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March 31, 1976

MEMORANDUM TO: RICHARD CHENEY
JOBN O, MARSH, JR\/

FROM : ROBERT GOLDWIN /&%@

SUBJECT: July 1 "Assembly of the Republic"
at the National Archives

I recommend that the President inaugurate the 4th of July
weekend for the nation with a solemn ceremony that captures
the central meaning of the Bicentennial. It should

-~take place on Thursday, July 1

--focus on the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution, and

--be in the presence of the most prestigiovns possible
cathoring of Americon citizens and foreign reprooontatives.

I have in mind the following: a brief, formal, bicentennial
address by the President to an "Assembly of the Republic,"

at the National Archives, attended by leading members of the -
several branches of the Government, foreign dignitaries, and
outstanding citizen-leaders from every walk of life, all at
the invitation of the President. The "Assembly" would be in
the presence of, and designed to honor, ocur two greatest and
inextricably linked documents, the Declaration of Independence
and the Constitution.

I recommend the date of July 1 because the Congress will
probably hold their own ceremonies on Friday, July 2, and

then leave Washington to be in their home states and districts
for the Fourth. Also, the best opportunity for a successful
solemn cccasion will be before the fireworks and other
festivities of the weekend begin.

It would be most fitting for the President himself to take
the lead, on this historic occasion, in setting the tone for
the ceremonies that will be taking place, in the followirg
days, everywhere else throughout the country.
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NATIONAL BICENTENNIAL FOCAL EVENT

Executive Summary

Based on recommendations made by the ARBA Advisory Council,
representatives from the American Revolution Bicentennial
Administration, the Joint Congressional Committee on Bicentennial
Arrangements, and the National Archives propose a spec1a1 event
to be held on the evening of July 2, 1976 at the National Archives
involving the three branches of Government and the three basic
documents associated with the formation of the United States,
that is the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and
the Bill of Rights. The President of the United States, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, a representative of the
Senate, and the Chief Justice of the United States would join
an assembly of citizens at the National Archives to pay homage
to the basic documents and to reaffirm this Nation's commitment
to the principles and ideals of the American Revolution.
Television coverage of the event would be provided by commercial
and private broadcast systems, including satellite coverage.

The National Archives would remain open continuously through
July 5th following the spec1a1 event for citizens of the United
States and international visitors to view the basic documents.

The proposal will require concurrence by the offices of
the four principal participants. The ARBA would assume respon-
sibility for coordinating the event in cooperation with a
designated representative from each of the branches of Govern-
ment and other appropriate agencies.

PROGRAM SCENARIO

On Friday evening, July 2nd at 9:00 p.m., invited guests
representing the three branches of Government, private and
voluntary institutions and state and local governments will
gatheron the Portico of the National Archives. The stairs
leading from the street to the National Archives entrance will
also be lined with representative groups. A path from the base
of the stairs to the front entrance would be cleared and candle-
1lit by members of the audience.

Upon arrival at the National Archives, the four principal
participants will join at the base of the stairs and then pro-
- ceed up the stairs to the Speakers' Podium set 1mmedlate1y
before the front entrance.
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From here, each of the principals will speak briefly to
the Nation and the world via national and international tele-
vision and radio. The President, as the official Head of State,
would be the last speaker and would invite visitors to the
Nation's Capitol to view the founding documents and to reflect
on their meaning. )

Following their addresses, the four principals will move
into the Great Hall which houses the Declaration of Independence,
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. Here, they will view
the documents as the National Anthem is being played.

At the conclusion of the National Anthem, the four principals
will move out of the Great Hall as invited guests and the general
public begin to file past the documents.

Following the ceremony, the Great Hall of the National
Archives will remain open contlnuously through 9:00 p.m. on
July 5, 1976, permitting citizens and 1nternat10na1 visitors
to view the documents for themselves.

CONSIDERATIONS

1. July 2 is historically significant in that Congress
adopted the '"Resolution of Independence,”" officially declaring
the colonies independent of England.

, 2. The event should be simple, ceremonious and dignified,
and should stand alone to serve as a true national focal event
opening the weekend's activities.

3. Congress will be in session the morning of July 2nd
and member participation is expected.

4. The Mall area immediately across from the National
Archives can be roped off and secured to permit the general
public to witness the ceremony.

5. Participation across the Nation and around the world
would complement this national event through the holding of
similar activities involving the three basic documents.

6. Private sector support would be required if a filmed
or tecorded version of the event would be made available to
schools, libraries, etc.

7. Arrangements would be required with radio and television
organizations to insure coverage of the event.

8. Coordination between the Federal and District Governments
will be required to provide logistical and other support services.
T
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RESPONSIBILITY

ARBA will assume full responsibility for coordinating
and scheduling this event in cooperation with a designated
representative of each of the branches of Government. The
ARBA Deputy Administrator will provide direction to this
effort.



BICENTENNIAL NATIONAL FOCAL EVENT
July 2, 1976

Presidential Schedule

*(1) - (2)

8:45 p.m. - Invited Guests gather on the Portico of the
National Archives

8:45 p.m. - President Departs White House for National Archives

8:55 p.m. - Principals Assemble at bottom of National Archives
steps--Constitution Avenue entrance

Live Coverage Begins

9:00 p.m. - Principals Proceed up the front stairs to the
Speakers' Podium situated before the main
entrance.

