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Aitkin -K}rnett 

THE AITI"dN-KYNETT CO .. INC. • FOUR PENN CENTER • PHILADELPHIA. PENNA. 19103 • 215 LOCUST 8·6700 

John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Jack: 

March 24, 1975 

~,; ·.' 

Thank you very much for your prompt response to my letter about 
the B.i.c.ea,iNirlliail W&~en 'il::p._Qri.~ 

Your letter arrived here on Friday while I was out of town. I 
have made a copy of it for Mn;_ ..W'&lf and I know she will attempt 
to reach ~ as quickly as possible. After they have had 
a chance to communicate with each other • I do hope that something . 
can be worked out that is suitable to all parties. 

Again my thanks and with best 

GVS:kr 

Digitized from Box 65 of The John Marsh Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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Wal"dl 18. 1975 

'Ibawb for,._., receat 1.tter co.aceralaa tAe 
Bic.-...aial Waaoa. Tra!a PUarlmaae. 

Based a. year· letter. tbe WaaO. Tnia aonwle · 
like aa aaiq-. e..tea .. r. lha,. aaked Dr. 
Teci Muora~ wllo MwiJ- BiceateDAial matte~• 
for. IDe• to •P-k·Witli ~.Us. Ony coacendac 
t.ba- projecL- 1 a.. uked _Tea to aet back to 
me jm,..,...iatalr foUowlat Ja.u. COAYeraatiota.. 
Dr.-. Wa~ caa lte naclaed at (202) 4S6-Z735. 

I hop• sc*etbJai !=&a 1ae work.eti oat whi~ la 
s uitaWe to all ,_..u- coac:eraecl. 

.. 
.Jolua 0. .Mana.. J ... 

. --~~r to dJe Pr .. w.u 

Mr. Georx• Y. sa. ... · 
Vice Pre.idW ; .. 
Tbe AWrla-K,..et· Co=peay 
Four Peea. c...r:· .. 
Ptd.JaGelplda.: '~Y~J9103 · 

cc: Ted Warrs 

dl/3-18-75 

.· • 
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\i--M .J oltn 0 ~ l·iars h ~· .; :: • 
Counsellor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D •. C. 20500 

Dear Jack: 

'.' 

'I 

Narch 11, 1975 

The· Public Relations Division· of Aitkin-Kynett is involved in a 
program that I think you ought to know about. 

LOC 1J5T 

The program is the Bicentennial Wagon Train Pilgrimage. Essentially 
the program comprises a Conestoga Wagon given to the Bicentennial 
Co,T.mission of each State. On a carefully worked out plan of logis­
tics, these wagons join together, State by State:r to make a tremendoUs 
Wagon Train Pilgrimage back to the symbolic birthplace of our Nation 
Va.lley Forge. 

The Wagon Train· starts from Blaine, Washington, Juri.e 8:o 1975 and · 
reaches Valley Forge July 4, 1976. 

Tne Wagon Train moves 20 miles a day and has an encampment every 
evening to i'fhich the sunou..-rding communities 'are invited. This 
encampment is essentially a Bicentennial celebration highlight~ 
by the Wagon Train show l'fhic...~ is a patriotic "Godspelln. At the 
A .. l{BA presentation at Washington, D. C. March 3 and 4, this show was 
the outstanding event. Reciprocal ~ntertainment is provided by glee 
clubs~ square dance groups, and ~uch., from the high schools and 
colleges of the communities arou.~d the encampment. 

Tne program is further enhanced by a Scroll of Rededication Program 
·for conununities and private citizens to sign. These Scrolls a-"1"'£! 

taken back to Valley Forge by 20,000 Outriders wit.."l the Wagon Train. 

There is also an educational program for all the high schools in the 
count-ry bui 1 t around the theme of the program. 

The attached brochure describes the program and· shows the rm:rte in 
detail • 

Thelma Gray, the head of our Public Relations Dh"isiO'.!'I. was inVited· 
by William Baroody~ Jr. to attend a meeting at the Whi. te Hot!Se of 
business executives on February 5. Thelma Gray is listed as one of · 
the five people in this country who have done the w~st to advance 
the profession of public relations. 

