
















FOR IMMEIDATE RELEASE MAY 12, 1975 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 
-------------------------------------------------------------------

· THE WHITE HOUSE 

·STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY 

We have been informed that a Cambodian naval vessel has seized 
an American merchant ship on the high seas and forced it to the 
port of Kompong Som. The President has met with the NSC. He 
considers this seizure an act of piracy. He has instructed the 
State Department to demand the immediate release of the ship. 
Failure to do so would have the most serious consequences . 
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May 13, 1975 

Office of lhc White House Press Secretary 

----------------------------------------------------------------------
NOTICE TO TIIE PRESS 

The following information was made availableat 3p.m.today at the Pentagon: 

MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS: MAY 13, 1975 

The following Notice to Mariners (#NR45) was issued by .the Defense 
Mapping Agency Hydrographic Center at 7:15 p.m. EDT, May 12: 

"Special Warning: Shipping is advised until further notice to remain more 
than 35 nautical miles off the coast of Cambodia and more than 20 nautical 
miles off the coast of Vietnam including off lying islands. Recent incidents 
have been reported of firing on, stopping and detention of ships within 
waters claimed by Cambodia, particularly in vicinity of Poulo Wai Island. 
This warning in no way should be construed as United States recognition of 
Cambodian or Vietnamese territorial sea claims or as derogation of the 
right of innocent passage for United States flag vessels, or derogation of the 
freedom of the high seas. 11 

# # # 
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'l"'GP SJ:CRET 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 13, 1975 

ME~;IOR.A.NDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN 

FROM: JACK MARSH 

Summary of the NSC Meeting 

At the NSC Meeting there was a discussion of the seizure of the American 
ship which has not been taken into port on the mainland but is being held 
at an off-shore island approximately 30 miles at sea. She has one anchor 
down and one anchor up with some heat from the boiler and it is improbable 
that the Cambodians can sail her. She has one tug and one high speed motor 
beside her. 

Some people, probably crew members, have been taken off and moved to the 
island. It is believed that probably some crew members remain on the ship 
which is being kept under Air Force surveillance. 

The President was advised by General Jones that orders had been issued not 
to allow the ship to move to port and to take such steps to prevent that short 
of sinking her. 

Anticipated Actions are: 

1. nearby air passes to frighten. 

2. damage by gunfire to the controls at the stern. 

3. if taken in tow, attack the tug. 

At about 11:30 a.m., the President issued instructions that U.S. forces would 
interdict all craft moving to and from the island immediately in order to 
prevent the Americans from being taken to the mainland. General Jones 
indicated they would try to use search lights and flares from P-3 aircraft to 
identify boat targets for the purpose of avoiding attack on small craft carrying 
Americans. 
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The following actions are being comtemplated (Washington time) 

1. At 7:00 p.m. this evening there could be a helicopter assault by U.S. 
Marines on the ship . 

2. At 6 a.m. Wednesday morning, the destroyer HOLT will arrive on the 
scene ar:.d be able to prevent movement of the vessel as well as augr:1ent 
t.~e Ma.ri:J..::s i£ the assault t:a.kes place. 

3. At 7:00 p.m. Wednesday it is anticipated that if the crewmen have not 
been retu:rr.ed or the ship has not been returned, the landing forces 
of 1, 000 Marines will assault the island to free the Americans. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

4. Thursday, 3:00 a.m. the U .5. CORAL SEA should arrive on the scene. 

5. Friday, 4: 00 a.m. , the U.S. HANCOCK should arrive on t.."l.e scene. 

All of the above times are estimated Eastern Daylight Savings Time, Washington, 
D.C. 

It is ad.'nitted that Cambodia can and may sink the vessel at any time. The 
number of Americans on the ship or on the island is uncertain. 
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~ . - - . -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The meeting adjourned to be recalled shortly this same day for the purpose of 
deciding upon options to pursue. At the present time, the most immediate action 
is :a. helicopter assault at 7:00 p.m. this evening which is considered to be a high 
risk operation inasmuch as the containers on the deck are not believed to be 
sufficiently strong to support a helicopter landing. • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • • • • • • • • • • • 

. . • . • . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The landing will be achieved .. oy ... A 

rappelling forces from the helicopter. 
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that most or all of its ;::rew has been transferred to tee isla!ld. Th.e 

ship is being kep;: u..:lder surveillance by U.S. re:::o:::!laissa.J:.ce air:::ra..:t. 

