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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

"f.HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 28, 1976 

RED CAVANEY 
GWEN ANDERSON 
TERRY O'DONNELL 
BOBORBEN 
DOUG BLASER 

iti.'J 1 1976 

WILLIAM NICHOLSON [J}(J}~. 
The President's Participation in 
Bicentennial Activities, July 1-5 

The President has approved ,participation in the following events 
in honor'of the Nation's Bicentennial. Background information is 
attached• Please coordinate the announcement of these events with me. 

Thursday, July l 

• 
11:00 a.m. 

Saturday, July 3 

12:00 Noon 

8:30 p.m. 

Sunday, July 4 

7:30 a.m. 

8:00 a.m. 

Dedicate the National Air and Space Museum. 
The museum is located on the Mall along 
Independence Avenue between 4th and 7th Streets. 

Deliver address at the National Archives at a 
ceremony in honor of the Declaration of 
Independence. 

Honor America program at the Kennedy Center. 

Attend early Church Service at either St. John's 
on Lafayette Square or Christ Church in Alexandria. 

Depart for Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. 

Digitized from Box 69 of the John Marsh Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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9:00 a.m. 

9:40 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

12:15 p.m. 

2:00p.m. 

9:30 p.m. 

M 0 nday, July 5 

10:00 a.m. 

ll:OO a.m. 

cc: 4elm 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Russ Rourke 
Milt Mitler 
Ted Marrs 
Carole Farrar 

-2-

Greet wagonmasters at Wagon Train Encampment 
at Valley Forge Park and accept Pledges of 
Rededication which were signed by hundreds of 
thousands of Americans and collected by the 
wagon trains enroute to Valley Forge. 

Depart for Philadelphia. 

Special Bicentennial Program at Independence 
Hall in Philadelphia. 

Depart for New York City. 

Review Operation Sail 1976 and the International 
Naval Review. 

View Happy Birthday USA fireworks program 
from the Truman Balcony of the White House. 

Depart for Charlottesville, Virginia. 

Speak following naturalization ceremonies on 
the steps of Monticello, the home of President 
Jefferson. 

. ; 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION· WASHINGTON, D.C. 20560 
• 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

19 March 1976 

I have just learned with great pleasure that you 
will help dedicate the opening of the National Air and 
Space Museum on Thursday, July__!, at 11 :00 a.m. 

We believe that this will be the most notable 
event of the Bicentennial Year celebration in Washington. 
Your participation will add immeasurably to its significance. 

event. 
Our offices will be working out the details of the 

With our deep appreciation and best wishes, I am, 

Ar\ .. ays sincerely yours, 

t:::J~~ 
S. Dillon Ripley 
Secretary 

LOOK BACKWARD, LEST YOU FAIL TO MARK THE PATH AHEAD 
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CEREMONY: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

FORMAT: 

CABINET 
PARTICIPATION: 

SPEECH 
MATERIAL: 

STAFF: 

RECOMMEND: 

OPPOSED: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

PRESS 
COVERAGE: 

BACKGROUND: 

TtiE WHITE HOUSE SCHEDULE PROPOSAL FOR THE PRESIDENT 
WASHINGTON DATE: JANUARY 9, 1976 _,../A11_ 

FROM: THEODORE C. MARRS !i.:"':'~ 
THRU: JOHN 0. MARSH, JR. 
VIA: WILLIAM W. 

To dedicate the Smithsonian Institution's new 
National Air and Space Museum. 

July 3, 4 or 5, 1976 at the President's convenience. 

To participate in the opening of this museum which 
will be one of the major official activities in the 
Washington, D. C. area commemorating the Nation's 
Bicentennial during 1976 Independence Day Weekend. 

-National Air and Space Museum 
-List of participants to be supplies 
-Time to be determined but preferably afternoon 
-Participation about one hour -- includes 
walk-through 

None 

To be provided by the Editorial Division. 

John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Theodore C. Marrs 
Milton E. Mitler 

John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Theodore C. Marrs 
Milton E. Mitler 
John W. Warner 

None 

None 

Full Press Coverage. 

The dedication of this museum will be one of the 
major Bicentennial activities in the Washington, 
D. C. area scheduled for the 1976 Independence 
Day Weekend and will also draw national attention. 
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The museum was conceived back in 1946 when 
Congress established a National Air Museum to 
"memorialize the national development of 
aviation." The new site, on the Mall along 
Independence Avenue between 4th and 7th Streets, 
was chosen in 1958. In 1966, Congress amended 
the name to be the National Air and Space Museum. 
Congress set a $40 million limit for construction. 
The building was begun in 1972. 

The museum will contain 200,000 square feet of 
exhibit space and 26 exhibit halls. The exhibits 
will be rotated from time to time as funds allow 
and will range from man's first aspirations to 
fly to his landing on the moon. One of the special 
and permanent displays will be the Wright Kitty 
Hawk Flyer. 

In addition to the halls, there are two special 
purpose chambers. The first is a theater with 
a seating capacity of 480, and the second, which 
will be known as the Einstein Spacearium, will 
facilitate 200 persons who can sit in a circle 
under a dome 70 feet in diameter and watch accurate 
s~_1at~n~f the sky and flight into space. The 
proj~C'~9r f-to be used in the Spacearium is a 
Bicentennial gift to our nation from the Federal 
Republic of Germany. 

Also housed in the building will be a research 
library and information center which will contain 
20,000 bound volumes and 200 periodicals. 