(Alternate: Principals enter National Archives
from the Pennsylvania Avenue entrance and
proceed to Podium through the front doors)

9:03  9:05 p.m. - Speaker of the House Addresses the Nation

9:06 9:10 p.m. - Senate Representative's Address

9:09 9:15 p.m. - Chief Justice's Address

9:12 9:20 p.m. - President's Address

9:18 9:30 p.m. - Principals move into the Great Hall.ofvthe Afchives
9:20 9:35 p.m. - Playing oerational Anthem and Te1e€§ion

coverage of Principals before the three
basic documents

9:25 9:45 p.m. - Invited guestsaand general public begin to
file into the Great Hall

9:30 .10:00 p.m. - Television coverage ends

*(Options (1) and (2) reflect a 1/2 hour program and an hour pro-
gram respectively, with the only difference belng a tlme change
in the legnth of Speakers' remarks.) -
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NATIONAL BICENTENNIAL FOCAL EVENT

Executive Summary

Based on recommendations made by the ARBA Advisory Council,
representatives from the American Revolution Bicentennial
Administration, the Joint Congressional Committee on Bicentennial
Arrangements, and the National Archives propose a special event
to be held on the evening of July 2, 1976 at the National Archives
involving the three branches of Government and the three basic
documents associated with the formation of the United States,
that is the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and
the Bill of Rights. The President of the United States, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, a representative of the
Senate, and the Chief Justice of the United States would join
an assembly of citizens at the National Archives to pay homage
to the basic documents and to reaffirm this Nation's commitment
to the principles and ideals of the American Revolution.
Television coverage of the event would be provided by commercial
and private broadcast systems, including satellite coverage.

The National Archives would remain open continuouslythrough
July 5th following the special event for citizens of the United
States and international visitors to view the basic documents.

The proposal will require concurrence by the offices of
the four principal participants. The ARBA would assume respon-
sibility for coordinating the event in cooperation with a
designated representative from each of the branches of Govern-
ment and other appropriate agencies.

PROGRAM SCENARIO

On Friday evening, July 2nd at 9:00 p.m., invited guests
representing the three branches of Government, private and
voluntary institutions and state and local governments will
gatheron the Portico of the National Archives. The stairs
leading from the street to the National Archives entrance will
also be lined with representative groups. A path from the base
of the stairs to the front entrance would be cleared and candle-
1it by members of the audience.

Upon arrival at the National Archives, the four principal
participants will join at the base of the stairs and then pro-
ceed up the stairs to the Speakers' Podium set immediately
before the front entrance.



From here, each of the principals will speak briefly to
the Nation and the world via national and international tele-
vision and radio. The President, as the official Head of State,
would be the last speaker and would invite visitors to the
Nation's Capitol to view the founding documents and to reflect
on their meaning. ‘

Following their addresses, the four principals will move
into the Great Hall which houses the Declaration of Independence,
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. Here, they will view
the documents as the National Anthem is being played.

At the conclusion of the National Anthem, the four principals
will move out of the Great Hall as invited guests and the general
public begin to file past the documents.

Following the ceremony, the Great Hall of the National
Archives will remain open continuously through 9:00 p.m. on
July 5, 1976, permitting citizens and international visitors
to view the documents for themselves.

CONSIDERATIONS

1. July 2 is historically significant in that Congress
adopted the "Resolution of Independence,'" officially declaring
the colonies independent of England.

2. The event should be simple, ceremonious and dignified,
and should stand alone to serve as a true national focal event
opening the weekend's activities.

3. Congress will be in session the morning of July 2nd
and member participation is expected.

4. The Mall area immediately across from the National
Archives can be roped off and secured to permit the general
public to witness the ceremony.

5. Participation across the Nation and around the world
would complement this national event through the holding of
similar activities involving the three basic documents.

6. Private sector support would be required if a filmed
or recorded version of the event would be made available to
schools, libraries, etc.

7. Arrangements would be required with radio and television
organizations to insure coverage of the event.

8. Coordination between the Federal and District Governments
will be required to provide logistical and other support services.



RESPONSIBILITY

ARBA will assume full responsibility for coordinating
and scheduling this event in cooperation with a designated
representative of each of the branches of Government. The
ARBA Deputy Administrator will provide direction to this
effort.



BICENTENNIAL NATIONAL FOCAL EVENT
July 2, 1976

Presidential Schedule

*(1) (2)

8:45 p.m. - Invited Guests gather on the Portico of the
National Archives

8:45 p.m. - President Departs White House for National Archives

8:55 p.m. - Principals Assemble at bottom of National Archives
steps--Constitution Avenue entrance

Live Coverage Begins

9:00 p.m. - Principals Proceed up the front stairs to the
Speakers' Podium situated before the main
entrance.

(Alternate: Principals enter National Archives
from the Pennsylvania Avenue entrance and
proceed to Podium through the front doors)

9:03 9:05 p.m. - Speaker of the House Addresses the Nation

9:06 9:10 p.m. - Senate Representative's Address

9:09 9:15 p.m. - Chief ‘Justice's Address

9:12 9:20 p.m. - President's Address

9:18 9:30 p.m.‘- Principals move into the Great Hall.of the Afchives
9:20 9:35 p.m. - Playing of National Anthem and Te1e€§ion

coverage of Principals before the three
basic documents

9:25 9:45 p.m. - Invited guestsiand general public begin to
file into the Great Hall

- 9.:30 10:00 p.m.

Television coverage ends

*(Options (1) and (2) reflect a 1/2 hour program and an hour pro-
gram respectively, with the only difference being a time change
in the legnth of Speakers' remarks.)



A PRESIDENTIAL PROPOSAL

One of the most notable scholarship funds in the world is
the Rh;)des Scholarship. It has educated many distinguished
Americans who have achieved renown in nearly every field of
human endeavor.

The Rhodes Scholarship stands as an enduring monument
to its founder in the last century, Cecil John Rhodes.

It has been observed that in the proposed Bicentennial
observances there is no observance in which the President parti-
cipates that is uniquely his own initiative and which will have
enduring value,

There is still time for a Congressional initiative sponsored
. by the President which could be presented to the Congress in a
meésage on the First of July before the Congress recesses.

The Congressional proposal could take several different
forms depending on the nature of the program. The President
- might propose a series of scholarships along the following lines:

1. The American Scholars Program -- This could be

either an under-graduate program or a two-year
graduate program. The scholarship thrust might
be toward areas of national needs from the standpoint

of a trained body of resource people. For example,
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engineering, science, medicine, educators. The
national need would be determined by the scholarship
governing board and they would' review the program
from time to time to see where the scholarship effort
should be made.

