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WILLIAMS FOODS, INC. 

1900 WEST 47TH PLACE • WESTWOOD, KANSAS 66205 

CONRAD HOCK, JR. 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
AND PRESIDENT 

The President 
The !hlte House 
Waahtnoton, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Preatdent: 

September 14, 1976 

I atroft91y augge1t that you veto any Btll with Parena Patriae 
aa part of it. 

Thank you. 

s 1ftcerely, 

CH:w 

cc • The Honorable Philip W. Buchen ,/ 
The Honorable John 0 • Marah, Jr. 
The Honorable John J. Rhodea 
The Honoaable Hugh Scott 

f ,/) 

~) 

Digitized from Box 3 of the John Marsh Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 14, 1976 

Dear Mr. Bartels: 

Just a short note to thank you for 
sending me a copy of your recent 
letter to the President concerning 
the antitrust legislation. 

I have taken the liberty of sharing 
your letter with those here at the 
White House working on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

·~v· o. Marsh, Jr. 
seller to the Presiden 

Mr. John P. Bartels 
Vice President --

Materials Science Products 
Pfizer Inc. 
235 East 42nd Street 
New York, New York 10017 

.· 



PFIZER INC., 235 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 

JOHN P. BARTELS 
Vice President 

Materials Science Products 
212 573-3284 

September 3, 1976 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Once again it is only your veto which will stand between 
Congress and disaster for the nation's economy. Congress is 
about to pass and send to your desk a bill which would 
permit Attorneys General of the states to blackmail American 
~corporations. I am speaking of the parens patriae provisions 
of H.R. 8532. 

I think that, by and large, businessmen are honest, law 
abiding people. I try my best to abide by the law and I 
think. that is the rule - not the exception - in most corporations. 
We are careful to consult our lawyers when any action might 
violate the Sherman Act. However, as you know, the Sherman 
Act was written in broad constitutional-like terms in order 
to permit the courts to develop and to define what the law 
should be in this area. The Sherman Act has served us well 
as a broad mandate for our economy and the courts have been 
able to develop the law in this area, much as the Supreme 
Court has been able to shape constitutional concepts. 

Up until now, we have been able to live with this situation 
although we have not always known whether present conduct 
which is believed to be lawful would or would not later be 
found to be a violation of the Sherman Act. However, under 
H.R. 8532, this peril would be unacceptable. To guess wrong 
as to what courts might later decide would mean financial 
disaster. Corporations would, as a practical matter, be 
unable to defend in court their position that no violation 
of the Sherman Act had occurred but would be forced into 
settlement. 



... . 

This is not fair. It is not just. It is not within the 
spirit of our system of antitrust laws. Therefore, I hope, 
Mr. President, that you will veto H.R. 8532. 

s::lerr~~}--1 

. """{ I fr'~ 
!A- -

hn P. Bartels 
ice President - Materials Science Products 

cc: The Honorable Philip W. Buchen 
-The Honorable ·John o. r-1arsh, Jr. 

The Honorable Edward Schmults 
The Honorable John J. Rhodes 
The Honorable Hugh Scott 
The Honorable Jerome A. Ambro 

\ 



September 16 

TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ED SCHMULTS 

__________ For Dire 

For Draf -----
._..2:.~For Your Information 

----- Pleasr:. Advise 
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September 16, 1976 

Dear .Mr. Frank: 

Just a short note to thank You for 
sending me a copy of Your recent 
letter ~o the Pre~ident concerning 
the ant~trust leg~slation. 

X ~ave taken the liberty Of Sharing th~s letter With others here at the 
White House working on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

.Mr. Kenneth L. Frank 
Senior Vice President 
Universal Foods Corporation 
433 East Michigan Street 
MilwaUkee, Wisconsin 53201 

. ····----·-. 
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KENNETH L. FRANK 

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Ford: 

September 13, 1976 

It is our understanding that you will presently be considering a bill 
enacting parens patriae legislation, and the purpose of this letter 
is to urge you to veto any bill of that kind because it would place 
an overwhelming amount of authority in the hands of all State Attorneys 
General. Putting power into the State Attorneys General to bring treble 
damage suits against companies on behalf of all state residents provides 
an open field for the worst kind of law suits. Since it appears that 
Congress is set on passing such legislation, the country's only hope 
would be your veto. 

KLF.meg 

cc: The Honorable Philip w. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
jhe White House 

y'The Honorable John o. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 

The Honorable John J. Rhodes 
Minority Leader 
u.s. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Hugh Scott 
Minority Leader 
u.s. Senate 

Sincerely yours, 

433 EAST MICHIGAN STREE"T MILWAUKEE. WISCONSIN 53201 

[414! 271·6755 



··' U :N" I"VE R. S .A. I...... 

COR.POR.ATION" 

M I L W A U K E E , W I S C 0 N S I N 5 3 2 0 I 

IREDSTARI*.I 
· YEAST AND OTHER 
FINE FOOD PRODUCTS 

The Honorable John o. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 



THE PILLSBURY COMPANY 
608 SECON D AVENUE SOUTH 

M INNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402 

f 

WA L TER 0 , SCOTT 

SEN IOR VICE P R ES I O!:NT 

TELE P HONE 612 / 330-4~66 

September 16, 1976 

The Honorable Philip Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Phil: 

Although you may have already seen it, I am enclosing a 
copy of Bill Spoor's recent letter to The President 
stating his strong opposition to H.R. 8532, Parens 
Patriae, and allied Antitrust Legislation. This spells 
out some of our major concerns with regard to this l egislation. 

I have also enclosed a letter f rom members of the House 
Judiciary Committee who believe that amendments in the 
House have not been fairly considered. 

I hope you will be suppor tive of a Presidential veto of 
this legislation when the time comes. Also, hope to see 
you in the not too distant future. 

Sin'}e~ 

~~Scott 
/skg 
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THE PILLSBURY COwfPANY 
EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINl'-:ESOTA 55402 

WILLIA.'~ H. SPOOR 

CHAIRMAN OF" THE BOARD 

Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington~ D.C. 20500. 

Dear Mr. President: 

September 7, 1976 

Congress has recently passed comprehensive antitrust legis
lation, incl!.!ding provisions knol<'m as 11parens patriae. 11 

Parens patriae legislation destroys the established safe
guards for business in class action suits, and authorizes 
state attorneys general to bring treble damage suits against 
a company on h•;half of all state residents for alleged anti
trust viola~io~~-

By erasing the requirement that injury be established in order 
to obtain damages, parens patriae legislation generates addi
tional caseloads for our already overburdened federal court 
system by allO'tli_ng frivolous antitrust lawsuits to be filed. 

