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SEGRFET SENSITIVE

TALKING POINTS FOR CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION

I am calling to inform you on a classified basis, of certain developments
with regard to the seizure of an American merchant vessel by Cambodian
naval vessels off the coast of Cambodia yesterday. The United States
has demanded the immediate release of the ship and its crew. There has
been no Cambodian response to this demand.

As a precautionary measure, the President has ordered the
U. S. military forces to take certain actions:

-- to prevent the American seamen from being transferred

from the vessel or the nearby island to the Cambodian mainland,

placing their lives in jeopardy and restricting our ability to rescue

them.

-- to prevent reinforcement from the Mainland of the Cambodian
forces detaining the American vessel and crew.

With these objectives in mind, the President has directed that U. S.
aircraft should attempt to stop the movement of Cambodian boats between
the ship or the island and the Cambodian mainland, and to prevent movement
of the ship itself. Our military commanders have been directed to use the
minimum force required to achieve these objectives.

FYI - You may draw on, but not go beyond, the attached fact sheet in

answering questions on this subject.
DECLASSIFIED
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Status of the U. S. Merchant Ship Seized by Cambodians

The S. S. Mavyaguez, seized by Cambodian Communist forces, May 12,
is now about 20 miles outside the port of Kompong Som, just north of Koh
Tang Island. The ship is dead in the water, and there is reason to believe
that most or all of its crew has been transferred to the island. The ship
is being kept under surveillance by U. S. reconnaissance aircraft.

As a precautionary measure, several U. S. Navy combat vessels
have been ordered to proceed to the generalarea of Koh Tang Island.

The U. S. has requested that Phnom Penh authorities have the ship
released immediately. We have, so far, received no reply.

An NSC meeting was convened this morning.




CCNGRESSIOKAL CONTACTS OF May 13,

May 1975

Mraew TIME LOCATION COMMEIITS

Price, Mel 5:50 pm . Home in DC
(Bennett

McFall, John 11:00 pm Home in DC
(Bennett)

Cederberg, Al S5:58 pm Cffice "Can't allow it to happe
(Bennett) we must do what it teake.

to cet the ship back -
otherwise we may as wel
put the Navy in Mcthbal
Thank vou."

D'Xeill, Tip "Where's the ship. Where
“is the crew/ Do we have
ships there? Those
bastards, we can't let
: them get away with this
They'll harrass us £for
ever." :
Morgan, Dcc 6:08 pm Wayne Hays :
party on Hill "No, that's exactly what
(Leppert) I::think he should have
done.
Michel, Bob 5:59 pm OfFice o "That s fine, do we know
: (Leppert) - where the crew is? That
] is the least we can do.
I'm for doing mcre. We
can't let these birds
horse us around."
Breomfield, Bill 5:55pm Office “Good, gocd. I'm all
(Loen) for it. Thanks for the
"report."
Rotier . Sohu 2556 1o Rep. Seq == the marines keing
Wilsen's sent in? Thanks for
Office the report."
(Loen) -
¥ahon, Cecxrge €:05 pm Office “Gocd. . I think he shoul
e (Loen) de thet. I appreciste
this -revort very nuch.”
m Maﬁ S . )m‘/W Uport dip lrmeZic
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Statements by Chairman Olin Teague:

May 13, 1975

"A nation with power that does not have sufficient intelligence
to use it does not have power. President Ford has said that he
is taking immediate steps to obtain release of the U.S. merchant
ship seized by the Cambodians. I hope he succeeds; however, if
diplomatic efforts fail to return the ship and its crew within
the next few days, I believe our military should take immediate
steps to retaliate because we need to show the world that the
United States is not a paper tiger to be humiliated at the whim
of an irrational foreign government."

May 14, 1975

When the Cambodians captured the U.S. merchant ship I said that
we should try to get the ship and the men back through diplomatic
means if possible, and if not, we should retaliate militarily.
Now that our planes have been fired upon and the President

has responded by sinking the Cambodian vessels, I must say that

I support the President's actions 100%. The President has full
authority to proceed as he has and I am pleased that he has taken .
the initiative and used his legal authority. We must not allow
the piracy of our ships by any nation. The President has used
his power intelligently and effectively."

...These statements were dictated by the Chairman's secretary,
after which, the Chairman personally said that he is convinced
that the President is "playing with his helmut on.”

)




MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:
SUBJECT:
SENATOR
Mansfield

Case

Byrd
(W.Va.)

Scott (Pa.)

Y oung

Stennis

Griffin

TIME

5:55

6:00

6:10

6:15

6:30

6:35

6:05

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 14, 1975

MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF

WILLIAM T. KENDALL M\é\

Notification of action regarding S.S. Mavaquez

PLACE

Office

Office

Home

Home

Home

Press
Club

Office

STAFF

COMMENT

WK

WK

WK for
POD

WK

WK

WK

PCD

0. K., thanks for calling.

Pleased to have informa-
tion. Asked if crew mem-
bers were on ship or
island, Appreciated call.

Good initial steps. Thinks
President should give them
deadline and then go in and
get them.

That's good. Keep me
informed.,

Good, Are we sure crew
is on either island or ship?

Senator approves of steps.
Will back President all the
way.

Thank you, What are
Chinese doing? Keep
me informed.



