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Fort McHenry is 2 symbol of our past. - Although the event

for which we remember this place is from the Way of 1812, the
co&\truc ion of Fort McHenry under a differedt name occurred in

the An&ican Revolution. 2¥= egiclimmporten of—thre
[ .

+oga

Francis Scott Ry weuld ms ;{ne forever #e events that-boek

Rafroitism and national pride surrounding

yg i

our flag, our country anfl theitf\defense tha.tga/y are our her1tage

wplaomdagwe in 1814, T

in song and verse. XFhe Star Spangled Banner is an expression of
g / pang P

/

love of country.

We must 77!: become so sophis icated)or SO blase/that we ignore
these simple/fmt eloquent lessons from ouy past. We\need to remind

ourselves 731; Americ%is (yeﬁ "the land of the ¥ree and the home of

the bravey" T



The hallmark of our first century was the establishment of

our governmenf. In the face of great odds, 13 disparate colonies

were to become a fledging nation. Its future was insecure. In

.the first 100 years, the Western Movement accelerated -- vast
territories were acquired, states joined the Union, Constitutional

issues were raised. Wars were fought, none more devastating '

than the one that turned American against American. Yet from

that terrible holocaust, it was resolved this Nation would not

exist half slave - half free.‘ Iib\:e-&n's Union was preserved.

By our .Cent:ennial in 1876, the American Reéublic had been S€cvre l'/»

established. Of this, there was no doubt, either at home or

abroad,

Our Second Century has been marked by the growth of American



industrial and economic power. The pioneer spirit which carried

i ——————————

! ,

us west, turned to new chaltenges.

Railroads spanned the continent and became a web of steel,
linking city to city, regi_on to reglion, town to town.

The automobile and Henry Ford's assembly line changed for-
ever transportation and the manufacturing process.

The Wrights mastered powered flight at Kitty Hawk. The age
of flight was born. '"The Eagle Has Lagded” is a symbolic cry
that describes the leadership of this Nation in a thousand endeavors
that have benefited mankind.

The telegram, the telephone, radio, television - all are
part of the communications revolution of our Second Century.

Science, medicine, agricultural production, marketing,

these have been just a few of the modern frontiers since 1876.



The Third Century, I believe, will be one that challenges
individualism. Man today finds himself in 2 modern world,
confronted by mass. Government's grown too large and bureau-

o
cratic?pit the individual against a frustrating statism. In America
our sovereign is the citizen. Government’existt to serve people.
The s
Tre stateg awe the creatureg of the populace. These are

fundamental propositions to remember as we observe the

Bicentennial.

Today in the 199th yea; of our Independehcgfy.e stand at the
.threshold of a great American expefience.

Let us make the coming year a great year on America's

agénda of 'achievemen;

As we move to the Bicentennial of American Independence,

» ST gy
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let us think.of where we will be and what we can achieve by the

—
— — —

next July 4th, by the next decade, by the 200th Anniversary of our

— —

Constitution, and {jme*?y by the Year 2000.

By these yardsticks, let us measure our progress on the course
we set for ourselves and our Nation.

Let us resolve that this shall be an era of hope rather than
despair. Let us rgsolve that it shall be an era of achievement
rather than of apathy. Let us resolve that it shall be a time of
promise rather than of regr.'et.

The couﬁtdown to Independence 200 has begun. For each of

S

y,should be a step forward to Achievement-USA.*"

7]

us, each da
The Bicentennial Year for each of us should be a year of

self-examination and individual accomplishment ¢ @mlity and
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permaﬁence should be the hallmarks of everything we do.%

'_To form a more perfect union, we rieeci to learn inére of
our country apd its people. Ame.ricans need to understand other
Americans and appreciate the diversity of our land. Boundaries
of regionalism and urbanization must give way to an understanding
of one nation and one people.

In the coming .year, we must be certain the Bicentennial is
a nationwide event. The Amefican Revolution and its legacy
belong to each of the states‘ and our far flung territories.