Pillsbury is very concerned about the devastating effects 
that parens patriae legislation could have on industry and the 
economy in general. Although responsible and effective anti
trust law is essential to protect consumers and to preserve a 
healthy climate for business activity, we feel that parens 
patriae falls pitifully short of the desired goal. 

The Pillsbury Company urges you, Mr. President, to veto any 
parens patriae legislation delivered by congress. Your veto 
p(Jwer will halt any enactment of this unnecessary legislation. 

Sincerely, 

. I • • 

(/(: ~LI--e.~; .. · 
WHSpoo r: j r: 
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Dear Colleague: 
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Septemb0r 10~ 1976 

$TAr'l' DIA'ECT'Of:1 
CAIII'Ot J. C:UH« 

~n.. 
MDI«..-r~ 

WI&...U4JIIt P. SMA n\1:1(· 
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P'-AYMOI<O V. S""IET~ ... 

'ntOM/.5 14. -'""'" 

Very shortly you will be asked to vote: on a motion to concur 
in the Senate substitute amendment on the antitrust bill, H.R. 8532. 

· We vigorously object to this procedure because it deprives the House 
of the opportunity to amend the Senate amendment: to reinstate the 
House position on two critical issues. Under the present: parliamentary 
situation, further House amendments cau only be made in order under a 
resolution reported from the Rules Comm1t.t.ee.~ 

lve are more than displeased with the way this bill was handled. 
Having been denied the conference which the House requested, the House 
"conferees" were requested by Senate managers to draft a compromise 
proposal which both Houses could accept. The House conferees prepared 
such a proposal, but Senate managers changed the proposal over objections 
of the House conferees and then apparently sold the counterfeit com
promise to the Senate as something "the House 11 had agreed to. 

lo.Then :Hr. McClory and :Hr. Railsback protested that no House member, 
to their knowledge, had agreed to the provisions of the Senate sub
stitute (see Congressional Record, September 2, 1976, pages H9404 and 
E4325), certain Senators expressed their d:l.smay. Thereupon, the Senate 
floor manager of the bill assured his colleagues that the substitute 
cot~tained "the provisions we were advi·sed could he accepted· on the 
House floor without going to conference". Congressjonal Record~ 
September 7, 1976, page 515320. Apparently, someone winked at the 
Senate's deletion of two very important safeguards in the House parens 
patriae title concen1ing contingency fees and the aggregation of damages. 
At this critical juncture, we were never consulted. 

First~ it should be recalled that by a record vote of 217-167, 
the House, on March 18, 1976, rejected an attempt to water detm the 
absolute ban on contingency fees for private attorneys. The Senate 
substitute would ban only "percentage" contingency fees but would permit 
other arrangements. It is obvious that the Senate ban is no ban at all. 
The fee arrangement could _be expressed as."$100 an hour if plaintiff 
prevails, $0 an hour if plaintiff loses", perhaps with a proviso that ~ 
the tot:al not exceed a ·certain percentage~ _ (::~ .f>~ 

I'. o· 
:.._. 

"" -.:.; 
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Second» it should be recalled that by a record vote of 220-171~ the 
House agreed to an amendment limiting the aggregation of treble damages 
to cases of .wilful price-fixing and also agreed to provide only single 
damages where the violation was in good faith. The Senate substitute 
drops both of these provisions~ 

lle believe that these tvo issues are the two most significant issues 
in the entire bill. The motion to concur would contradict the House 
position on both counts. 

We do not believe that the House has changed its mind. We believe 
that the House should have an opportunity to adhere to its position. In 
·order to do this, it vill be necessary to vote in favor of a motion to 
refer the matter to the Rules Committee for a rule permitting the House to 
amend the Senate amendment. 

On that vote, we ask your support. 



11 Dairymen, Inc. _..,. 
GENERAL OFFICE • 604 PORTLAND BUILDING 200 WEST BROADWAY LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 40202 • 502/584-8123 

.--

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

September 17, 1976 

As a farmer-owned cooperative that has had more than our share 
of what we think is unwarranted action by the Justice Department, 
we have grave concerns about H. R. 8532, the Antitrust legislation 
that would give broadened powers to the Justice Department and 
State Attorneys General. 

We are particularly concerned with the proposed legislation 
since it provides for contingency fees paid to private lawyers and 
treble damages even in cases where there was clearly no willful 
intent to fix prices. 

We believe this legislation will not provide significant 
protection to consumers, but rather will simply make more wealth for 
private lawyers at the expense of consumers. 

Therefore, in behalf of our 7,400 dairy farmer owners and 3,600 
employees in 13 Southeastern states, we respectfully urge vou to veto 
H. R. 8532. 

Sincerely, 

·J2A~tld~ 
Wesley-~. ~ross 
Director of Public Affairs 

WEG:j 
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Chicago Office 
Area Code 312 861-2000 

Telex 25-4361 
To Call Writer Direct 

312861- 2250 

KIRKLAND &..ELLIS 

200 East Randolph Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

September 13, 1976 

Mr. Richard B. Cheney 
Assistant to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Cheney: 

re: Antitrust "Parens Patriae" 

Washington Office 
KIRKLAND, ELLIS & ROWE 

1776 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

202 833-8400 

As you may recall, last March I had the opportunity 
of personally asking for the President's views on the then 
pending antitrust parens patriae legislation, in the course 
of his visit to Chicago, at the Marriott Hotel, where he in
vited questions from those in attendance. 

At the President's invitation, I wrote you a letter on 
March 16 (copy attached), which detailed my grave concerns over 
the dangers of the parens patriae provisions, as a vehicle for 
"blackmail litigation" and "blackmail settlements" for the enrich
ment of private lawyers. 

I understand that the Senate last Wednesday voted its 
final approval of the overall antitrust legislative package, 
including a somewhat modified version of the parens patriae pro
visions. Also, I understand that the House is expected to vote 
on the combined legislative package very shortly. 

If the current legislative package is enacted by both 
Houses, as is widely expected, the President will face the dilemma 
of whether to approve or to veto the entire legislation. 

All of us realize that the President must make a diffi
cult decision in the midst of a political campaign, where the 
proponents have exploited the popular sentiment for antitrust 
as a device for enacting a legislative package containing not 
only the acceptable Justice Department enforcement components, 
but also the reprehensible parens patriae provisions which will 
enrich a few private lawyers at the expense of the public. 