8-6700 
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Subsequent to that meeting, Thal:ma Gray met ;d th Dick Lukstat 
discussed the Bicentennial prograiil in depth. Several problems are of 
great concern to her and to the agency at this ti::re_, and she discus.seC: 
these p:-ob lens >d th t.!r. Luk.stat. 

TI1ere are now over ISO, 000 volunteers in the Bicentennial Wag on Train 
Pilgrimage. There are people who will se~/e as Outriders, as the 

c:::ews> and as orga:ti::crs of t~:.e Eic-en T::::ti_::. ;::..c ':/-:_ ~l~s 
in each S-cate. To secure nat:i,onal supporc: -:h~ prog:::.·J..:n, !l!e!!lbe:cs o£ 
her staff met with every Bicentennial Commission in the colli-:ttrJ. I 
doubt that there is any other national Bicentennial program, otl1er 
than the operation of ARB..!\, which is ~'iorking as cooperatively iiith 
the Bicentennial Commissions of the States. 

Additionally, the Bicentennial Commissions of a great many of the 
States, being short of fUnds, have adopted the ivagon Train Pilgrimage 
as their State program. 

The essence of the problem is that ARBA did not have a Board set ~~ to 
give out Board approval until the end of September 1974. This meant 
that Thelma Gray and her staff were soliciting sponsorship for this 
Pilgrimage program from business and industry starting in mid-October 
1974 -- just as the economy went sour. 

Some success has been met with. 
$~.7-~llion. They have raised 
which cuts the need for dollars 

total cost of the program is 
$2.5-million in essential services 
to $2.2-million. 

:Major corporations have been reluctant to put up fu.11.ds until they 
see how the economy goes in the first half of 1975. Inasmuch as 
the Nagon Train begins its Pilgrimage June 8> 1975, the program 
cannot wait for funds or com.rni tment of funds that far off • 

.. 
The press has picked up the Wagon Train story because it dra.'natic 
and romantic. They have run thl story in ever'/ village, ha.'illet and 
city. The agency has been deluged with letters from people coast to 
coast who want to be involved \d th this prograin. It is truly the only 
national Bicentennial program in which people are particinants instead 
of S!>ectators. Recognizing this fact> Did: Lukstat felt that t..'!e 
program must hanpen. He has asked Syd Eiges of JlqBA to call corporations 
and try to secure funding. Mr. Eiges has been deeply involved with 
this, but, so far, no results. 

It is my personal belief that there Hill be a national hue and cry if 
this program is terminated. T'ne public does not identify the source 
of a program and they consider a national Bicentennial program such 
as the \'lagon Train as a government-inspired progra.11. People will feel 
that they have been deprived of their one opportuni~/ to participate 
in the Bicentennial. · 

f· 
I 
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Tte:re are 5-million ne~bers of horseman associations in this COlli"ltry. 

Each :::.ssociation has endorsed this program and. the associatio::J. :members 
are er.tl:usia.stic abottt it. 

Inas2uch as this celebration is> in the '.Wrds of Pat Hall> the Executive 
Director of the Bicenten.'lial Commission of Oregon: · "The catalyst of 
the Bicentennial in the State of Oregon and the total inspiration for 
C:-e ·· -- and ~~1.e .Pr:>gr~ bn~ 1 ~ on a coJru:lur..i c:eleOrati:>n across 
the country every 20 miles -- J. oeueve the public >muld be justified 
in its potential disappointment. 

Somewhere there must be Federal funds that can help this program. SUI"'Jive. 
The -~~BA grants are small and will not happen until the end of April~ 
but Thelma Gray is still pursuing that avenue. Unless~ however, fund.L"lg 
is found iDlllediately, the p:togT"'....m cannot meet its deadline. Wagons 
must be built within the next two \'leeks. If not funds. at least a 
commitment is needed. 

I may be wrong> but I have a feeling that if Thelma Gray could talk 
to you and President Ford about this program> help would be found. 
It seems to me almost inconceivable that a program that has inspired 
so many thousands of families to '\ITi te to us a:J.d ask to be part of 
this Pilgrimage program, should be terminated because of shortage of 
funding. · 

With a meeting in mind.t I will suggest to Mrs. Gray that she call you 
by 'p::.one for any direction or help you can give. 

fli th best \~~ishes. 