American Crafts Scholarship ~- This would be a

scholarship within the field of technical training:
d‘raﬂ':s.r“m;n, ;x;échani(':'s, ellectricéans, anéi wouid seek

to give an opportunity to individuals who wish to excel’

in areas that relate to service industries. It would be

a training program for journéymen and apprentices in the
different crafts, This program would function somewhat
like t.he Gl Bill for vocational and technical training. It
would be available :té hospital technicians and a host ?f

other skills necessary to our modern society,

Conéidering further proposals the President might wish

to sponsor the following are suggested:

1.

The establishment of a scholarship or a grant program

for Science and Invention. The primary purpose of this

program would be to assist inventors, particularly young

inventors, by enabling them to pursue educational or




..........

skill programs that will enable them to develop their
talents and through the development o;j their talents,

hopefully to produce meaningful contributions in the

field of invention and science.,

A variation of the above would be an Annual Academy

of Science and Invention, sponsored during the week

. -of July 4th beginning in 1:977 which would be the RBresi- . . ... . ...

dential Academy. It would bring together individuals

who are developing breakthroughs in science and. invention
in order to give them recognition through achievement

as well as to bring their work to the attention of the

field of technology and science.

Somewhat similar to the above would be the creation of

the President's Bicentennial Awards for American

Creativity. This would be broader than simply science
and invention and would go to the field of innovation
and creativity in other areas of American life to

include art and literature.

‘America has never used the British concept of a

Poet Laureate. There have been a number of efforts

v . N . -t P “ye e . v . . . - L .e PRI . . - . . . - . . . -
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to try and achieve this including the sponsorship of
legislation on Capitol Hill to create the Office of Poet
Laureate., This raises a question as to whether in the
Nation's Bicentennial Year the President should designate
an American Poet Laureate. The designation need not be
for life butbe a designation for one year, two years, or
. Such other,

designation would occur on or aBout the Fourth of July

in each year.

The above are merely suggestions. However, the key question
if whether there is some bold and imaginative program applicable to
to the Federal system to make it more effective, which presently is
latent or lying dormant. A project that would contribute significantly.

to American life yet presently is in the conceptual stage but could be

brought forward if there were both the initiative and the effort.

Can our 200th Anniversary be a launching pad for some new
idea or concept that would capture the imagination of the American
people and win the quick support of the Congress if the President were

to put his stamp of approval on it and the force of his Administration

- behind it2

term as the President would decide, but the o



A THEMATIC APPROACH TO BICENTENNIAL EVENTS

The overall théme -

Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness,
The great language of the Declaration of Independence, with
its memorable words and phrases, offers themes for the President's
remarks at the significant events marking this celebration.
There is a need for all Americans to reexamine the meaning of
this great document. The use of key phrases as topics in the Presi-
dential addresses will assist in this reexamination.

Examples as to how this might be used are set out below:

1. "When in the course of human events'!

(Air and Spa'ce Museum)

This theme will trace the progress made by the American people
and the meaning of the Declaration not only to Americans but to man-
kind, Emphasize freedom for exploration and enlightenment and the
legacy of freedom described in this document both to the world of
knowledge and the world of political affairs.

2. "“Governments are instituted among men'’

(Ceremony at the National Archives)

This theme will emphasize the necessity of government to social
order and stability, It will stress the three co-equal branches of
government to safeguard individual liberties where the governmental
powers are drawn from the people.

3. *YWe mutually pledge to each other"

(Honor America Day)
This theme emphasizes the interdependence of all our p,eople,

and our common bond to one another for the security of our nation,
and the fulfillment of national purpose,

Ly



4, ""Protection of divine Providence®

(Valley Forge National Day)

The relationship of spiritual values to national will, emphasizing
the higher purposes of our lives individually and nationally.

5. $We hold these truths to be self-evident!

(Philadelphia -- Independence Hall)

The relationship of the Declaration as having meaning not only
to Americans, but to mankind., With the continuing meaning of this
document to the political affairs for succeeding generations including
other countries of the world.

6. 'Pursuit of happiness'!

(Monticello, Virginia address)

The realization of the American dream, the growth of the
American economic and industrial empire. The individual's right
to attain, The freedom of opportunity to include education, economic
security, home ownership and to achieve a more meaningful 11fe for
himself and succeeding generations.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 9, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: BOB HARTMANN

FROM: JACK MARSH

In reference to the themes, drawing on the various submissions,
set out below are my suggestions for the themes for these events,

1. Air and Space Museum

Reaching for the Unknown (Ai;r and Space Museurn, July 1) . o~
The hallmark of the American adventure has been a willingnes; to explore the
unknown -- whether it lay across an ocean, a continent, a solar system or the
frontiers of human knowledge. Americans have always been ready to try new
and untested enterprises; new political, social and economic systems; new
inventions in the arts and sciences; and new rights for men. The continuing
adventure of exploring the unknown will be dramatized by the landing on Mars -
of an unmanned U.S. space vehicle on July 4. o

Also:

The Spirit of Adventure (Dedication of Air and Space Museum)

A. Our progress as a Nation reveals that our character is molded
by the spirit of adventure. From the colonization of Jamestown to the landing on
the moon, we have been a people free to explore, Science, industry, and education
search for and find answers to problems unsolvable when our Nation was born.

B. The challenge we now face is to maintain the free spirit that
fortified explorers and pioneers, that encouraged captains of industry and.
geniuses of science. o

2. National Archives

The Spirit of Justice (National Archives)

« A. The progress of freedom is traceable from our heritage (Magna
Charta--Bible) through the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, the
Emancipation Proclamation, through all our historic documents. Each reveals
another major step in the perfecting of freedom. America has been more
concerned with providing justice for all than any other nation.

: B. The challenge we now face is to retain the structure and
substance of justice, and the prosperity, liberty and equality it has guaranteed.
(Use of President's legislative record.) :




Also:

» "Governmepts are instituted among men'
(Ceremony at the National Archives) *
This theme will emphasize the necessity of government to social
order and stability. It will stress the three co-equal branches of
government to safeguard individual liberties where the governmental

powers are drawn from the people.

