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SPEECH OF SENATOR CARL T. CURTIS FOR THE SENATE

FLOOR THE AFTERNOON OF NOVEMBER 3, 19735.

Mr. President:

I find it is necessary that I make a statement to the
Senate and to the public on a very important matter. It is important
because I shall speak of some actions which interfere with the orderly
operation of this government. I shall speak cqucerning the scandalous,
false, and misleading articles written by Mr. Jeremiah O'Leary and

published in the Washington Star.

For me to keep silent would be unfair to myself. It would
be unfair to a distinguished public servant, the Honorable Turner
Shelton, who is in the process of being appointed Ambassador to the

Bahamas, and to others mentioned in the O'Leary articles.

During Ambassador Shelton's twenty-eight years in government
service, he served under seven presidents beginning with
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. He has received commendations for

outstanding performance and the highest awards for excellence given

by the Government of the United States. These have included both the
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Distinguished Service Award and the Award of Valor.

He was selected to initiate and help to negotiate the

Cultural Exchange Agreement with Russia and Rumania and spent

approximately six months in those countries.

by Secretary Dulles for his performance.

Y

He served two years as Counselor of the American Legation

He was complimented

in Budapest, Hungary, and on the basis of his performance there

was made Consul General to the Bahamas. Because of the excellent

efficiency reports while serving in the Bahamas, President Nixon

selected him as Ambassador to Nicaragua. I do not believe that any

Ambassador ever had a better recerd representing the United States

than he did in Nicaragua as attested by the fact that then Secretary

of State William Rogers personally presented him and his staff with one

of the highest awards the State Department can give —- the Award of

Valor.

him with

The Government of Nicaragua, upon his departure, presented

the highest award available to any individual,
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Dario Award.

Every American can take pride in Ambassador Shelton's
service in connection with the disastrous 1972 earthquaké in
Nicaragua. On January 8, 1973, Maurice J. Williams, the President's
Special Cooidinator for Emergency Relief tquNicaragua in a signed
memorandum to the President said:

"k % * It is a pleasure to report that the
pérfbfménce of Ambassador Turner B. Shelton

and his staff during the récovery was outstanding,
even heroic. * * * TIn particular, Ambassador
Shelton is desér&ihg of special commendation.
Throughout the emergency he~perfbrmed with
exceptional skill and courage a task that

would test great generals. Nicaragua and we

are fortunate that he was there when the

challenge came."

b Mr. President, in pointing out the wrongful acts and the
falsehoods of this one writer, and this one newspaper, I want to

express my respect and admiration for the honest, conscientious,

Ifm‘\\

and reliable members of the press. I am sure that the vast major%ﬁy "
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of the men and women of the media fall into that category. I

appeal to them and to their sense of fairness in this matter.

Mr. O'Leary's articles, because they were false and
unreliable, have been damaging and unfair not only to Ambassador
Shelton, but to many others mentioned. The O'Leary articles have

A

been false and unfair to me. Mr. O'Leary's irresponsible writings

have been most unfair to President Ford.

We live in troubled days, and the burdens and responsibilities
falling on the President of the United States are tremendous. Of
course, it is in the public interest that all the facts be presented
to the American people. And, it is clearly in the public interest

that positions, acts, and issues be challenged and debated.

But, it is not in the public interest for a reporter to
resort to falsehoods, innuendoes, misleading propaganda and lies
because they make it more difficult for the President and all public

officials to make a sound judgment based on truth.
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Mr. President, in order to set the record straight, I wish to report the
words of Mr. O'Leary and then in each instance set:forth the true facts in the
form of a statement made by Amﬁassador Turner Shelton;?

Mr. O'Leary:

"Why did Shelton acquire grouﬁd from Nicaraguan President
‘Anastasio Somoza for a new embassy in earthquake-shattered
Managua without a written lease and for a 10-year-span at a
token payment of $1 a year?"
Ambassador Shelton's statement of facts: A
"The 10 year lease for the land on which the temporary pre-
fabricated chancery in Managua is constructed is a written lease
and was obtained for $1.00 a year in ordér to provide a location
outside of the earthquake zone for the construction of this -
temporary facility. Further negotiations are successfully going
forward for an extension of this lease and I had President .
Somoza's personal assurance that he would ask his family to
approve a 20 year extension to this lease."

Mr. O'Leary:

"Did Shelton, while serving as ambassador there, use embassy
stationery to write wealthy friends in the California movie
colony urging them to~contribute to Nixon's second presidential
campaign?"