,. 

eq 

cc: Mrs. Thelma Gray 

Errc. 

cerely, 

' '' ./.?' !"? ~: T ~~~----------
.. ,· George ~j'Shanno 

Vice President 

/;;:;:. ~· :~ 
Ft<q . 

. . 
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As an appropriate tribute . to the N ati;~ ~ s . While enroui~~th~ s~ ;agon win inspire:.:-: 
200th anniversary. wi:- will roll the wagons : historic. ceremoilles~. Schedule- p_ermitting, it 
once more-.. · · -... ·' · : . .,...,,:_::c , . _ ~~~i1y·.. could join paradeS:;.visitStateParks; shrines~J: 

• - - .. !- :- •.•• '. -- '-.~:;;;(7~ fairs 'and civfc'·eyents~ .·: : .. _;::?~'-~ .} -: ·: ·_::~c~·:-:_,_ 
Once more. we'll ta.l(e to the wagon trails~.- · -· ·-· : · . ~=•:-:~ ----- · -

But this time we'll.head -~~tlvard.::.~~';;lli:i~& ·.__ -E~~n~ualiy th~'st~tewag~~-~lfjti~ :Eftceh.~d:::: 
. . · : ·:;: .. > ·. :, _·.:~-:,;~W£:[\.;·· .f:- -~ff:~~.!JEr~E~::j~;: -- tennial \V~go~~ from·_otherS~~~)~.a ·r_n~~.:~::~t--~ 

Back to theCradleofLiberty;..·ApdgnmagerZ:.·- sive Pilgnmage.::to< -'our:·:.Natiori'?s-~.birthplace."':':.:Z~~, 
·: to the birthpl~ce. ofthe:natton~To r.~dedi~te.;:~,~. : -~ ~\vhere ·the siined ·s~r~iE"~will.b~-··; · · .i ;<:~~ 

t::."' : . . ·. • •. · .. : ·.;: . .:·: ' *J • •• ·-... ;·.~--~~· :.~ ·.,. .. ~ ..... ::.- --.~· ... ~-:::;·r~.~~-~':'·- 1:- • - :; .• ....... · ·4 -- .. · ·. ~ . ~-'-~~ 
the lrut.a;oi:ihe~nauon.s;:quze.~s~to~cthe.same:~:: ;~ ...... ;t:.:;,~. : ,,. , · ·. . :::_:::.~:--=: . · · · · · -

. . 'r •;·. _ . .,._~.":.·~····• ·.-.... ·•_..-, • .. :: -.... '· '. :-,.:-.;.{,;~·• ::i_-"'i.i. -, .. --:~:•:--\.,..:.·"'~-.; .• • • . ··<"' ::- ·· - · ~:":' 

.:· prmdpies:?.¥hic1Lirisp~ed(their::(oref~et.~_.,,~~-, · _-:~ ":_::h The B · ·-~:~~t~~f~~;:2~~~~W 
.:·;.:. -.-l~#t!-':\~}ff~~~~~fk§#}~~,. . ~1J~fi~~-~~'Y"~ i·~~~{jr(( · ·. ie 
. :·~-. / . ~--· Briefiy~~the.:Bi~enteiipi~I:~Mqrr~T~~~?~~\"ofthe.:N ationii· Dlit~;dla(ID,v~!j~~~~t(~~l~~j~ 

-;!~~~~~liilllll!t:~~~O. e.· bi<itil)it~:ot.:~JJ[lC~p~~lOJ~ 
J •• ,_ • possible tohlstonc,traiJ~--~-(f;~-~o<?Il:~~tes ...... , 7 ·,;;; , ;;·L·'J·liH"i.,~ ::~·''~·:;n~~~~ -· ::j~ ~::_t~!I~it~JJ:t~p;l-~~lf~~if&~~~- ~~~~k;~~i,;·-~ "':· .. · .. -.... ·~-~-~~~~~~~~~g~t~~:~: 

• ·-:- '}-··- -- _ -~ ·-: . ' . $·;·.···-· • ..::· .. · . "'~., .... . ~. !:.....:! ~- .. -.. ·:~.;~ 

·f- ·. WagorrTriU.il:Pilgiimag~:W!11b&'Offere<rtii~fv.~ !,f:;:·. The"> 
• ~ .• '.:..' .- ._ • ~. •A ... •..: i ... ·;;: ~· . ':·""~ ~ ; ··•• ·..,. r~- -·~~....,;.~ ~:,;.-~." •• • . • _ _ . 