3. Independence Hall

The reason behind both of these phenomena is the fact
that the United States is unique among nations in being founded,
‘not on race, not on kinship, not on language, not on réligion,

but on political values. To be an American is to subscribe to

these values. We are uniquely a political community, as distinct
from an ethnie¢ community, a religious community, a racial conm-
munity, or any otbeg kind. Our two key polit:l‘cal values are

Iindividual liﬁertl.(i.e., limited government) and civic liberty

(1.e., self-government)., Our experience with mass immigration

demonstrates that these are not parochial values, not peculiar
to Americans, but rather reside in the hearts and minds of men

and women all over the world.

For the President's Independence Hall speech, I would suggest

the use of the quotation from Linéoln, in a speech also delivered
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in Independenéz ﬁall, as quoted at the open;ng of Diamond's
lecture, That‘quotationvreadsz _
T my am filled with deep emotion at finding myself

standing here In the place where were collected
together the wisdom, the patriotism, the devotion

to principle, from which sprang the institutions

under which wve live."

These are noble, simple words. These also make an fimportant
point: At Inéependénce Hall was born both the Declaration and
the Constitution, and these two documents cannot be understood
except in the light of one another. The Declaration provides us
with the purpose of gcvernmedt, as Americans understand 1t -~
'{.e., to secure the rights of the individual, against even
go§ernment. The Constitution gives u# the means to this gnd -
i{.e., a democratic republic, with a decentralized, federal
structure, and with checks and balances within this government,

The importance of checks and balances certainly needs to be

emphasized today. But ‘the importance of a decentralized political

structure needs to be emphasized even more. It is healthy and

vigorous self-government on the local level, that i1s the hedrock

o
R

of American freedom, -

Also:

A Foundation for Liberty (Independence Hall, July 4) .
The union of the tried and the untried, the known and the unknown, has created

a foundation for American liberty. The true meaning of liberty, embodied in

the Declaration of Independence itself, is that men may be masters rather than
victims of their destiny. The purpose of our government, embodied in the’ ]
Constitution, is to preserve this liberty. With our freedom comes the obligation
to ensure that all our fellow citizens can have the opportunity to make the most

of their lives.
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4, Monticello

Let me begin with the Honticello speech because I find mysélfk
with some specific thoughts on this question of ™a nation of
fmmigrants.” The thoughts have been provoked by my teaching
experience —- it is astonishing how little our young people.

appreciate the uniqueness of the immigrant experfence in this

country, and I'm sure their elders are no more enlightened,
This uniqueness 18 revealed in two eitraordinar} facts:
(1) The United States 1s, to my knowledge, the only

nation in history which, during most of its existénce, pernitted

unrestricted 1mmigr§tion. The boldness of this policjrhés been
insufficiently aépreciated -- we gambled that we could take in
anyone, from anywhere, and that simplj by reason of their ex-
perience 1; America these people would become loyal, law-abiding,
productive citizens. The gambles worked. And the success of

this enterprise reveals both the universality of the political

fdeals on which the U.S. was founded, and their realism.

(2) The U.S. is, to my knowledge, the fif§£m§$£ion, and
still remalins one of the very few nations -~ it m&y even be’
the only one: check it out! —-—- which makes the acquisition of
citizenship an automatic pfoceeding. The conditions for becoming

a citizen are spécific, and those who fulfill these conditions
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‘have a right to citizenship -~ one which the government cannot

deny. 1In all other countries I am familiar with, 'citizens‘hip

18 regarded as a privilege, not a right, and the political
authorities have final discretion as to vhether to bestow or

withhold 1t,

A Haven of Opportunity (Monticello, July 5 or 6) e .
The American opportunity, the right of individuals to shape their own destiny,
is not limited by social, economic or geographic boundaries., The colonists
saw their settlement as "a city upon a hill, the eyes of all people are upon ps;“
and we declared our irdependence "with a decent respect for the opinions of
mankind. " We shared our destiny of freedom not only with those who came to
ow shores, but with all people throughout the world who share our ideals.
This dynamic element of the American adventure keeps Ame rica young and
reaching for the unknown as we enter our third century. ‘

The above addresses only the four speeches which were discussed
with the President this morning and does not make inputs for Valley
Forge and the Honor America ceremonies.
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76-HOUR VIGIL: A NATIONAL TRIBUTE TO THE CHARTERS OF FREEDOM

Synopsis

On the evening of July 2, 1976, the Bicentennial weekend will

be opened with the commencement of a 76-hour vigil at the

National Archives involving participation by the three branches

of Government in a ceremony around the three basic documents
associated with the formation of the United States, that is the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of
Rights. The President of the United States, the Speaker 6f the
House of Representatives, and the Chief Justice of the United’”
States.would join an assembly of citizens at the National Archives
to pay homage to these documents and to reaffirm this Nation's
commitment to the principles and ideals of the American Revolution.
Television and radio coverage of the event would be provided by
commercial and private broadcast systems, including satellite
coverage. The National Archives would remain open continuously
through July 5th following the event for citizens of the United
States and international visitors to view the basic -documents

and to register their names as participants in the vigil.

Program Scenario

At approximately 8:45 p.m. on July 2nd, the three principal
participants would proceed from their respective offices,
accompanied by representatives from their branch of Government,
to the National Archives in a ceremonial procession with arrival
scheduled at the same time. Following arrival at the
Constitution Avenue entrance, the three principals would proceed
up the stairs into the Great Hall. All would proceed directly
to the cases displaying the Declaration of Independence, the
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights to spend a silent moment

of reflection in front of the documents. Each would then sign
the first page of the official register for all persons
participating in the 76-hour vigil.

The Chief Justice, the Speaker of the House, and the President
would then speak briefly (three to five minutes) on the significance
of these documents. The President, as the official Head of State,
would be the last speaker and would invite visitors to the Nation's
Capitol to view the founding documents, to reflect on their

meaning, and to register their names as participants in the 76-hour
vigil.