The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton:

"I have never written a letter on any stationery, official or
otherwise, soliciting funds for any individual or political

campaign. I may add that neither have I solicited such funds orally."
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Mr. O'Leary:
"Did Shelton, while serving in both the Bahamas and in Nicaragua,
order U.S. consular employees to cut legﬁl corners to send Bahamian
and Nicaraguan maids to friendé in the United States,Aincluding
at least one member of the House?"
The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton:
"I have never 'cut legal corners' in connection with any matter
relating to immigration or otherwise."
Mr. O'Leary: A
"Why did Shelton receive Hughes' security chief, Jim Golden, as
a house guest in his official residence on the outskirts of
Managua before the eccentric multi—millionéire moved into the
Managua Intercontinental Hotel early in 19727"
The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton:
"Jim Golden, a former White House secret service agent, has been a
personal friend of mine for a number of years. His wife is the
daughter of the former Turkish Ambassador to Peru and Bra;il, and
a personal friend of my wife. They came-to Nicaragua on a vacation
and were guests in my home for approximately three days. Mr. Golden
is now with the Department of Justice. His connection with Hughes,
if any, had nothing to ao with the visit to my home."
Mr. O'Leary:
"Why did Shelton arrange a personal meeting between Gén. Somoza and
Hughes after Hughes arrived for a stay that lasted only until the
Christmas week earthquake destroyed the Nicaraguan capital?"

The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton:

"I arranged a personal meeting between Mr. Howard Hughes and President
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"Somoza at the request of Mr. Hughes who stated that he wished to
express his personal appreciation to President Somoza and to‘me
for the courtesy and hospitality with which he had beeh treated
during his stay in Nicaragua. It was a purely social meeting and
no business was discussed."
Mr. O'Leary:
"For what purpose did Shelton make a number of trips to Key Biscayne,
Florida, to see Rebozo and Nixon while he was amRessador to Nicaragua?"
The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton:
"Ilhave never visited Key Biscayne, Florida, for the purpose of seeing
either President Nixon or Mr. Rebozo. To the best of my knowledge
Mr. Nixon was never in Florida when I visited Key Biscayne."
Mr. O'Leary: |
"The contributions of Shelton and his wealthy wife, the former Lesly
Starr, to Nixon's campaigns are not in contention."
The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton:
"Neither my wife nor I has ever made a contribution to any political
campaign or to any candidate."
Mr. O'Leary:
"Shelton unquestionably ingyatiated himself ﬁith Nixon in 1961, when
Nixon's political career was at low ebb and Shelton was counselor
of the American legation in Budapest, Hungary.
"Shelton gave Nixon the red-carpet treatment when Nixon was touring

Europe after his defeat for the presidency."
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The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton:
"When former President Nixon visited Hungary while I was serving in
Budapest as Charge d'Affaires I treated him with every courtesy I
would show to any American citizen who had been a Member of the
House, a Member of the Senate and Vice President. I should add
that the treatment I accorded Mr. Nixon was given to others regard-
less of political affiliation.

Mr. O'Leary:
"His reporting was challenged in 1974 by a young poiitical officer
in the Managua embassy, James R. Cheek. When Kissinger saw Cheek's
report, he concluded that Shelton was Presenting far too optimistic
a picture of Somoza's bopularity and the nature of opposition to
the general."

The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton:
"The error of the Cheek dissent seems obvious in light of subsequent
election in Nicaragua. The tenor of the Cheek dissent was that I
did not recognize the strength of the political opposition to President
Somoza. In the election following that dissent President Somoza's
party received approximately 92% of the vote which would seem to make
the dissent quite questionable.”

Mr. O'Leary:
"That he paid for personal services and expenses out of government
funds. . . .0fficials in the State Department, who declined to be
identified, said Shelton habitually gave a loose interpretation to
what were personal expenses and what were governmental duties in

his use of consulate and embassy funds."
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The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton: ,§~ {f,
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"I have never confused Embassy or Consulate business with personal
affairs. I have never paid any private bills with public funds.
I have on occasion advanced my own personal funds for official
business when the official funds were inadequate."

Mr. O'Leary:
"There also are unconfirmed reports that Shelton left unpaid debts
in Nassau when he shifted to Managua."

The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton:
"I have never left unpaid personal debts atywhere in my life and did
not leave unpaid debts in Nassau."

Mr. O'Leary:
"....that he (Shelton) used embassy phénes to make long distance calls
to try to drum up support for keeping his ambassadorial post."

The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton:
"In order to pay for any portion of these calls referred to in the
closing portion of my service in Nicaragua, I gave my personal check
to the Embassy's Finance Officer in the sum of approximately $600.00
and left a memorandum asking that if any other bills came in of
personal charges, I be notified so that I might pay them."

