


























































































I am sure you understand that I am not asking for a decision on the 
President's July 4 schedule. All we need now is your authority to 
work with the Advance Detail and Secret Service to insure that plans 
now being made would be satisfactory if, at some future date, the 
President decides to participate. --

Copy to: Dr. Theodore C. Marrs 
Special Assistant 

to the President 

\ 
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John W. Warner 
Administrator 
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MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 1, 1976 

JACK MARSH ttl' 

RON NESSEN 
JERRY JONES 

ROBERT T. HARTMANN 

This sounds like a good idea to me, particularly 

APR 2 1976 

since the lf.ij - ·· :1 on Sunday this year, 
and I think we should_ grab it and run with it be-
fore somebody else does. M ts 
be{s~~-w..uw.,s~~B&~M:f.11fs 

tl;!W~au:x·d:::ma~t.rYrn~fitf=mm~vw: Mr. 
Bi'ilok:1'~~dt~rn~t~~~~H"t'ary 
i\U:~.e-6-f.".&Uf!!f;ti)l~SiMt.hHAriJ\tj&e:J 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 29, 1976 
. ' 

Dear Fred: 

Thanks for your letter and enclosur~ of March 
18th which were on my desk upon my return from 
California with the President. 

I read wit~~nterest the abstract you enclosed 
of a .. letter to the President from Mr •. D. W. Brooks, 
Chairman of the Board of Gold Kist, Inc., Atlanta, 
Georgia, suggesting a nationwide ringing of free
dom bells at noon on July 4th. This sounds like 
a good idea and I will see what we can do with it. 

Warm personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

ROBERT T. HARTMANN 
Counsellor to the President 

The Honorable Frederick B. Dent 
The Special Representative 
for Trade Negotiations 

1800 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20506 '· 

". .... .. 



THE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR 
TRADE NEGOTIATIONS 

WASHINGTON 

20506 

Mr. Robert T. Hartmann 
Counselor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Bob: 

March 18, 1976 

Mr. D. W. Brooks, Chairman of the Board 
of Gold Kist, Inc. of Atlanta, Georgia, has 
written the President on March 11th with a 
fascinating suggestion for his consideration. 
I was sent a copy of the letter and am enclosing 
herewith an abstract which summarizes the sub
stance of the suggestion. I think it warrants 
your consideration and believe that you will 
find it to be quite interesting. 

With best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely~yours, 

~D t -;·"\. 
Frederick B. Dent 

. . .. .. 



Abstract of Letter from D. W. Brooks, Chairman of the Board, 
Gold Kist, Inc., Atlanta, Georgia to the President under 
date of March 11, 1976. 

"One of the most significant things that happened on July 
4, 1776 was the ringing of bells celebrating our freedom. 
In trying to think of something in which we could involve 
every citizen, it has occurred to us that July 4 this year 
comes on Sunday and, hopefully, a reasonably high percentage 
of our people in this state will be in church on that day. 
These church services will conclude at 12 noon. We have 
felt that if we could develop a program·whereby we ask 
every group in this nation to participate in the ringing·· 
of the bells of freedom at 12 noon on Sunday, July 4, we 
could immediat~ly obtain the support of practically every 
church. 

"When we pursued this further we found that practically 
every civic organization was interested in encouraging 
their members, wherever they might be, to participate 
in the ringing of freedom bells at 12 noon on July 4. 
Then when we contacted the universities and the colleges 
and the schools, we found that all of them were intensely 
interested in participating in the program. We also 
learned that there were many bells which could be rung at 
12 noon, and even in the churches that did not have bells, 
they all had chimes which could be used at that time. 

"By doing this we could in a very dignified and historic 
way commemorate the July 4, 1776 celebration. Furthermore, 
with a program this simple, which could last from five 
to fifteen minutes, or any length of time that any group 
may want to extend it, we could probably bring into this 
program almost every citizen and thereby emphasize the 
freedom we have now held for two hundred years. 

"With all of our troubles and problems, we still have more 
freedom than the peoples of the world have enjoyed from 
the beginning of mankind. So, we felt that we should find 
some way to celebrate this in a dignified way, in a 
historical way, and in a way that every citizen could 
participate. 

"We believe this kind of program would appeal to every 
citizen in this country and would call the attention of 
all of us to the freedom which we have enjoyed. Consequently, 
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we would like for you to consider proposing such a program 
for all the people of this Nation, beginning with the 
eastern part of the country and moving across our great 
Nation from one time zone to the next. In that way, bells 
would gradually ring from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
heralding the fact that we are still free. 

"We have had such a tremendous response to this idea that 
we thought we should call it to your attention with the 
hope that it might be something that would appeal to you 
as a means of bringing all the people of,this Nation 
together in a program where everybody could participate."·· 
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