The ideas that were forged and fought for in the 13 colonies
crossed the Appala.ghias, they followed the Conestoga wagons and
rode with the Pony Express. They crossed the Mississippi and +he.
Missouri, spanned the plains and the deserts. They belong as

MMM& *L‘.ceubg«g
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T
much to the West Coast as they do to the East. Wherever the
American flag went, also went the concepts of this great Republic.
American Clipper ships took the story to the far corners of the
FYVL J Von
gtobe. American jet iiners carry it everyday across the skies
of distant lands. Indeed, this event does not belong j& just 1‘0 _
Americans.
The appreciation of our past is essential to understanding the
present and charting a course for the future. Every American

» )

can enrich the quality of the Bicentennial by looking at the past.

[ SV S :

The saga of A-mmewbea is an inspiring one. It has been told not

only by historians, but in poetry, prose and song. Let us read
again the writings of our great poets and authors who recount

the life and times of these lasé 200 years. The Buck-s:kin Tales, the

<)
world of Washington Irving, t?é Bret Harte story of the American
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West, Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass and the immortal Tom

[/

Sawyer of Mark Twain. 'these are part of a rich literary heritage

' : , . Se €
we share and can enjoy. 4
; e - f—[ e ~>

There are deerebdly thousands of communities located in ese-ry'H'"’

statesengaged in some form of Bicentennial project. These projects

-

. -
cover a broad range from civic improvements to pageants. I would

make the following appeal’ to every American at this time.

w, ‘-", 7A Loy

First, theet=yeu make inquiry to see j&(}’\your community,

or county, does have a Bicentennial program.,

Second, if it does, seek to participate.

NOV
* Third, if.it does not, take steps./\to start one, If you need

!

information, w acyés your inquiry to me at the White House.

I would urge that every community seek to make its program
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as mear;ihgful as possible to as mény as possible. It should stress
the American Experience including the history, culture, achievements
and values we associate with our way of life.

The best crite}'ia is a program which when viewed in a year,
a decade, a century henf:e continues to have meaning to the
community and is identified with the event that inspired it. -

rten cau

The Year 2000’ - a quarter of a centuryA - is not simply the
end of a century, it is the close of an age. The end of one
millennium, the beginning 'c;f a new.

It marks a 1000 years of human history that began in the
depths of the Dark Ages. The American Revolution is the.
greatest progression in Western Man's march to freedéfn and the

opportunity for individual achievement. The Declaration of
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Independence is a benchmark along man's road as he has sought
to pursue happiness.,

Although those few years from Concord Bridge to Yorktown
are hardly the wink of an eye when we view the total age, they
are of profound influence. The shot fired at Concord Bridge has
been heard around the world.

The Young Republic is today a great and strong nation. It does
reflect the valqes of its Declaration, its Constitution, its Bill of
Rights. It has influenced the destiny of millions beyond our
shores., It still remains the greatest hope for mankind.

Iam convipced when historians view the sweep of 2 thousand
years of history, they will view this nation's experience and

conclude that from Revolution there came a Renaissance, in human



L
freedom and individual opportunity. This renaissance shall be

called American.
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Peace has its victims, but it takes

brave men to win them.
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We meet here at twilight's last gleaming,

The casement walls and silent cannon of Fort McHenry bear

quiet testimony to a nation's travail on another night in another

age.

Francis Scott Key enshrined forever those events in 1814,

The patroitism and national pride surrounding our flag, our

country and their defense that night are our heritage in song

and verse. The Star Spangled Banner is an expression of love

of country.

We must not become so sophisticated, or so blase, that we

ignore these simple but eloquent lessons from our past. We need

to remind ourselves that America really is 'the land of the free and

the home of the brave."
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The Third Century, I believe, will be one that challenges

individualism. Man today finds himself in a modern world, confronted

by mass. Dwarfed by bigness, loney in a sea of people the anthill

existence must not be the price of a modern age.

Government's grown too large and bureaucratic, pit the individual

against a frustrating statism. In America our sovereign is the citizen.

