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The President wanted me to advise you of the following: 

In response to the appeals from the Government of the 

Republic of Viet-Nam and because of the extremely grave nature 

of the circmnstances involving the lives of hundreds of thousands 

of refugees, the United States is taking the following action: 

1. The President has ordered U. S. participation in a naval 

evacuation effort off the coast of Viet-Nam to assist in the transport 

of refugees. 

2. Our participation in the refugee evacuation is part of an 

international humanitarian relief effort. At this point a number of 

countries, including Australia, the United Kingdom, the Republic 

of China and the Republic of the Philippines are also expected to 

participate. 

3. United States naval vessels, principally consisting of 

transport ships, will enter Viet-Nam waters in order to pick up 

refugees being ferried out from the coast. I am advised, however, 

our vessels will stand off shore, and not participate in hostilities. 

4. Under the present plan a group of four transport vessels will 

leave their Pacific bases for Vietnam waters to undertake this task. 

The steaming time for the closest vessel is estimated to be a day 

and a half, I am informed. 
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Message to Co\.6 res s ional Leaders, including Chairman and R2.nkir:g 
Minority 1\·1ember:'l 

The President wanted me to advise you of the following: 

In response to the appeals from the Government of the 

Republic of Viet-Nam and because of the extremely grave n2.ture 

of the circumstances involving the lives o£ hu..Ttdreds of thousands 

of refugees, the United States is taking the following action: 

1. The President has ordered U. S. participation in a naval 

evacuation effort off the coast of Viet-Nam to assist in the transport 

of refugees. 

2. Our participation in the refugee evacuation is part of an 

interna,tional humanitarian relief effort. At this point a nu:r:nber of 

countries, including Australia, the United Kingdom, the Republic 

of China and the Republic of the Philippines are also expected to 

participate. 

3. United States naval vessels, principally consisting of 

transport ships, will enter Viet-Nam waters in order to pick up 

refugees being ferried out from th~ coast. I am advised, however, 

our vessels will stand off shore, and not participate in hostilities. 

4. Under the present plan a group of four transport vessels will 

leave their Pacific bases for Vietnam waters to undertake this task. 

The steaming time for the closest vessel is estimated to be a day 

and a half, I am informed. 

I si John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 



Second Draft 

In response to the appeals from the Government of the 

Republic of Viet-Nam and because of the extremely grave nature 

of the circumstances involving the lives of hundreds of thousands 

'of refugees, the United States is taking the following action: 

1. The President has ordered u.s. participation in a naval 

evacuation effort off the coast of Viet-Nam to assist in the 

transport of refugees. 

2. The President wishes the Congress to be fully informed of 

what we are doing. 

3. Our participation in the refugee evacuation is part of an 

international humanitarian relief effort. At this point a 

nurcober of countries, including Australia, tht? United Kingdom: 

the Republic o~ China and the Republic of the Philippines are 

also participating. 

4. United States naval vessels, principally consisting of 

transport ships, \'Till enter Viet-Nam waters in order to pick up 

refugees being ferried out from the coast. However our vessels 

will not enter combat areas or participate in any hostilities. 

5. A group of transport vessels are leaving the naval 

base in the Philippines for Viet-Nam waters to take up this task. 

Responses to Further Questions 

Q: Is this consultation under the War Powers 

A: Section 3 of the resolution requires consultation only when 

Unit.ed States forces are to be introduced into hostilities 
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or circumstances where hostilities are imminent. That is 

not the case here. ~owever, we are informing the Congress 

of our actions in accordance with the general spirit of the 

War Powers Resolution. Thi~ is a humanitarian effort in 

which involvement in hostilities will be avoided. 

Q: Will the ships fire back if fired upon? 

A: No, if there is any serious risk from hostile fire, they 

will withdraw. 

Q: Does our action violate the statute prohibiting United States 

military forces in Indochina since August 1973? 

A: No. The statute prohibiting U.S. military forces in Indo­

china is designed to prevent u.s. involvement in hostilities. 

u.s. military pc~·sonnel engaged in this hu.uanitarian :;:-elief 

operation will not be involved in hostilities. 

Q: Does the United States action viol.ate the 1973 Agreement on 

ending the war and restoring peace in Viet-Nam? 

A: Where refugees have been forced to flee by North Vietnamese 

forces, whose actions constitute a massive violation, we are 

not bound to refrain from humanitarian efforts to assist 

those refugees. 

----



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Sat Mar 29, 1975 

Notification of Senators regarding use of Navy off Coast of South Vietnam. 

Senator Eastland: Pleased President has done this . 

Manafield: (cabled to Mexico) 

Byrd (W. Va. ) : Thinks President is doing right thing. 