SENATOR TIME
Thurmond 6:08
Sparkman 6:30
McClellan 7:20
Eastland 8:20

PLACE

Office

Home

Home

Office

STAFF

COMMENT

POD

PCD

POD

WK for
POD

They are testing us.
President must be firm.
Public will back him 100%.

Thank you. Sure is a
sticky situation, I hear
the boat is now moving.

I support the President's
actions. We must be
tough with these people
and resort to bombing if
necessary.

The American people
would support action.
The quicker the better.
""Blow the Hell out of
them. "




\ [ sl /75]

SECRET/SENSITIVE

DISCUSSION PAPER

As a follow-up to our telephone call to you last night concerning the
seizure of an American vessel in the Gulf of Thailand, I want to provide
you in advance and on a private basis the following information which will
be announced by the Department of Defense shortly after noon today.

Beginning at 8:30 p.m. EDT yesterday, there were indications
that the Cambodians appeared to be attempting to move U. S. captive
crewmen from the ship to the mainland. After giving warning and
taking precautions to avoid injury to Americans, U.S. aircraft began
efforts to block this movement., Three Cambodian patrol craft were
destroyed and four others were damaged and immobilized. One boat

succeeded in reaching Kompong Som, possibly with some U.S. captives
aboard.

The MAYAGUEZ is still anchored off Koh Tang Island. The first
U.S. Navy surface vessel, the destroyer escort HOLT, arrived in the
area this morning. In the meantime, a Swedish refrigerator cargo ship,
the MS HIRADO, was reportedly attacked by a patrol boat off Panjang
Island, which is also claimed by Cambodia. Radio contact has been lost
and the fate of this ship is unknown.

The NSC held a second meeting yesterday at 10:30 p.m. EDT and

will meet again today. We will keep you informed.

DECLASSIFIED
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 14, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

TEXT OF A MESSAGE TO THE CAMBODIAN AUTHORITIES
FROM THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

We have heard radio broadcast that you are prepared to release
the S. S. Mayaguez. We welcome this development, if true.

As you know, we have seized the ship. As soon as you issue a
statement that you are prepared to release the crew members
you hold unconditionally and immediately, we will promptly
cease military operations.

###




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 14, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

In further pursuit of our efforts to obtain the release of the
SS MAYAGUEZ and its crew, the President has directed the follow-
ing military measures, starting this evening Washington time:

-- U.S. Marines to board the SS MAYAGUEZ.

-- U.S. Marines to land on Koh Tang Island, in order to rescue
any crew members as may be on the Island.

-- Aircraft from the carrier '"Coral Sea" to undertake associated
military operations in the area in order to protect and support the
operations to regain the vessel and members of the crew.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 14, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH

FROM: PHILIP BUCHENVU' 8‘

SUBJECT: The Mavaguez Situation in
Connection with the War Powers
Resolution

Following are the critical times as reported to me by
Marty Hoffman:

Monday, May 12 at 9:16 p.m. edt

A Navy P-3 aircraft used for reconnaissance was shot
at by rifle fire from the deck of the Mayaguez.

Tuesday, May 13 at 6:15 a.m. edt

Combat aircraft began action to interdict vessels
leaving the Island of Koh Tang.

Tuesday, May 13 at 8:30 p.m. edt

The first of the Cambodian vessels was sunk.

Under the War Powers Resolution, the President is required
to make his submission within 48 hours of the time when
U. S. Armed Forces are introduced either:

(1) into hostilities or into situations were
imminent involvement in hostilities is
clearly indicated by the circumstances, or

{(2) into the air space of a foreign nation while
equipped for combat.

DECLASSIFIED
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In this case, it could be argued that the reconnaissance
plane was introduced into a situation of imminent hostility
when it got close enough to the ship at 9:16 p.m., Monday,
to be the target for rifle power. Even if this event did
not start the running of the 48 hour period, it would
certainly have started about 6:15 a.m. on Tuesday when air-
craft equipped for combat was undoubtedly entering the

air space of the Cambodian Island and over the Cambodian
territorial waters.

Marty Hoffman concurs in having the report filed before

the close of business today based on what information is
available at the time of the drafting. He is preparing

a draft to submit to us about noon today. The report
should, of course, include the events of last night in

and around the Island of Koh Tang, but it also must include
"the estimated scope and duration of the hostilities or
involvement.,"

This requirement immediately raises the issue as to whether
the decision contemplated by the President to involve B-52's
from Guam in bombing of Cambodian mainland should be dis-
closed when the "estimated scope" is reported on. Marty
tells me that the flight line at the air-field in Guam

has been closed to the public but is easily viewable from

a nearby hotel. This situation will likely bring press
speculation sometime soon, 1if it has not already come out,
that use of B-52's is being contemplated, even if the
decision hasn't been finally made.

Marty also tells me that there has been a radio intercept
to the effect that a Swedish ship has been fired upon or
seized by the Cambodians.

TOR SRERET
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 14, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FPROM: MAX I,. FRIEDERSDORF
SUBJECT: Congressional Consultations on the Mayaguez
' Situation

Attached are logs of calls to the Senate and House of
Representatives made in advance of the Department of
Defense release of information on the Mayaguez situation




CONGRESSIONAL CONTACTS OF May

MEMBER
Price, Mel

Merall, John

Cederberg, Al

O'Neill, Tip

Morgan, Doc

Michel, Bcb

Broomfield, Bill

- Mahon, George

TIME
B0

11:200

5:59

Pm

pm

pm

5:55pm

Ul
o

tn
(=]

6:05

Lo,
5

pm

13, 31975

4

LCCATION

Home in DC
(BRBennett)
Home in DC
(Bennett)

DEfice
{(Bennett)

Office
(Leppert)

Wayne Hays
party on Hill
(Leppert)

Office
(Leppert)

Office
(Loen)

OR
QcF 0(
Q

&

COMMENRTS
"Fine thanks you."