Although this museum was not funded by special 
Bicentennial appropriations, the Smithsonian 
Institution considers this federal project as a 
Bicentennial event. Because of the national signi­
ficance of this event, we believe it appropriate 
for the President to make this one of his 
appearances on Independence Day 1976. 

APPROVE __________ DISAPPROVE ___ ~--'--



., ' ·"'' 

October 6, 1975 

Dear Mr. Ripley: 

Thank you, on behalf of the President, for 
your letter of September 25 inviting him 
to attend the opening of the new Air and 
Space !>1useum which will take place on 
July 4, 1976. 

Your invitation to the President to 
participate in this significant event 
is E\OSt appreciated. While it is not 
possible to make a commitment to you at 
present, we are carrying your invitation 
forward for careful consideration. 

Wi~~ the President's warm good wishes, 

Sincerely, 

William W. Nicholson 
Deputy Director 
Schedul.inq Office 

Mr. s. Dillon Ripley 
Secretary 
Smithsonian Institution 
ifashington, D. C. 20560 

~ w/incmg to M. Widner for July 4 cons. 

mrn:jlc 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION • WASHINGTON, D.C. 20560 • 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

.----·--··· ---~~-1 l:CTiOil 
i T/0 ___ _ 

26 sbp1~ffi1&lf_Lf999·---
, C·:: : :.::. REC~!'lED 

OCT 2 1915 
MESSJI.GE. ____ _ 

: sr:::A:U::RS BUREAU. ___ _ 
~OTHER 

' 

As you may be aware, the Smithsonian Institution 
plans to open the National Air and Space Museum on J':!Y_4, 
1976. I believe that this long-awaited-for event has a par­
ticular relevance to the Bicentennial in that the new mus eurn 
speaks to a number of milestones in America's technological 
development, and more -- to the ingenuity of man, his aspira­
tions. and his ability to realize his dreams • .. 

This letter is to request the honor of your presence 
on July 4, 1976, and to ask your participation in the official 
opening and dedication of the new National Air and Space 
Museum to the American people. Realizing how heavy the 
demands on your time are, and will be, I am writing now in 
the hope that we may plan the ceremonies around the require­
ments of your schedule. 

LOOK BACKWARD LE 

Most sincerely yours, 

~ 
S. Dillon Ripley 

Secretary 





TJ-IE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 27, 1976 

BILL NICHOLS~ 

MILT MITLER ~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

Bill, I just had a talk with Bob Goldwin 
concerning the possibility of Presidential 
participation in a solemn ceremony at the 
Archives with the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution on display.· There is a 
Schedule Proposal in for this with a choice 
of days over the July Fourth weekend. 

Bob pointed out that we might want to suggest 
July 1st instead in order to keep away from 
the crowded period of the actual weekend and 
to assure Congressional participation since 
many members of Congress will probably be 
heading home for that weekend. 

I support the thought. 

cc: Bob Goldwin 

;; ·I, ./ 
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ATTEND: 

DATE: 

PURPOSE: 

FORMAT: 

CABINET 
PARTICIPATION: 

SPEECH 
MATERIAL: 

STAFF: 

RECOMMEND: 

OPPOSED: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

PRESS COVERAGE: 

:BACKGROUND: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
SCHEDULE PROPOSAL FOR THE PRESIDENT 
DATE: SEPTEMBER 29, 1975 
FROM: TED MARRS~··-
THRU: JACK MARS · 
VIA: WARREN RU AND 

Ceremonies at the National Archives, deliver 
remarks and view the Declaration of Independence. 

July 2, 3 or 4, 1976 

To pay appropriate tribute to the Declaration of 
Independence -- the document that is central to 
the entire celebration -- during the Bicentennial 
year. 

-National Archives 
-List of participants to be supplied 
-One hour 

None 

To be provided by the Editorial Division. 

JACK MARSH 
BILL BAROODY 
TED MARRS 
MILT MITLER 

JACK MARSH 
BILL BAROODY 
TED MARRS 
MILT MITLER 

None 

None 

Full press coverage 

It is most appropriate as well as important to the 
Bicentennial commemoration, that the President 
visit the Declaration of Independence in its 
permanent home in the National Archives at some point 
during 1976. The significance of this is evident. 
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The Deputy Archivist and a member of the Federal 
Agency Bicentennial Task Force, Dr. James E. O'Neill, 
has made the following proposal for a Presidential 
visit to the Archives which would include special 
ceremonies commensurate with the solemn importance 
of the occasion. 

The scenario calls for a special ceremony on the 
Constitution Avenue steps of the National Archives 
building. Participating would be a variety of 
honored guests from the three branches of government, 
foreign nations and the private sector. ·The 
ceremony, scheduled for July 2, 3, 4, or 5, depending 
upon the President's availability, would-open at 
11:00 AM with appropriate musical and choral renditions, 
dramatic readings from significant texts, including 
a portion of the Declaration of Independence. These 
performances would be by well-known musicians, singers 
and actors. 

At 12:00 noon, the President would appear accompanied 
by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, the President Pro Tempore of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
The President would then speak for about ten or 
fifteen minutes after which he and the other digni­
taries would enter the Rotunda of the Archives to 
view the Declaration of Independence. Following the 
departure of the President, other distinguished 
visitors and the public would be invited to view the 
historic document. 

The steps and a seating area opposite across Constitution 
Avenue would be suitably decorated for the 
occasion and a loud speaker system would be installed 
to reach the multitude of people who would stand along 
the Mall and Constitution Avenue. 

