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N 2 7 1975 

.Jaa.ay · 27, 1975 

'1'hMk ,.... for JOQ1" letter of .Ia&~ 10, 1975 to 
PnaU•t hri &a ft1ch ,.. itn'ite Ua to appear .ta 
hptfcml ~. hw Jen.t - ~~ 1t76. 

At tla1a peiat, ware ••bla to eo.dt tiM 
Pnd&l•t to a Mheaale ao fu ia .a.-o. BowYu, 
!HI aa8ttrM tbat 1owr iaritaU.. wf.U be taka fato 
ceut4leratioa fH l•ton •ta.ftlJal• 

1 u.. u.a a ooatact w1tla efftctal• of tu 
Od~ed s.-.. foatal Serriee ~Sal ,._ r ..... t 
fH a COW ratratf.ft ac.a.p fer tba 1Nll.ooa ntald of 
J....,f.ene 11-bari. 1 .... taM tt - Mea 
nc.ifti aD4 ,_ ahou1AI -.r 4tftctl.J fna the hstal 
SUYtca is naana to thla -cter. 

Apia, tbeftk JCN fer 70V f.lwttattoa to the 
Pn&Uoat a4 'bat w1abu f• ,.u llc•teat•l tnJ•t• 

liaeenly, 

llcbar4 a. tabtat 
S,.Clal baiat&U co tlaa 

ee.nuor to the Pr .. f.clccle 

lfr. Martta A. a-
a...-. Paanoa & ~~-
59 Jlorth ln&cl Sttaot 
tl8eAaly • . ·- J..., 08096 

be: Gcmloa Meritton (P011tal Senice) 
~lfarah 

1111 lltchol.aon 

Jm./•jcl 

0 /) 
<' ,. 

.. 

Digitized from Box 69 of the John Marsh Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 15, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO: DICK LUKSTAT 

FROM: JACK MARSH%0f'1 

Dick, please give the attached matter appropriate handling. 
The section of the letter with regard to the commemorative 
stamp should be referred to the U. S. Postal Service, for. 
direct reply to Herman. As you know, the Postal Service 
gets literally thousand.sof stamp requests each year. 



., 

' . JAN 14 1975 
'."l ,:,. S :-; t :·..: G ·r 0:; 

- - ~ -.. - • 4 • • -. • • •• • --- . --- .. -· .. -· :..:.. - ·:-.: -. - - ··-

Date: January 13• 1975 

·:.-.. ::>-.. ..., -· . JACK MARSH 

Martin A. Herm~ti 2 Solicitor, Tow~ship of Deptford 

-· •. ,. ... ·c -~o- ·---~ ...... -~'"!"1..._. ...... - .. -.:-Lo --~"'-~~.-' d.l __ .:-, .• _,;:. · .... =-~ .a~-:;,~c;..:.r:: ·:;,. :;__;.:..- _ ... ..,.:...;.. =-::.JJ::'- ·..,;J .:...:..~· .. ·- - -
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MARTIN A. HERMAN 

W I LLIAM R . PEARSON 

LEO B. DUBL.ER 

LAW OFFICES 

HERMAN, PEARSON & DUBLER 

59 NORTH BROAD STREET 

WOODBURY. NEW JERSEY 08096 

January.· 10 , . 1975 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States of America 
White House 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20260 

Dear President Ford: 

609. 848-040 ' 

tl09-84!5·790 ' 

---PI&Jsap~&.a.7o J !!J.,II.._,N=O::_• _ 

f{C'flO~'.f 
T/D ______ _ 

SCHJ:DU!..E BD. ---
c:.1TE RECEIVED 

'"'Jl.N 13 1975 

I am pleased to enclose two Resolutions for your· consideration: 
first, · extending to you an invitation to appear in Deptford Township ,, 
Glbucester County, New Jersey on Janua~ 9, 1976, to participate in 
connnemoration . services for Jean:-Pi"erreiafidtard; secondly, to seek . 
your a~ :!:n · furtheri~&...!9--~...Sl!.lf~-~~·o:t_~ ... Ee~~t connnemor~~ .,~_this· 
event ~n the form ox an a~rma~l stamp. · · ~---..... ,.,.. .... --. · · 
----~-· __ _.. ........ ,~..-..... _. ____ ~ ~~'!',_ .... , .. ~~-~~~,..tt~~·· ... ~_,...,..,. 

. · Although I am sure that by this time you ·have received thou
sands of requests for personal appearances all over the United States 
for the Bicentennial· Year, ! ' believe that your appearance in Dept
ford Township would be of special significance in initiating the 
appropriate historical celebration of great events in our history. 
As noted, the flight of Jean-Pierre Blanchard had the full blessing 
of our first President of the United States, George Washington, and 
certainly the respect and admiration of a ·soon to be President, · · 
Thomas Jefferson (who, I believe, noted in correspondance to his 
daughter that if he had the use of such a device, he could be with 
her in five hours rather than five days). Great interest has . been 
shown by the Postal Authorities through the office of Jeanne O'Neill, 
Manager of Educational Programs (202-245-4082). 

We readily believe that your presence not only would be of 
the greatest honor to the citizens of our Township, but would do 
much homage to the event set in motion by our first President in 
furthering the cause of air travel, and encouraging the speedier 
delivery of our mail -- a goal we all hope will soon be achieved 
again . 



The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 2 January 10, 1975 

On behalf of us all, we seriously petition your kind 
presence in Deptford Township on January 9, 1976. 

Respectfully yours, 

f;'l!J1<C{( 
;.g//n A. Herman 
Solicitor, Township of Deptford 

MAH:kmw 

Enclosures 
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LAN OFFICES 

HERMAN. PE"ARSON. 
OUBLER & CRASS 

A Professional Aur...(~otion 

59 Nottn a,oocl Street 
""oodbury, ~"•w hrsey 08096 

R.32.75 

RESOLUTION INVITING THE HONORABLE GERALD R. FORD, 
,. PRES I DENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO .ATTEND 

CEREMONIES IN DEDICATION OF THE "FIRST 
AERIAL FLIGHT IN .AMERICA" 

WHEREAS in due recognition of the important historica: 

significance of Jean-Pierre Blanchard's balloon flight from the 

CITY OF PHI~~ELPHIA to the TO~mSHIP OF DEPTFORD, COUNTY OF 

GLOUCESTER and STATE OF NEW JERSEY on January 9, 1793, the 

TOWNSHIP OF DEPTFORD has appointe·~ a Bicentennial Advisory 

Commission to plan appropriate ceremonies commemorating and 

memorializing this event; and 

WHEREAS the United States Postal Service has, in due . 
recognition of the importance of this event, to wit: "the 

first aerial flight and delivery of the first air letter from 

PRESIDENT GEORGE WASHINGTON to the People of the United States" 

by including a recitation of these events in its pamphlet · 

entitled "Jr. P"os·tman", which has been distributed to millions 

of children; and 

WHEREAS the Township Council of the "TOl~SHIP OF DEPTFc 

believes that the significance of this event, as aptly noted in 

the participation and support of the First President of the 

United States, the HONORABLE GEORGE WASHINGTON, and as describec 

appropriately in the correspondence of soon to be, PRESIDENT 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, would be appropriately preserved and commemor• 

by the attendance of the 38th President of the United States, t1 

HONO~~BLE GERALD R. FORD; and 



t. 