"President should keep
going. He's doing the
right thing. Fine, tha:
you. 1t .

"Can't allow it to happs
we nmust do what it take
to get the ship back -
otherwise we may as we.
put the Navy in Mothba!
Thank yocu." ‘

"Where's the ship. Wher«
is the crew/ Do we hav:
ships there? Those
bastards, we can't let
them get away with thi:
They'll harrass us for
ever." :

“No, that's exactly wha'
I.think he should have
done."

"That's fine, do we kno
where the crew is? Tha
is the least we can do
I'm for doing more. We
can't let these birxds
horse us around."”

"Good, gocd. I'm all

for it. Thanksfor th
report."

“Zye the merines beinc
sent in? Thanks for

the report."

"Good. I think he shou
do that. I appreciate
this 'report very mnuch.



Senator

Stennis

Case

Sparkman

Thurmond

McClellan
Eastland
Mansfield

Scott

Griffin

Byrd

Young

Time

11:55

12:00

11:45

11:50

11:50
11:50
11:10

11:15

11:42

11:45

11:55

Place

Office

For. Rel.
Committee

For. Rel.
Committee

Office

Office

Office

Dem. Policy
Mtg.

Rules Comm.

Rules Comm.

Senate
Rules

staff

‘BK

BK

PO'D

PO'D

PO'D

PO'D

RW

RW

RwW

RW

RW

Comment

We are doing the righ=t
thing protecting our
men. Situation getting
sticky.

Fine, boy. Thank vyou.

Thanks. I wonder what
those Pacifist Swedes

are going to do about

their vessel.

Thank vou. How and
why did the one boat
get through to the
mainland.

What's the story on
the boat that got
through.

Thank you. Looks like
things are getting
serious.

OK. How many boats
destroyed again?
Thank you.

They won't even let

the Swedes alone. This
process is continuing.
I wish you would keep
me advised.

Have you talked to
Sen. Scott already?

Said "Good" on being
told that 3 Cambodian
boats were destroyed.

Was concerned about
the boat that got back
to mainland. Thank you.




MEMBER

The Speaker
Tip O'Neill
Jonn McFall

John Rhodes

"Bob Michel
George Mahon
"Doc" Morgan
Bill Broomfield
Mel Price

Al Cederberg

Bob Wilson

Sy

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

TIME WHERE WHO COMMENT

11:15 am Capitol Speaker No Comment

' (Frieders-
dorf)

11:20 am Capitol O'Neill "This is getting
(Frieders- more serious."”
dorf)

11:25 am Capitol McFall "Good, good.
(Frieders- Thanks."
dorf)

- 11:30 am Capitol Rhodes "Are thete other
(Frieders- craft on the way?
dorf) What orders is the

HOLT under?"

11:32 Capitol  Michel No Comment
{Frieders-
dorf)

11:41 am Capitol Mahon "I'm sorry. Thanks
(Frieders-  for calling."
dorf) ‘ '

~11:18 am Capitol  Morgan No Comment
(Leppert)

11:25 am Capitol Broomfield "All for what the
(Leppert) President is doing

and support his
strong actions.”

11:35 am Capitol Price No Comment

- (Leppert)

11:40 am Capitol Cederberg "Keep us informed.

(Leppert) What is the U.S.
HOLT to do?"

11:59 am Capitol Wilson "Do we know if any

(Leppert) crew of the U.S.

ship were aboard
the three boats
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Vern Loen called and talked personally
to Reps. Rhodes, Bob Wilson, Mahon
and Broomfield.

All reactions were good, all supported
actions as indicated in talking paper
read to them.




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE : MAY 15, 1875

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT
ON THE
SS MAYAGUEZ

THE BRIEFING ROOM

12:27 A.M. EDT

At my direction, the United States forces
tonight boarded the American merchant ship SS MAYAGUEZ
and landed at the Island of Koh Tang for the purpose
of rescuing the crew and the ship, which had been
illegally seized by Cambodian forces. They also conducted
supporting strikes against nearby military installations.

I have now received information that the vessel
has been recovered intact and the entire crew has been
rescued.. The forces that have successfully accomplished
this mission are still under hostile fire, but are
preparing to disengage.

I wish to express my deep appreciation and that
of the entire Nation to the units and the men who
participate in these operations for their valor and for
their sacrifice.

END (AT 12:29 A.M, EDT)




MEMORANDUM FOR:

THRU:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 15, 1975

MAX FRIEDERSDORF

VERN LOEN {/ﬁ_

CHARLES LEPPERT, JR. {Z e

-

S5.S5. Mayaguez Incident - Report to Congress
War Powers Resolution

The report to the Congress on the 5.5. Mayaguez incident were delivered on
May 15, 1975 to the following Members of the U.S. Haouse of Representatives.

1
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.

Member
Speaker Albert (VL)
n (CL)
O'Neill (C1:)
McFall (CL)
Rhodes (CL)
Michel (CL)
Mahon (DB)
Price {(DB)
Morgan (CL.)

Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.