Mr. O'Leary:
"Mysterious trips to Managua, Nicaragua, by President Richard M.
Nixon's finance chairman, Maurice Stans, and by White House 'plumber'
E. Howard Hunt in 1972 have been uncovered in connection with the
current investigation of former Ambassador Turner B. Shelfon.
Vesco lived in the Bahamas and then in Costa Rica, where he still

resides, during the period of the Stans trip to Nicaragua."
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The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton:
"I have never met or even seen Mr. Vesco. I have never met or
even seen Mr. E. Howard Hunt. I have never communicated in
any way with Mr. Vesco or Mr. Hunt. I have seen Howard Hughes
once when I introduced him to the President of Nicaragua at Mr.
Hughes' request.”

Mr. O'Leary:
"Informed sources said Stans returned to M%Eagua after he resigned
from the cabinet to become finance chairman of the Committee to
Re-elect the President. The sources said Hunt, involved in the
Watergate burglary and other arcane operations during his service
in the White House, also visited Nicaragua in period before the 1972
election.

The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton:

| "Former Secretary of Commerce Stans visited Nicaragua during the first
month of my assignment there as Ambassador. He was on an official visit
as Secretary of Commerce and was treated accordingly. if Mr. Stans
ever came to Nicaragua at any other time I have no knowledge of it.
I seriously doubt that he was ever in Nicaragua except on the official
visit mentioned.

Mr. O'Leary:
"It was in the same period that the Watergate investigation linked
the Nixon re-election committee (CREP) with money-laundering
operations in Mexico to conceal the source of illegal campaign

contributions to the committee."
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The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton:
"T have never received, transmitted, handled or in any manner had
any connection with political contributions to former Presideﬁt
Nixon or anyone eise."

Mr. O'Leary:
"Shelton was a small contributor to Nixon's campaign but ingratiated
himself with the former president in the early 1960s."

The facts as stated by Ambassador Shelton:
"I have never contributed to former Presid¥nt Nixon's campaigns or
to any other political campaigns. - Neither has my wife. I have
never written a letter on any stationery, official or otherwise,
soliciting campaign funds for former fresident Nixon or any other

politician."

Mr. President, the facts are that the Honorable Turner Shelton, who is about
to be appointed Ambassador to the Bahamas, is an honest, dependable, outstanding
American citizen. He has a long record of public service to which our nation
can point with pride. The smears and the innuendos and falsehoods, of which
Mr. O'Leary is guilty, represent a black mark in the public life of America.

What Mr. O'Leary has done is unfair to every newsman of integrity in our country.

Mr. President, in discussing this matter with the distinguished Committee
on Foreign Relations of the Senate,rwé'have but one request. Let us develop the

facts in a fair and judicious manner, and on that we rest our case.







THE WHITE HousE
WASHINGTON 11/25/75

JACK,

Coincidentally I spoke with Max about
Turner Sheldon several days ago.
Neither they nor we have heard anything
further from Carl Curtis or anyone else
on Sheldon since our last go around, I
am assuming Sheldon's posture is '"no
news is good news'', and that we intend
to slip this in when the holiday season
has gripped the Congress. Max agrees
that Curtis, if queried, would be as ada-
mant as ever,
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RUS{U}’ .



: NOY 25 1975

L\Q\AZQJ/@—V\
THE WHITE HOUSE _—

WASHINGTON

November 21, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK CHEN

FROM: JACK MAR

I would like to mention to you a matt
whose name is under consideration
an Ambassador's post,

volving Turn€r Sheldon
possible nomination to

As you know, this is a hot§ potato and Doug Bennett is very con-
cerned about what might happen to it.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON @//

November 26, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: RICHARD B. CHENEY

OQ
FROM: DOUGLAS P. BENNETT

,‘\
SUBJECT: Turner Shelton

Don Shasteen, Administrative Assistant to Senator Curtis, under
instructions from the Senator, called me late this afternoon to
urge that clearances be expedited so that this nomination can
reach the Senate next week. He is under the impression that the
clearances are almost final and that they did not uncover any hard
evidence adverse to the nomination of Shelton., I am advised by
Larry Eagleburger at the State Department that the domestic ¥FBI
investigation has been completed and the overseas investigation is
expected to be concluded in the near future.

Clearly, Carl Curtis continues to be most interested in Turner
Shelton. Based upon the time schedule for completion of all the
clearances, it would appear that no action may be taken within the
next couple of weeks,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 18, 1975

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH

FROM: RUSS ROURK

A
I can only assume that the attached has been the subject of a recent

conversation between you and Doug Bennett/Peter McPherson.

If this is not so, please let me know and I will be glad to jump
in with Presidential Personnel. If this is to move forward, we
should alert Max and his people for the anticipated fall out.