LAW OFFICES 

-4ERMAN. PEARSON. 
CU!!IL.ER e: CRASS 
Profes-sional Anociction 
$9 No"" !rood St,..t 

odO..ry. New Jersey 08096 

WHEREAS the Township Council of the TOWNSHIP OF 

DEPTFORD on behalf of all residents.of the TOWNSHIP OF DEPTFORD 

would deem it fitting and proper~ and would view with great hono 

the presence of the President. of the United States, the HONORABL: 

GERALD R. FORD, at the commemoration ceremonies to be held in 

DEPTFORD. TOlolNSHIP, on Janu9-ry 9,. 1976. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council oj 

the TOWNSHIP OF DEPTFORD that it does hereby extend to the 

HONORABLE GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States a cordic 

invitation to attend and participate in the Bicentennial Dedicatj 

Services on January 9, 1976, in honor of the first aerial. flight 

and delivery of the first air letter in the United States. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this . . 

Resolution be forwarded to the HONORABLE GERALD R. FORD, Presider 

of the United States, Trusting that his schedule will allow a 

fitting commencement for the commemoration of the ·great everits 

during the Bicentennial Year 1 9 7 6. 

TOWNSHIP OF DrPTFORD 

ATTEST: 



\ 

LiW OFFICES 

HERMAN. PEARSON, 
DUBLER a C.RASS 

A Professionol Association 
$9 N arth Brood StrHI 

laadbury, New Jeney 08096 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution is a 

certified copy of Resolution duly adopted by the.Township 
'. , 

Council of the Township of Deptford held on the 9th ~ay of 

January, 1975. 
. I 

I 

'· 

: 

, : 
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LAW OFFICES 

HERMAN. PEAF.S0~-1. 

DUBI..ER & CRASS 
A Ptofe;s;cncl ~U.X~Q!:on 

s; t..:otth Er~d St • ..._t 

foec!buty, !":e..., J~rl"!Y C9C9.S 

1\.jV./:J 

P.ESOLUTI0~-1 !,"1:::~~07'!2\::i:.IZr!~ r_;;:HTSD :-:;TA'rSS P03'I'!L S3~VIC'E: TO 
I?SUE !J.. C0'":"-!Z'·!OR~"C'IVS STl\~.~~ HO~IOT-UNG TH~ FI~ST 

AIP. LEI'T3P. I~·; T~IE -:tSSTE~-1 ~I:S~·!IS~~!2.;JE 

NHEREr.S, J~an-Pierre 3la!1chard on January 9, J 7•)3, 

carri~d from Philadelnnia to Deptford To:-vns:ti.?, Gloucester Count 

::le·...r Jersey the first "air letter'' ever to traval in tl-te United 

States by balloon flight arnanati~g from the City of Philadelphia 

said letter having :!::>een ~-1ritten by President Georqe N·ashinqton: 

and 

~iEREAS, this event represents significance to the 

people of the United Stat3s.of major importance in ~~at this 

flight by air balloon •:las the first aerial flight in the tqestern 

l::Ier.tisphere, as '"ell as representing the first "airmail letter" 

ever posted; and 

WHEP.EAS, the United States Postal Service has seen fit 

to honor and memorialize this event in its publication of •JR. _ · 

POSTf-',_'1\tl" under the caption "(""..eorge ~~ashington and the First l\ir 
--

:Letter·;" which publication has been distributed to millions of. 

_ yo\Li.g people throughout the United States; and 

l\THERE.AS, the Townshi:o Council of the Township of Dept• 

:· ford firmly believes that the aerial fliqht of. Jean-Pierre - -

Blanchard, and the first air letter, which h~ carried on behalf 

President George Wa~hington, should be ~~morialized, for the 

historical imr.>ortance it represents to the peop-le of :the United 

States 1 in the form of a coMmemorative "airnail stamp:" and 



~ ... ~·' 

LAW O"F·ICES 

iiE~MAt·;, PEARS::'!'!, 
DU S!..EF: 1!: CRASS 

A Pr.,fcs:;ior.cl AsscdaJion 
~9 Nort:, Sro:sd Sireet 

'r'ood!:>ury, Now Je,>ey C3C?.S 

:·1HEP.EAS, it should· be not~d that. the 2.00th 1\.i&niversar: 

A.1'1nivcrsary ·of t·: . .:; birta of .our Nation, l 9 7 6: 

memorialize t~e PresiC.·3nt of th.:! Unit·3d StC'.~es I th·~ Honorable 

Gerald R. Ford,· the Senators fro~ the State of 'Ne":r Jersey, the 

Honorable Harrison N'illia":;ls and Clifford Case 1 t'he Honorable 

Ja~es J. Florio,· Congressman from the lst Co~gressional Distric~ 

and the Postmaster Gener~l o: the Unit~d States - Deqignate, 

on b-ahal f of the U:1it.ed Statas, Eo3tal Sarvice to initiate such 

action as I"'.ay be required to affect p~blication of an apr>ropriai 

., ~ • • • , .a... " .. 1 . . t• t ·coroncmora~~ve a~~a~~ Sw&~? cu y re~oq~~z~~g · na gr~a 

historical si~~ificance of Jea~-PiGrre 3la~chard's flight from 

the City of Philadel-pi"1ia to D·~ptf.ord Tm·m:~hi'O, GloucestP.r Count· 

Nm..r ~rersey and the delivery of t~a first 9-ir latter fr•:Jm 

~~Presid-ent Georg~ v1ashi:-v;rton to the pe0ple <Sf the United States 

3E IT FUR'r':IEP RESOLVED by th~ To-;·mshi-p Council of t.'le 

Township of Deptford that a ·certified copy of this R~solution b 

forwardad to all the afor:::!n~ntion~d officers of the United Stat . 

. - . 

. This Resolution is adopted ~·rith great pride on this_ 

9th day of January 1975 on the 182th &1niver3ary of this 

important event. 

DEP'rFORD 

MAYOB 

ATTEST: 



.. \ . . 

LA:'N' o:=FJCES 

-tZF.~!A"i. ?EARS":;N. 

o::SL.'!':P. l!: CI'!ASS 
. Prof'4!'H:!"t,gl Au~:::icPion 

.S~ ~~~,.:~ ! ... ~d Stre-•t 

~c:,'-''Y• ~~~....,. J~rs•y 03~?5 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution is a 

. • 



JOW:rcb 



HSH\fW }!0\fi' .. ·--- -c..c~ 

Sl6t 'Et :h:ot-enu-e.r 

SL6L r I N"/1 



L.AW OFFICES 

HERMAN. PEARSON 8c DUBLER 

MARTIN A. HERMAN 

WIL.l..IAM R . PEARSON 

LEO B. DUSL.ER 

59 NORTH BROAD STREET 

WOODBURY, NEW JERSEY 08096 

Janua-ry· 10, 1975 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States of America 
White House 
Pennsylvania Averiue · 
Washington:,;' D.c. · 20260 

Dear Pr~·sftent Ford~ ~-

609-848-0400 

609-845-7900 

---l'RI&IIt,.UJlU'l To 1'1_~-,IE_!:!£:..._ 

TtD~---
S .... ' ·.- U!..E BD. 