· -'"'~ officially·: d~signated:/BiCe~t~imiat·:.c.~.i!t:~-F::. ':~:;..- 'wiJl.;·l?t!:~one-~.·c; _qn1~:ro~.Is:::leX(:iting .... ~ ........ L. _ _ -,_,,._,, "-"~~~-~-.-

.... ·~;~~~~:1%~~~~i~i~1i~¥'~~td!~!~r6tar~ark,site. .nd,km~na~> ~ 
The Pilgrimage:wili:serve,·as the ~o!fes1v_€::~·-.·.:- · Parks~ the wagone~s :Wilihosfihe.p-eopl~Qf ~ - • 

thr·~ ~~~~,~ ~i~+f:i~~tt~:,~~;~t1£~i!1(_. ... . .'?t~f · :-:::~J;- · · <;~~tr::~~~~~~~~:J·~ :.~,· 
. Volunteers-from the North:Amencan~Trilll .: . , , · · ··'\; ·c-,,. :;,··J'_ ::. 

~~e ~1~6ri~tr~~1t~~:~:-~~~t~~~:::~ ~: _-·: .. - ~,~~ :-~f~J~t7.{~~-1 

_ · .. outridemThese-~_·pqity:Express'·!~ I:fdei.~Wirr:~~~1':i . : 
... . . .- • , ... ..!: ~ " •• ' -~ ,. -,. . ~~ .· .. . ~ .... .. ...... - - : :. ........ -· 

· ·' ·. branch -out. from therState':.\Vagons.W;teach4~-'\i.::'tt;~'-:;;?· 
: ; ~ ·_comm~mties. n~Y o~ the ;ffiai£ --- .· . . . . . . ' ·- ::~.·· 
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·--America. Local wagon and Ca:rriage groups.. Since-the announcement of the Wagon Train 
riding dubs,_, youth organizations will be in- - Pilgrimage,-a great number of school children--
vi ted to join.~ the-Wagori ;Tram.during the have asked how they can be a part-of the ._ 
period-ofits approach to:ifi(fd~p-arture from program. School teachers have: viewed the 

~ .· . . . . 
the outskirts of any commuruty; ·:-. Pilgrimage as an ideal method of dramatizing 

.. : . ..-:Y.~;; : _ -::-~ - .: , :~·d::-~-::~';~~- - :_:. , ._ : . · the early history of. our Nation_ These re-. ·.- _ -_·,: . 
· -- ~- s pectat6i:S"r,wlu;be~-~~~-6~m~T~~view ; the ·-~-:-~;.7~ :-:~ que~t~~hiive inspired the beginning: of an edu..:~ -·;;":-.::5.~~~ 

ritual o[e.ncamping;~watei:iilg;;;reeding and. · ... . cation3.1 study unitbased on the Colonization -
. f: grooming · 'teams ·at -,;-.. ··Tho.se :who ~-_.,.,. .. -__ · __ _ ,-·andPioneering periods of Aniericanhistory~_:· 

'wish· wilL --- · · · • ·-f.,~ ··- _·-::~> __ ._. - . - . - :,· :-:::~~ · ;, : ... 
H ·~ 

_},;J~~ :: 
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:'~~~t: On.~a. s_1_tm:. ll,~. t .'._mtlSH;a.l~p~:rtCit11'1aDICe 
. · ·: posed spe~~~y:for: 
· ,~-\~ age;The evemng will. co. •nC~luae:wltDl.Clllll 