Governments exist to serve people. The state is the creatureof the

populace. These are fundamental propositions to remember as we

observe the Bicentennial.

Today in the 199th year of our Independence, we stand at

the threshold of a great American Experience,

Let us make the coming year a great year on America's

agenda of achievement,

As we move to the Bicentennial of American Independence,



The Third Century, I believe, will be an era for Individualism. Mime
Ladingmbindevhimmeplivivr-o- SN psronteoneedpyenaes. The mass
approach of the modern world places a premium on creativity and
individuality. Mass production, mass education, mass population,
must not smother individual expression, or limit individual opportunity.
Individualism is a safeguard against the sameness of society.

Government's grown too large and bureaucratic, can pit the
individual against a frustrating statism. In America our soverign
is the citizen. Governmentsexist to serve people. The state is the
creature of the populace. These are fundamental propositions to
remember as we observe the Bicentennial.

Today in the 199th year of our Independence, we stand at the
threshold of a great American Experience.

Let us make the coming year a great year on America's agenda

of achievement, e



let us think of where we will be and what we can achieve by the

next July 4th -- by the next decade -- by the 200th Anniversary

of our Constitution -- and by the Year 2000,

By these yardsticks, let us measure our progress on the course

we set for ourselves and out Nation.

Let us resolve that this shall be an era of hope rather than

despair. Let us resolve that it shall be an era of achievement

rather than of apathy. Let us resolve that it shall be a time of

promise rather than of regret.

The countdown to Independence 200 has begun. For each of us,

each day from today should be a step forward to Achievement-USA,

The Bicentennial Year for each of us should be a year of

self-examination and individual accomplishment. Quality and
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permanence should be the hallmarks of everything we do. Let us

pursue programs that shall enhance the quality of our lifes.

To form a more perfect union, we need to learn more of
our country and its people. Americans need to understand other
Americans and appreciate the diversity of our land. Boundaries
of regionalism and urbanization must give way to an understanding
of one nation and one people.

In the coming year, we must be certain the Bicentennial is
a nationwide event. The American Revolution and its legacy
belong to each of the states and our far flung territories.

The ideas that were forged and fought for in the 13 colonies
crossed the Appalachias, they followed the Conestoga wagons and
rode with the Pony Express. They crossed the Mississippi and ,JJ/

Missouri, spanned the plains and the deserts. They belong as



much to the West Coast as they do to the East., Wherever the

American flag went, also went the concepts of this great Republic.

American Clipper ships took the story to the far corners of the

earth. American jet liners carry it everyday across the skies

of distant lands., Indeed, this event does not belong just to

Americans,

The appreciation of our past is essential to understanding the

present and charting a course for the future. Every American

can enrich the guality of the Bicentennial by looking at the past.

The saga of our Country is an inspiring one. It has been told not

only by historians, but in poetry, prose and song. Let us read

again the writings of our great poets and authors who recount

the life and times of these last 200 years. The Buckskin Tales, the
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West, Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass and the immortal Tom

Sawyer of Mark Twain - these are only a small part of a rich

literary heritage we share and can enjoy.

It is my hope that at every school where the American flag

flies, there shall be in the coming year a concentrated effort in

the classroom to study, discuss and portray these 200 years of the

American Experience.

There are thousands of communities located in all the states

engaged in some form of Bicentennial project, These projects

cover a broad range -- from civic improvements to pageants. I

would make the following appeal to every American at this time.

First, make inquiry to see whether your community, or county,

does have a Bicentennial program,
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Second, if it does, seek to participate.

Third, if it does not, take steps now to start one. If you need

information, direct your inquiry to me at the White House.

I would urge that every community seek to make its program

as meaningful as possible to as many as possible. It should stress

the American Experience including the history, culture, achievements

and values we associate with out way of life.

The best criteria is a program which when viewed in a year,

a decade, a century hence continues to have meaning to the

community and is identified with the event that inspired it.