-----1 

e:iTC:: RECEIVED 

JAN 13 1975 

I am pleased to ericlos-e two Resolutions for your consideration: 
first, extending to you an invitation to appear in Deptford Township, 
Gtbucester County, New Jersey on Januarh 9, 1976, to participate in 
commemoration services for Jean-Pierre Iancttard; secondly, to ~ek 
your aid :!:_n further~ng_ __ .:!;.]i_g_ .. .£.C}J!~.~--9J~~-permanerit ·commemoration of this 
event in tne-ro-:rm- or-an airmail starirp. · ---·-- - ---- : ,.,......... · - ' 

--- -· - - .... - ......... -~-._,~..t-- _,.. ..,sr'!:,~t · .r...· ·-~-~ ... 

Although I am sure that by this time you have received thou
sands of requests for personal appearances all over the United States 
for the Bicentennial Year, I believe 'that your appearance in Dept
ford Township would be of special significance in initiating the 
appropriate historical celebration of great everits in our history. 
As noted, the flight of _Jean-Pierre Blanchard had the full blessing 
of our first President of the United States, George Washington, and 
certainly the respect and admiration of a soon to be President, 
Thomas Jefferson (who, I believe, noted in correspondance to his 
daughter that if he had the use of such a device, he could be with 
her in five hours rather than five days). Great interest has been 
shown by the Postal Authorities through the office of Jeanne O'Neill,. 
Manager of Educational Programs (202-245-4082). 

We readily believe that your presence not only would be of 
the greatest honor to the citizens of our Township, but would do 
much homage to the event set in motion by our first President in 
furthering the cause of air travel, and encouraging the speedier 
delivery of our mail -- a goal we all hope will soon be achieved 
again. 



The Honorable Ge~2ld R. Ford 2 January 10, 1975 

On behalf o= us all, we seriously petition your kind 
presence in Deptford Township on January 9, 1976. 

Respectfully yours, 

!':1:; I·~~(;; j 

1 

_ ~ 
f Cv-;.,(___ L( 

ar in A. Herman 
Solicitor, Township of Deptford 

MAH:kmw 

Enclosures 

.~ ;! • 



LAW CFFICC:S 

HERIAAN. PFARSQN, 

DUSLER & CRASS 

A ProFeHion:ll A'svdotion 
.59 North 3"ood Street 

H ood!>ury, I'>"" J ""Y 06096 

R.32.75 

RZSG~;,;TION I:t\iVITING THE HONORABLE GERALD R. FORD, 
P?:ESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO ATTEr\D 

GERE.NONIES IN DEDICATION OF TilE "FIRST 
AERIAL FLIGHT IN AMERICA" 

\,lHEREAS in due recognition of the important historica· 

significance of Jean-Pierre Blanchard's balloon flight from the 

CITY OF PHI~~ELPHIA to the TO~ffiSHIP OF DEPTFORD, COUNTY OF 

GLOUCESTER and STATE OF NEW JERSEY on January 9, 1793, the 

TOWNSHIP OF DEPTFORD has appointe'1 a Bicentennial Advisory 

Comniission to plan appropriate ceremonies conrrnemorating and 

memorializing-this· event; and 

WHEREAS the United States Postal Service has, in due . 
recognition of the importance of this event, to wit: "the 

first aerial flight and delivery of the first air letter from 

PRESIDENT GEORGE ,.J.ASHINGTON to the People of the United States" 

by including a recitation of these events in its pamphlet . 

entitled "Jr. Postman", which has been distributed to millions 

of children; and 

WHEREAS the Township Council of the .TO\fNSHIP OF DEPTF< 

b~lieves that the significance of this event, as aptly noted in 

the participation and support of the First President of the 

United States, the HONORABLE GEORGE HASHINGTON, and as describe< 

appropriately in the correspondence of soon to be, PRESIDENT 

THONAS JEFFERSON, would be appropriately preserved and corrnnemor< 

by the attendance of the 38th President of the United States, t1 

HONOP~~BLE GERALD R. FORD; and 



LAW OFFICES 

t :::R!'t!AN. PEARSON. 

DUSLER a CRASS 
?to!enio,c:il Association 

• 57 North 5rood Slreel 
xi bury, New Je-rsey 08096 

~·?dE?-EAS the Tmmship Council of the TOTtJNSHIP OF 

DEPTFCRD o~ oehalf of all residents of the TOWNSHIP OF DEPTFORD 

would deer:. it fitting and proper, and "t<JOuld view with great hono: ... . 
the prese~ce of the President of the United States, the HONORABU 

GERALD R. ?ORD, at the commemoration ceremonies to be held in 

DEPTFORD TO~~~SHIP, on January 9, 1976. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council oj 

the TOWNSHIP OF DEPTFORD that it does hereby extend to the 

HONORABLE GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States a cordic 

invitation to attend and participate in the Bicentennial Dedicatj 
"~· ·-·- c,,... -

Services on January 9, 1976, in honor of the first aerial_ flight 

and delivery of the first air letter in the United States. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this . . 

Resolution be forwarded to the HONORABLE GERALD R. FORD, Presiden 

of the United States, Trusting that his schedule will allow a 

fitting commencement for the commemoration of the great events 

during the Bicentennial Year 1 9 7 6. 

TOWNSHIP OF DrPTFORD 

ATTEST: 

i ' 



kA'..V OFFICES 

HEP.M ~8. PEARSON, 

D!J S!. .. ER 8: CRASS 
A Pr.;:f'.!'u:onoJ Association 

59 !"'-lort~ arood Street 

.. ~odbury~ Ne-w Jersey 08096 

I ~ereby certify that the foregoing Resolution is a 

certified copy of Resolution duly adopted by the Township 

Council of the Township of Deptford held on the 9th day of 

January, 1975 • 

• 

,..,of·' ..... ~'-.r (; (,· ~·.:; .. " 
/~· 

i ;.;J 
~,.,.I 



t.AW O~F"ICC:S 

HERMAN. PEAP.S0:-.1, 
DUElLER a CRASS 

A Frefel.iict:d A.ss..x:.:r::o:1 
57 :-~od~ Cr~d S!·~t 

c=.d"~ury, :-:e ..... J:!rs~y C'3G9.S 

·•7"1~:::>"":'~:::: J''"''n-n,. ~ ·""rro 3la"'Cl-,""'r 4 on Jan•ll::l.,...,, n J 7<":"3 :'f.,_...__.~·~·JJ ..... cl. ..... . J...·- ·- • .... ~~.c._...· .. '- ... -.;,..· ... J,. :J , 

~ew Jer3ey the first "air letter" ever to traval in the United 

States by balloon flight emanati:1g from the City of Philadelphic: 

said letter having :!.::>een tvri tten by President Georqe ~vashington :-

and 

WHERE.l\S, this event represents significance to the 

people of the United Statas of major importance in t~at this 

flight by air balloon •.vas th~ first aerial flight in the Nestarn 

Her:lisphere, as vrell as rer>resenting the first "airmail letter" 

ever posted; and 

t'iHER.EAS, the United States Postal Service has seen fit 

to honor and memorialize this event in its publication of "JR. 