-
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The remarks would be carried via radio and television to the
Nation and the world and by speaker system to the assembly of
people outside the National Archives Building. Upon conclusion
of the President's remarks, the United States Armed Forces ‘
Bicentennial Band and Chorus would perform the National Anthem.
The three principals would then leave the Great Hall as the
invited guests and the general public would begin the vigil by
filing by the basic documents.

T



76-HOUR VIGIL: A NATIONAL TRIBUTE TO THE CHARTERS OF FREEDOM

July 2, 1976

Washington, D. C.

" Proposed Schedule

30 p.m. = United States Armed Forces Bicentennial Band
and Chorus - provide musical prelude

8

8:45 p.m. - Invited guests gather on steps of the National
Archives and Honor Guard fcrms aisle to
Portico entrance

8:50 p.m. -~ Principal representatives of the three branches of
Government depart for National Archives

8:55 p.m. = Principals assemble at bottom of National Archives
steps - Constitution Avenue entrance

00 p.m. - = Principals proceed up the stairs directly into the
Great Hall where documents are displayed

9

A 2

9:03 p.m. - Principals proceed to documents for moment of
: silent reflection

9:04 p.m. - Principals sign official register for 76-hour wvigil
9:05 p.m. - Chief Justice's Remarks

9:10 p.m. =~  Speaker of the House presents Remarks to the Nation
9:15 p.m. - President's Remarks

9:20~p.m. - Playing and singing of the National Anthem

9:25 p.m. -~ President invites guests and general public to
begin vigil and procession into the Great Hall

9:30 p.m. - Principals leave Great Hall



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA . JUN 8 197
Q"W“Ct’ D Q GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION .

National Archives and Records Service
Washington, DC 20408

JUN 3 178

Honorable John O, Marsh, Jr,
Counsellor to the President
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear ‘Mr. Marsh:

In response to your request, I am attaching rough notes on some points the
President may wish to make in his remarks here on July 2,

Since our meeting on June 1, we have met with Jean McKee, Deputy
Administrator of ARBA and members of her staff, Miss McKee will

be sending you momentarily an up-to-date proposed scenario for the

July 2 ceremony. The ARBA people were as puzzled as we by the
transposition of dates, since they had been proceeding all along on

the assumption that if a ceremony were to take place, it would be held on
the 2nd. I am enclosing a copy of Miss McKee's memorandum of April 15
which sets forth the plans as we formulated them together in early April,

In any event, the ARBA people are now proceeding in accordance with both
this memorandum and our discussion of June 1, Miss McKee will serve
as coordinator of the event, Her people will make the necessary arrange-
ments with the Chief Justice, who, I gather, agreed just yesterday to
participate, and with the Speaker, They will arrange for any necessary
bands, marchers, etc,, and, within the next few days, will be initiating
conversations with the networks, Needless to say, ARBA will be working
closely with you and other key members of the White House staff, and
with us,

I personally think we will have a memorable ceremony, We at the
Archives will certainly work very hard to make it so,

Sincerely,

Burt Ll

JAMES B. RHOADS
Archivist of the United States

Enclosure

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
. oate: JUN 3 National Archives anc{ Records Service
RErLY To 197 Washington, DC 20408
ATTN OF: Archivist of the United States (N)

SUBJECT:

TO: Honorable John O, Marsh, Jr,
Counsellor to the President

Suggested themes for Presidential remarks in July 2
ceremonies at the National Archives, Remarks to be

3-5 minutes in length, President's remarks to follow
presentations of equal length by Speaker of the House

and Chief Justice, To avoid duplication, it will be
suggested that Chief Justice focus on Constitution

and Speaker on Bill of Rights so that President may
concentrate on Declaration of Independence, Jean McKee,
Deputy Administrator of ARBA, has undertaken responsibility
for coordination of presentations by three principals, Just
prior to their remarks, principals will be first signatories
of visitors' book destined for ARBA time capsule to be
placed in Archives and opened in 100 years, Book will

be signed by all visitors to Archives during 76-hour 'vigil”
that begins with this ceremony,

1, The President might open by statmg that this homage to the
founding charters in their permanent home is a singularly appropriate
way to begin the weekend of celebrations to follow, for these are the
documents that , , . It is fitting, too, that on this occasion he should
be in the company of the Speaker and the Chief Justice, the heads of
the other two co-equal branches of government which the Founding
Fathers, in their wisdom, created to govern this nation.

2. The President should mention the fact that this ceremony
begins a 76-hour vigil over the documents, and that he, as the nation's
chief elected official has come to the Archives to pay homage to the
documents not only in his own behalf, but for all Americans who cannot
be in Washington to do so for themselves, The President should indicate
that he, the Speaker and the Chief Justice have signed a visitors' book
(this will be done on camera) which will bear witness to their homage,
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and which will be signed by all visitors to the documents during the
76-hour vigil, The signatures will be put in a time capsule which
will be kept in the Archives and opened on the occasion of the
tricentennial celebration in 2076,

3. The President should take note of the fact that the date on
which this ceremony is being held - July 2 - is a significant one.

It was on July 2, 1776, that the Continental Congress actually adopted
the so-called Lee Resolution for independence (after Richard Henry Lee
of Virginia, who introduced it). The Declaration itself, adopted on
July 4, in effect gave voice to the Lee Resolution,

4, The President should call on the American people to rededicate
themselves to the principles of liberty and justice enunciated in the
founding documents, He should pay tribute to the adoption of the
Declaration as a courageous act of faith which not only rallied the
colonists of 1776, but has for 200 years, served as a clarion call

for freedom-loving peoples around the world (America as the model),
He should note the enduring quality of the founding documents, and
look forward to our third century as a nation guided by the precepts
set forth by the Founding Fathers, (Life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness . . . equal opportunity . ., . justice for all, , , No people
has ever had a richer legacy or more humane ideals , , , Let us
strive together . . .)

JAMES B. RHOADS
Archivist of the United States
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MEMORANDUM FOR ARBA ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERS !

