.

12:30 - 1:00

RKW

RKW

RKW

rPOD

POD

POD

WK

POD

COMMENT
Oh Lord -- Thanks for calling.
Expected it. Called for it yesteday

Approved. Asked questions about
military situation near Saigon

Hope all goes well. Thanks
Good luck. Thank you. -
Not available. Talked to Courtney

Pace. Did not give notice, but
tried to find whereabouts of

Eastland,

"Thank you-hope it works out. "

"Thanks for letting me know;
I'll be relieved when we get
the last American out. !

"Thanks very much; I appreciate
your letting me know."

Glad we are doing it., Asked if
Vietnamese were included.

Not reachable

)
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SENATOR

Griffin

L3
Robert Byrd

Sparkman

Y oung

Case
Mansfield
" Scott

Thurmond

Second Notification

Vietnam Evacuation (Saigon)

Tuesday, Morning 4/29

TIME W.H. CALLER
10:15 a. m. POD-
10:24 a.m. POD
10:20 a.m. POCD
10:22 POD
10:18 POD
10:15 WK
10:44 WK
10:30

WK

COMMENT

"Thank you -- I'll look forward
to details at the 11:30 Bipartisan
Leadership meeting. "

"Thank you; how many VN went
out last night and this morning?"

"Thank you for letting me know,
I'll have to leave the 11:30
meeting early--am hosting
luncheon for King Hussain, "

Senator on plane back to D.C.
from Minneapolis. Gave
statement to Gordon West
who will meet at airport and
drive him to 11: 30 Bipartisan
Lieadership Meeting.

Francis Henderson, A.A., advises
that Bill Kendall has already
called with the information

Thanked WK. No comment.,
Liooking forward to 11:30
meeting,

Took information. No comment
General approval of the way things
were going so far.

_ No comment., Asked if South

Vietnamese Air Force could
get heavy equipment out.



&

Case 10:35

McClellan

Stennis

v

Eastland

Humphrey
(at request of
Sec. Kissinger)

10:05

10:00

10:08

10:45

WK

RKW

RKW

RKW

WK

Not available, Gave information to AA
(Frances Henderson) who said it would be
transmitted to Senator Case as soon as he
arrived.

Just want to make sure all Americans get out
No comment

This means they will cccupy Saigon., Tragic,

He thanked for a very complete briefing.,
Appreciated Secretary's thoughtfulness.



%7-« W /éi 5/ 005 Bmccenr i “’éZ‘A’/M
Ao 29 Lgd; 700 wa' ot

MW‘ At gl Brmcire
o sV hewn - ET po0 S VeZr
L niedliy/

T Mt wp 29H pmen g -
Lac, TZIW o Z,,m.;MA/M}
ChAhifone W/fn oy

F [ 706.m. =44 drwucin WM{7 ”Z/%\

/ ?
Iyderson - &W Lofal .

s

&
U
\
N, s