POST?.,AN" under the caption '' ("Y2orge h'ashington and the First i\ir 

·Letter;" which publication has been distributed to millions of 

young people throughout the United States; and 

V..THERE.AS, the Tm·mshi!) Council of the Tow!lship of Dept

ford firmly believes that the aerial flight of Jean-Pierre 

Blanchard, and the first air letter, which h~ carried on behalf 

PresiG.ent George ~1ashington, should be Eernorialized, for the 

historical irn?ortance it represents to the peo9le of the United 

States .. in the form of a commemorative '' airnail stamp; n and 

~· "' . 

./~-·; ;-j 



LA','/ o~·TICE.5 

~Er<MA:"·;, ?£..\RS~N. 

Ol.!'S!...!':R & CRASS 
A ?r~F:~:;:or.-::1 A:.!.G-::orion 

:.i9 N~r!:"t Sro::t::l Street 
.•::;cci~wry, 1'-~aw Je;~ey C30?..S 

Gerald ::::. ::'orcl, t.hr~ Se:Ett:.ors fro7'1 th~~ Stat.a of Ne·~r Jerseyr the 

Honorable Harrison Willia':1S ancl Clif~o'!"d Case, the Honorable 

Jar:les J. Florio, Con grossman from the ls t Co:1qressional Distric~ 

and the Postmaster General o: the U:-d.b;d States - De<>ignate, 

on b8half of the U~itcd Statas,.Eo3tal Service to initiate such 

action as may be required to affect p~~lication of an appropria 

gr3at 

historicnl sig~1ific:a1{ce of Jea:1-l?i::;rrc 3la:1chard' s flight from 

the City of Philad~lp~1ia to Deptford Town~hiP, ~loucast~r Count 

~President George ~astington to the peaple 6f the United States 

3E IT FURT:IEP RESOLVED by th~ Tmmshif) COU;:'l.Cil of t.'1e 

To-vmship of Deptford t:1a.t a certified copy of this R~solution b 

forward-ed to all t"tle afor::-;n:.;::1tioncd offic•3rs of the United Stat 

of 1\.:.'Uerica. 

This Resolution is adopted ~-lith great pride on this 

9th day of January 1975 o:1 t~1e 182th fu.··miv3rsary of this 

impor-tant event. 

DEPTFORD 

ATTEST: 



LA'N c:=FJCES 

~~R~ .. ~A~1. ?C:r\RS""::N. 

::>:.: 8L.~R Cc CRASS 
?rof.!"~~=nnu! An.::-::ic!ion 

51 :'~~n~ ?>o~d S~r.,.at 

:.o:!':uuy, ~~~......, )'!!',.'!.'?'f 030?5 

~ ~e=eby certify that the foregoing Resolution is a 

certifie=. copy of Resolution duly adopted by the Tm-;nship 

Council of the Totvnship of Deptford held on the 9th day of 

January, 1975. 

.. . 



LAW OI'"FICIUJ 

HERMAN, PEARSON, DUBLER & CRASS 
A PAO .. ESSIONAL. ASSOCIATION 

!59 NORTH BROAO STREET 

WOODBURY. NEW JERSEY 08098 

~----\V.fuTE . 
f RECEPT HOUSE MAIL -

TON & SECURITY 

Processed by. 
15 

=-·· 

~hiW~RINGTO~; 
~ ~ ... 
i-' .-. , ., z -

•• ::::> . / 

.... .. 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States of America 
White House 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20260 





Nay Zl, 1915 

:WJ:MOJ\ANDUW TOt JACK MARSH 

I' ROMs RUSS ROURKJ: 

Paul omack ealled to lD.vlte the Pnalcleat to pal'tlclpa .. b. a h .. • 
Blceatelllllal eveat 1ft DeKalb Co•tr• Oeorpa. Paal aaked for a 
variety of opeD. tlmea oa the Prealcleat'• achecbale bl orcler to lacllltate 
the lavltatloa. Ob"Vt.uly, 1 IUivlaecl him that 1 did aot feel lt waa 
appropriate, aDd that a formal letter of la'Vitattoa abould be aubmlttecl 
to tbe Preal4eat. wherela. the apoaaora ol the event offer a raqe of 
opea datea. 

omack wlU aee to 1t that th• ,. ...... letter of lavltatloa la aeat. 

RAR:cb 



J "· 1975 

.JACK 
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ack. Ted ad·..t••• that.•••lta t 

lnme. lla auelllly rec.-...• 
aa1111ttl. the propo.al BOW aD'f'W&Y• 'I'- wUl 

that dae attachH acbedelell"• the 
a 1nat Hal ol flaalbiU y fi'ODl a l"lnpldcal 

t la a apeclllc ... ,.. lilt. 
acl•ltloa. 'tile apoaaor• Uke to bow la a41ftaea 
which .,.at tll..,.n 10l .. to ,., ••1 mo•r 
for. 

RARacb 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 10, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 

FROM: RUSS ROURKE ,e... 

I went through the attached in great detail with Bill Middendorf. 
I cautioned him no less than three times to not set off a conventional 
nuclear device within the Department of the Navy concerning these 
two events. I did, however, ask him to ruminate about the Navy 
and Marine Corps dates. He had some attractive suggestions re 
the Navy event!, and I gave him some :h: uasle guidance concerning 
a Marine Corps /Quantico activity. 

I told him we would be back with him at an appropriate point in the 
future. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 10, 1975 

Russ --

Mr. Marsh would like you to call Secretary Middendorf in reference 
to the up-coming 200th Anniversary of the founding of the Navy and 
the Marine Corps, sometime this Fall. "These are events which the 
President would like to recognize in someway." 

"There is currently some thinking about the President's observing 
the anniversary in Detroit, but this is not firm as yet. "Without 
having Middendorf interject himself into the Detroit event, we want 
him to be aware of the up-coming Navy and Marine Corps events so 
that they can be developing an awareness of these events, similar to 
the Army's celebration at Fort Benning. I think they should focus 
on those two dates so as to have a meaningful program wherever 
it is. Don't get Middendorf stirred up. I don't want him saying 
I received a call from the White House and the President is going 
to Detroit, etc. I just think they should be thinking about planning 
for these Bicentennial events. 11 

Thanks. 

donna 



MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 11, 1975 

JACK MARSH 

RUSS ROURKE{2, 

p;__Q_~V--Q_(; 
"--------

Jack, FYI, a variety of dates were proposed and dropped in 
reference to the President's participation in the "Navy Bicentennial" 
event. I finally served as the go- between in the dealings between 
Bill Middendorf and Scheduling. Just last night, the President ap
proved an October 9 date at the Washington Navy Yard. Bill Midden
dorf is now having his people work up a detailed program which will 
include approximately one hour participation by the President ... start
ing at 12:00 noon (ships, water cannons, marching bands, etc.). Midden
dorf tells me the event will receive national press coverage. 
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Bicentennial 
Health Action 
Goal Is Urged 

"Family Health Magazine" has esta
blished an information center to stimu
late and report on Bicentennial projects 
relating to the health and well-being of 
the American people. 