- e APR16 1pm. - ¢
SUBJECT: National Focal Event - | ’9'7'07(5¥=>~

On Friday, April 9, Mr. Burt Rhoads, National Archivist,
Mr. Albert Meisel, Assistant Archivist for the Office of
Education Programs, Mr. Wallace Green, Staff Director

- for the. Joint Congressional Committee on Arrangements,
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Attachment

and Mr. Martin Diamond, substituting for Richard Gambino
and representing the ARBA Council, met to discuss and
review the possibility of developlng a national program
involving the three branches of Government and the three
basic documents;.that is the Declaration of Independence,
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.’
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The meeting was most productive and resulted in the
following attached proposal. Due to the very tight
schedule within which we are working, I would appreciate
receiving any thoughts or comments you might have on the
proposal as soon as possible, preferably by phone.
Contact: Mr. Bill Butler, Secretary to the Counc1l, at
(202) 634-1771.

Once . your comments are received,Athe proposal will be
presented to the Joint Committee, the Speaker of the
House, the Office of the Chief Justice and the Office of
the President for endorsement. .

Mr. Warner has placed with me full responsibility for
coordinating this event, and I do so with great pleasure.
Your advice and suggestions are welcomed, and I look forward
to working with you on what appears to be a very exciting
and wvorthwhile progran.

‘Sincerely,

~dean McKee
Deputy Administrator
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NATIONAL BICENTENNTAL FOCAL EVENT
Executive Summary

Representatives from the American Revolution Bicentennial
Administration, the Joint Congressional Committe®e on Arrangements,
and the National Archives propose a special event to be held on
the evening of July 2, 1976 at the National Archives involving
the three branches of Government and the. three basic documents
associated with the formation of the United States, that is the
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of
Rights. The President of the United States, the Speaker of the
House of Representatlves, and the Chief Justice of the United
States would join ian assembly of citizens at the National Archives
to pay homage to the basic documents and to reaffirm this Nation's
commitment to theiprlnc1p1es and ideals of the American Revolution.
Television coverage of the event would be provided by commercial
and private broadcdast systems, including satellite coverage.

The National Archives would remain open continuously through
July 5th following: the special event for citizens of the United

States and international visitors to view the basic documents.

The proposal will require concurrence by the offices of the
three principal participants. The ARBA would assume responsi-
bility for coordinating the event in cooperation with a designated
representative from each of the branches of Government and other
appropriate agencies.

INTRODUCTION:

The ARBA Advisory Council recommended that the ARBA staff
look into the possibility of developing a program of "magnitude
and dignity" which could set the stage for other programs taklno
place over the 4th of July weekend.

The Council envisioned a program which, in part, would
involve representatives from the three branches of Government,
and the three basic documents: the Declaration of Independence,
the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.

The Advisory Council's pesition is that this type of event
would place at the very center of our national celebration the
two great political instruments to which we owe our being. The
Declaration represents the revolution and the Constitution and
the Bill of Rights its fulfillment. It would seem appropriate
during the Bicentennial for the American people to renew their



.
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. dedication to the principles of liberty and representative
government; and by having the celebration take place at the.
National Archives, in the very prescnce of the three documents,
this central themc of the Bicentennial would be physically and
visually established.

On Friday, April 9, Mr. Burt Rhoads, National Archivist,
Mr. Albert Meisel, Assistant Archivist for the Office of v
Educational Programs, Mr. Wallace Green, Staff Director for the
Joint Congressional Committee on Arrangements, and Mr. Martin
Diamond, representing the ARBA Council, met to discuss and .
review programs involving the basic documents. ARBA staff
members attending were Mr. Dan Buser, Director of Public
Information, Mr. Bill Butler, Secretary to the Council and
Deputy Assistant Administrator for Programs, Mr. Dick Bain,
Deputy-Director of Special Events, Mr. Dan McKenzle, Heritage ..
~'76 Staff, and Tracey Cole. ) ke PG

SUMMARY OF PROGRAM

Martin Diamond reiterated the Council's hope that a
national program involving the three documents and the three
branches of Government could be planned and given national
attention during the 4th of July weekend. Mr. Rhoads, Mr. Meisel,
and Mr. Green agreed that there was a need for such an event and
gave their support to the following program:

: On Friday evening, July 2 at 9:00 p.m., the President, the
Chief Justice and the Speaker of the House would proceed to the

National Archives. Each would be accompanied by an entourage

of representatives from their respective branch of Government.

For example, Cabinet officials would be invited to join the

President, Justices and Judges would be invited to accompany

the Chief Justice, and the Congressional members would be invited

to join the Speaker of the House. Each of the three groups would

move ceremoniously in a torch-light procession from their respec-

tive "seats of government" to the National Archives.

Upon arrival at the National Archives, members of each
entourage will be invited to remain outside, seated on the Portico
along hlth other invited guests representing private and voluntary
institutions and organizations and state and local governments.>

The three main participants would then proceed alone into
the Great Hall of the National Archives where the basic documents
are housed. Each would speak briefly to the nation and the world
via national and international television and radio. The President,
as the official Head of State, would be the last speaker and would
invite visitors to the Nation's Capitol to view the founding
documents and to reflect on their meaning.. Following the.
" President's speech, the Great Hall would remain open contlnuou»ly
through9:00 p.m. on July 5th, permitting citizens and intcrna-.
* tional V1q1tors to v1cw the documents for themselves. Lo
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 CONSIDERATIONS

1. July 2 is historically significant in that Congress
adopted the '"Resolution of Independence,'" officially declaring
the colonies 1ndependent of England.

2. The event should be simple, ceremonious and dignified,
and should stand alone to serve as a true national focal event
opening the weekend's activities.

3. -Congress will be in session the morning of July 2nd
and member participation is expected following endorsement by
the Joint Congressional Committee and the Speaker of the House.
The Joint Committee is expected to meet to con51der this proposal
on April 29. % : : _ )

3

4. Participation across the nation and around the world
would complement this national event through the holding of
similar act1v1t1es 1nvolv1ng the three basic documents.

5. Private sector support would be required if a filmed
or recorded version of the event would be made avallable to
schools, 11brar1es, etc.

6. Arrangements would be required with radio and television

~organizations to insure coverage of the event.