We feel fully confident, based upon past history and 
conversations with the Deputy Archivist, that with 
the proposed assistance they have been assured from 
the General Services Administration, they will produce 
a very successful and meaningful event. They have 
recently hosted special events involving the First 
Lady and the Vice President in a very successful 
manner. 
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If at all possible, it is suggested the date selected 
by July 2, 1976 which would then serve as a "kick­
off" to the Bicentennial weekend and provide a focal 
point for the commemoration in Washington, D. C. 
Currently, there is no activity in being which would 
appropriately start that historic weekend. 

Full media coverage would be arranged for both the 
ceremony on the steps of the Archives and within 
the Rotunda. 

APPROVE 
~-----------------

DISAPPROVE 
----~-------------



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

OA~~: SEP 3 0 ,1975 • • National Archives and Records Service 

R~!ir~. ?~= .. Acting Archivist of the United States 
Washington, DC 20408 

sueJEcT: July 4, 1976 celebration 

Mr. Milton Mitler 
Deputy Special Assistant 
to the President 
The White House 

OCT 1 ~ 1975 

As I indicated in my memorandum of July 21, we believe that 
President Ford's activities on the weekend of July 4th, 1976, should 
if at all possible, include a ceremonial visit to the home of the 
Declaration of Independence here at the Archives. Such a visit.is, 
to put it simply, a "natural," and could not help but receive wide~ 
spread attention from the media. 

Our original proposal, (see attachment), was for quite an elaborate 
ceremony sometime on July 2nd, 3rd or 4th. We would still be 
happy to follow through on this. However, we have just learned 
that the President intends to make his major weekend appearance 
in Washington at the Kennedy ·center OJ:) the evening of the 3rd, and 
I suppose that this vitiates the ceremony we have proposed. 

This leads us to make the following new proposal: That the President, 
· together with the Chief Justice and the Speaker of the House (as repre­
sentatives of the two other arms of government) visit the Archives at 
any time that is convenient on the 2nd, 3rd or 4th without public notice 
or ceremony-the event to be attended by only a handful of invited 
guests, but thoroughly covered by television and the press. The 
President, Speaker, and Chief Justice may wish to make brief remarks, 
but the entire visit could be completed in 20 minutes. The President 
could say that he is visiting the Declaration on beha1f of all American 
people who are not able to be in Washington to see for themselves the 
document whose anniversary we are celebrating. 

The symbolic-and news-value of the kind of ceremony we are 
proposing need not be belabored. Equally important, it has the 
advantage of being brief (we realize that the President will be 
e:A1:remely busy the weekend of the 4th)' and safe (attendees can 
be strictly controlled). 

lthope ~hat~~ :71 :ind this an attractive and practical suggestion. 

r-- V1-v~ L) (\LL!J . 
J MES E. O'NEILL 

\, I 
Keep Freedom in Tour Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 

Attachment 
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. . 
A Plan for a Visit by the President to the Declaration of 
Independence in the National Archives on the Vleekend of 

July 2-4, 1976 

It seems entirely fitting that sometime during the weekend festivities of 
July 2-4, 1976, the President pay a symbolic visit to the Declaration of 
Independence in its permanent home in the National Archives. Indeed, 
such a visit could, if carried out in some such manner as is suggested 
be1ow, provide a focal point--well-covered by television and the other 
media--for the weekend's celebration in V/ashington, and even nation­
wide. 

If is -recommended that the visit be staged along the following lines: 

A covered stage, suitably decorated with flags and bunting, would 
be erected on the Constitution Avenue steps of the National Archives 
building. The stage would be of sufficient size ·to ~cconunodate 
honored guests from the th~ee branches of government and the 
private world. Other guests (diplom?-tic corps et al) would be 
seated directly across Constitution Avenue in the area just north 
of the new Park Service skating rink. {Traffic would have to be 
diverted during the course of the proceedings.) Ordinary citizens 
would be acc.ommodated (standing) on the !vial! and along Constitu­
tion Avenue; sound would be carried by loudspeakers. 

Ideally, the ceremony would take place on the 4th proper, beginning 
at 11:00 a. m. However, if the President plans to be out of the city ori 
that day, the ceremony would serve equally well to kick off the weekend's 
celebrations. It could be held on the evening of either Friday the 2nd 
or Saturday the 3rd beginning, say at 8:00p.m. (a good time to reach 
a ma.ximum audience on television). 

Th_e program would open with appropriate musical and choral renditions, _ 
dramatic readi."1gs from appropriate texts {including at least a portion 
of the Declaration of Independence), to be performed by well-known 
'·musicians, singers and actors. If the performers are sufficiently well­
known- -and it should not be very difficult to secure the servi~es of almost 
anyone who is desired for an event of this kind--it seems lHcely that all 
three networks will wish to carry the progran11ive. 

"\· .. 
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Promptly one hour later, the President would appear, flanked b:.- the 
Chief Justice of the United States and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. They would be escorted to the stage .,;, ith full panoply, 
including, perhaps an honor guard in Continental uniiorn1. The President 
would speak for ten to fifteen minutes. At the conclusion of his remarks, 
(and following, perhaps, the singing of the National Anthem. and/or the 
recital of the Pledge of Allegiance) he would enter the Rotunda of the 
National Archives building, accompanied by the Chief Justice· and the 
Speaker, to view the Declaration of Independence. The three would 
remain in the Rotunda for two or three minutes, their progression 
followed by previously installed television cameras, and then proceed 
to the Pennsylvania Avenue exit. The President would indicate in his 
remarks that his visit and that of the Speaker and Chief Justice-­
representatives of the three branches of government created by the 
Founding Fathers--is made in behalf of all the American people who 
cannot be in \Vashington during the Bicentennial year to visit the Decla­
ration for themselves. Following the President's exit, the o~her digni­
taries in attendance would also enter the Rotunda, to be followed in turn 
by ordinary citizens. 