Mr. Richard B. Cheney 
September 13, 1976 
page two 

KIRKLAND&.. ELLIS 

I would hope that you and the President's other advisors 
will recommend that the President should not sacrifice a posi
tion of principle against blackmail legislation and blackmail 
litigation. 

I am inclined to believe that the President will really 
stand to gain, with much of the electorate, if he insists force
fully that he would immediately approve Titles I and II of the 
legislation, which meet his requests and policies for strong 
but fair antitrust enforcement, but that he will not be pressured 
into signing the objectionable parens patriae provisions. 

Particularly offensive is the provision which has now 
been added by the Senate, authorizing contingency fees for re
tained private lawyers, subject to the meaningless safeguard of 
approval by the courts. Courts routinely approve huge fees for 
private lawyers, because these settlements remove large cases 
from their busy dockets. 

Aecordingly, such enterprising private lawyers have a 
great financial incentive to contrive more blackmail-type liti
gation. 

HEC/pt 
encl. 

Respectfully yours, 

~Ea~~ 
Hammond E. Chaffetz 



Chicago Office 
Area Code 312 861-2000 

Telex 25-4361 
To Call Writer Qir§ct 

312861-:.!25U 

KIRKLAND&. ELLIS 

200 East Randolph Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

March 16, 1976 

Mr. Richard B. Cheney 
Assistant to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Cheney: 

Washington Office 
KIRKLAND, ELLIS & ROWE 

1776 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

202 833-8400 

I am following up, as I said I would, with regard to 
the so-called parens patriae legislation that Mr. Freeman and I 
discussed with the President at the Marriott Inn. My Partner, 
Fred Rowe, in our Washington office, will furnish you with 
pertinent materials and will be available to provide you with 
any further information that you may need. 

In part because the impression prevails that both the 
White House and the Department of Justice are supporting the 
legislation, at least in principal, I am told that enactment may 
well be imminent. What is proposed has to be anathema to this 
administration. 

We all know that a State's Attorney General is likely to 
be politically motivated and hankering to run for governor. He 
could hardly resist the opportunity for publicity involved in 
bringing a treble damage action on behalf of the citizenry against 
a large group of corporate defendants. If the defendants are not 
bludgeoned into a settlement by the mere costs of the litigation, 
regardless of any question of guilt or innocence, the State's 
Attorney General could count on having moved on before having to 
press his charges. And if the charges are clearly unfounded, he can 
be counted on to keep the litigation going indefinitely rather than 
admit error. 

What I have to say is from personal experience. I am 
involved in some treble damage actions against the automobile 
companies that were filed back in 1969. When they were finally 
dismissed in 1973 (by a trial judge hardly sympathetic to the 
defendants), after extensive discovery costing the defendants 



Mr. Richard B. Cheney 
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KIRKLAND&. ELLIS 

millions of dollars, the State's Attorney General appealed and 
the appeal is still pending. Not surprisingly, the eminent 
counsel who were retained on a contingent basis, have withdrawn. 

Treble damage class actions under existing laws have 
been severely criticized because of their blackmail implica
tions. In two major cases in which I am presently retained as 
counsel, a multitude of small defendants are named who would 
each be jointly and severally liable for hundreds of millions 
of dollars of damages if the plaintiffs prevail at trial. The 
strategy in such cases is to exact settlements from the small 
defendants who simply cannot afford to defend themselves in a 
remot.e forum. 

Even before a settlement can be negotiated, a mere 
filing of a treble damage action against small firms confronts 
them with immediate reporting problems that are traumatic. 
Accounting firms are unwilling to certify the accounts of a 
company that is threatened with financial liability in the 
many millions. This is not theoretical, but presents a very 
real problem to the small firm and its counsel. 

Of course, even in the case of large corporations, it is 
not unusual, in view of the litigation costs, quite apart from 
the merits of the charges, to enter into a settlement that usually 
benefits the counsel more than the individual class members. 

I should mention also the proposal in the pending legis
lation to permit what is called "fluid recovery" whereby damages 
could be assessed on the basis of the jury's estimate of total 
injury without regard to any showing of any injury to any member 
of the plaintiffs' class. 

These law suits will also create a substantial burden 
on the federal judiciary; the Chief Justice has advised Senator 
Hruska that the Judicial Conference will consider this legislation, 
in light of this problem, at its April 7 meeting. 
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Mr. Richard B. Cheney 
Page 3 
March 16, 1976 

This only touches the surface of what is critically wrong 
with the legislation in question, but is intended to provoke 
your interest, which I hope will lead to further consideration by 
the White House and the Department of Justice. 

Yours sincerely, 

.1 I . · ·l 
..._ I lc~ l L.~ J , L '--i ~-··( 

Hammond E. Chaffetz! 1 ) 

cc: Edward M. Levi, Attorney General 
Thomas E. Kauper, 
Assistant Attorney General 
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II VHI~ HOUSE 
12 WASHINGTON D.C. 
13 

14 1 HAVE SENT THI FOLLOVI118 TELEORAII TO PRESIDEIT FORD. I WOULD 
15 AftPRECIAT! YOUR liVING THE MATTER YOUR PERSONAL ATTENTION. 
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11 I URGE YOU TO VETO THI HART•SCOTT•RODIMO AIITITRUST IIIPROV!II!NTS 
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H ACT WHICH IS NOV UNDER YOUR CONSIDERATION. 
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23 TKE PROVISIONS OF TITLE III OF THE BIU. WHICH pROVIDE THAT THE 
24 STATES, THROUGH THEIR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OR PRIVATE COUISEL, IIAY 
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26 ACT AS •PARENS PATRIAE• IN BRINGING ANTITRUST DAllAS£ ACTIONS ON 
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BEHALF OF THEIR RESP!CTIV! CITIZENS IS THE OBJECTIONABLE FIATURI 

• WHICK WEIGHS II FAVOR OF A VETO. 
' TO 

" THE IIONUIIEITAL COSTS IICURRED IM DEFEIDI18 LEI8THY ANTITRUST 
'
2 

L ITI8ATIOJI AND THE POT!ITIAL EXPOSURE or IILLIOIS OF DOUARS IN 
13 . . 