The Year 200 - a quarter of a century hence - is not simply

the end of a century, it is the close of an age. The end of one

millennium, the beginning of a new.
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It marks a 1000 years of human history that began in the

depths of the Dark Ages. The American Revolution is the

greatest progression in Western Man's march to freedom and the

opportunity for individual achievement. The Declaration of

Independence is a benchmark along man's road as he has sought

to pursue happiness,

Although those few years from Concord Bridge to Yorktown

are hardly the wink of an eye when we view the total age, they

are of profound influence. The shot fired at Concord Bridge has

been heard around the world.

The Young Republic is today a great and strong nation. It does

reflect the values of its Declaration, its Constitution, its Bill of

TR
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Rights. It has influenced the destiny of millions beyond our

shores. It still remains the greatest hope for mankind.

I am convinced when historians view the sweep of a thousand

years of history, they will view this nation's experience and

conclude that from Revolution there came a Renaissance in human

freedom and individual opportunity. This Renaissance shall be

called American,

Let us begin now to commemeorate in a way that shall endure

to our posterity this legacy with its blessings of Liberty for all.
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We meet here at twilight's last glea.ming.

The casement walls and éilent cannon of Fort McHenry bear
quiet testimony to a nation's travail on another night in another
age.

Francis Scott Key enshrined forever those events in 1814.
The patroitism and national pride surrounding our flag, our
country and their defense that night are our heritage in song

and verse. The Star Spangled Banner is an expression of love
of country. :

We must not become so sophistica_,ted, orl so blase, that we
ignore these simple but eloquent lessons from our past. We need
to remind ourselves that America really is 'the land of the free and
the home of the brave.!
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The hallmark of our first century was the establishment of

our government. In the face of great odds, 13 disparate colonies

were to become a fledging nation. Its future was insecure. In
the first 100 years, the Western Movement accelerated -- wvast
territories were acquired, states joined the Union, Constitutional
issues were raised. Wars were fought, none more dévasfating
than the one that turned American against Amer?can. Yet from
that terrible holocaust, it was resolved this Nation would not
exist half slave - half freé. The $vweedn.Union was preserved.
By our Centennial in 1876, the American Republic had been Wq_@T
established. Of this, there was no doubt, either at home or |
abroad.

Our Second Century has been marked by the growth of American




industrial and economic power. The pioneer spirit which carried

us V/est, turned to new frontiers.

Railroads spanned the continent and became a web of steel,

linking city to city, region to region, town to town.
s

The automobile and HfenryFord's assembly line changed for-
ever transportation and the manufacturing process.

The Wrights mastered powered flighfat Kitty Hawk. The age
of flight was born. ''The Eagle Has Landed! is a symbolic cry
that describes the leade»rshi'p of this Nation in é thousand endeavors
that have‘benefited mankind.

The telegram, the telephone, radio, television - all are
part of the communications revolution of our Second Century.

Science, medicine, agricultural production, marketing,

these have been just a few of the modern frontiers since 1876.
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The Third Century, I believe, will be osme-beet-cirriterges-

fxdividualism. Man today finds himself in a modern world, confronted
by mass. [Dwarfed by bigness, loney in a sea of people the anthill

BT

";Pfxexistence must not be the price of a modern agﬂ
f)‘ ' e~
\ & Government's grown too large and bureaucratic, pit the individual
: e against a frustrating statism. In America our sovereign is the citizen.
\([,9,1 ' Governments exist Fo serve péople. The state is the c?eatumof !;he
populace. These axle fundamgntal propositions to remember as we
observe the Bicentennial,
Today in the 199th year of our Independence, we stand at
ilis thegaleid 404 great American Experience.
Let us make the coming year a great year on America's

agenda of achievement.

As we move to the Bicentennial of American Independenc'e,,
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let us think of where we will be and what we can achieve by the
next July 4th -- by the next decade -- by the 200th Anniversary
of our Constitution -- and by the Year 2000,

By these yardsticks, let us measure our progress on the course
we set for ourselves and out Nation.

Let us resolve that this shall be an era of hope rather than
deé;pair. Let us reéolve that it shall be an era of achievement
rather than of apathy. Let us resolve that it shall be a time of
promise rather than of regrjet.