DEC 181975

THE WHITE HOUSE

At 12)9

DEC 181875

MEMORANDUM FOR: COUNSELLOR MARSH'S OFFICE

FROM: PRESIDENTIAL PERSONNEL OFFICES? 2
SUBJECT: Ambassador to the Bahamas

Attached is a copy of our proposed memorandum to the President
discussing the nomination of Turner Shelton as Ambassador to the

LY
Bahamas. »

As we wish to finalize this recommendation by next week, please

have your office let Robin West'g office !ext. 2981) know of your
opinion st in order that

we may accurately represent your views in the final decision
memorandum. If we have not heard from your office by that time,
we will assume that you have no opinion and go forward with the
memorandum. Your observations and assistance will be greatly
appreciated.

Thank you very much.

Attachments
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

NMEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: RICHARD B. CHENEY
TROM: DOUGLAS P. BENNETT
SUBJECT: Ambassador to the Bahamas

Y

This memorandum seeks your approval of the nomination of Turner
Shelton to be Ambassador to the Bahamas. A career profile is
zttached for your review (Tab A).

Turner Shelton, 60, a Career Foreign Service Officer, currently

is situated at the Department of State awaiting possible reassignment.
Prior to returning to Washington, D.C., he was the Ambassador to
Nicaragua. He has served as Principal Officer in Nassau; Special
Assistant to the Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs, Department
of State; Counselor to the Legation, Budapest; and as a Special
Assistant in the Bureau of European Affairs, Department of State.

Mr. Shelton attended the University of Virginia and the University
of Richmond, and received his FSO-2 ranking in 1961. His legal
residence is Beverly Hills, California and he is represented by
Congressman Thomas Rees (D). '

Secretary Kissinger recommends the nomination of Mr. Shelton,
and I concur.

m Approve Disapprove
I\
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TURNER B, SHELTON

. Shelton attended the University of Virginia
1932-34 and 1936-41 kpart time) ; University of Richmond
1935. He served as Chief Clerk, Treaéury Department,
advertising Specialist, War Bonds Division (CAF 7~ll)
1942-45. He was a Motion Picture Producer and
Executive, Hollywood 1945-51.

His other assignments include:

1953-61 - Production Adviser, United States
Information Agency, Deputy Director, Assistant Director,

. » ,

Director, International Motion Picture Service (GS-15-17)

1961 - Appointed FSO-2, Department of State

1961-62 — Special Assistant, Bureau of European Affairs

1962-64 - Counselor of ILegation, Budapest
. 1964 - Special Assistant to Assistént Seéretarf
of State.for Public Affairs, Department | |
1966-70 — Principal Offieer, Nassau -
October 30, 1970 té October 1975 — Ambassador to ‘
Nicaragua - -

He is married to the former Lesly Starr.

pate of Birth: December 13, 1915
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

LIMITED OFFICIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR:
FROM:

SUBJECT:

USE Octobex 23, 1975

THE PRESIDENT

ROBERT S. INGERSOLL, ACTING SECRETARx_ZZZ(y,

Nomination of Ambassador to the
Commonwealth of the Bahamas

The Secretary and I recommend that you nominate
Turner B. Shelton of Beverly Hills, California, former
Ambassador to Nicaragua, to be Ambassador to the
Cormonwealth of the Bahamas. -

A biographic resumé of Mr. Shelton is attached.

APPROVE

DISAPPROVE

Attachment£

As stated.

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ~—

























March 9

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Jack:

FYI, the United States

;”"’“‘Sheldon Word
leaked })y -Sfat

WY
Just curious as to whether
or not Bennett and Co. advised

you of this action. i‘f?ﬁ?,?\
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 7, 1976

EYES ONLY

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH

FROM: RUSS ROURK a

Jack, on Friday evening of last week, Gerry O'Leary called me
with a detailed breakdown on the latest Tunner Shelton episode.
You will recall that the Consul General appi'\oag:%hﬂ was coneeived,
in part, to avoid the necessity of Senate approval. '

It was subsequently determined, however, that Shelton's
commission, having expired around the time he reached age 61,
the President would have to submit his name to the Hill along
with all other '"'new' Consul General commission appointments.
This put us right back where we started.

O'Leary advised that the Consul General's Association published

a letter opposing Shelton. The newspapers in Bermuda were running
front page stories about 'the Bahamian reject'. Both Jack Brooks
and Chuck Percy were gearing up for an anti-Shelton blast. Max's
memo and the attached ""Presidential mail'' item re Abe Ribicoff's
letter added further fuel to the fire.

*\/IcPherson advises me this morning that it now looks as though
"this is not going to happen. KEagleburger appears to be backing
off, and the people around here are in favor of dropping Shelton
matter altogether.'

cc: MFriedersdorf a F28)
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