14 •vt'RE•AQAINST•IIG•IUSII!SS• VERDICTS VIU I! A SJBIU1ICAIT 
15 INDUC!IIIT FOR THE BUSINESS COIIIIUNITY TO SETTLE IIAIY SUCH CASES 
16 

11 V ITHOUT . REaARD TO TH! LEGAL MERITS O]r THE CHAR8£S MADE. ALL OF 
II VHICII COSTS END UP BEIIIG JtAID IY CONSUMERS. 
19 

20 

2
' TKE INSTITUTION OF SUCH LITIQATIOI IS IIADE lORE ATTRACTIVE TO 

H 

23 THE STATES IY THE AUTHORITY GRANTED UNDER TITLE III TO THI STATE 
24 ATTOitiEYS GENERAL TO EICJAG! THE SERVICES OF PRIVATE COUNSEL 01 
25 

26 A CONTINGENT r!E BASIS. 

• 

"' .; 
,; 
~ 
z 
c 
L . 
3 
"' ... 
~ 
~ 

~ 
D 

"' c 
D 
z 
c 
~ 
~ ... 
z ... 
~ 
m 

~ 
~ 

' ... 
0 .. 
0 

L!l 



2 

3 

4 

6 

, I SUtJB!ST TO YOU TKAT UNDER THIS PROCEDUR£, .. IOTH PARTIES Aft! 
9 KOTIYATED TO SEEK A QUICK SETTLEI!IT OF THE LITIIATION RATHIR 

10 

u T.HAM A VINDICATION 01 THEIR RESPICTIVI LlaAL POSITIOIS. PRIVATI 
12 COUNSEL WILL SEEX TO OltA·IJI THEIR FEES FOR TH! LEAST AJIOUIT OF 13 

14 EFFORT EXERTED AID THI IUSIII!SS COIIIUIUTY WILL NOT INCUR TKE 
15 SUISTANTIAL RISK OF A POTENTIALLY LARGER JUDCJII!NT. 
16 

17 

11 
TITLE III WILL NOT BE AI EFFICTIV! WEAPON AUIIST IIIRITORIOUS 

19 

H ANTITRUST ACTIONS BUT WILL SERVE INSTEA! TO EMRICH A CIRTAII 
21 SEGI!NT OF THE LEGAL PROFESSIOI. YOU COULD CALL IT THI LAWYERS 
22 

23 INRICHI!IIT ACT OF 1116. 
24 

25 

26 CLAUDE S. BRINEGAR, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 
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n WHITE HOUSE 
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13 
·ASH! GTON D.C. 

14 I HAVE SENT THE FOLLOWING TELEGRAM TO PRESIDENT FORD. I WOULD 
15 APPRECIATE YOUR GIVING THE MATTER YOUR PERSONAL ATTENTION. 
16 

17 

18 I URGE YOU TO VETO THE HART-SCOTT-RODINO ANTITRUST IMPROVE~ENTS 
19 

ro ACT WHICH IS NOW UNDER YOUR CONSIDERATION. 
21 

22 

23 THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE III OF THE ILL HICH pROVIDE THAT THE 
u STATES, THROUGH THEIR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OR PRIVATE COUNSEL, MAY 
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u ACT AS "PARENS PATRIAE" IN BRI~GING ANTITRUST DA AGE ACTIO S 0 
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6 qEHALF OF THEIR RESPECTIVE CITIZENS IS THE OBJECTIONABLE FEATU E 
, WHICH WEIGHS I FAVOR OF A VETO. 
9 

TO 

" 
THE MONUMENTAL COSTS INCURRED IN DEFENDIN LE~GTHY ANTITRUST 

12 L ITIGATIO ~ AND THE POTENTIAL EXPOSURE OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS I 
13 

14 "WE 'RE-AGA INST-B IG-BUSINESS" VERDICTS WILL E A SIGN IF ICA iT 
15 INDUCEMENT FOR THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY TO SETTLE ANY SUCH CASES 
16 

17 WITHOUT REGARD TO THE LEGAL MERITS OF THE CHARGES MADE, ALL OF 
11 WHICH COSTS E D UP BEING PAID BY CO SUMERS. 
19 

20 

n THE INSTITUTION OF SUCH LITIGATIO~ IS MAD MOR ATTRACTIVE TO 
n 
23 THE STATES BY THE AUTHORITY GRANTwD UNDER TITLE III TO THE STATE 
N ATTOR EYS GE RAL TO E. GAGE THE SERVICES OF PRIVATE COUNSEL ON 
25 

u A CO TI~GENT FEE BASIS. 
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I SUGGEST TO YOU THAT UNDER THIS PROCEDURE, BOTH PARTIES ARE 
OTIVATED TO SEEK A QUICK SETTLEMENT OF THE LITIGATIO~ RATHER 

n THA A VI DICATION OF THEIR RESPECTIVE LEGAL POSITIO s. PRIVATE 
12 COU~5El WILL SEEK TO OBTAIN THEIR FEES FOR THE LEAST AMOUNT OF 
13 

14 EFFORT EXERTED A 0 THE BUSINESS COM .UNITY WIll NOT INCUR THE 
15 SUBSTANTIAL ISK OF A POTENTIAllY LARGER JUDGMENT. 
16 

17 

11 TITLE I I I WIll NOT E AN EFFECTIVE EAPON AGAINST MER !TOR IOUS 
19 

~ ANTITRUST ACTIONS -UT WILL SERVE I STEAE TO ENRICH A CERTAIN 
~ SEGMENT OF THE LEGAL PROFESSION. YOU COULD CALL IT THE LAWYERS 
22 

n E ~ICHMENT ACT OF 1976. 
24 

25 

26 CLAUDE S. BRINEGAR, SE lOR VICJO PRESIDENT 
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11 COUICIL TO THE PRESIDINt 
12 THE WHITE HOUSE orriCI 1600 PIIINSYLVAIIA AVI lfl 
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14 IASHlltaTOI DC 2~03 
15 VE RISPICTrUUY REQUEST YO .. INIEDIATI APPEAL TO TKI . PRISIDIIT TO 
16 

17 
VITO HR 1'32• RECEITLT PASSED SEIATE VERSION OF ·PAREIS PATRIAE 

" ANTITRUST LIGISLATIOI. THE •paRENS PATJtlAI• •coiTINaiiT F!E• AIID 
19 
a •tRIIIL DAlla£• FEATURES OF HR 1532 ARE DETRIIIITAL TO A HEALTHY 
21 BUSIIESS CLIIATI AIID DO MOT SERVE THE IRTIUSTS OF AIERICAN COISliii:RS. 
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10 

11 COUNCEL TO THE PRESIDENT 
n THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVE NW 
~ WASHINGTON DC 20503 
u WE RESPECTFULLY REQUEST YOUR IMMEDIATE APPEAL TO THE PRESIDENT TO 
16 