The countdown to Independence 200 has begun. For each of us,
ea;ch day from today should be a step forward to Achievement-USA,

The Bicentennial Year for each of us should be a year of

self-examination and individual accomplishment. Quality and




-6~
permanence should be the hallmarks of everything we do. Let us

vves
pursue programs that shall enhance the quality of our lifes~

To form a more perfect union, we need to learn more of
our country and its people. Americans need to understand other
Americans and appreciate the diversity of our land. Boundaries
of regionalism and urbanization must give way to an understanding
of one nation and one people.

In the coming year, we must be certain the Bicentennial is
a nationwide event. The American Revolution and its legacy
belong to each of the states and our far flung territories.

The ideas that were forged and fought for in the 13 colonies
crossed the Appalachias, they followed the Conestoga wagons and
rode with the Pony Express. They crossed the Mississippi and ‘/(,._

Missouri, spanned the plains and the deserts. They belong as



much to the West Coast as they do to the East. Wherever the
‘American flag went, also went the concepts of this great Republic.

American Clipper ships took the story to the far corners of the

earth. American jet liners carry it everyday across the skies -

of distant lands. Indeed, this event does not belong just to
Americans,

The appreciation of our past is essential to understanding the

present and charting a course for the future. Every American

can enrich the ‘quality of the Bicentennial by looking at the past.

The saga of our Country is an inspiring one. It has been told not

¥

only by historians, but in poetry, prose and song. Let us read Y

again the .writings of our great poets and authors who recount:
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the life and times of these last 200 years. The Buwelskin.Tales, the
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world of Washington Irvmg, Bret Harte's stery of the American
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West, Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass and the immortal Tom
Sawyer of Mark Twain - these are only a small part of a rich
literary heritage we share and can enjoy.

It is my hope that at every school where the American flag
flies, there shall be in the coming year a concentrated effort in
the classroom to study, discuss and portray these 200 years of the
American Experience,

There are thousands of communities located in all the states
engaged in some form of Biéentennial,project. These projects
cover a broad range -- from civic improvements to pageants, I
would make the following appeal to every American at this time.

First, make inquiry to see whether your community, or county,

does have a Bicentennial program,
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Second, if it does, seek to participate.

Third, if it does not, take steps now to start one. If you need
information, direct your inquiry to me at the White House.

I would urge that every community seek to make its prografn
as meaningful as poséible to as many as possible. It should stress
the American Experience inciuding the history, culture, achievements
and values we associate with out way of life.

The best criteria is a program which when viewed in a year,
a decade, a century hence c'ontinues to have meahing to the
community and is identified with the event that inspired it.

M s o o

The Year 2000 a ; e - is not simply <

the end of a century, it is the close of an age. | The end of one

millennium, the beginning of a’' new.
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It marks a 1000 years of human history' that began in the

- We
, e /\wj 4 ‘ 7‘ .
depths of the Dark Ages. The American Revolution is éke
L . . ‘ ;

slotsmm—
g reatest-pregressiomrin-Westers Man's march to freedom.and-the

Qpportumity for-mdividual achievement. The Declaration of

Independence is a benchmark along man's road as he has sought
to pursue happiness.

Although those'few years from Concord Bridge to Yorktown
are hardly the wink of an eye when we view the total age, they
: a?e of profound influence. The shot fired at Concord Bridge has
been heard around the wo?ld.

The Young Republic is today a great and strong nation. It does

reflect the values of its Declaration, its Constitution, its Bill of

’
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Rights. It has influenced the destiny of millions beyond our /
————Tam convinced when historians view the sweep of a thousand

years of history, they will view this nation's experience and M

conclude that from Revolution there came a Renaissance in human

shores. It still remains the greatest hope for mankind.)‘

freedom and individual opportunity. This Renaissance shall be |

N called American

LE27

Let us begin now to commemorate in a way that shall endure

to our posterity this legacy with its blessings of Liberty for all.
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DRIGINAL DRAFT/FORT McHENRY/JOMarsh/6-26-75