"Family Health" is urging the food and 
drug industries as well as associations, 
labor unions and other organizations to 
strengthen "Life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness" by inaugurating health 
projects. Detection, diagnosis and treat
ment of a particular disease in a commu
nity is but one of many examples of a 
possible Bicentennial program. 

"Family Health" suggests that mem
bers of local organizations promote 
adoption of new community health goals 
for 1976 and beyond and establish task 
forces or working committees to examine 
potential contributions to the Bicen
tennial. 

Send "Family Health" your ideas, or 
reports on programs already imple
mented. Ideas need not be grandiose. A 
local hospital or nursing home may be in 
need of help. Think about your and your 
family's potential for direct involvement 
and contact the Family Health Informa
tion Center, 545 Madison Ave., New York, 
NY 10022. 

It follows then as certain as that night suc
ceeds the day, that without a decisive Naval 
force we can do nothing definitive. And with it, 
every thing honourable and glorious. 

George Washington 
To Lafayette 
November 15, 1781 

Auto Club Issues 
~=--Bicen Travel Aid~-

The Montgomery Ward Auto Club has 
published a Bicentennial Tour and Travel 
Guide filled with events, trip routings, 
hotel/motel listings and historic back
ground information for the family plan
ning to travel in 1976. 

The 92-page guide has been licensed 
by the American Revolution Bicen
tennial Administration as an officially
recognized commemorative of the Bicen
tennial. Copies of the publication can be 
secured by writing the Auto Club at 
Montgomery Ward Plaza, Chicago, IL 
60671 and sending $2.95 plus $.50 post
age and handling. 

The Bicentennial Tour and Travel 
Guide contains information on the most 
up-to-date data available at press time. 
The suggested tours found in the guide 
include Bicentennial events indicated by 
location and date. 

Air Force Sergeants 
Look For Bicen Ideas 

The Air Force Sergeants Association 
is looking for ideas on how its chapters, 
individual members, and families can 
help the Nation observe its 200th anni
versary. 

The best ideas from members will be 
published on a first-come basis In the 
4.ssociation's monthly publication "Ser
·eants." 

The Association has a membership 
15,000 organized in approximately 

"lfPters around the world, and is 
,, Air Force members on active 

' Air National Guard mem
'•ts. 

'lc Relations Gordon 
-.u can rest assured 

·9ants Associa
,Y organiza

•tasmuch 

' Pub
"iO, 
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Navy Observes 200th Birthday on October 13, 
Number of Bicentennial Commands Increasing 

The United States Navy observes its 
200th birthday on October 13 of this year. 

It was on that day In 1775 that the Conti
nental Navy came into being by an act of the 
Continental Congress, marking the begin
ning of a full-fledged war at sea by the 
Americans and their French allies against 
th11 naval power of Great Britain. 

It was a navy of not more than 27 ships, 
primarily privatf18rs, which was all that the 
13 colonies could muster in 1775. 

Today, the United States Navy - ac
knowledged to be the most powerful in the 
world - is helping celebrate the 200th birth
day of the Nation it h11lped to found. 

Interest in ARBA 's Bicentennial Com
mand program by the U.S. Navy Is evident by 
the large number of applications being pro
cessed by the Bicentennial Coordination 
Office of the Under Secretary of the Navy, 
who reviews the applications before approv
ing and forwarding them to the ARBA for 
official recognition. 

The Naval Ammunition Depot and the 
Marine Barracks at McAlester, Oklahoma, 
had the honor of being the first Navy Bicen
tennial Command ashore and the USS SAN 
BERNADINO has become the first Bicen
tennial Command afloat. At McAlester the 
Navy is developing a museum which will 
highlight Navy and Marine Corps history and 
include historical displays from Oklahoma's 
past. A pionf18r kitchen and blacksmith shop 
have already been constructed. The Marine 
Barracks at McAlester has produced a slide 
presentation on Naval history for area 
schools and civic groups. 

The crew of the USS SAN BERNADINO 
has published a cruisebook for the Bicen
tennial which reflects the U.S. Navy of the 
1870's. The ship is planning to participate 
with the city of San Bernardino, California, 
on the 200th anniversary of the Navy in 
October with fife and drum corps, Revolu
tionary War uniforms and historical displays. 

Other commands recently recognized in
clude the Naval Radio Station, Cutler, in 
Machias, Maine, where the Navy participated 
in ceremonies in June commemorating the 
first naval engagement of the Revolutionary 
War. The Navy at Machias will participate in 
another focal battfe1ought !fbog tfre"MIU1es 
of the Machias River called the "Battle of the 
Rim" next year. The Radio Station has pro
vided a display of naval artifacts and memor
abilia for the University of Maine at Machias. 

The Eleventh Naval District in San Diego, 
California, will conduct public tours of four 
or five ships and will sponsor a model ship
building contest for patients at the Navy 
Regional Medical Center in San Diego and at 
Veterans Administration Hospitals for the 
Bicentennial. 

The Naval Torpedo Station in Keyport, 
state of Washington, has sponsored a Bicen
tennial Art Contest, and at League Island in 
Philadelphia the Navy has developed an 
exhibition including the hangar deck of the 
USS INTREPID, and displays of aircraft, 
artifacts and historical records of the Navy. 

In Norfolk, Virginia, the Naval Station is 
constructing a new chapel, decorating fire 
hydrants to resemble Revolutionary War her
oes, and coordinating a museum of naval 
history. The Norfolk Shipyard has produced 
a Bicentennial film, a written history of the 
shipyard, a calendar of events, an art contest 
for shipyard employf18s, a Bicentennial 
speakers bureau, and naval exhibits depict
ing the shipyard, past and present. The 
Navy's School of Music at Norfolk is provid
ing concert bands for all Bicentennial events 
In the area. 

The Naval District in Washington, D. C. is 
preparing for the predicted influx of Bicen
tennial visitors to the nation's capital with 
special Bicentennial evening parades and 

Official U.S. Navy Photo 

drills at the Washington Navy Yard. 

Other Bicentennial activities of the U.S. 
Navy include establishment of a Navy/Mar
ine Corps museum at the Twelfth Naval 
District Headquarters Building, Treasure Is
land, San Francisco, California. The museum 
is dedicated to the role of the Navy/Marine 
Corps in the Pacific. Displays in the museum 
contain ship models, photographs, historical 
documents and military uniforms. 

One of the largest murals in the world 
(23.6 feet by 25 feet) is going up in the 
museum. The mural is being painted by the 
internationally known artist, Lowell Nesbitt, 
who is directing a ten-man team of local 
California artists. The work is expected to be 
completed in four months. With the comple
tion of the mural the museum will be a 
unique addition to the nation's naval and 
maritime museums. The theme of the mural 
is "Navy and Marines in the Pacific, Past, 
Present and Future." The museum will open 
to the public on October 2, 1975, and remain 
open through 1976. 