17 VETO HR 8532, RECENTLY PASSED SENATE VERSION OF PARENS PATRIAE 
11 A NT I TRUST LEG !SLAT ION. THE "PARENS PATRIAE" "CONTINGENT FEE" AND 
19 

m "TREBIL DAMA3E" FEATURES OF HR 8532 ARE DETRIMENTAL TO A HEALTHY 
n BUSINESS CLIMATE AND DO NOT SERVE THE INTERESTS OF AMERICAN COMSUMERS. 
22 

23 

24 W G STOCKS 
25 

26 PRESIDENT 
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10 'L£ASE CONTACT THE PRESIDENT AND Uftt:E HIM TO VETO THE PARENS PATRIAE 
11 

12 BILL AN) ASK CONQRESS TO PASS THE CID· AND· PR£•MERC:ER BILLS IIHieH ARE 
13 It£ Nl IN; I H THE SENATE SO HE COULD lHEN SIGN THEM. 
14 

15 
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17 
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19 
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24 

25 
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CONRAD HOCK, JR, CHAIRMAN ANO PRESID£NT WILLIAMS. FOODS 
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7 PMS PHILIP W BUCHEN, COU SEL TO THE PRESIDENT 
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- 9 WHITE HOUSE DC 
10 PLEASE CO:HACT THE PRESIDE\IT AND URGE HI .~ TO VETO THE PARENS PATRIAE 
11 

u BILL AND ASK CONGRESS TO PASS THE CID AND PRE-MERGER BILLS WHICH ARE 
13 PE~ING IN THE SENATE SO HE COULD THEN SIGN THEM. 
14 

15 CONRAD HOCK , JR, CHAIRMAN AND PRESIDENT WILLIA~S FOODS 
16 NNNN 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 20, 1976 

TO: ED SCHMULTS 

!''ROM: 
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Pleas'~ Advise -----





THE PILLSBCRY CO£v1PANY 

WALTER D. SCOTT 

SEN~C~ VICE PRESiDENT 

September 16, 1976 

608 SECO"\:D .-\\"E"\:l;E SOLTH 

MINNEAPOLIS, \ll0:'<ESOTA. 55402 

~ -· 

~rr. John o. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Jack: 

TELEPHONE 612/330-4<366 

_,. 

Although you may have already seen it, I am enclosing a 
copy of BilL Spoor's recent letter to The President 
stating his-strong opposition to H.R. 8532, Parens 
Patriae, and allied Antitrust Legislation. This spells 
out some. of our major concerns with ~egard to this 
legislation. ·· 

I have also enclosed a letter from members of the House 
Judiciary Co~~ittee who believe that amendments in the 
House have not been fairly considered. 

I hope you will be supportive of a Presidential veto of 
this legislation when the time comes. Also, hope to see 
you in the not too distant future. 

Sincerely, 

/skg 
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1} IE PILLSBURY COiviPANY 
EXECUTIVE OFF!Ct~S 

Mr0!~EAPous. Mn-.:0:ESOT;\ ss,to2 

V! J 1_ L I t... ~·~ H . S P 0 0 H 

Gerald R. Ford 
President of the 
The \·/hi te House 
Washington, D.C. 

; .. 

United States 

20500. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Septe~Qer 7. 1976 

_ .. 

Congress has recently passed comprehensive antitrust legis
lation, including provisions known as ''parens patriae." 
Parens patriae legislation destroys the established safe
guard~ for business in class action suits, and authorizes 
state attorneys general to bring treble damage suits against 
a company on bchalf of all state residents for alleged anti
trust violatio~~-

By erasing the requirement that injury be established in order 
to obtain damages, parens patriae legislation generates addi
tional caseloads for our already overburdened federal court 
system by alla.·li_ng frivolous antitrust la;·Jsuits to be filed. 

Pillsbury is very concerned about the devastating effects 
that parens patriae legislation could have on industry and the 
economy in general. Although responsible and effective anti
trust law is essential to protect consumers and to preserve a 
heal~hy climate for business activity, we feel that parens 
patriae fal!s pitifully short of the desired goal. 

The Pillsbury Company urges you, Mr. President, to veto any 
parens patriae legislation delivered by congress. Your veto 
pm·Ier \·till halt any enactment of this unnecessary legislation. 

Sincerely, 

· ~/HSpoor:j;-: 
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Very shortly you will be asked to vot~ on a motion to concur 
in the Senate substitute ar;:tendment on the anU.trust bill:. H.R. 8532 .. 
ll~ vigorously object to this procedure because it deprives the Hause 
of the opportunity to amend the Senate amendment to reL1.state the 
House posl t~on on two cri t:I.cal issues. Und~r the present: parliaiiierrt;acy 
situation 31 further House amendments can orily be made in order undei:" a 
resolution reported from the "F.ules Cormult.t.ce. .. 

lie are oore than displeased with the way this bill was handled. 
Having been denied the conference which the House requested:lt the House 
"conferees" were requested by Senate managers to draft a conpromise 
proposal which both Houses could accept. The House conferees prepared 
such a proposal, but Senate managers changed the proposal over objections 
of the House conferees and then apparently sold the counterfeit £:O.!ll:

promise to the Senate as something "the House11 had agreed to. 

\..Then Hr. HcClory and Hr. Railsback protested that no Rouse t;tember ~ 
to their kno-;.:ledge ~ had agreed to the provis5.ons of the Senate sub
stitute (see Congressional Recorcl, September 2 • 1976, pages H9404- and 
E4825), certain Senators e:Jo.--pressed their d:l.smay. Thereupon~ the Senate 
floor !:'.anager of the bill assured his colleagues that t:he substit:ut:e 
coh·tained 11 the provisions we were advised could be accepted on the 
House floor without going to conference". Congressional Record» 
Septenber 7, 1976, page Sl5320. Apparently, someone -.;.;inked at the 
Senate's deletion of tr;.to very important safeguard~ in the House parens 
patriae title concerning contingency fees and the aegregation of daw~ges. 
At this criticaljuncture, we were never consulted. 