Wilson(Bob) (DB)
Broomfield (CL)
Cederberg (DB)

Recipient

left under door
Mike Reed
Rep. O'Neill
Rita Herald
Liee Prouty
Ralph Vinovich
Pers. secy
Pers. secy
Connie Yesh
Pers, secy
Rep. Broomfield
Pers, secy

Time

2:04 a.m. '

2:20 2. m.
11:09 a.m.
11:12 a. m.
11:15 a. m.
9:58 2. m.
11:43 a.m.
11:40 a, m.
10:59 a. m.
11:42 a.m.
18:55 a, m,
11:44 a, m,

Place

Capitol Office
Reed's home
Capitol office
Capitol office
Capitol office
Office

Office

Office

Office

Office

Rayburn HOB

Qiffice




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 15, 1875

' Dear Mr. Presiden=:

Cn 12 May 1675, I -vas advisad that the SS Mayaguez, a
merchant vessel of United States registry enroute from
Hong Kong to Thailand with a U. S. citizen crew, was
fired upon, stoopzd, boarded, and seized by Cambodian
naval patrol boats of the Armed Forces of Cambodia in
international waters in the vicinity of Poulo Wai Island.
The seized vessel was then forced to proceed to Koh Tang
Island where it was reqguired to anchor. This hostile
act was in clear violation of international law.

In view of this illegal and dangerous act, I orxdered, as
you have been previously advised, United States military
forces to conduct the necessary reconnaissance and to be
ready to respond if diplomatic efforts to secure the
return of the vessel and its personnel were not success-
ful. Two United States reconnaissance aircraft in the
course of locating the Mayagu=z sustained minimal damage -
from small firearms. Appropriate demands for the return
of the Mayaguez and its crew were made, both publicly

and privately, without success.

In accordance with my desire that the Congress be informed
on this matter and taking note of Section 4(a) (1) of the
War Powers Resolution, I wish to report to you that at
about 6:20 A.M., 13 May, pursuant to my instructions to
prevent the movement of the Mayaguez into a mainland port,
U. S. aircraft fired warning shots across the bow of the
ship and gave visual 31gnals to small craft appreoaching
the ship. Sub;equently, in order to stabilize the
situation and in an attempt to preclude removal of the
American crew of the Mayaguez to the mainland, where their
rescue would be more difficult, I directed the United
States Armed Forces to isolate the island and interdict
any movement v¥tween the ship or the island and the main-
land, and to prevent movement of the ship itself, while
still taking all g@§§1ble care to prevent loss of 1i#
injury to the U. ‘c=mrives. During the evening
13 May, a Cambodlan -patrol ooat attemptlrg to leav




island disregarded aircraft warnings and was sunk. There-
after, two other Cambodian patrol crait were destroyed and
four others were damaged and immobilized. One boat,
suspected of having some U. S. captives aboard, succesded
in reaching Kompong Som after efforts to turn it around
without injury to the passengers failed.

Our continued obj=ctive in this operation was tha rescue
of the captursd Z-erican crew along with the rstaking of
the ship Mayagu=2z. For that purpose, I ordesrad late this
afternoon an assault by United States Marines on the island

of Koh Tang to s=z2 *cn out and rescue such Americans as
might still be h=2id there, and I ordered retaking of the
Mayaguez by other marines boarding from the destroyer
escort HOLT. In addition to continued fighter and gunship
coverage of the Koh Tang area, these marine activities
were supported by tactical aircraft from the CORAL SEA,
striking the military airfield at Ream and other military
targets in the area of Kompong Som in order to prevent
reinforcement or support from the mainland of the

Cambodian forces detaining the American vessel and crew.

At approximately 9:00 P.M. EDT on 14 May, the Mayaguez was
retaken by United States forces. At approximately 11:30
P.M., the entire crew of the Mayaguez was taken aboard the

WILSON. U. S. forces have begun the prOCQSa of dlsengage-
ment and w1thdrawal

This operation was orxdered and conducted pursuant to the
President's constitutional Executive power and his

authority as Conmander in-Chief of the United States Armed
Forces. : -

Sincerely,

The Honorable James 0. Eastland
President Pro4Tempore of the Senate
United States Senate -

Washington, D. C.‘ 20510

eb



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTORN

May 15, 1975

Dezar Mr. S»neakar:

On 12 May 197°

1973, X 5 advised that the SS Mayaguez, a
merchant vessal oI United States registry enroute from
Hong Kong to Thailand with a U. S. citizen crew, was

a

naval patrol bo

international wat in the vicinity of Poulo Wai Island.
The seized vess=2l was then forced to proceed to Koh Tang
Island where it was required to anchor. This hostile
act was in clear violation of international law.

fired upon, stopped
ats
e

In view of this illegal and dangerous act, I ordered, as
vou have been previously advised, United States military
forces to conduct the necessary reconnaissance and to be
ready to respond if diplomatic efforts to secure the
return of the vessel and its personnel were not success-—
ful. Two United States reconnaissance aircraft in the
course of locating the Mavaguesez sustained minimal damaga
from small firearms. Appropriate demands for the return
of the Mayaguez and its crew were made, both publicly

and privately, without success.