The Navy has also assembled a series of 
radio "spots" for the Bicentennial depicting 
great moments in naval history. The "spots" 
have been distributed nationally to some 
7,500 radio stations and Armed Forces Radio 
outlets. The dramatic readings were done by 
Lt. Cdr. James Drury, USNR-R, In a voice
over technique on a sound bed of music 
composed especially for the series by Chief 

Albany, N.Y. Recruiting District 

Musician Jay Chattaway, USN, and per
formed by the U.S. Navy Band, Washington, 
D.C. These records have been issued for use 
by the nation's AM, FM and public educa
tional broadcasting stations. 

A 20-m/nute slide presentation illustrating 
200 years of naval history and entitled "200 
Years Before The Mast" has been distributed 
by the Navy and can be seen by contacting a 
local Navy recruiter or Special Assistant for 
Presentations (OP-090), 4015 Wilson Blvd., 
Arlington, Va. 22203. 

The oldest intact man-of-war presently on 
exhibition in North America is the "gondola" 
PHILADELPHIA which is on display at the 
Smithsonian Museum of History and Tech
nology in Washington, D. C. 

Designed by Benedict Arnold as one of 
eight gondolas fitted for service in defense of 
the northern frontier, the PHILADELPHIA 
was sunk at the Battle of Valcour Island in 
Lake Champlain New York State, in October 
1776. Today, paradoxically, she remains the 
sole survivor of that dimly remembered flo
tilla which frustrated Britain's first major 
effort to divide and subdue her rebellious 
American colonies. Located and recovered 
off Valcour Island in 1935, this historic vessel 
evokes the memory of the hero-traitor's 
squadron which, though tactically annihi
lated, yet won a major strategic victory by 
delaying British penetration of central New 
York for nearly a year. 

W. Va. Group to Review Status of Point Pleasant Battle 
A one-day conference on the status of 

the Battle of Point Pleasant is scheduled 
for Point Pleasant, West Virginia, on Oc
tober 9. 

The Battle of Point Pleasant has been 
the subject of controversy fo'r some time 
as to whether it was a battle of the Amer
ican Revolution fought six months and 
eight days prior to the Battle of Lexington 
on April19, 1775. 

The October 9 meeting will review the 
findings of studies undertaken by the Na
tional Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, the National 

Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution, and others interested in clar
ifying the status of the battle. A comme
morative parade is scheduled for October 
10. 

The Mason County Bicentennial 
Commission received an award from the 
Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge for 
its commemoration of the battle last 
Fall, while the Colonel Charles Lewis 
Chapter of the D.A.R. received the na
tional society's national award for the 
same program. 

On October 11, Mayor John C. Mus-

grave of Point Pleasant will host a me
morial service in honor of Colonel Lewis 
who commanded the Virginia troops at 
the Battle of Point Pleasant. 

It is interesting to note that Mayor 
Musgrave is a direct descendant of Colo
nel Andrew Lewis who was the first owner 
of Point Pleasant, according to a deed 
dated December 15, 1772, while his cous
in Charles Cameron Lewis, a director of 
the Citizens National Bank of Point 
Pleasant, is a direct descendant of Colo
nel Charles Lewis, commander of the 
Virginia troops. 
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Britain's 'Magna Carta' to be on Bicen View in U.S. 
Fellowships, 
Bell Among 
UK Offerings 

Continued from Page One 
at the American Embassy in London on 
July 2. 

In addition, a special Bicentennial Bell 
will be presented to the people of the 
United States from the people of Britain. 
The bell will be cast by the Whitechapel 
Bell Foundry in London, the same foun
dry that cast the original Liberty Bell in 
1752. It will hang In a new bell tower at 
the Orientation Center being built in In
dependence National Historical Park in 
Philadelphia. Here it will complement the 
"silent" Liberty Bell and the Centennial 
Bell mounted in the steeple of Indepen
dence Hall. 

Responsibility for planning the United 
Kingdom's official participation in the 
American celebrations rest with a widely
representative committee - the British 
Bicentennial Liaison Committee - ap
pointed by the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs. The 
chairman is the Marquess of Lothian. 

King John s..tlng tiM M~~gn• C•rt8 
(British Official Photograph Crown Copyright Reserved) 

An Arts Sub-Committee of the British 
Bicentennial Liaison Committee under 
the chairmanship of Sir Jack Lyons is 
actively engaged in planning and sup
porting a number of artistic manifesta
tions to take place in the United States. It 
is expected that these will include con
certs by the London Philharmonic and 
London Symphony orchestras and per
formances by the Royal Ballet and the 
Grimethorpe Colliery Band. 

In addition, the Scottish National Or
chestra Chorus will visit Los Angeles for 
a performance with the Los Angeles Phil
harmonic Orchestra. 

Regional committees of the British 
Bicentennial Liaison Committee are plan
ning Bicentennial activities in Scotland, 
Northern Island and Wales. 

A State visit to the United States will 
be paid by Her Majesty the Queen and 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Edin
burgh from July 7 to July 11, 1976. 

U.S. Music In Europe 
Audiences in Switzerland, Denmark, 

Sweden and England listened to the 
sound of American music this past July 
as the Samford University A Cappella 
Choir from Birmingham, Alabama, toured 
the four European countries. Samford 
has planned a year-long Bicentennial 
celebration which includes the dedica
tion of a new $8 million Fine Arts Center 
at the University, a presentation of the 
musical "1776," essay contests, tree 
plantings, student field trips to historic 
sites, and a "Williamsburg in Alabama 
Day." 

Iranian Scholarship Fund 
Set Up for U.S. Students 

ARBA Administrator John W. Warner (center) accepts a check for $100,000 for the establishment 
of an Iranian Bicentennial Scholarship fund from Iran's Ambassador to the United States Ardeshir 
Zahedi (left) while Assistant Secretary of State for Education and Cultural Affairs John Richard
son, Jr., (right) looks on. 

The government of Iran has presented 
to the people of the United States the 
sum of $100,000 for the establishment of 
a Bicentennial Scholarship Fund for the 
benefit of American students wishing to 
pursue their fields of education in Iran 
during the period of the American cele
brations. 

A check transferring the funds to the 
United States was presented to ARBA 
Administrator John W. Warner on July 30 
in the Jefferson Room of the Department 
of State by the Iranian Ambassador to the 
United States Ardeshir Zahedi, who has 
shown great personal interest in the Bi
centennial. 

In making the presentation, Ambass
ador Zahedi said the grant was being 
made in recognition of the assistance 
given to Iran by the United States over 
the years, including the facilitations ex
tended to Iranian students who have 
been coming to this country in pursuit of 
their education. 

In accepting the gift on behalf of the 
people of the United States, Administra-

tor Warner expressed the gratitude of 
Americans, noting the exceptional inter
est that many countries have shown in 
the Bicentennial and America's young 
people. 