7. Coordination between the Federal and District of
Columbia Governments will be required to provide logistical and
other support services. ¢

" RECOMMENDATIONS

ARBA should assume full responsibility for coordination and
scheduling this event in cooperation with a designated represen-
tative of each of the branches of Government. The ARBA Deputy
Administrator would provide direction to this effort supported
by designated ARBA staff.
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
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Honorahle John O, Marsh, Jr.
Couvnscllor fothe § ‘ms'umlt
‘the Vhite House

Jashington, DC 20500

Cear Mr. Marsh:

In rvesponse to your request, I am attaching rough notes on some po’ ts the
President may wish to make in his remarks here on July 2,

Since our meeting on June 1, we have met with Jean McKee, Deputy

Admicistrator of ARBA and men hers of her staff, Miss McKee will

be sendiag you momeniarily an up-to-date proposed scenario for the

Jnly 2 cereinony. The ARBA people were as puzzled as we by the

traasosition 01 dates, since they had been proceading all along on

f:h~q ar surantion that if a cevemony vere to Laku Jace, it would be held on
the 2ad, I am enclosing a.copy of-171ag 17eKe "s 1 "w-mr'* Tim of April 15

~

which gets forth the plans as we foonuidated thom togethwer ja carly Apvil,

In any event, the ARBA pzonle are now proceeding in accordance with Lcth
this memor andum and our discussion of June 1, Miss McKee will sexve
as coordinator of the event, Her people will make the necessary arraige-
- 1.:nts with the Chief Justice, who, I gather, agreed just yesterday to

participate, and with the Speaker, They will arrange for any necegsary
bands, marchers, ete,, and, within the next few days, will be initiating
conversations with the networks, Necdless to say, ARBA will be working
closely with you and cther key ulnznbc, °s of the White House staff, and
with s,

I perscally think we will have a memorable ceremony, We at the
Arxchives will certainly work very hard to make it so, '

Sincerely,

Ro LA

JAMES B, RHOADS
Archivist of the United States

Tinclogcure

Ileep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Seviags Bonds
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NITED STATPES CF AMERICA
GEIERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

fational Arvclizows and Records Sermice
,W,S Plasicagton, DG . 20408
Archivist of the Unilcd Stades ()

o w0uohle John O, Marsh, Jr,
Covucelilor to the President

Snggesied thenss for Prasidential cewnarks in July 2
ceremonies at the Watiotal A ¢l es, Remarks to be
3-5 minutes in length., Presicdent’s remarks to follow
presentations of equal length by Speaker of the House
and Chief Justice., To avoid duplication, it will be
suggested that Chief Justice focus on C astltuhon
and Speaker on Bill of Rights so that President imnay
concentrate on Declaration of Indzpendence, Jean McKee,
Deputy Administrator of ARBA, has underiaken responsibility
for coordination of presentations by three principals, Just
prior to their remarks, principals will be first siguateries
of visitors' book dm*t;ued for ARBA time capsule to be
placed in Archives and opened in 100 years, Book will
be signed by all visitors to Archives during (G-hour "vigil"
that Deging wi'h this cerenony,

L. "The Prosident might opea by siotiog that this homage to the

founling charters in their pecaccat howne is a singularly appropriate
way to begin the weekend of co'ebrations to follow, for thebe are the
docurroais that | | | It is filtiag, too, ok ua this ocecasion he should

be in the company of the Spertier axd the Chief Justice, the heads of

"~ the other two co -equal branchos of governient which the Founding

Fathers, in their wisdom, created ’c' govern this nation,

2. The President should mention the fact that this ceremony

begins 1 T6-howr vigil over the documents, and that he, as the nation's
chief clected of hc:al has come to the Archlves to pay homage to the
docurrzats not only in his own behalf, but ’r‘or all Americans who cannot
be in Washington to do so for themselves The President should indicate
that he, the Spaaker and the Chief Justice have signed a visitors' book
(this wl}.l be done on camera) which will bear witness to their homage,

K:ep Fresdom in Your Frture 1Vith U.S. Sevings Pmuls



wl which will be gign ti u] all visitors to the decuments duping the
78 hour vigil, 'Che gigo:stures will be put in a time capsule which
witl be ].«'*it in tha A .-;"h"v s nud opeicd ou the ccension of the
tricentonnial celobyation in 2076,
3. The President should teke "‘1e of *he fact *het Uie date on
ieh "Mig ceremony is Leing held - Jnly 2 - is a sigeificant cne,

g en July 2, 1776, that the Conti n"..;d al Congress ~ctually adopted
he so called Lee Resoclution for independence (a.uer Richard Henry T.ce
of Virginia, who introduced it). The Declaration itself, adopted on
Jily 4, n effect gave voice to the Liee Resolution,

4. The President schould call on the Amevican people to vededie: e
tromgeelvas to the x)rmcmleb cf liberty and justice enunciated in the

fov . ding documents. He should pay tribute to the adoption of the
Taoloration as a courageons act of faith +hich not ouly rallied the

co'c iatg of 1476, but has for 280 yenrs, saeved 2s a clavion call

for frecdmn-loviag peooles around the world (America as the model),

e hould note the e 1( aring quality of the fourding documents, and

look forwa Ld Lo cur third century as a nation guided by the precepts

31 L d:ih by the Fenndiag Fathers, (Life, liberty and the puusuit of

Jlases , . . cqval epportoaity |, o, justice for all, | , No pcople
’n- 3 Lvew hod a richer Lgr oy ocmote hinaane ideals , , . Tt us
siive togethor , . )
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April 15, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR ARBA ADVISORY COUNCIT, MEMBERS Ap

SUBJECT: National Focal Tvont it b o

On Friday, April 9, Mr. Burt Rhoads, National Archivist,
Mr. Albert Meisel, Assistant Archivist for the Office of
iiducation Programs, Mr. Wallace Green, Staff Director
Tor the.Joint Congressional Committee on Arrangcments,
rnd Mr. Martin Diamond, substituting for Richard Gambino i
and representing the ARBA Council, met to discuss and .
review the possibility of developing a national program
involving the three branches of Government and the three
_basic Lorunents that is_the Declaration of Indnperdelce,,
the Coastitution and the Bill of Rights. " o

The meecting was most prodnctive and resulted in the

“0llowing attached proposal. Duc to the very tight

chedule within which uve. c.e wo,k7ng, I would appreciate
veceiving any thoughts oc « .iv-ais you might have on the
proposal as soon as possible, preferably by phone.
Contact: Mr. Bill Butler, Secretary to the Counc11 at :
(202) 634-1771. .