. '·: :sing-alongs,and coi.intry; . . . . . . --- '. ·: ~:>~~~·, ) ;;~~l~~~;~~~~·r 
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The Wagon Train Pilgrimage provid~s ·an:/!-·· ·The nati~~al\~~~~~:r.c-ak·Pilgrimage wil1 .. ·<1' · 
opportunity to direct attention of local ~ : be conducted in five separate segments, each: .. _ ... 
schools to~ the heritage~;p(.~c}?.:_.Bicenteruiia,l~:_~~. . segment funneling into the· maiit-wagon train; .. : -~~r. 
community: .. Awards .v/uf.: t,e- ·i>rese.ntecf.ta1c~~~; : ,_ heading · Eas'iward~: ·ne:Y :::wiii~Jollow :.a.s:~~-
sc hool children .for outstanding e~~ays 9~.c.\c.r.- . closely as possibie:~uch weti:.tmo~ historic;'· ~-~·-· 
thc!ir local~'.forefathers 'who;'pfoneered ' the:·'~ - . routes as· ihe~~Or~gon:rui~f-Califonua·Trails-~-;~;7;;: 
paths through-the wildernes-s during~ the..:.: . . Gila, Mormi:)n~:. Santa: Fe,. ,Oidi_Spanish~~:3f':;· 

. foun~~-g.'.~ . .-.~,~-~1f.:~_-~_: .. _:_;~~-~-~: ~c · ' ~ · : : ~;},·&}:.·_.:_~~~:.::::._~_~·;.-~+_?_·:.. ~.:.· .. ~ ' ~a~c?ez .Trn.c~?1'1;;~1~T~~-~;~¢?.I¢~~~t, a~d; of~~~: 
. ; --. . "_, .. ~ ... --.:- . . - - course, . the· famous~.:~agon:< roadEEancaste(:-f~-;:. 

· ~ .. Pike~~Thes~fo_ute~;~!ll~b~; · · '"''c.': ·· 

. ~ ~->with- ~Jli.QJ.I.~Jt \.J'"""~ ........ . ·::- .... i.~~ .. . . ... t·;.;_,.f:_": ~· -·· - ~· 

. : .: -. } ern Stat.~$"haY_¢:app~ed .... :fJ;~~f:tJ~:.;~~~ 
· :: :'· designatithese~p1oiie·.;. __ , __ ·-= ,..~""' 
. ·.· ~, ,.; _ tionai .sh:i-inbs.'ai:i<i ..... · .... -~­
. ·, -.- ~th~ . ~ ' r.; . u;_:;;~;~:{/ . ' ' ' 

=- · ·: .~;•U·X The-Bicentennial. . . \·~"'~ f?"" .·. . , · .. ~ .. . - .- . 
. . ,<~·};:~ill ~er~at~on 
: :._ :tff~Park · · 

.. · -.with. the· ., '··· "······· .... -.. ~· ...... ,o~rit:i[es~~~-;.:~::~.,.. ,:,'.!'"·'--c"".'"'·--
·. ·~~~ii¢l;~~~fr~;i:: . . 

' ~-:.: _: . two'i.tibiitli~:durii:ig u .... ~....,...!! ......... 

"~~-:F ::~:;~¥~atcr·~~·si: -~e:~ru-~~g •t1i¥ .... _ ~ .C-~'! ::_be;Jp~rat~d . _ ·two .. ,_ ,_ 
.. They \v.ill ~~v_i~e~ -~Pi?,!-«.g,.~w~go_ll_7~r~f~~~;;, , _: ~ sis~ts,:. a ..... · .. ~ reia~~:PrrifesStoruii;.:aru~~~ 

the . ~~~~:~~-~~v~~.7~~~1~f-~~·-·:·;~~t~~~~-~~t~~[;: ---C~~~~~!~~~ -~;gt~~~~:.;:5-~~~?.l:iX~~-,~;Es~ 
The. N<:>rth'. Anieric?il~::rr~~ ~d~~~o~ei:~/c/.. , · .The ·Bicent.e.J!~aE\V~gon ;Tram·~giimage'·-~::t: 

ence' whose voiunteefs serve aioutrideqfq~:~> . : . program will re.~~riducted Wit~theeomplet~ :~·/;~ 
the Wagon. Train, 'pli:u:i.-(1. coast to coast_ Pony ... :.: ''· support and-c~operation ::of. the:-American\:~t:~ 