Assistant Secretary of State for Educa
tion and Cultural Affairs John Richard
son, Jr., who opened the ceremonies, 
declared himself grateful and moved by 
the Iranian Government's gift, describing 
it as "major evidence of another country's 
concern" for the furtherance of interna
tional good will. 

Establishme.ot.af thjt Iranian Scholar
ship program follows a recent visit to the 
United States by His Imperial Majesty the 
Shahanshah Aryamehr and the formation 
of a Bicentennial Commission in Iran 
headed by the Queen. The Iranian group 
is considering additional means of parti
cipation in the Bicentennial. 

The Iranian scholarship program will 
be administered by the Department of 
State under the direction of Assistant 
Secretary Richardson. 

Visit By King To Highlight 
Extensive Swedish Program 

The highlight of Sweden's participa
tion in the Bicentennial of the United 
States will be a visit by His Majesty King 
Carl XVI Gustav in April of next year. 

King Gustav is scheduled to arrive in 
Washington, D.C., on April3 of next year. 
His itinerary will take him to a number of 
American cities including Wilmington, 
Del.; Philadelphia, Pa; Minneapolis, 
Minn.; Seattle, Wash.; San Francisco and 
Los Angeles, Calif.; Lindsborg, Kans.; 
Chicago, Ill.; Detroit, Mich.; Houston, 
Tex.; and New York City and Jamestown 
in New York. 

The Swedish participation covers a 
broad range of Bicentennial activity. The 
program gets underway in late autumn of 
this year with a tour by the Swedish 
Radio Choir followed by a tour by the 
Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra dur
ing November and December. 

The Swedish Navy training Ship 
"Giadan" will participate in Operation 
Sail '76 in New York on July 3 and 4, 1976. 

Folk musicians and dancers will join 
the Smithsonian Institution's Folk Life 
Festival in tours of American cities next 
year, and an exhibit on Swedish emigra
tion to the United States is being organ
ized in conjunction with the Smithsonian 
for circulation to various museums 
around the country. Sweden will also 
circulate a number of other exhibits dur-

ing the latter part of this year and through 
1976 on such subjects as "Women in 
Sweden Today," "Children's Environ
ment," "Alfred Nobel," "Modern Swedish 
Cinema," and "Folk Paintings from Dal
arna." 

The Swedish Council of America will 
publish a 900-page volume on the Swed
ish heritage in America, written by Allan 
Kastrup of the Swedish Information Ser
vice in New York. The book is an account 
of personalities and events in Swedish
American relations since 1638 when the 
Swedish colony of "New Sweden" was 
founded on the Delaware. 

The Swedish government is also for
mulating plans for increased educational 
exchange with the United States, mainly 
in the social sciences. 

American Studies Chair 
A Bicentennial Chair for American 

Studies has been officially established at 
the University of Helsinki in Finland. 
The United States has presented the 
University with $25,000, half of the total 
American commitment. The project is the 
first American chair in Finland and has an 
initial endowment of $100,000. The Amer
ican presentation was made by Ambass
ador Mark Austad. 

Australia P.M. 
Unveils Plans 
Honoring U.S. 

The Australian Government will spon
sor non-academic exchange visits be
tween Australia and the United States as 
part of its plans to celebrate the American 
Bicentennial. 

Details of the Government's plans 
were announced recently by Prime 
Minister Gough Whitlam in Sydney. 

The Prime Minister said the Govern
ment would also endow a Chair of 
Australian Studies at Harvard University 
in Boston and erect a memorial in 
Australia to honor Walter Burley Griffin, 
the American architect who was respon
sible for the original design of Canberra, 
Australia's national capital. 

Australia has also accepted an invita
tion from the Smithsonian Institution to 
send an Australian exhibit to the United 
States for a tour of the Smithsonian's 
circuit of museums. 

In making the announcement of Aus
tralia's participation, Prime Minister Whit
lam said: 

"The birth of the American republic 
was one of those watersheds in human 
history that will be commemorated by 
democrats everywhere - especially in 
English-speaking countries - for as long 
as democracy survives. 

"In two centuries nothing has dimin
ished the power and splendor of the 
words of the American Declaration of 
Independence, with its noble confirma
tion of human dignity, its unforgettable 
affirmation of the equality of all men and 
their rights to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness. 

"Those words, so familiar, yet fresh 
and imperishable, still fire the hearts and 
minds of men - and there was never a 
time, I suggest, when their message was 
more relevant, more needed, than it is 
today." 

Mr. Whitlam (center) with the outgoing U.S. Ambassador 
Marshall Green (right) and the praaldent of the Australian
American Association Allen G. Moyes. 

'Franklin-Jefferson' 
Opens In London 

The widely-acclaimed ARBA exhibi
tion "The World of Franklin and Jeffer
son" will open in London on September 
17 at The British Museum following a 
showing In Warsaw, Poland, which at
tracted nearly 54,000 visitors during a 
seven-week run. The exhibition will be 
on view in London through November 
15, after which it will be transferred to 
the United States for display in this 
country. 

The American Embassy in Warsaw 
reports the exhibition drew Polish visi
tors from all walks of life. In addition, 
visitors came from many other European 
countries, including all of the countrie~ 
of Eastern Europe and eight of the re 
publics of the Soviet Union. The Em be 
sy described the Warsaw exhibit/or 
"the most successful and im;... 
show the United States has evf<' 
in Poland." The exhibit c/C'' 
on July 9. 

"The World of F.· 
son" exhibition _,.. 
office of Char: 
American R 
min/strati· 
Metror 
gran: 
sf!, 
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BICENTENNIAL INVITATIONS 

~EVENT LOCATION 

Re ~opening of historic Gadsby 1 s Tavern Alexandria, Va. 

Washington Birthday Celebration- Market Square Alexandria, Va. 

Bicentennial Parade of American Music -District of Columbia day Kennedy Center 

Opening of Age of Franklin and Jefferson exhibit 
at Metropolitan Museum 

USO Bicentennial Salute to America 1 s Armed Forces banquet 

Bicentennial Prayer Breakfast 

Bicentennial Cherry Blossom Festival Parade 

Halifax Day, commemoration of signing of Halifax Resolves 

Jefferson Birthday Celebration at Jefferson Memorial 

Daughters of the American Revolution Continental Congress 

Louisiana State University Bicentennial Convocation 

Re-enactment of George Washington 1s Inaugural Trip 

Founders Day Commemoration at Washington Monument 

Wayne County Michigan Bicentennial Parape 

Bicentennial Parade of American Music -Michigan Day 

All Service Bicentennial Military Ball 

New York City 

Philadelphia 

Grand Rapids 

Washington 

Halifax, N. Carolina 

Washington 

Washington 

Baton Rouge 

Trenton, N. Jersey 

Washington 

Detroit 

Kennedy Center 

Chicago 

DATE 

Feb. 16 
~ 

Feb. 16 
'c. 

~<:.~~-~~~,i'~~· 
Feb. 23 

. ..... 