It should be noted that a precedent for a Bicentennial presidential 
visit to the National Archives was established on July 3, 1971,. when 
President Nbfon, accompanied by the Chief Justice and the Speaker of 
the House, officially opened the Bi.centennial era with a televised program 
from the Rotunda. The arrangements suggested above would seem to 
provide a fitting climax for the commemoration begun on that occasion. 
It' is difficult to think of a site more appropriate for such a ceremony 
than the permanent home of the Declaration of Independence--the docu­
ment that is~ after all, central to the entire celebration. 

. ' 
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~.kiD~ 1 HonorAmenca ~ 
·~.. •" 

"~r,. .. •" A program of the American Historic and Cultural S_ociety, Inc . 

Officers 
Chairman 
J. Willard Marriott 

............ -. 

5161 River Road 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

Vice Chairmen 
Hobart Lewis 
Leonard H. Marks 

Treasurer 
Charles S. O'Malley, Jr. 

Secretary and Gen. Counsel 
Herbert E. Marks 

Board of Directors 

Robert W. Barker, Esq. 
Ralph E. Becker 
Mrs. Edward Marshall Boehm 
Arch N. Booth 
Col. Frank Borman 
William N. Burch 
George Champion 
Harlan Cleveland 
A. L. Cole 
John B. Connally, Jr. 
Justin Dart 
Robert G. Dunlop 
Mrs. Dwight D. Eisenhower, II 
Mark Evans 
Rev. Billy Graham 
Bob Hope 
Jack R. Howard 
Frank N. Ikard 
Hobart Lewis 
Mrs. Mary Pillsbury Lord 
James P. Low 
William J. McManus 
Leonard H. Mar'<s, Esq. 
J. Willard i'.larriott 
Ggorge Meany 
Charles S. O'~hl!ey, Jr. 
S. Dillon Ripley 
Mrs. Charles 5. Robb 
A. Pol!ard Simons 
Rev. Leon rl. Sullivan 
Mrs. Dudley S·,.,;im 
Donn Tatum 
Hon. Walter E. Washington 
Fred?.ric~ K.. Weyerhaeuser 
Roy Wilkins 
C. Robert Y ~3ger 
Ch::trles J. Zwick 

General Chairmen 
Bob Hope 
Rev. Billy Graham 

Congressional Sponsors 
Hon. Carl Albert 
Hon. Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Hon. Gerald R. Ford 
Hon. Michael J. Mansfield 
Hon. Hugh Scott 

Honorary Chairwomen 
Mrs. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
ivlrs. Lyndon B. Johnson 
Mrs. Harry S. Truman 

May 20, 1975 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

Thanks for your recent letter. Our Honor Amarica 
Committee is delighted that the President will be 
with us on July 3, 1976 at the Kennedy Center. We 
will do everything possible to make this a great 
occasion, one that will merit the attention of the 
whole nation as well as many parts of the world. 
We will only use his name in connection with the 
program of the event itself. 

• The recent decision in connection with Cambodia 
was certainly a good demonstration to the world that 
we mean business. I am sure everyone knows now 
that the President isn't going to let anyone push 
us around. 

Best personal regards to you. 

Mr. Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The Wnite House 
Washington 

Sincerely, 

i:.xecutive o:rector ,.,..- ~~ ""-J ~ 
_ ohn P. Co>sro·Je 
'::?.7 National Press Building 
·sasni~g:on, C. C. 20004 
2:JZ/528·34CO 
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B ·~CENT EN ~'i~ ~ 0 M MISS I 0 N OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SUITE 203, 660 BOAS STREET 

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17102 
(717) 787-1976 

CHAIRMAN 
Ernest P. Kline 
Lieutenant Governor 

EXECUTIVE 01 RECTOR 
George H. Ebner 'r'"" 

1 .· ;..,.;.. 

April 28, 1976 

The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Nr. President: 

I am delighted to learn that you have planned 
to visit Valley Forge State Park, Valley Forge, 
Pennsylvania, as part of your Bicentennial itinerary 
for July 4, 1976. 

The Bicentennial Commission of Pennsylvania is 
now developing a program for that day which we hope 
will meet with your situation. I hope to have a 
tentative schedule of events in my hands by May 3, 
and as soon as I have had a chance to review it, I 
will ask the staff of this Commission to make it 
available to anyone you may designate, for the pur­
pose of further review. 

I will look forward to working with your office 
to develop an impressive and appropriate ceremony for 
this important occasion, and I will look forward to 
greeting you personally at Valley Forge. 

~~:Y·u_~ 
ERNEST P. KLINE 
Lieutenant Governor 
and Chairman 

·2Cf..;~-f'.f! t~ ...... ·-,~ .. ~~ 
;... ~--:~ . 7". ~i fi 
' . 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 23, 1976 

BILL NICHOLSON 

TED MA.RR~ 
MILT MITLER ~ 

Bill, this is a follow-up to our Schedule Proposal 
for the President to stop at Valley Forge on the 
morning of July 4, 1976. 