In accordance with my desire that the Congress be informad
on this matter and taking note of Section 4{(a) {1} of the
War Powers Resolution, I wish to report to you that at
about 6:20 A.M., 13 May, pursuant to my instructions to
prevent the movement of the Mayaguez into a mainland vort,
U. S. aircraft fired warning shots across the bow of the
ship and gave visual signals to small craft approaching.
the ship. Subsequently, in order to stabilize the
situation and in an attempt to preclude removal of the
American crew of the Mayaguez to the mainland, where their.
rescus would be more difficult, I directed the United
States Armed Eorces to isolate the island and interdict
any movement bétween the ship or the island and the main-
land, and to prevent movemant of the ship itself, while
still taking all possible care to prevent loss of life or
injury to the U. "§z captives. During the evening of

13 May, a Cambodian patrol boat attempting to leave the

Gy “FORS
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island disregarded aircraft warnings and was sunk. Thzare-
after, two other Cambodian patrol craft were destroyed and
four othsérs were damacged and immobilizzd. Cne boat,
susoacted of having some U. S. captives aboard, succe=aded
in reacalng Roﬂnou, Som after efforts to turn it around
without injury to the passengers failed.

Cur continued obischive in this operaticn was tha rescus

oif the capiursd 2zarican craw along with Tha rataking of
the ship HMavaguaz. .For that purpose, I ordsrad late tnis
afternocon an assauli by United States Marinss on the island
of Koh Tang to s=

axrc h out and rescue such Amaricans as
might still be hald there, and I ordered retaking of the
Mayagusz by oth2r marines boarding from the destroyer
escort HOLT. 1In addition to continued fighter and gunship
coverage of the RKoh Tang area, these marins activities
were supported by tactical aircraft from the CORAL SEA,
striking the military airfield at Ream and other military
targets in the area of Kompong Som in ordsr to prevent
reinforcemant or support from the mainland of the
Cambodian forces detaining the Amarlcan vessal and crew.

At apprOXLmaLely.9:OO P.M. EDT on 14 May, the Mayaguez was
retaken by United States forces. At approximately 11:30
P.M., the entire crew of the Mayaguez was taken aboard

the WILSON. U. S. forces have bagun the process of digen-
gagement and withdrawal.

Tnls operation was ordered and conducted pursuant to the

~ President's constitutional Executive power and his
~authority as Command@r~ln~Cn1ef of the United States
Armed Forces.

Sincerely,

The Honorablej
The Speaker 79
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D. -y




May 16, 1975

Chronology of Events of the Mavyaguez Incident

MONDAY, MAY 12, 1975

The following events took place in the early morning hours between
3:18 a.m. and 7:40 a.m.

1 Mr. John Neal of theDelta Exploration Col. in Jakarta, Indonesia
received a Mayday call from the Mayaguez, Message stated '"Have
been fired upon and boarded by Cambodian armed forces at 9 degrees
48 minutes north/102 degrees 53 minutes east. Ship is being towed
to unknown Cambodian port, "

(2)  Mr. Neal gave up trying to reach the ship and informed the
U.S. Embassy of the incident.

(3) U. S. Embassy in Jakarta informed Washington of the incident.,

(4) General Scowcroft briefed the President.

7:35 a.m. » The President to the Oval Office,

'?:40 a.m. ' .General Scowcroft to the Oval Office.

8:00 a.m. Genei‘al Scowcroft out. | |

9:23 a.m. ‘ Secretary Kissinger to the Oval Office.

9:30 a.m. General Scowcroft to the Oval Office,

10:35 a.m. Secretary Kissinger and General Scowcroft out,
12:05 p.m. The President to the Cabinet Room for NSC Meeting.

At this NSC meeting, the President asked for more
information on forces available, location of the
ship and diplomatic initiatives.

1:50 p.m. Press briefing and statement.




MONDAY, MAY 12, 1975 (cont. )

7:08 p.m. The President to the Residence.

9:16 p.m. -Using reconnaissance aircraft made a positive
identification of the ship and observed it being
escorted by Cambodian gunboats., The aircraft
was fired at and hit, sustaining minor damage.

10:29 p.m. PHONE CALL: Incoming call from General Scowcroft.

10:32 p.m. PHONE CALL terminated.

TUESDAY, MAY 13, 1975

2:21 a.m. PHONE CALL: Incoming from General Scowcroft,

2:23 a.m. PHONE CALL terminated.

6:52 a.m. PHONE CALL: Incorhing from Secretary Schlesinger,
6:54 a.m, Press briefing and statement.

7:00 a.m. ‘ PHONE CALLrter?nina’ted fz;om’Secretary Schlesinger. :
7:03 a.m. " PHONE CALL: Incoming from Secretary Schlesinger.
7:06 a,m, PHONE CALL terminated.

7:42 a.m, The President to the Oval Office. )
7:45 a.m., General Scowcroft to the Oval Office.

8:08 a,m. General Scowcroft out.

9:53 a.m. Press briefing and statement.

~
A%
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TUESDAY, MAY 13, 1975 (cont. )

10:22 a.m. The President to the Cabinet Room for NSC Meeting.
: Out of that the President orders that the boats
between the island and the mainland as well as
between the ship and the mainland be intercepted
with minimal force,

11:17 a.m. The President returns to the Oval Office.

12:15 p.m. Press briefing and statement.

12:46 p.m, PI:IONE CALL: Outgoing to Secretary Kissingef in
- Kansas City, Missouri.

12:53 p..:m. PHONE CALL terminated,

1:26 p.m. PHONE CALL: Incoming from Secretary Schlesinger.

1:34 p.m. PHONE CALL terminated.