March 5 

March ll 

April 10 

April 10 

April 12 

April 13 

April 19 

April 30 

April 30 -May 1 

April 30 

May 2 

May 12 ~ 

May 15 



B IGENTENNIAL INVITATIONS - 2 

EVENT 

Visit ofF rench President Giscard d 'Estaing 

Synagogue Council of America's Bicentennial Commemoration 
of Freedom of Religion in America, Touro Synagogue 

Newport, New Hampshire Bicentennial Celebration 

Lewis and Clark Memorial Statue 

Flag Day celebration in Manassas, Virginia 

Flag Day at Stoney Hill (first Flag Day in US) 

George Rogers Clark Visitors Center 

Grand Rapids Bicentennial and Sesquicentennial Celebration 

Minnesota Bicentennial Freedom Festival 

Detroit-Windsor (Canada) International F reedorn Festival 

Ceremony at the National Archives 

Dedication of National Air and Space Museum 

Honor American Celebration (Medal of Freedom awards) 

Natura li;~.ation Ceremony at Monticello 

Valley Forge National Historical Park 

International Naval Review (OP SAIL) 

LOCATION 

Washington 
Mt. Vernon 

DATE 

May 17-20 

Newport, Rhode Island May 24 

Newport, N.H. June, July, August 

Fort Benton, Mont. June 13 

Manassas, Va. June 14 

Fredonia, Wis. Juhe 14 

Vincennes, Ind. June 19 

Grand Rapids, June 25-26 

Minneapolis June 26 

Detroit June 28 thru July 6 

Washington July2,3,4 

Washington July 3, 4, 5 

Kennedy Center July 3 

Monticello, Va. July 4 ~ 

Valley Forge, Pa. July 4 

New York Harbor July 4 



B !CENTENNIAL INVITATIONS - 3 

EVENT 

State Visit of Queen Elizabeth II 

Rapids City Bicentennial Event at Mt. Rushmore 

White House Bicentennial Reception and Dinner for visiting 
Heads of State 

Dedication of International Forest ofF riendship 

Dayton Air Fair, Ohio 1s largest Bicentennial event 

Bicentennial: Prospects for Women (Business and Professional 
Women 1 s Club meeting) 

Jackson County Indiana Bicentennial Festival 

Colorado State Fair 

Boulder City Bicentennial Committee Hoover Dam ceremony 

Springfield Illinois Bicentennial Committee Lincoln Home 
Visitors Center 

LOCATION 

Washington etal 

North Dakota 

White House 

Atchison, Kansas 

Dayton, Ohio 

Denver 

Seymour, Ind. 

Denver 

Boulder City, Nev. 

Springfield, Ill. 

DATE 

July 7-11 

July 13-14-15 

July 21 

July 24 

July 24-25 

July 25 

August 13, 14,1~ 

August 28- Sept. 6 

September or October 

October 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 4, 1977 

Mr. Marsh: 

Milt Mitler called about an invitation 
to the President from Congressman Ken 
Robinson. On January 13th the 200th 
Anniversary of the drafting of Jefferson's 
Resolution of Religious Freedom will be 
celebrated in Fredericksburg, Virginia. 
They have invited the President to speak 
but he cannot make it. 

Milt thought because of your association 
with Virginia, and particularly because 
of your fondness of Jefferson, you 
might be interested in representing the 
President at this ceremony. 

Yes No ---
Thanks. 

Donna 



\ 
.J. KENNETH ROBINSON 

7TH DISTRICT, VIRGINIA 

COMMI"M'££: 

APPROPRIATIONS 

QL:ongrt~~ of tbt Wnittb ~tate~ 
}l)ou~e of 1\epre~entatibe~ 
lla~fngton, a.<4:. 20515 

Honorable John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
CoWlsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Jack: 

January 10, 1977 

OFFICES IN THE 7TH DISTRICTo 

112 N. CAMERON STREET (P.O. Box 704) 
WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA 22601 

TELEPHONE! (703) 667-0990 

212-B PoST OFI'ICE BLDG. (P.O. Box 136) 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22902 

TELEPHONEo (804) 295-2106 

5 PosT OP?ICE BLDG. (P.O. Box 338) 
FR£DERICKaBURG. VIRGINIA 22401 

TELEPHONEo (703) 37So(l536 

I realize that it is doubtful that the President would be inclined 
to make a. formal proclamation on such short and informal notice. I 
thought that I should a.t least call this anniversary to his attention, 
and I thought you would be interested. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

PLEASE REPLY TO WASHINGTON UNLESS INDICATED: a WINCHESTER a CHARLOTTESVILLE a FREDERICKSBURG 



.J. KENNETH ROBINSON 
7TH DISTRICT, VIIIGINIA 

COMMITT£1:: 

APPROPRIATIONS 

~ongrt~s of tbt i!lnittb 3;tatts 
.,oust of Rtprtstntatibts 
lla~ington, JB.(t. 20515 

' •• c • . 201i00 

t 

I. lltaDeth 

OFFICES IN THE 7TH DISTRICT: 

112 N . CAMEJOON STREI:T ( ... la: 714) 
WINCHEST£11, VIRGINIA 1 

TELEPHoNE: (703) 647 _ 

' I 

212-B PosT OFFicE~ (P.O. Box 136) 
CHARLOTTESVILLE. VIRGINIA 22101 

TELEPHONE: (1104) 2911-2106 

, I• 
5 PosT ~FICE ~·(P.O. BoX 336) 

FII£DEIIICK..,.., VIRGINIA 2.2..401 

Ta.-: (703) 373-0~ 



"94TH CONGRESS H J RES 1 023 2o8~SSION. 

• • • 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESE~TATIVES. 
. I 

JULY 19, 1976 

Mr. RoBINSON introduced the following joint resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Post Office and Civil Service 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
To designate January 13, 1977 as "Religious Freedom Day". 

Whereas the Virginia Statut~. of Religious Freedom, enacted 

January 16, 1786, by the General Assembly of Virginia, 

was a milestone in legal recognition of the right of every 

individual to profess or practice a religious faith, or to abstain 

from such profession or practice, without interference. by 

governmental authority; and 

Whereas the principle set forth in the statute was incorporated 

in the first amendment of the Constitution of the United 

States of America; and 

Whe.reas the original draft of the "Bill for Establishing Religious 

Freedom", which ultimately was enacted into law by the 

General Assembly of Virginia, was accomplished by a com

mittee headed by Thomas Jefferson at a meeting in 

I 



2 

Fredericksburg, Virginia, on January 13, 1777: Now, 

therefore, be it 

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 

2 of the r!J!it~ ~ates, of .A..meriC4! in ... aong,res~ (l~~~'l("~~~d, 

3 That .. 1 nar r 1. 19i'!i, ~b~ de .. ignated as ('.Religious Freedom 

4 Day", and the President is authorized and requested to issue 

5 a proclamation calling for the observance. of such day with 

6 apptdpriate ceremonies and activities. 



., 

94TH CONGRESS H. J RES 1023 
2o SESSION e • 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
To designate January 13, 1977 as "Religious 

Freedom Day". 

By Mr. RoBINSON 

JULY 19, 1976 

Referred to the Committee on Post Office and Civil 
Service 