First, it should be recalled that by a record vote of 217-167:1> 
the House, o.n Harch 18 s 1976, rejected an attempt to water do~m the 
absolute ban on contingency fees for private attorneys. The Senate 
substitute would ban only "percentage" contingency fees but would permit 
other arrangements. It is obvious that the Senate ban is no ban at all. 
The fee arranger:1ent could be expressed as "$100 an hour if plaintiff 
prevails, $0 an hour if plaintiff loses", perh.:1ps with a proviso t:hat 
the total not exceed a certain percentage. 
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Second.~ it should be recalled that by a record vote of 220-17L, the 
Housr~ agreed to an ar:J.endoent lir:liting the aggregation of treble. d2.r:1ages 
to cases of .vilful price-fixing and also agreed to provide only single 
damages where the violation uas in good faith. The Senate substitute 
drops both of these provisionso 

He believe tha·t ~hese; .·tw-o issues are the two most s;ignificant :issues 
in the entire bill. The motion to concur would contradict the Reus~ 
position on both counts. 

We do not believe that the House has changed its mind. We believe 
that the House should have an opportunity to adhere to its position. In 
·order to do this~ it will be necessary to vote in favor of a motion to 
refer the ~~tter to the Rules Committee for a rule permitting the House to 
amend the Senate amendment. -~ 

Oa that vote, we ask your support. 



FAIRMONT FOODS COMPANY 
1111 East Touhy Ave ,Des Plaines, Illinois 60018 312-297-0100 

Thomas M. Cooney 
Executive 

Vice President 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

September 20, 1976 

We urge veto of H. B. 8532, or any other bill which contains the so
called "parens patriae" provision empowering state attorneys general 
or state-retained private plaintiff's lawyers to institute antitrust liti
gation on behalf of residents of any state. 

The "parens patriae" provision will do nothing to further discourage 
anticompetitive activity. It will, however, greatly increase oppor
tunities for strike suits and civil litigation for political purposes. 

Means already exist whereby persons who are truly injured by anti
competitive activity may seek recompense. This damaging legislation 
does not fulfill any real need, but simply adds to the onus of already 
overburdened legitimate business. 

Very truly yours, 

--rl l 
TMC:jmn 

cc: /The Honorable 
Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

The Honorable 
John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

·./ ~~<~ /Vl 

The Honorable 
John J. Rhodes 
Minority Leader 
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

The Honorable 
Hugh Scott 
Minority Leader 
U. S. Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 



®Gerber 
JOHN C. SUERTH ·Chairman of the Board- Chief Executive Officer 

GERBER PRODUCTS COMPANY•445 STATE STREET•FREMONT, MICHIGAN 49412 

PHONE: (616)928-2000 

September 21, 1976 

Dear Phil: 

I have today written President Ford requesting his veto 
of HR 8532 -Antitrust. Particularly objectionable is 
the parens patriae section. A copy of my letter to The 
President is attached. 

While we are asking for the veto we, at the same time, 
are suggesting he urge Congress to enact the Civil 
Investigative Demand Authority and Pre-Merger Notification. 

We would hope you can contact The President and support 
us in this effort. 

Very sincerely, 

• Philip W. Buchen 
ounsel to the 
President 

Washington, D.C. 20005 

John C. Suerth/jmd 

Enclosure 



JOHN C. SUERTH · Chairman of the Board- Ch•el Executive Officer 

GEf\BER PRODUCTS COMPANY•445 STATE STREET•FREMONT, MIG-HIGAN 49412 

PHONE: (616)928-2000 

September 21, 1976 

.Dear Mr. President: 

Gerber Products Company respectively requests that you 
veto HR8532, the antitrust legislation which contains 
the controversial parens patriae section. 

As you know, this legislation as passed by Congress 
would impose upon a "good faith" violator treble damages 
rather than single damages, thereby eliminating the 
defense of good faith. We believe this to be undesirable. 

Another provision in the bill that we find objectionable 
is the language permitting contingency fees for attorneys 
subject to court supervision. It is our opinion that 
allowing the state government to hire outside counsel 
on a contingency fee basis turned what was to be a consumer 
bill into a lawyer's bill, and should not be permitted. 

We strongly urge you to veto this undesirable legislation, 
and at the same time urge Congress to enact the Civil 
Investigative Demand Authority and Pre-Merger Notification. 

Very sincerely, 

The President 
The Hhite House 
Washington, DC 

John C. Suerth/jmd 



September 21 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON' 

TO: ED SCHMULTS 

.FROM: 

_____ For Draft l~etJponse 

---- Pleasr:. Advise 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHII'iGTON 

September 21, 1976 

Dear Mr. Ross: 

Just a short note to thank you for 
sending me a copy of your recent 
letter to the President concerning 
the antitrust legislation. 

l 
I have taken the 'liberty of sharing 
this letter with those here at the 
White House working on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Henry L. Ross, Jr. 
Vice President --

Consumer Products Operations 
Pfizer, Inc. 
235 East 42nd Street 
New York, New York 10017 



PFIZER INC .. 235 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 

HENRY L ROSS, JR. 
Vice President 

Consumer Products Operations 

September 7, 1976 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

It is my understanding that Congress is about to pass and 
send to you another terrible piece of legislation on the 
theory that if it passes, and you do not veto it, the full 
burden will fall on the nation's corporations, and if you do 
veto it the Democrats will be able to use it to their political 
advantage. If the legislation were not so bad, I would be 
tempted to suggest that you not veto it but unfortunately, 
once again, it is only your veto which stands in the way of 
catastrophe. 

I am speaking of H.E. 8532 and in particular the portion of 
that legislation which would give to Attorneys General the 
authority to institute law suits as "parens patriae!' for 
treble damages for Sherman Act violations. The proponents 
of this legislation know full well that such suits would be 
brought, not for the purpose of deciding the issues in 
litigation,·but for the purpose of inducing corporations to 
settle. It is pure and simple blackmail. Class actions 
which have been brought on behalf of far fewer claimants 
than those which would be represented in parens patriae 
litigation are never tried. They are always settled, and 
the reason is that corporations simply cannot bear the risk, 
even though small, of losing such a suit. 

The original House version had at least limited the more 
far-reaching effects of this legislation to "willful" violations. 
However, the word "willful" was stricken so that these 
blackmail suits could be brought for the most innocent kinds 
of violations; which can easily occur in this constantly 
expanding area of the law. 

Certainly, blackmail actions should not 
ill-defined areas of the Sherman Ac~. 

be allowed in the~~ 
Businessmen do no\~ ~~J 

\ 



know what kind of conduct will or will not later be found to 
be a violation of the Sherman Act. We operate in the dark 
because Cong.ress has been unwilling to face up to the challenge 
of telling businessmen precisely what kind of conduct falls 
within the prohibitions of this statute, leaving the 
development of antitrust laws. to the courts. To impose the 
kind of risks created by parens patriae in areas of the law 
which are not clear but which are still being developed by 
the courts is unfair and unjust. 