Scott: {Pa) Cabled to Europe 

Griffin: Cabled to Mexico 

Stennis: Very good move . We have obligation. 

Thurmond: Agrees with ACtion 

Sparkman: Thinks this is a good move. 

Cawe: Said o. K. 

McClellan: Not available 

Young: Said "Fine". 

Note: All Senator were reached late afternoon, Mar 29, 1975 

.. • 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 31, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE 

Pursuant to instructions from Jack Marsh the following 
Members of the Senate and House leadership were notified 
by the House and Senate Legislative Affairs staff regarding 
the U.S. military role in evacuating refugees in Viet Nam. 
Attached is a copy of the cable which was sent to Members 
of the above list who were abroad. The others were contacted 
by telephone. 

Eastland - Miss. 
Mansfield - Mexico (Cabled) 
Scott - Europe (Cabled) 
Byrd - w. va. 
Griffin - Mexico (Cabled) 
Stennis - Miss. 
Thurmond - S.C. 
Sparkman - Ala. 
Case -N.J. 
McClellan - Ark. 
Young - N.D. 
Speaker - China (Cabled) 
Rhodes - China (Cabled) 
O'Neill - Middle East (Cabled) 
McFall - Calif. 
Morgan - Pa. 
Broomfield - Mich. 
Price - Athens (Cabled) 
Wilson - Athens (Cabled) 
Mahon - Tex. 
Cederberg - Mich. 
Michel - Ill. 
Anderson - Athens (Cabled) 
J. Edwards -Ala. 

,R~J(P/~ 
Robert K Wolthuis 



The President wanted me to advise you of the following: 

In response to the appeals from the Government of the 
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Republic of Viet-Nam and because of the extremely grave nature 

of the circumstances involving the lives of hundreds of thousands 

of refugees, the United States is taking the following action: 

1. The President has ordered U. S. participation in a naval 

evacuation effort off the coast of Viet-Nam to assist in the transport 

of refugees. 

2. Our participation in the refugee evacuation is part o£ an 

international humanitarian relief effort. At this point a number of 

countries, including Australia, the United Kingdom, the Republic 

of China and the Republic of the Philippines are also expected to 

participate. 

3. United States naval vessels, principally consisting of 

transport ships. will enter Viet-Nam waters in order to pick up 

refugees being ferried out from the coast. I am advised, however~ 

our vessels will stand off shore, and not participate in hostilities. 

4. Under the present plan a group of four transport vessels will 

leave their Pacific bases for Vietnam waters to undertake .this task. 

The steaming time for the closest vessel is estimated to be a day 

and a half, I am informed. 



I 

I Second Draft 

In response to the appeals from the Government of tl1e 

Republic of Viet-Nam and because of the extremely grave nature 

of the circumstances involving the lives of hQndreds of thousands 

·of refugees, the United States is taking the following action: 

1. The President has ordered u.s. participation in a naval 

evacuation effort off the coast of Viet-Nam to assist in the 

transport of refugees. 

2. The President wishes the Congress to be fully informed of 

what we are doing. 

3. Our participation in the refugee evacuation is part of an 

international humanitarian relief effort. At this point a 

numl:1er of countries,. including Australia, the United Kingdom 1 

the Republic of China and the Republic of the Philippines are 

also participating. 

4. United States naval vessels, principally consisting of 

transport ships, will enter Viet-Nam waters in order to pick up 

refugees being ferried out from th~ coast. However our vessels 

will not enter combat areas or participate in any hostilities. 

5. P.. group of ____ transport vessels are leaving the naval 

base in the Philippines for Viet-Nam waters to take up this task. 

Responses to Further Questions 

Q: Is this consultation under the liar Powzrs Resolution?·· 

A: S-ection 3 of the resolution requires consultation only ~vhen 

United States forces are to be introduced into hostilities 
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or circumstances where hostilities are imminent. That is 

not the case here. However, we are informing the Congress 

of our actions in accordance with the ~eneral spirit of ~he 

War Powers Resolution. Th1s is a humanitarian effort in 

which involvement in hostilities will be avoided. 

Q: Will the ships fire back if fired upon? 

A: No, if there is any serious risk from hostile fire, they 

will withdraw. 

A: No. The statute prohibiting u.s. military forces in Indo-

china is designed to prevent U.S. involvement in hostilities. 

u.s. military personnel engaged in this humanitarian relief 

operation will not be involved in hostilities. 

Q: Does the United States action violate the 1973 Agreement on 

ending the war and restoring peace in Viet-Nam? 

A: Where refugees have been forced to flee by North Vietnamese 

forces, whose actions constitute a massive violation/ we are 

not bound to refrain from humanitarian efforts to assist 

those refugees. 
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