We meet here at twilight's last gleaming.
The casement walls and silent cannon of Fort McHenry bear

quiet testimony to a nation's travail on another night in another

Francis Scott Key enshrined forever those events in 1814.
The patroitism and national pride surrounding our flag, our
country and their defense that night are our heritage in song

and verse, The Star Spangled Banner is an expression of love
of country. |

We must not become so sophisticated, or so blase, that we
ignore these simple but eloquent lessons from our past. We need

to remind ourselves that America really is 'the land of the free and

the home of the brave., "



The hallmark of our first century was the establishment of

our governmedt. In the face of great odd’s, 13 disparate colonies
were to become a fledging nation, Its future was insecure. In
the first 100 years, the Western Movement accelerated -- vast
territories were acquired, states joined the Union, Constitutional
issues were raised. Wars were fought, none more devastating
than the one that turned American against American. Yet from
that terrible holocaust, it was resolved this Nation would not
exist half slave - half free. The Lincoln Union was preserved.

By our Centennial in 1876, the American Republic haﬁ been
established. Of t’his, there was no doubt, either at home or
abroad.

Our Second Century has been marked by the growth of American
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industrial and economic power, The pioneer spirit which carried

Qs west, turned to new frontiers.

Railroads spanned the continent and became a web of steel,
linking city to city, region to region, town to town.

The automobile and Henry Ford's assembly line changed for-
~ever transportation and the manufacturir;g process.

The Wrights mastered powered’flight at Kitty Hawk. The age
of flight was born. "The Eagle Has Landed! is a symbolic cry
that describes the leaéersh{p of this Nation in a thousand endeavors
that have benefited mankind.

The telegfam, the telephone, radio, television - all are
part of the communications revolution of our Second Century.

Science, medicine, agricultural production, marketing,

these have been just a few of the modern frontiers since 1876,



The."fhird Century, I believe, will be one that challenges
individualism., Man today finds himself in a modern world, confronted ‘
by mass. Dwarfed by bigness, loney in a sea of people the anthill
existence must not be the price of a modern age.

Government's grown too large and bureaucratic, pit the individual
against a frustrating statism. In America our sovereign is the citizen.
Governments exist to serve people. The state is the creatureof the
populace. These ax;e fundamental propositions to remem‘oer as we
observe the Bicentennial.

Today in the 199th year of our Independence, we stand at
the threshold of a great American Experience.

Let us make the coming year a great year on America's
agenda of achievement,

As we move to the Bicentennial of American Independence,
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let us think of where we will be and what we can achieve by the
next July 4th -- by the next decade -~ by the ZOCth Anniversary
of our Constitution -~ and by the Year 2000.

By these yardsticks, let us measure our progress on the course
we set for ourselves and out Nation.

Let us resolve that this shall be an era of hope rather than
despair. Let us re.solve that it shall be an era of achievgment
father than of apathy. Let us resolve that it shall be a time of
promise rather than of regr;:t.

The countdown to Independence 200 hgs begun. For each of us,
each day from today should be a step forward to Achievement-USA,

The Bicentennial Year for each of us should be a year of

self-examination and individual accomplishment. Quality and
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permanence should be the hallmarks of everything we do. Let us

pursue programs that shall enhance the quality of our lifes.

To form a more perfect union, we need to learn more of
our country and its people. Americans need to understand other
Americans and appreciate the diversity of our land. Boundaries
of regionalism and urbanization must give way to an understanding
of one nation and one people.

In the coming year, we must be certain the Bicentennial is
a nationwide event. The American Revolution and its legacy
belong to each of the sta?es and our far flung territories,

The ideas that were forged and fought for in the 13 colonies
crossed the Appalachias, they followed the Conestoga wagons and
rode with the Pony Express. ,‘Ihey‘crossed the Mississippi and

Missouri, spanned the plains and the deserts. They belong as




much to‘the West Coast as they do to the East, Wherever the
American flag went, also went the concepts of this great Republic.
American Clipper ships took the story té the far corners of the
earth. American jet liners carry it everyday across the skies

of distant lands. Indeed, this event does not belong just to
Americans.