Letters and messages being received indicate a 
strong desire on the part of many Americans for 
that day to be a solemn occasion. We believe 
there would be great and profound satisfaction 
for many if the President visited the area at 
Valley Forge where the statue of George 
Washington kneeling is located and at that time 
issue a solemn statement concerning our heritage 
with a religious context. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THRU: 

FROM: 

. 
SUBJECT: 

T~E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 14, 1975 

MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF 

VERNLOEN(/'L_ 

CHARLESLEPPERT,J~~ 

Rep. Richard Schulze (R-Pa. ) 

Rep. Schulze understands that the President will be going to Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, on July 4, 1976. Schulze would like the President to 
visit the proposed Valley Forge National Historical Park site which is 
near Philadelphia. 

~~------------------
.. 

7 

···-·· . 
fE! 
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CITY 0 F PHILADELPHIA 

FRANK L. RIZZO 
lolA Y 0 R 

April 20, 1976 --------····----
f~CTION 

T/0 ___ _ 
SCH~="DULE BD. ___ -' 

f:·!'.7E RECEIVED 

[J, p t) C) '1 1976 ',, ~-. 6<(~ 
Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The White House 

1 flit::SSAGE _____ _ 

i SPEAKERS BUREAU-___ _ 
Washington, D. C. 'OTHER 

' Dear Mr. President: ___ APPOINTMENT OFFICE 

May I take this opportunity, Mr. President, to thank you fot your 
support of Philadelphia 1 s Bicentennial efforts, and to wish you 
well in the days ahead. 

I join with all Philadelphians in extending this invitation to you 
and to Mrs. Ford to join us as we mark America's 200th birthday 
in ceremo:r:ties at Independence Hall on Sunday, the Fourth of July. 
We ask that you deliver the keynote address to the nation on that 
solemn occasion. 

The ceremonies will begin at 10:00 a.m. and end at noon. We 
//would be extremely honored if you and Mrs. Ford would join us for 
j a luncheo:q at the Bellevue Stratford Hotel. 

Anticipating your favorable response, I remain 

II 



f.1EMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 27, 1976 

JAC~MARSH 
~L NICHOLSON 

TED MARRS 
MILT MITLER 

MARSH & NICHOLSON 
Philadelphia July 4th Weeknd 

A meeting was held on Monday, April 26, 1976, to discuss the 
Philadelphia plans for July 4th. Attending were: William 
Rafsky, Philadelphia 176; Ann!Marie O'Brien, Office of the 
Mayor; John W. Warner, ARBA; and Milt Mitler. Following 
is the information developed. 

The Philadelphia planning group has developed the following 
time factors in the day's schedule: 

8:00 - 9:30 AM 

9:30 - 11: 15 AM 

Ecumenical Service - Interfaith -
Independence Hall Area (Quadrangle -under a 
tent). 50 leading churchmen will parti­
cipate. About 2,500 to 3,000 seats. 

Program at Independence Hall {7,000 seats 
plus surrounding area space - Est: 100,000+) 

9:30 - 10:00 AM - Band Concert - Armed 
Forces Band 

10:00 - 11:30 AM: 

a. Hail to the Chief 
b. Invocation 
c.' National Anthem 

e. 
d. Pledge of Allegiance 

Introduction of platform guests 
(MC: Charlton Heston) 

f. Historical Comments 

g. 
(Chief Justice Warren Burger) 
Reading of Excerpts from the 
Declaration of Independence 
(Marion Anderson) 

h. What America Means to Me 
i. Mayor's Remarks 
j. Governor's Remarks 



11:30 - 12:30 PM 

12:30 - 2:00 PM 

12:30 PM 

2:00 PM 

8:00 PM 

8:30 - 10:00 PM 

Page 2 

k. President's Remarks (15 minutes) 
1. Benediction 
m. Ringing of Church bells throughout 

the city. 
n. Band music 

Mayor's Reception for the President. 
(Bellevue-Stratford Hotel) 

Luncheon for President (Bellevue-Stratford 
Hotel - 1,200 people) 

50 State Parade begins - Historic district 

National Bell Ringing kicked off by the 
Sons of the American Revolution. Departure 
of the President.· 

50 State Parade concludes - Parkway 

Concerts and fireworks - various locations 

While the ·President's participation has been written in by the 
Philadelphi~ group, there has been no commitment and they are 
aware that all we were doing was .serving in an information­
gathering capacity. They hope to go to press with their program 
within the next two weeks. 





Ja.nu~y a, 1976 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

on behalf of the President, I wish to acknowledge 
and thank you for your letter of January 5th in­
viting him to be the Reviewing Official at the 
International tlaval Review in New ~ork Harbor on 
July 4. 

The P~esident is most appreciative of this cordia~ 
and appealin',J invitation, but the plana which he 
has made for July 4 will not make a trip to New York 
possible. Should there be any change in his com­
rnitments far Independence Day, however, X will qet 
in touch with you immediately. 

With the President's very best wishes to you, 

Sincere)Y, 

WilliaQ w. Nicholson 
Director 
Scheduling Office 

The Honorable J. William Middendorf II 
Secretary of the Navy 
washington, D.C. 20350 

WWN::t.um:rs 
~ 

/cc and incmg to Z..!ary Widner for July 4 cal •. 
cc: 2 cys Nancy G~~ell 

·. 
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January 5, 

i 'M: 7 1976 I 
The President 
The White House 
washington, D. c. 