1:53 p.m. General Scowcroft to the Oval Office.

kZ:OO p’.rnl.. .. General Scowéréff: out.

6:11 p. m, . PHONE CALL with SeAc;retar‘y Schlesinger,

6:14 p.m. PHONE CALL terminated.

7:08 p.m. The President to the Residence,

8:10 p.m. PHONE CALIL: Incoming from General Scowcroft.

8:12 p.m. '~ PHONE CALL terminated.

Approx. .~ 8:30 p.m. Sinking of Cambodian patrol craft,

9:41 p.mu. PHONE CA LL: AInccming from General Scowcroft.

9:51 p.m. PHONE CALL terminated,

9:59 p.m. The President returned to the Oval Office.




TUESDAY, MAY 13, 1975 (cont,)

-10:30 p.m.

NSC Meeting. Out of this the President orders
the military forces that might be used to be placed
on a one hour alert,

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 1975

12:25 a. m.
12:35 a.m.
7:40 a,m,
7:44 a,m.
8:05 a.m.
9:35 a. m.
9:40 a, m.
10:15 a. m.
10:33 a.m.
10:37 a.m.
11:50 a.m.
12:13 p.m.
i2:19 P. 11,
3:52 p.m.

4:45 p,m.

The President to the Oval Office.
Th.e President in the Residence.

The President to the Oval Office.
General Scowcroft to the Oval Office.
The above out.

Secretary Kissinger to the Oval Office.

General Scowcroft to the Oval Office.

The above out.

Secretary Kissinger to the Oval Office

Secretary Kissinger out.

Press briefing and statement.

Secretary Kissinger to the Oval Office.

Secretary Kissinger out.

The President to the Cabinet Room for NSC Meeting.
Orders are issued, emanat;ﬁ"g from an NSC meeting,

to begin the military operations for the recovery
of the S5 Mayaguez and crew,




WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 1975 (cont. )

[$2 00§

:20 p.m.
5:42 p.m.
5:45 p.m.

6:03 p.m.

6:09 p.m.

6:11 p. m.

6:40 p.m.

o

:58 p.m.
:22 p.m.

~J

~J

:07 p.m.
126 p.m.

~J

7:09 p.m.

7:20 p.m.
7:47 p.m.

7:47 p.m.

7:49 p.m,

- 7:49 p.m.

:14 p.m. to

to

to

U.S. assault forces take off from stations.

The President to the Oval Office.

JCS orders to the Pacific Command.
Instruction issued by CINCPAC Headquarters
for supporting strikes on selected targets near
Kom Pong Som.

Secretary Kissinger to the Oval Office,

Secretary Kissinger out.

The President to the Cabinet Room for Bipartisan
Leadership Meeting.

Marine assault force arrives at USS Holt and is
taken on board.

Phnom Penh domestic radio seI_'vice carries a
broadcast in Cambodian that states that the Cambodian
Government will order the Mayaguez to withdraw

" from Cambodian territorial waters. No mention

of release of crew,

Assault force arrives at Koh Tang Island and
receives fire.

First Helo approaches Koh Tang Island.
The President to the Oval Office.

General Scowcroft and Senator Stennis to the
Oval Office. ~

The above out.

The President to the residence.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 1975 (cont.)

8:06 p.m.

8:15 p.m.

8:20 p.m.

8:23 p.m.
8:29 p.m

8:30 p.m.
9:05 p.m.

8:30 p.1m,
8:37 p.m.
8:41 p, m.

8:45 p.m,

8:50 p.m.,
8:52 p.m.
8:55 p.m.
8:57 p.m,
8:57 p.m.

9:01 p.m.

9:15 p.m. .

9:30 p.m.

to

The Cambodian broadcast, monitored by the
Foreign Broadcast Information Service and |
translated into English, was carried on the FBIS wire.

The FBIS wire report is delivered to Secretary
Kissinger, who immediately informs the President,

USS Holt came alongside SS Mayaguez.

The President to the Red Room.

PHONE CALL: Incoming from Secretary Kissinger.
Marines from the USS Holt board and take control
of the SS Mayaguez. They find evidence that the
vessel had been occupied until just before their
arrival.,

Press briefing and statement.

PHONE CALL with Secretary Kissinger terminates.

. The President to the State Dining Room.

Support aircraft begin passes over targets -
at military installations near Kom Pong Som.

PHONE CALIL: Incoming from Secretary Kissinger.

PHONE CALL terminated,

PHONE CALIL with Senator Mansfield,

Q
/<
1L
VT
>,

PHONE CALL terminated.

PHONE CALL: Incoming from Secretary K’isa‘in/g/er.
PHONE CALL terminated.

Statement by Ron Nessen and Message to Cambodian
Authorities regarding SS Mavyaguez.

After thorough search of the ship, Marines raised
American flag over Mayaguez.



WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 1975 (cont.)

10:10 p.m. The President to the Red Room.

10:23 p.m. A boat was reported near Koh Tang Island flying
a white flag.

10:45 p.m. USS Wilson observed small boat approaching.

10:57 p. m. Aircraft from USS Coral Sea struck Ream Airfield. -
11:00 p.m.  The President to the Oval Office.