The appreciation of our past is essential to understanding the
present and charting a course for the future. Every American
can enrich the quality of the‘ Bicentennial by looking at the past.
The saga of our Country is an inspiring one. It has beenbtold not
only by historians, but in poetry, prose and song. Let us read
again the writings of our great poets and authors who recount

the life and times of these last 200 years. The Buckskin Tales, the

world of Washington Irving, Bret Harte's story of the American

A R



West, Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass and the immortal Tom
Sawyer of Mark Twain - these are only a small part of a rich
literary heritage we share and can enjoy.

It is my hope that at every school where the American flag
flies, there shall be in the coming year a concentrated effort in
the classroom to study, discuss and portray these 200 years of the
American Experience.

There are thousands of communities located in all the states
engaged in some form of Bicentennial project. These projects
cover a broad range -- from civic improvements to pageants. 1
would make the following app‘eal to every American at t;.his time.

First, make inquiry to see whether your community, or county,

does have a Bicentennial program.
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Second, if it does, seek to participate.

Third, if it does not, take steps now to start one. If you need
information, direct your inquiry to me at the White House.

I would urge that every community seek to make its program
as meaningful as possible to as many as possible. It should stress
the American Experience including the history, culture, achievements
and values we associate with out way of life.

The best criteria is a program which when viewed in a year,

a decade, a century hence c.ontinues to have meaning to the
community and is identified with the event that inspired it.

The Year 200 - a quarter of a century hence - is not simply
the end of a century, it is the close of an age, The end of one

millennium, the beginning of a' new.
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It marks a 1000 years of human history that began in the
depths of the Dark Ages, The American Revolution is the
greatest progression in Western Man's march to freedom and the

opportunity for individual achievement. The Declaration of

Independence is a benchmark along man's road as he has sought
to pursue happiness.

Althdugh those ‘few years from Concord Bridge to Yorktown
are hardly the wink of an eye when we view the toﬁal age, théy
are of profound influence, The shot fired at Concord Bridge has
been heard around the world.

The Young Republic is today a great and strong nation, It do;—:-s

reflect the values of its Declaration, its Constitution, its Bill of
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Rights. It has influenced the destiny of millions beyond our
shores. It still remains the greatest hope for mankind.

I am convinced when historians view the ‘sweep of a thousand
years of history, they will view this nation's experience and
conclude that from Revolution there came a Renaissance in human
freedom and individual opportunity., This Renaissance shall be
called American.

Let us begin now to commemorate ih a way that shall endure

¥

to our posterity this legacy with its blessingrs of Liberﬁy for all,
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DRAFT/FORT McHENRY/JOMarsh/6-26-175 EDITED DRAFT

We meet here at twilight's last gleaming.

The casement walls and silent cannon of Fort McHenry bear
quiet testimony to a nation's travail on another night in another
age.

Francis Scott Key enshrined forever those events in 1814.
The patroitism and national pride surrounding our flag, our
country and their defense that night are our heritage in song
and verse. The Star Spangled Banner is an expression of love
of country.

We must not become so sophisticated, or so blase, that we
ignore these simple but eloquent lessons from our past. We negd
to remind ourselveskthat America really is ''the land of the free and

the home of the brave. "



The hallmark of our first century was the establishment of

our goveranment,

By our Centennial in 1876, the American Republic had been

established. Of this, there was no doubt, either at home or abroad.

Our Second Century has been marked by the growth of American

industrial and economic power. The pioneer spirit which carried

us west, turned to new frontiers,

The Third Century, I believe, will be one that challenges

individualism.,

Today in the 199th year of our Independence, we stand at

the threshold of a great American Experience.