Henry L. Ross, Jr. 
Vice President - Consumer Products 

cc: Hon. Philip W. Buchen 
--Mon. John 0. Marsh, Jr. 

Hon. Edward Schmults 
Hon. John J. Rhodes 
Han. Hugh Scott 
Han. Stewart B. McKinney 

\ 
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September 21, 1976 

TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ED SCHMULTS 

____ ...;For Draft ReRponse 

·-XX For Your Information 

----- Pleasr: Advise 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 21, 1976 

Dear Dr. Gilgore: 

Just a short note to thank you for 
sending me a copy of your recent 
letter to the President concerning 
the antitrust legislation. 

I have taken the liberty of sharing 
this letter with those here at the 
White House working on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

. 
1 .l. . tJ tJ. f)~ .. t~ cr~ ~.i-~~.. ' /I 

Jo?n 0. Marsh, Jr. 
~unsellor to the President 

Dr. Sheldon G. Gilgore 
President 
Pfizer Pharmaceuticals 
Pfizer, Inc. 
235 East 42nd Street 
New York, New York 10017 

.· 



PFIZER INC .. 235 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK. N.Y. 10017 

SHELDON G. GILGORE, M.D. 
PRI!:SIDENT 

PF'IZER PHARMACEUTICALS 

September 3, 1976 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Presi~ent: 

Congress is about to enact, and send to your desk, H.R. 8532 
containing, among other things, parens patriae provisions. 
Although it might seem reasonable on the surface to permit 
states to sue as "parens patriae" to redress wrongs to their 
citizens arising out of Sherman Act violations, the evils of 
this legislation are direct and serious. 

Violations of the Sherman Act can be, and in the past have 
been, based on the flimsiest kind of evidence. Nevertheless, 
courts have permitted inferences of such violations to be 
drawn from weak circumstantial evidence. If such charges 
are _made wh~n only one claim is involved, the charge can be 
defended against in court, but when states represent as 
parens patriae claims on behalf of all of their citizens and 
when such suits by a number of states are consolidated by 
the multi-district panel so that in one law suit are involved 
claims on behalf of most, if not all citizens of the United 
States, the risk of litigation is far too large for a corporation 
to accept. The proponents know that this provides them with 
an opportunity for blackmail and that is exactly what they 
intend. H.R. 8532 would deny the courts to business. 

/ 
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Apother factor in the unfairness of this legislation is the 
·uncertainty of the antitrust laws. Antitrust law is still 
developing through court decisions. No one knows today what 
the law will be tomorrow. Before creating the legal monster 
of parens patriae Congress should at least provide businessmen 
with a clear expression of what is and what is not a violation 
of the Sherman Act. Certainly Congress should not be permitted 
to avoid its responsibility to enact just laws by enacting 
this kind of legislation which would give the states Attorneys 
General the power of life and death over corporations which 
are earnestly trying to abide by the law. 

Sincerely, 

" S eldon G. Gilgore, 
President - Pfizer Pharmaceuticals 

cc: Hon. Philip W. Buchen 
.._..Hon. John 0. Harsh, Jr. 

Hon. Edward Schrnults 
Hon. John J. Rhodes 
Hon. Hugh Scott 
Hon. Stewart B. McKinney 

,:· 



September 21 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: ED 

FROM: 

_____ Fer Draft Helfponse 

.~:_For Your Information 

---- Pleasr: Adv1 se 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 21, 1976 

Dear Mr. Thacker: 

Just a short note to thank you for 
sending me a copy of your recent 
letter to the President concerning 
the antitrust legislation. 

I have taken the liberty of sharing 
this letter with those here at the 
White House working on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

0 .· (1~tt~3 /rt~v---~1-
". I 

J~hn 0. Marsh, Jr. 
~Jnsellor to the President 

Mr. Dean R. Thacker 
President 
Quigley Company, Inc. 
235 East 42nd Street 
New York, New York 10017 

.· 



QuiGLEY COMPANY, INC. 
23!5 E. 42ND ST .. NEW YORK. N.Y. 10017 

OF.AN R. THACKER • PRESIDENT 

212 LR 3-3454 

September 7, 1976 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

There is every indication that Congress is about to pass 
legislation that would give the Attorneys General of all 
fifty states the right to bring suit as .. parens patriae .. and 
recover treble damages for violations of the Sherman Act. 
The parliamentary rules of Congress, I understand, have 
created a rather complicated situation, but the bill presently 
before the Congress is H.R. 8532. I most strongly urge 
that, if Congress should pass such legislation, you exercise 
your veto power to save American business. 

We here at Quigley - and I am sure this is true for the vast 
majority of American businessmen - make every effort to 
comply with the law in every respect. However, the antitrust 
laws present a particular problem in that the rules seem to 
be in a constant state of flux as the result of court decisions 
and changes in agency policies and personnel. A well-
meaning businessman can easily run afoul of those laws 
despite conscientious efforts to comply. 

Now Congress would .add to this problem the hazard of treble 
damage claims by any number of Attorneys General on behalf 
of vast numbers of people within their states. Even the 
largest business organizations could be severely crippled if 
a court should find in favor of plaintiffs in such gigantic 
actions, so the defendants are compelled - no matter what 
the actual merits of the claim - to capitulate and settle. 
This is certainly not the type of justice our founding 
fathers contemplated, and it's nothing more than legalized 
blackmail on a grand scale. 

/ 

..... 

A Subsidiary oF 
PFIZER INC . 
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..... - -

I sincerely hope that, if Congress should pass legislation 
such as H.R. 8532 containing parens patriae provisions, you 
will save American business from its truly terrible effects 
by exercising your veto power. 

Very truly yours, 
'"' ft) l (~~,,. (~_ ('; --~ cf3_>L-C, . ./VV u \ --...LY·t:~ lL/\ 

Dean R. Thacker 
President 

cc: Hon. Philip W. Buchen 
...,.Hon. John 0. i'1arsh, Jr. 

Hon. Edward Schmults 
Hon. John J. Rhodes 
Hon. Hugh Scott 
Hon. Norman F. Lent 

\ 

... 



September 21 

TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHll:.E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ED SCHMULTS 

For Dire ----
----...:For Draft 

XX For Your Information . ...._._-...-...,_ ' 

----- Pleas'} Advise 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 21, 1976 

Dear Mr. Hock: 

Just a short note to thank you for 
sending me a copy of your recent 
letter to the President concerning 
the antitrust legislation. 