11:03 p.'m. - Sec;'ei;ary Kissmgez; to the Oval Office.; ) *
11:05 p.m. General Scowcroft and Mr. McFarland to the |

Oval Office.
11:06 p.m. Mr. Rumsfeld to the Oval Office.
11:07 p.m. The USS Wilson takes aboard the occupants of

that boat. The occupants were determined to be
the entire crew of the SS Mayaguez. ‘

11:08 p.m, PHO’NE CALL: Incoming from Secretary Schlesinger,
11:10 p.m. PHONE CALL terminated. -

11:11. P. M. PHONE CALL: Incoming from the Vice President.
11:13 p.m. "PHONE CALL terminé“ted.

11:13 p, m. USS Wilson reports entire Mayaguezcrew on .. -
small boat.

11:15 p.m. PHONE CALL: Incoming from Secretary Schlesinger.

11:16 p.m. The order was given to cease all offensive operation
and begin to withdraw, The Commander of the for ces
on the island requests additional ground forces to
provide security for a successful withdrawal.




WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 1975 (cont. )

11:18 p.m.
11:27 p.m.
11:29 p.m.

11:30 p.m.

11:44 p. m.

11:44 p. m.

11:56 p.m.

11:46 p. m.

11:49 p.m.

11:50 p. m.

11:50 p.m.

11:51 p.m.

THURSDAY, MAY 15,

PHONE CALL with Secretary Schlesinger terminated,
General Scowcroft out,
All out.

The President to the Residence to change clothes
for statement to the Press.

The President to the Oval Office,

PHONE CALL: Oﬁtgoiﬁg to Sécre{ary Schiesinger.
PHONE CALL terminated,

Messrs., Rumsfeld and Nessen to the Oval Office,

Secretary Kissinger and General Scowcroft to the
Oval Office. "

er. Marsh to fhe Oval Office.

Second strike from Coral Sea hit POL tanks in Kom
Pong Som area near port facilities,

Mr. Hartmann to the Owval Office,

1975

12:14 a. m.
12:14 a.m.
| 12:15 a.m.
12:18 a. m.
12:20 a. m.
12:20 a.m.

12:23 a.m.

PHONE CALL: Outgoing to Congressman Rhodes, talked.

General Scowcroft out.

Mr, Marsh out.

~
.

General Scowcroft to the Oval Office.

Mr. Marsh to the Oval Office.
PHONE CALL: Outgoing to Senator Scott, talked.

PHO NE CALL: Outgoing to Senator Case, no answer,
did not talk.



THURSDAY, MAY 15, 1975 (cont. )

12:25 a.m.

12:27 a.m.

12:30 a. m..

- 12:31 a.m.

12:33 a.m.

12:35 a, m.

12:45 a.m.

3:30 a.m.

4:40 a,m.
7:13 a.m.
7:45 a,m.
7:45 a.m.
8:11 a. m.
9:10 a.m.
9:50 a, m.
10:20 a,.m.

11:58 a.m.,

The Mayaguez crew is returned to its vessel,
Statement by President on SS Mayaguez.

President in the West Wing Press Room for
statement,

The President to the Oval Office.

The President to the Residence.

PHONE CALL: Incoming from Secretary Schlesinger,

talked.
News Conference by ‘Ron Nessen on Mas%aguez.

Secretary of Defense Schlesinger issue s statement
and briefed the press.

SS Mayaguez underway under her own power,

Helo rescured 25 Marines and L Aircrew from beach.
The President to the Oval Office

Gener;'al Scowcroft to the Oval Office.

General Scowcroft out.

Las‘!: Helo off Koh Tang to the qual Sea.

Secretary Kissinger to the Oval Office,

The abové out.

Press briefing and statement.
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MEMORANDUM FOR LICUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT
TEE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Chronology on the Hayaguez
Incident

The cffices of Senator Nelson and Congressman
Zablocki have reguested that the State Deparitment
provide them a chronology of the Mayaguez incident.
Attached is a chronology of State Department ac-
tions. We understand that it will be used to pre~
pare an integrated report with contributions by
other agencies to furnish to the Congress.

George 8. Springsteen
Executive Secretary

Attachment:

Chronology

Drafted:EA/LC:JBroh~Xahn:dtm
%23133:5/30/75
Clearances BEA -~ Mr. Zurhellen

L - Mr. Leigh
H ~ Mr. Goldberg
D -~ HMr. Duenling
8 -~ Mr. Egan
P - Mr. Hartinez
S/S = Mr. Ealum
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FOR RELEASE TO CONGRESS ot

CHRONOLOGY

State Department Participation in the Mayvaguez Affair

- Monday, Hay 12

0515

0600~
0800

1300

1431

1630

1800

2000

Tuesday, May

Department informed of seizure of ship.

Senior officers of the Depart-ent were alerted
and the matter was discussea at the Secretary's
staff meeting.

Following a National Security Council reeting,
attended by the Deputy Secretary, the Depaxt-~
ment regquested that the Chief of the People's
Republic of China Liaison Office call on the
Deputy Secretary.

The Secretary éeparted for St. Louis,.

The PRCLO Chief refused to accept a message
from the Acting Scecretary to pass to the Cam-
bodian authorities demanding the return of the
Maveguez and its crew.

Senior legal officers in the Department, White
House and Defense Department discussed possible
need for report by President under War Powers
Resolution.

The Department sent a message to our Liaison
Office in Peking reporting the refusal of the

PRCLO to accept a message here and instructing

our Liaison Office to deliver a message to the
Cambodian Embassy and Chinese Ministry of For-
eign Affairs. The message requested that they
pass a message to the authorities in Phnom Penh
demanding the return of the Mayaguez and its
crew.