. . Express.r~lay !imed to ¥tiv~ at Valley Forge:~t; ·. Revohitio~ .B!~}:'pte_~miaL'Administration~-lhe.?'"iL 
:::. · · simultaneously \~}tl{'ifit;\ainval.''oL the;,~~?;;; , _ ·-! Federal B icexih~nill~ '1:ooj="dinatm'g ~orgaxilza~~~§i 

-; •. _·-:::r~~~1iilil~l'~~ifll_>~t~~ci~~!~l!~li~#~l 
:: .;~ ·Each Staie:~illbe:supplfe~'#jth::anauthentf~#·?'~~_-.-=.');Tl:te. Bice . . · . · :·or the-Com..:3i: 

~- :. J~-- - - · ,. ···--.- · · · <- -.~;,~:: -~~oit)Vealth ·. ·_:_ ~fJ~;ii 

10:f<c0ri:ii>Tettr'rf57.iruti:al: ~~~·~~ 
· securetL:"'~: 

~-~~ ·.. ·. :.!~~ 
u ........... .., and · -~n.: 

. '~six -indn·ur' 11l:gruma:g~rflreliminaiy 
indicates~thatthese' crews·: Will be 
ailabl~·a!'volunteers :ft-om,;-carriage,, · · · .. ;::·.,·.~ - .. 

. . and ho~s~men associ~tions. Or. farm gnff:IP~::.:: "·~ ·._· ~ ~;-

.. ·· ;~;~~<: ;~~~~~c~c~lBY;·:. 



American Revolution -~~~--~: l,;~~:~'o..\ 
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Bicentennial Administration· · \.. .l 
. -. ;~---- .. ~- .. ·:-~ .. ~:~ii~~ -'~a.,g1~:~~ .... 

'~The only-truli nation-ill 'coverage· program 
· that we have exclusive ,of television media _ 
J;Jssibilitfes is the Bicent~fUl!hl~wagori Train ·~·~::~::-·--- ~-=,:;:-: 
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Dear ----------------------
I have received your correspondence about the report of mis­

treatment of horses on the Bicentennial Wagon Train Pilgrimage to 
Pennsylvania. 

That report was erroneous. The Commonwealth would not have 
undertaken this program without giving full consideration to the 
safety and well being of the animals. The wagon train pilgrimage 
was organized and planned with the advice and guidance of a commit­
tee of horse industry leaders and veterinarians who specialize in 
equine practice. 

The teamsters and outriders in the program have been selected 
for their expertise and for the suitability of their horses for the 
program. The teamsters are under constant supervision and their 
horses are checked periodically by veterinarians and animal health 
officials in the states they are passing through. 

I hope this information will allay your concern. 

Sincerely, 

George H. Ebner 
Executive Director, Bicentennial 

Commission of Pennsylvania 
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. · · Jaf :· ..... ~·, ,_.. .. 
Lt. Governor El1lcst P. Kline, Chairman 
. .-: ·· N~· · ·ft{$. · 1' · ··, :· ··· :;,.ze··' 
George n~ Eblici: Executivc?Director 

For Further lnfo~tion: 
T. Ward Welsif.~V::r: <,,~-. ,\:~r~··• > · 
Aitkin~Kyn~t't 
4 Penn Center 
P.btiad~lphia. ·Pa. 19103 
(215) 1.0.· 3-0380 

to Pennsylvania 

For iitformatioa~tier:(215)LO 3-0380 . ~. . . ..;_· •' - . " : 

With;tht .sup~rt of: · 
'~orth Amcrian Trail Ride Conference 

Illinois Vet~rin"¥!~~"-SaY,8 

. ;:_ ; ... , . _f}-> 1 • .... .' • 

:Cl~~.; ~Jl'~pi'-: ·-- The· ho~~s·.~~~~· ~tf~~~~~$(~~! Bicentennial 
__ \. · _ .-~.~~~·- ,._ ·- -. ::.·:·.:\~~~;. __ : . . ·~_:· ~. :~.:fr~~< :· ~y.!~~1~1~~~; {t.~~~-~~>=-::.~-~~¥~ :_ -~-;~~?~---