! MESSAGE I ! SPEAI<ERS BUR_EA_U ____ ' 

20501 
'OTHER 1 

Dear Mr. President, 

I have the pleasure of informing you that the United 
States Navy will host an International Naval Review in · 
celebration of the Nation's 200th anniversary on July 4, 
1976, in New York harbor. The Naval Review will be held 
in conjunction with Operation Sail which is a gathering 
of the large sailing vessels of the world. The two events 
will complement each other, and together will provide 
a most impressive biceritennial celebration. 

It is anticipated that as many as thirty-five foreign 
warships will be present at the International Naval Review 
with additional observer representation from several nations 
not in a position to send a ship. Further, I envision'that 
approximately fifteen United States Navy ships will take 
part, including one aircraft carrier which will also serve 
as the reviewing platform. 

On behalf of the United States Navy, it is my honor to 
invite you to be the Reviewing Official at this event. Your 
presence would add immeasurably to the historic nature of 
this occasion and underscore America's sea-borne heritage, 

Respectfully, 

- # A ·- •---~~-J'"tlu""' ~--,-
J. William Middendorf II 
Secretary of the Navy 

,,"" 
.{ ---~· 
'· 
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Armonk, New York 10504 

1976 FEB 20 H1 2 38 

'ffice of Senior Vice President 

Mr. William Nicholson 
Appointment Office 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Nicholson: 

February 18, 1976 

Dr. Ted Marrs suggested I write you about President Ford's schedule 
• on July 4th with regard to OPERATION SAIL. 

OPERATION SAIL 1976 is attracting immense international interest. Our 
strong feeling that the President should participate in this event comes 
from three principle factors-- first, the widespread international flavor 
and participation with so many countries represented; second, the 
historical significance and beauty of the tall ships, together with a full­
fledged international naval review; and finally, the youth orientation 
involving over 5,000 sailing cadets from many nations. 

The sail ship parade is presently due to begin on favorable tides at 
ten o'clock in the morning underneath the Verrazano Bridge, although 
we have a little flexibility on the starting time. The President could 
view a good part of the parade from any given point in approximately 
one hour, and we would recommend the carrier FORRESTAL. Including 
transportation by helicopter, his participation to and from Philadelphia · 
could be accomplished in a total of two to three hours. 

RWH: az 

Hubner 
Chairman, Executive Committee 
OPERATION SAIL 1976 
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Honorable John 0. Marsh 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Jack: 

February 27, 1976 

This is further concerning the naturalization 
ceremony at Monticello this July 4th. 

I have some time ago written to Mr. Warner to 
find out whether it will be on the 4th or 5th but have 
not received a reply, so, for right now, I am going on 
the assumption it will be on the 4th. 

I realize the ~resident's commitments are all 
tentative and that the announcement must be left to him, 
and that is really what this letter is about. 

We have thus far been extremely fortunate in 
the fact that no one who has had access to the informa­
tion that the President and Chief Justice were tentatively 
scheduled for Charlottesville has leaked the matter. The 
papers haven't gotten hold of it at all. But there are 
so many things that have to be done that we are going to 
have to start telling people the President and the Chief 
Justice are tentatively expected. The Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, for example, is going to have to 
be notified. I have not said anything to Mr. Kahn, 'tvho 
is the examiner, up until now, but since I wish·to write 
to him and request that the aliens 't-7ho would ordinarily 
be naturalized in Abingdon and Roanoke be included in 
the Charlottesville ceremony, it would be better if I 
had a reason to tell him. On top of that, I think he 
should know anyway. I have already had two people call 
me, who did not know the President 't'las going to be there, 
who have asked to be naturalized on July 4th, at Char­
lottesville, simply because it is the birthday of the 
country and the symbolic significance they attach to 
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that fact. I have had to give them indefinite answers, 
which were in fact true because the court really doesn't 
have much to do \vith that. I should talk to M:;:-. Kahn 
about the \vhole subject, though, because when the word 
finally leaks out that the President will be there, we 
will be besieged by requests. We have thought about 
the matter and at first thought about including the 
Eastern District of Virginia but decided that since 
there are so many there, it would be better to confine 
it to the vlestern District as has been traditional. 

There is also the matter of invitations. You 
have already received a copy of the minutes of the meet­
ing which sets them out generally, and I a.t-n sure a few 
others will have to be added. For example, Chief Justice 
I'Anson thinks he probably should try to extend an invi­
tation to one Justice from each of the State Supreme 
Courts. A lot of the people who "Vlill want to come are 
going to get themselves obligated in the near future for 
July 4th, and I ~~ thinking of trying not to cause them 
any more embarrass~ent than possible by notifying them 
sooner,rather than later, that they will be invited. 

There are a host of other practical problems 
such as making arrangements for transportation, housing, 
etc. vJe have reserved 100 motel rooms, and there is now 
the question as to whether we should reserve any more or 
any less. 

An entirely separate thought should be this: 
Does the President desire to spend the night in Char­
lottesville? I am sure he '\vould be 'i:telcome, and if he 
would like to, I should start making arrangements for 
his accoiTmodations at once. In line with that, how many 
would be in his party? 

This is just a rather rambling letter leading up 
·to the question as to \vhet.her or not an announce>nent should 
_be made of the President's tentative engagement to take 
part in the ceremony. I suggest that it would be the 
thing to do, but I ru-n entirely in your hands on this 
subject and will acquiesce in your judgment without any 
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complaint. If an announcement is made, should it come 
from the White House or from the Chief Justice, or 
would you prefer that it be made locally? If it should 
be made localLy, I can make arrangements to have that 
done after receiving your approval and that of the Chief 
Justice. 