Once.your comments are received,. the proposal will be
presented to the Joint Committee, the Spcecaker of the
flouse, the Office of the Chief Justice and the Office of
the President for endorsement.

Mr. Warner has placed with me full responsibility for
coordinating this event, and I do so with great pleasure.
Your advice and suggestions are welcomed, and I look forward
to working with vou on what appears to be a very exciting
and worthwhile program.

Sincerely, . Snen

/,/C..f‘/.:’{_' e ’,{'_"i._f”‘i\

g e LEN
<:57;n McKee o

Deputy Administrator
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NATIONAL BICENTUNNIAL FOCAL EVENT

Executive Susmary

0y

Representatives from ihe Maierican Revolution Bicentennial
;‘W7115t ‘ation, the Joint Congressional Committee on Arcangenients,
ind the National Archives propo> a special event to be held on
the cvening of July 2, 1976 at the National Archives involving
thc Ehree branches of Government and the. thrce basic docuncnts

spciated with the formation of the United States, that is the

D\(1azaL10n of In lependence, the Constitution, a2ud the Bill of
Rishts.  The President of the United States, the Specaker of the
ilouse of Representatives, and the Chief Justice of the United
States would join an assembly of citizens at the National Archives
to pay hcm’ce to the basic documents and to reaffirm this Nation's
commitment to the principles and ideals of the American Revolution.
Tel svision coverage of the event would be provided by commercial

md private oroadcast systems, including satellitc coverage.
The National Archives would renain open continuously Lhrouoh
July Sth follou1nv the special cvent for citizens of the United
States and international visitors to view the basic documents.

The proposal will require concurrence by the offices of th
three principal participants. The ARBA would assume responsi-
bility for coordinating the event in cooperation with a designated
representative from cach of the branches of GOVOInncnt and other
appropriate agencies. .

INTRODUCTION:

The ARBA Advisory Council cecommended that the ARBA staff
look into the possibility of developing a program of "magnitude
and. dignity'" which could set the stage flor other programs. “taking

place over tlie 4th of July weekend. - h

The Council envisioned a program which, in part, weuld
nvolve representatives from the three bra ﬂahcu oi Covernment,
and the thrce basic documents: the Declaration of Indepanuence,
the Constitution, and tho Bill of Rights,

The Advisory Council's pesition is that this type of event
+ould place at the very center of our national celecbration the
two great political instruments to which we owe our being. The
Dzclaration represents the revolution and the Constitution and
the Bill of Rights its fulfillwent. It would seemn appropriate
during the Bicentennial for the American people to renew their
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ledication to the principles ()f 1
goverament ;- and by having the celcbration take place at the
Mationa¥ Archives, in the vor, presence of the three Jdocuments,
this central theme of the Bicentennial would be physically and
visually established.

On Friday, April 9, Myr. Burt Rhoads, National \rchLv SH

Mr. Albert Meisel, Assistant Archivist for the O0ffice of
Educational Proglams,,Mr, Wallace Grecen, Staff Director for the
Joint Congressional Committee on Arrangements, and Mr. Martin
Dianond, representing the ARBA Council, met to discuss and
veview programs involving ihe basic docuwtents. ARBA staff

nbers attcnding were Mr. Dan Buser, Director of Public
Tnformation, Mr. Bill Butler, Secretary to the Council and
up)ULy Assistant Administrator for- Programs, Mr. Dick Bain,

Doputy :Director of Special Events, Mr. Dan McKenzie, derlLage
’76 Staff, and Tracey Lole. :

SUMMARY OF PROGRAM

Martin Diamond rciterated the Council's hope that a
national program involving the threce documents and the three
branches of Government could be planned and given national
attention during the 4th of July weeckend. Mr. Rhoads, Mr. Meisel,
and Mr. Green agreced that there was a nced for such an event and
gave their support to the following program:

On Friday evening, July 2 ¢ 3:00 p.a., the Pre zsident, the

icf Justice and the Speaker of tle Ilouse would proceed to the
sational Archives. Each would be accompanied by an entourage
‘of representatives from their respective branch of Government.
0T cxlmple, Cabinet officials.would be invited to join the.
President, Justices and Judges would be invited to accompany - -
the Chief Justice, and the C01g10J51ona1 members would be invited
to join the Speaker of the House. Each of the threc groups would
move ceremoniously in a torch-light procession from their respec-
tive "seats of government'" to the National Archives.

Upon arrival at the National Avchives, members of each
entoelrage will be invited to remain outside, secated on the Portico
along with other invited guests representing private and voluntary
institutions and organizations and state and local governments.>

The three main participants would then procecd alone .into
the Great Hall of the National Avchives where the basic decuments
are housed. Each would speak briecfly to the nation and the world
via national and international television and radio. Thp President,
as the official llcad of State, would be the last speaker and would
invite visitors to the Nation's Capitol to view the founding
docunents and to seflect on their meaning. TFollowing the. :
President's speech, the Great Hall would remain open contianously
through 9:00 p.m. on July Sth, permitting citizens gad.interna--
tional visitors to view the documents for thcmscivcgi,(T*ixw‘
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CORNS TRERAT TONS

I, Julys 2 is histerically sienificant in that Congress
alapted "the "Re:olution of [adependence,™ officially declaring
‘he colonies indepzndent of Eaglond.

2. The eveint should be siuple, ceremonions

1 sliculd stand nleone to scrve is a true
pening the weekend's activities.

and dignified,
aaticnal focal event

3. Congress will be in session the morning of July 2nd
and menber participation is cxpected following endorsement by
the Joint Congre<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>