I have taken the liberty of sharing 
this letter with those here at the 
White House working on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

~. ~ @)A~~~~ ... y.;~.-- ~ct./f 
I 

y6\'n 0. Marsh, Jr. . L 
~unsellor to the Pres1dent 

Mr. Conrad Hock, ~r. 
Chairman of the Board 

and President 
Williams Foods, Inc. 
1900 West 47th Place 
Westwood, Kansas 66205 

.· 



WILLIAMS FOODS, INC. 

1900 WEST 47TH Pt..ACE • WESTWOOD, KANSAS 66205 

CONRAD HOCK, JR. 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
AND PRESIDENT 

The Preatdent 
The Vhlte Houae 
N'aahtntton, • C. 20500 

o .. r M.r. Preatdeat: 

Septe~Der 14, 1976 

I atrongly suggest that you veto any lUll wlth Parens Patriae 
•• pert of lt. 

Thank you. 

Stacerely, 

( ' .114 I;); lu{l 

CH:w 

cc The HonOt"able PhUlp • Buchen / 
The onorable John • M.,.ah, Jr. V 
The Honorable John J. Rhode a 
The onoable Hugh cott 
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The Honorable John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

. 



WILUAMS FOODS, INC. 
1900 WEST 47TH PLACE 

WESTWOOD, KANSAS 66205 



September 21 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: ED SCHMULTS 

:FROM: 

_____ For Draft l<el'fponse 
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Pleasr, Advise _____ , 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 21, 1976 

Dear Hr. Gross: 

Just a short note to thank you for 
sending me a copy of your recent 
letter to the President concerning 
antitrust legislation. 

I have taken the liberty of sharing 
this letter with those here at the 
White House working on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

O,~~ .. L!-·A(~O, 2Jk,~~~. x-0!' -~ u 
;qohn 0. Marsh, Jr. 
~ounsellor to the President 

Mr. Wesley E. Gross 
Director of Public Affairs 
Dairymen, Inc. 
604 Portland Building 
200 West Broadway 
Louisville, Kentucky 40202 

.· 



Dairymen, Inc. 
-~ GENERAl OFFICE • 604 PORTLAND BUILDING 200 WEST BROADWAY LOUISVILLE. KENTUCKY 40202 • 502/584-8123 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

September 17, 1976 

As a farmer-owned cooperative that has had more than our share 
of what we think is unwarranted action by the Justice Department, 
we have grave concerns about H. R. 8532, the Antitrust legislation 
that would give broadened powers to the Justice Department and 
State Attorneys General. 

We are particularly concerned with the proposed legislation 
since it provides for contingency fees paid to private lawyers and 
treble damages even in cases where there was clearly no willful 
intent to fix prices. 

We believe this legislation will not provide significant 
protection to consumers, but rather will simply make more wealth for 
private lawyers at the expense of consumers. 

Therefore, in behalf of our 7,400 dairy farmer owners and 3,600 
employees in 13 Southeastern states, we respectfully urge you to veto 
H. R. 8532. 

Sincerely, 

·Jll Jliw t H ~ 
Wesley-~. ~ross 
Director of Public Affairs 

WEG:j 



Dairymen, Inc. 
GENERAL OFFICE 

Mr. John 0. Marsh, Jr .. 
Counsellor to the Presldent 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 

~P.H.932431L 
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WASHINGTON 



September 21 

THE WHJTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: ED SCHMULTS 

.FROM: 

_____ For Draft l{enponse 

XX For Your Information ·--_......_.... 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Sepember 21, 197& 

Dear Mr. Stewart: 

Just a short note to thank you for 
sending me a copy of your recent 
letter to the President concerning 
antitrust legislation. 

I have taken the liberty of sharing 
this letter with those here at the 
White House working on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

n_? .l?.'\.A tJ.?, f!J&,"'<t··~v~'C *',. 'j'"'.-/7 
John 0. Marsh, Jr. 

~6unsellor to the President 

Mr. J. R. Stewart 
Stewart Company of Alaska 
Post Office Box 3-368 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

.· 



Of HlHSHH 
BROKER/ MANUFACTURERS REPRESENTATIVE 

P.O. BOX 3-368 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 

September 13, 1976 

President Gerald R. Ford 
14hite House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

PARENS- PAT R I AE 

ANCHORAGE 

907-277-4312 

I urge you to veto any bill passed by Congress that 
contains a parens patriae clause. This is a monstrous thinq, 
and the eno-rlnou-5--cos-t--wTTl be passed on to consumers. It will 
only enrich attorneys. 

I manufacture nothing. ~Y life savings, however, are 
invested in stocks and bonds, and these will become very risky 
if this bill passes. I can assure you these investments will 
be liquidated promptly if this bill passes, with or without 
your signature. I frankly believe a lot of investors will sell 
securities. 

I am a conservative, balance the budqet Republican. 
If this legislation passes, and the stock market drops, you 
could lose the election. I don't think the country can stand 
a liberal, labor oriented president at this point. 

Sincerely, 

J. R. Stewart 

JRS:bds 

copy: The Honorable Philip W. Buchen 
~he Honorable John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
The Honorable John J. Rhodes 
The Honorable Hugh Scott 
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2•027l1bC2b5005 Oq/2117& TWX PET MILK STL WSHC 
005 STL MO SEP 21 PM 

THE HONORABLE PHILIP W, BUCHEN 
COUNSEL TO THE PRSIDENT 
1b00 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N. W, 
~ASHINGTON, D. C, 20500 

WE ARE MOST CONCERNED WITH (H,R, 8532) THE ANTITRUST BILL, TITLE III, 
PARENS PATRIAE, WILL CAUSE U.S, INDUSTRY IRREPARABLE DAMAGE, IT IS 
NOT A BILL TO BENEFIT THE PUBLIC INTEREST, WE WOULD URGE A 
PRESIDENTIAL V~TO OF THIS DEVASTATING LEGISLATION, WE WOULD 
ENCOURAGE YOU TO CARRY THIS MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT FOR HIS 
CONSIDERATION, 

SINCERELY YOURS, 

BOYD F, SCHENK 
CHAIRMAN OF THE 

BOARD AND PRESIDENT 
PET INCORPORATED 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

1&127 EST 

MGMCOMP MGM 
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THIS MAILGRAM WAS TRANSMITTED ELECTRONICALLY BY WESTERN UNION TOA POST OFFICE NEAR YOU FOR O~UVERY 