Many of the questions I have asked here also 
pertain to the Chief Justice, particularly housing 
accommodations for him and the matter of the announce­
ment, and by copy of this letter to Mark Cannon, I am 
asking him if he will reply to them. 

I will a\vait your advice. 

I am also sending a copy of this letter to 
the members of the committee. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Mr. Russell Rourke 
Mr. Mark Cannon 

H. E. Widener, Jr. 

Honorable Mills E. Godwin, Jr. 
Honorable Lawrence w. !'Anson 
Honorable James C. Turk 
Honorable Richard B. Kellam 
Honorable Ted Dalton 
Honorable John W. Knowles 
Honorable William W. Sweeney 
Mr. Paul Baier 
Mr. James A. Bear, Jr. 
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December 8, 1975 

Honorable John 0. Marsh 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Jack: 

Mr. Russell Rourke from your office called 
today to inquire about the Monticello Naturalization 
Ceremony next July 4th and to say he was sorry the let­
ter took so long to get to the top of the pile. I cer­
tainly appreciate letters being buried in the files. 
It even happens to me, and I know in your job it is 
absolutely unavoidable despite all precautions. 

Enclosed please find a copy of the minutes 
of the meeting we held on November lOth, which are 
accurate except for one item, which has been corrected 
as you can see from my attached letter to the committee 
and Mrs. Pritchard's reply. 

r~ j_}-tl_::_. 
We plan to have another meeting some time 

after the first of February. I will let you know when 
that date is set so that someone from the White House 
m~y attend if they wish. -' 

Mr. Rourke indicated that at some stage of the 
game the Secret Service will wish to participate in the 
plans, and, of course, they are welcome. 

For your information, I have enclosed a copy 
of the transcript of a Naturalization Ceremony at which 
I presided and Senator Byrd was the principal speaker. 
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It is our present intention for the Chief 
Justice to preside, sitting as a district.judge, with 
the President to be the speaker. 

Jim Turk, Mr. Baer from Monticello, and I 
are going over the transcription to cut out all un­
necessary parts of the program, such as announcements, 
etc., which will shorten it considerably. 

If any of us can be of any further help, 
please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

H. E. Widener, 

cc: Honorable Mills E. Godwin, Jr. 
Honorable Lawrence w. !'Anson 
Honorable James C. Turk 
Honorable Richard B. Kellam 
Honorable Ted Dalton 
Honorable John W. Knowles 
Honorable William W. Sweeney 
Mr. Paul Baier 
Mr. James A. Bear, Jr. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
? 

WASHINGTON 

August 5, 1975 

Dear Mills: 

Many thanks for your letter of August 4 requesting 
assistance in connection with the invitation extended 
to the President to view the restored Rotunda at the 
University of Virginia. 

!·have been happy to contact Mr. Warren Rustand, 
Appointments Secretary to the President, regarding 
this matter. I am sure you will be hearing from 
Mr. Rustand in the very near future. 

/ 

I, too, hope to be with the President during his 
trips to Virginia· on January 31 and July 4. 

With every good wish, I remain, 

Sincerely, 

John 0. Marsh, Jr.· 
Counsellor to the President 

The Honorable Mills E. Godwin, Jr. 
Governor of Virginia 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

... .·------1 
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COMMONvVEALTII of VlRGINlA 

Mills E. Godwin. Jr. 
Gover~'Jr 

Office of the Governor 
Richmond 23219 

August 4, 1975 

The-Honorable John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Jack: 

I am enclosing a letter to the President · 
dated July 30 from Dr. FrankL. Hereford, Jr., 
President of the University of Virginia. The 
letter is self-explanatory and is simply an 
invitation for the President to view the restored 
Rotunda at the University of Virginia, if he has 
sufficient time when he visits Monticello next year. 

I simply pass the letter along to you so it 
may be given -so the President. Naturally, I 'tv-ould· 
add my hope that he could do this if tim~ permitted. 

There is a great deal of excitement in Virginia 
about the President's probable visits to Williamsburg 
on January 31 and to Monticello on the afternoon of 
July 4. I certainly trust you would plan to be with 
him on both of these visits because so many Virginians 
would expect you to be with him. It would. be our great 
pleasure, of course, for you to come also. 

With best personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Mills E. Godwin, Jr. 

nl 
· Enclosure 

~--.. 
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UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 

CHARLOTTESVILLE 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

The President of the United States 
The h"hi te House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

July 30, 1975 

I understand you might pay· an official visit 
to Virginia in connection with the Bicentennial observance 
and, in fact, that the Trustees of the Thomas Jefferson 

·M,emorial Foundation have invited you to speak at Monticello 
on the Fourth of July next year. 

I join my fellow Virginians in hoping that it 
will be possible for you to visit the Commonwealth next 
yea~. Your participation would be of the greatest 
signi~icance to our celebration of the Bicentennial 
and it would be particularly appropriate, I think, if 
you could take part in the ceremonies at Thomas 
Jefferson's-house. 

