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HAIG BERBERIAN, 
FUNSTEN NUT DIVISION 

RICHARD JENNINGS 

PRESIDENT 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Ford: 

INC. 

PET 
lort(0.1'04\ftf.l 

September 29, 1976 

P.O. BOX 1403 

217 TENTH STREET 

MODESTO, CA. 95353 

1209! 529-0721 

It seems obvious that Congress will soon submit for your 
signature significant antitrust legislation and to urge 
your veto. 

There are many objectionable features of the antitrust 
bills recently clearing both houses, but one is of partic
ular importance. The Senate omnibus bill, S. 1284, in 
Title IV, and House bill HR 8532, involve Earens patriae 
provisions giving attorneys general authority to bring 
treble damage lawsuits on behalf of a state's citizenry. 
They, further, authorize attorneys general to engage private 
counsel for such litigation. Both of these provisions; it 
is expected, will be in the Conference Committee bill. 

The Earens patriae provision will be a tool for financial 
and political blackmail in the hands of lawyers and attorneys 
general. Enough of such activity is already prevalent in 
the antitrust field as part of class action suits. Just as 
class suits have not been a consumer boon, there certainly 
will be no consumer benefit derived from Earens patriae 
induced complaints. As for defendant companies, the pros
pect of financial devastation will be monumental. 

We do not oppose antitrust laws and we favor responsible 
enforcement from the public and private sectors. There 
has, however, been a lot of abusive litigation in this field. 

Continue 



The President 
September 29, 1976 
Page Two 

To create more laws to encourage such activity is rep
rehensible. 

• We do not perceive antitrust enforcement to be a lagging 
activity. If there must be a different way to deal with 
antitrust problems, it must be by a method more sensible 
than that which would be encouraged by the proposed legis
lation and by a method which in itself does not induce 
wholesale improper conduct. 

RJ/jh 

Sincerely yours. 

rt~G BEKi\IAN, INC .. 
~r:::.--rp 
Richard Jel;inings \ i 
PresidentV "-J 
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Harry E. l=lggle, Jr. 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 

September 29, 1976 

Mr. John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Assistant to the Vice President for 

Defense Affairs 
Office of the Vice President 
Washington, D. c. 20007 

Dear Jack: 

I am sending you a copy of the wire I have just sent to 
President Ford. Don't let the President give the Justice 
Department a weapon like this. 

Sincerely yours, 

ocr 
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Harry E. Figgie, Jr. v 
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