13

0100

The USLO in Peking reported that the messages
had been delivered.

During the Kennedy Subkcommittee hearing on



1200

1300

Vietnamese refugees, when Senator Kennedy ex-
pressed the hope that appropriate committees

- of Congress would be informed about diplomatic

efforts on the Mayaguez, a Department official
responded that he was sure that this could be
done. : , -

Instructions were given in the Department to
prepare messages to the US Mission at the UN
to instruct it to deliver letters to the UR
Secretary General and Security Council. (See
below under May 14 1230 and 2215.)

The Department informed the Minister of the
Japanese Embassy, Washington, that the US was
moving one battalion of marines from Okinawa
to an undisclosed destination.

Wednesday, May 14

0330

0715

0845

1015

1230

-,

The Embassy in Tokyo reqguested the Departmesnt
to confirm, if asked, the statement that the
Japanese government planned to make that our
actions connected with the Mavagucez coperaticn
éid not violate understandings with the Japan-
ese. :

The Liaison Cffice in Peking reported that the
PRC had stated that it was not in a position
to pass our message to the Cambodian authori-
ties and was therefore returning it.

The Embassy in Bangkok reported the text of
a Thai aide memoire cbijecting to any US ac-
tion which would involve Thailand in the Maya-
guez incident, T

The Embassy in Bangkok reported that the Chargé
notified the Thai Prime Minister of the arrival
of marines in Thailand. He was told that they
must leave immediately. -
The Department telephoned the US Mission at

the UN, instructing it to deliver a letter to
the Secretary General requesting his assistance
to obtain the release of the Mayaguez through




a2y

diplomatic channels and reserving the right of
self-defense in accordance with Article 51 of
the Ul Charter. .

1300 The Departwent sent a message instructing the
Mission at the UN alcng the above lines.

.

1300 The letter was delivered to the Secretary
General.
. 1400 The Misgion to the UN informed the Department

that the Secretary General promised to contact
the Cambodian authorities. ‘

1500~ Department officials briefed members of the

1700 House International Relations Committee,
Senate Foreign Relations Committee and House
Armed Services Committee.

1800 - Following an NSC meeting, instructions were
given in the Department that, as soon as the
Defense Department reported that military ac-
tion had begun to obtain the release of the
Mavagquez and its crew, the Department should
take the lowing acticns:

Lk

¢

b

[ TR SN
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1. Send a message to 21l diplomatic posts to
inform other governments cof the US decision to
take military acticn to secure the release of
the Mayaguzaz and its crew;

2. Have senior officials inform key embassies
in Washington of this action. -

13830 aAfter being informed -by the Defense Department
of the beginning of the operation, senior of-
ficials in the Department began calling key
embassies.

2000 The US Mission at the UN reported the Secre-
| tary General's written reply to the letter f£rom
“the US Missicon. Earlier, at 1%00, the Secre-
» tary General's spokesman at the UN told the
press that he was making all possible efforts
to achieve a solution to the problem by peace-
ful means. For this purpose, he had communicated




with the US and Cambodian governmants, cf{fered
then his good offices, and appealed to them to
refrain from further acts of force to facili-
tate a peaceful settlenent.

2004 The Department was notified of a Phnom Penh
rcadcast announcing the decision to release
the Mavaguez and senior officials were immed-
iately informed.

2215 The Department instructed the US Mission to

deliver a message to the President of the UN
Security Council on US actions to secure the
releage of the Mayaquez and its crew under
Article 51 of the UN Charter.

2250 The Liaison Office in Peking reported that the
message to the ‘Cambodian embassy had been re- -
turned.

2330 The US Mission to the UN reported that the Se-

curity Council had autherized distribution of
the letter from the US Mission.

. Thursday, May 15

0030 The Department instructed all posts to inform
host governments of the circumstances surround-
ing the President's decisions ulth regard to
the seizure of the Mayaguez.

0300 A message was sent to our Embassy in Bangkok -
informing it -that we were using Thai bases for
the HMavaguez operation and instructing the
Embassy to tell the Thai that we would remove
the marines from Thailand when the coperation
was completed.




Janusry i4, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: BILL SEIDMAN

FROM: JACK MARSH

SUBJECT:

The Presideat would very mach like to have the log described -
in the attached. He would like for you to follow-up, and i you
could obtain the log and present it to him, he would be very
gratefal.

m’ thanks.

JOoM/dl




BT RJIR JAN 19 1976

R.J.Reynolds Industries, inc.
Winston-Salem, N. C. 27102

J.Paul Sticht
President December 22, 1975

Honorable William Seidman
Assistant to The President
for Economic Affairs

The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bill:

Rather than try to reach you on the telephone this
busy season I thought this note would take care of
the two questions that I had to raise.

At the time we gave the President the Mayaguez wheel,
some mention was made about his receiving copies of
Captain Miller's entries in the Mayaguez log, as well
as charts, etc, We have been able to get copies made
(Captain Miller made them himself) and I was wondering
what the President's wishes might be about them --
would he still be interested in receiving copies, and
what procedure should we take if he does?

The second question has to do with contributiogps to
the President's reelection campaign. Now that Dave
Packard has been replaced, what group in Washington,
if any, is the most appropriate to receive voluntary
contributions, or should we look to a North Carclina
organization? '

i will be guided by your suggestions in these matters.,

A1l the best for the holidays.

Sincerely,