As a preca....:.tio.o.a.ry measure, several U.S. Navy combat · .. ~essels 

have been ordered to proceed to the general area o£ Koh. T a.c.g 

The U.S. has :requested tbat Pb.n.om Penh authorities ha•re tl-:.e shlp 

released i=:.:nediately . . '\V e have, so far, recei 1,-ed no reply-. 

· An N"SC ~-~eting was coc.vened this mornb.g • 

.. • 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 13, 1975 

JOHN MARSH 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF 

VERNLOENVV 

Congressional calls on Cambodian 
seizure of the merchant ship MAYAGUEZ 



MEMBER: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

CONTACT: 

COMMENTS: 

Rep. John Rhodes (R-Ariz.) 

5/13/75 

5:50 p.m. 

Office of Rep. Bob Wilson, (R-Calif) (SOS Club) 

Vern Loen spoke with Rep. Rhodes 

Rhodes: "Are marines being sent in?" 
Loen: "I have no such information." 
Rhodes and Wilson: "Thanks for the report." 



MEMBER: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

CONTACT: 

COMMENTS: 

Rep. George Mahon (D-Texas) 

5/13/75 

6:05p.m. 

Reached at his office 

Vern Loen spoke with Rep. Mahon 

"Good. I think he should do that. I 
appreciate this report very much. 11 



MEMBER: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

CONTACT: 

COMMENTS: 

Rep. William Broomfield (R-Mich.) 

5/13/75 

5:55p.m. 

Reached at his office by Vern Loen 

Vern Loen spoke with Rep. Broomfield 

11Good, good. I'm all for it. Thanks for 
the report. 11 



MEMBER: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

CONTACT: 

COMMENTS: 

Rep. Mel Price 

May 13, 1975 

5:50 p.m. 

Washington, D. C. in office 

Douglas P. Bennett personally spoke with Mr. Price 

Fine, thank you. 



MEMBER: Rep. John McFall 

DATE: May: 13, 1975 

TIME: 11:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Washington, D. C. at home 

CONTACT: Douglas P. Bennett spoke personally with Mr. McFall 

COMMENTS: The President should keep going. He's doing the 
right thing. Fine, thank you. 



MEMBER: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

CONTACT: 

COMMENTS: 

Rep. El Cederberg 

May 13, 1975 

5:55p.m. 

Washington, D. C. in office 

Douglas P. Bennett spoke personally with Mr. Cederberg 

Can•t allow it to happen ••. we must do what it takes 
to get the ship back ... otherwise we may as well put 
the Navy in mothballs. Thank you. 



MEMBER: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

CONTACT: 

COMMENTS: 

Rep. Bob Michel 

Tuesday, May 13, 1975 

5:59 p.m. 

Congressional District Office, Washington, D. C. 

Charles Leppert spoke with Member personally 

"That's good. Do we know where the crew is? 11 

Yes, there is reason to believe that most or all 
of the crew has been transferred to the nearby 
island. 

That's the least we can do. I'm for doing more. 
We can't let these birds horse us around. 



MEMBER: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

CONTACT: 

COMMENTS: 

Rep. Thomas E. "Doc" Morgan 

Tuesday, May 13, 1975 

6:08p.m. 

At. Rep. Wayne Hay's party on Capitol Hill 

Charles Leppert talked to the Member personally. 

11No. That's exactly what I think he should have 
done.'' 



MEMBER: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

CONTACT: 

COMMENTS: 

Rep. Thomas P. 11Tip11 O'Neill 

Tuesday, May 13, 1975 

6:14p.m. 

Majority Leader's office, Washington, D. C. 

Charles Leppert spoke personally with the Member. 

'Where is the ship? 
About 20 miles outside the port of Kompong Som. 
11Where 1 s the crew? 11 

There is reason to believe that most or all of the 
crew has been transferred to the nearby island. 
"Do we have ships there? 11 

I believe there have been news reports on the 
radio that we have ships steaming there.'' 
"Those bastards, we can't let them get away with 
this. They'll harass us forever. 11 