Let us make the coming year a great year on America's agenda of

achievement,

As we move to the Bicentennial of American Independence,
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let us think of where we will be and what we can achieve by the
next July 4th -- by the next decade -- by the 200th Anniversary
of our Constitution ~- and by the Year 2000,

By these yardsticks, le’t us measure our progress on the course
we set for ourselves and out Nation,

Let us resolve that this shall be an era of hope rather than
despair. Let us resolve that it shall be an era of achievement
rather than of apathy. Let us resolve that it shall be a time of
promise rather than of regr'et.

The countdown to Independence 200 has begun. For each of us,
each day from today should be a step forward to Achievement-USA.

The Bicentennial Year for each of us should be a year of

self-examination and individual accomplishment, Quality and
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permanence should be the hallmarks of everything we do. Let us

pursue programs that shall enhance the quality of our lifes,

To form a more perfect union, we need tg learn more of
our country and its people. Americans need to understand other
Americans and appreciate the diversity of our land. Boundaries
of regionalism and urbanization must give way to an understanding
of one nation and oge people.

In the coming year, we must be certain the‘Bicentennial is
a nationwide event, The A;nericar} Revolution and its legacy
belong to each of the states and our far flung territories.

The ideas that were forged and fought for in the 13 colonies
crossed the Appalachias, they followed the Conestoga wagons and

rode with the Pony Express. They crossed the Mississippi and

Missouri, spanned the plains and the deserts. They belong as .-




much to the West Coast as they do to the East. Wherever the
American flag went, also went the concepts of this great Republic.
American Clipper ships took the story to the far corners of the
earth. American jet l/'mers carry it everyday across the skies

of distant lands. Indeed, this event does not belong just to
Americans.

The appreciation of our past is essential to understanding the
present and charting a course for the future. Every American
can enrich the quality of thﬁ; Bicentennial by looking at the past.
The saga of our Country is an inspiring one. It has been told not
only by historians, but in poetry, prose and song. Let us read
again the V\l/ritings of our great poets and authors who recount

the life and times of these last 200 years, The Buckskin Tales, the

world of Washington Irving, Bret Harte's story of the American ...
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West, Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass and the immortal Tom
Sawyery of Mark Twain - these are only a small part of a rich
literary heritage we share and can enjoy.

It is my hope that at every school where the American flag
flies, there shall be in the coming year a concentrated effort in
the classroom to study, discuss and portray these 200 years of the
American Experience.

There are thousands of communities located in all the states
engaged in some form of Bicentennial project. These projects
cover a broad range -- from civic improvements to pageants. I
would make the following appeal to every American at this time,

First, make inquiry to see whether your community, or county,

.

does have a Bicentennial program.




Sec‘ond, if it does, seek to participate.

Third, if it does not, take steps now to start one. If you need
information, direct your inquiry to me at the White House.

I would urge that every commgnity seek to make its program
as meaningful as possible to as many as possible. It should stress
the American Experience including the history, culture, achievements
and values we asso‘ciate with out way of life.

The best criteria is a program which when viewed in a year,

a decade, a century hence c.ontinues to have meaning to the
community and is identified with the event that inspired it,

The Year 200 -~ a quarter of a century hence - is not simply
the end of a century, it is the close of an age., The end of one

.

millennium, the beginning of a new.
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It marks a 1000 years of human history that began in the
depths of the Dark Ages. The American Revolution is the
greatest progression in Western Man's march to freedom and the

opportunity for individual achievement. The Declaration of

Independence is a benchmark along man's road as he has sought
to pursue happiness.

Although those few years from Concord Bridge to Yorkto‘wn
are hardly the wink of an eye when we view the total age, they
are of profound influence. The shot fired at Concord Bridge g_g.__é
been heard around the world.

The Young Republic is today a great and strong nation. It does

reflect the values of its Declaration, its Constitution, its Bill of



Rights. It has influenced the destiny of millions beyond our
shores. It still remains the greatest hope for mankind,

I am convinced when historians view the sweep of a thousand
years of history, they wili view this nation's experience and
conclude that from Revolution there came a Renaissance in human
freedom and individual opportunity. ThisRenaiésance shall be
called American.

Let us begin now to commemorate in a way that shall endure

to our posterity this lega.q; with its blessings of Liberty for all.