If you can be in Charlottesville next year, 
I want to extend to you an invitation, both personally 
and on behalf of the University, to visit the University 
of Virginia. The University, as you know, was founded 
by Thomas Jefferson and he designed the oldest buildings 
which form an architectural grouping unique in this 
country. The Rotunda, which is the focal point of Mr. 
Jefferson's design, is being restored and will be re­
opened officially on his birthday next April 13th; John 
Warner has called this restoration one of the most sig­
nificant events of the, Bicentennial. We would be de­
lighted to show you the Rotunda and to receive you at 
Carr's Hill, the President's House. 
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\ 

Governor Godwin has very kindly agreed to 
transmit this letter to you. I have asked him, too, to 
tell you how pleased the University community would be 
if you could v~sit Monticello and the University of 
Virginia next Fourth of July. 

' / 

FLHjr:ls 

Sincerely, 

+~_Qf~4~ 
Frank L. Hereford, Jr. 
President 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

September 3, 1975 

Dear Dr. Whitehill: 

On behalf of the President, I wish to acknowledge and 
to thank you for your letter of July 7 inviting him to 
speak at Monticello on July 4, 1976. · 

The President is pleased to have this cordial invita~ 
tion which is most appealing to him. It will be carried 
forward for careful consideration as the schedule for 
this period of time is under advisement. 

In the meantime, please be assured of the President's 
deep appreciation of your tho~ghtfulness for him. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

William w. Nicholson 
Deputy Director 
Scheduling Office 

pr. Walter Muir Whitehill 
President 
Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation 
44 Andover Street 

.North Andover, Massachusetts 01845 

? cc/ M. Widner w incmg for Jan. 31 and July 4 cons. 
I . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO:>J 

July 17, 1975 

Dear Mills: 

Many thanks for your letter of July 11 regarding 
the invitation extended to the President to visit 
Monticello on July 4, 1976. 

I have been happy to contact Mr. ·warren Rustand, 
Appointments Secretary to the President in your 
behalf. I am certain that you will be hearing from 
Mr. Rustand in the very near future. 

Thank you for taking. the time to write me on 
this matter. 

'With every good ',-v"i.::':l, I remain, 

Sincerely, 

Jol:>..n 0. :Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 

The :Sonora:::le )lf~lls E. Godwin, Jr. 
wvernor o:f \T::·ginia 
Ricbm.or:d, Virginia 23219 

. -., 

- .... - ...... 

.. 



COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 

Mills E. Godwin. Jr. 
Governor 

Office of the Governor 
Richmond 23219 

The Honorable John o. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

Dear Jack: 

July 11, 1975 

In connection with the visit by Harry and me to ~he 
White House recently extending the invitations to the 
President to visit Virginia, we were mightily pleased that 
he indicated he would try to be with us in Williamsburg 
on January 31, 1976, and at Monticello in the afternoon-of 
July 4, 1976. We are thrilled with this response and desire 
to be in Virginia for these two highly significant occasions. 

I am enclosing a formal invitation for the President 
·to visit Monticello on July 4, 1976, from Dr. Walter Muir 
Whitehill, President of the Thomas Jefferson Memorial 
Foundation. 

It is interesting to note that this date will not onli~\ 
be the 200th Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration \., 
of Independence, but will be the 150th Anniversary of the ·,. 
death of Mr. Jefferson. It will be a very dramatic and 
popular event, not only for Virginians, but for Americans 
everywhere. 

As to the Williamsburg visit, everything is in order 
for this to take place and the officials of Colonial Williamsburg, 
the College of William and Mary and the City of Williamsburg, 
are happy to cooperate in every way and a formal invitation 
to the President will be forthcoming promptly upon the convening 
of our next session of the General Assembly on January 8, 1976. 
The General Assembly actually authorizes the commemorative 
sessions at the Colonial Capital in Williamsburg and extends 
invitations in that connection. 
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The Honorable John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Page Two 
July 11, 1975 

I trust that you will see that Dr. Whitehill's letter 
will be brought to the President's attention. Please tell 
him again how grateful we are for his generous responses 
to our invitations. He will unquestionably be warmly 
received in Virginia. 

With best personal regards to you, I am 

ten 
Enclosure 

.. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Mills E. Godwin, Jr. 

.· \ 
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Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation 

HENRY J, TAYLOR' 

Resident Director 
JAMES A. BEAR, JR. 

Dear Mr. President, 

44 Andover Street, North Andover, Massachusetts o I 84 5 

7 July 1975 

On behalf of my fellow Trustees of the Thomas 
Jefferson Memorial Foundation, it gives me great pleasure to invite 
you to speak at l-lonticello on 4 July 1976. It has been our custom 
for a number of years to have the judge of the United States District 
Court, Western District of Virginia conduct naturalization ceremonies 
on the steps of Honticello ·on the 4th of July and to have someone 
speak following the conclusion of these ceremonies. As next year 
will mark the 200th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence 
and the 150th anniversary of the death of Thomas Jefferson, we hope 
very much that your engagements may permit you to be the speaker 
and that yqu could persuade the Cheif Justice of the United States 
to accompany you and conduct the naturalization ceremonies next year. 

We have normally held this ceremony at 11 a.m., 
but it could, next year, take place at any time during daylight hours 
that might be more convenient for you. 

I am asking my fellow Trustee, Governor Godwin, 
to transmit this letter to you and to tell you how pleased we and 
the residents of Charlottesville would be if you were able to be with 
us on this anniversary. 

The President of the United States 
The ~'hite House 
Washington, OC. 

Yours sincerely, 

A NONPROFIT CORPORATION PRESERVING AS A NATIONAL MEMORIAL, MONTICELLO, 

THE HOME AND BURIAL PLACE OF THOMAS }EFFERSON AT CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 