Wag~~~~a,.U. Pilgdmag~ ;to. ,~.yl~an{a,<:or~lt'pa~:)lijg~a~ are 
:.;~~;~~-~~ - --~~- -~·>: .. ~~.- :'~7':;'}~:--~ ~ : . . · .-.:-~· ·~- · .... · ·_;:~·-; . ~~ 

better '~~~ theiJ ianC:ei.tot.ii; ·did. :g()ing w~at'~ \ll; ·proaitient Illinois 

~t'J~,;--~~ ~o!'•)'· 
Dr. : Tho'IIUu~ E • · . 

'• ~ .::. 
,_.~horse ·~ apec:l.&list who is 
·-\'.· :.··t.i';. .. ·•·· :.·: . 

Pennsylvania . bt.~c~~tE~lt.:J;~i;J~rc•st·•···it; \v .. gilt . ·the 
. . . ·!~:;; ;-: 

The 2Q-mil~ .each day are easier on 

the draftborties ·t~ on the saddle horses accompanying the wagons, . . .. ) . ~ ': . . 

Dunkin said, because the riding • h~~s~. ar~ carrying weight. But most 

of the saddle horses are only traveling part of~: the 'way and they 

· frequently can walk on the shoulder of the road rather than the 

pavement. 

The horses, which are ·shod with special borium shoes to improve 

their footing on pavement, move at a comfortable gait -- about four 

(more) 
Managed by: The AITKIN-KYNETT Co., Inc., 4 Penn Center, Philadelphia, Pennsy~vania 19103 (215) LO 8-6700 
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Wagon Train Horses Are Fine, Illinois Veterinarian ~ay~, 

Ddles per hour, Dunkin pointed out. They stop three ti~s during each 

day for· a rest and water and generally are off the road .by mid-afternoon~ 

At any sign of fatigue or lameness, participating horses are trailered 

ahead to the next enc·ampment, Dtmkin said. 

About 25,000 horses have par~icipated. int@e':''p,;,Bra. .. eowrlng 
. • • c.._c., . ..,.,,. : •• . ,. • . . ~ • .- • ... J ... , . 

~;llt_OOO miles in ith. t~estern and southern states, Dunkin :·a~id, and 

there has 'been no sickness or injury attributable c6:: the demands ~f 

traveling on the road. 

Many horses have been turned away from the pilgrimage because 

they didn't hav~'- the necessary health certificates, or appeared to be 
;·;f.,;l:;~~ 

inadequatelY:! conditioned .o~~ trained for highway trav~l~ •. ~1~ ._..aid. 
~-~!:'',~tf~,' '"':·;~~~'i:f· ' L~{!>·M~ •' ~ -· :;.w"', .:.-::·~ \\.* ;'t~; . ..:~r: 1¥, 

. -~in';j.iJ;:;~~~res _of ,~_terinarians had ch'Aji- :t:~;!,. {!t~>t~-~i~•i 
, .\I. '••' ~~ •.;,. • '1 '• ' ' • \, .. ~ 7 •· 1 ·~· -'J.: ~._(;!.l_L>(..: "~J.< ~~ ... ~.,.,. 

,.'..;_--;;f;'J. ~:~1Ji~li.;;._~f.~ ~- · ··~.-· ,.. ! •• -. :.~t,.·r~ .r,·4_·~·-. ~·;ic1~,; ~·(~.~ . ..-1-· J'1~11-
.... ~::· ..... ~·~·· ........ • ' ,'. "· .... ·~~ h J'). ' ~<~ !J.. t"•· ·~ " .:-: .•• ?."'J'~t 

hors~a and mii~i!a:· pver the: past 10 mon~h~ arid he ')1''' i11Vit,e~t his 
•.·_.r.;_t~·· .. ~~:.':~f-!·"~ .. ::.·_,· '\j·~-.. ~ .. -;. ·~-.-~K4i':,_,">.\~·~~. ;.,':;< __ ;. -'.;· ,., . ~-131~~.:/t• ~· · ... ·.·:- _.t .... ~ - --·:,• 

'etil;la~· :''' in ~~·r~·' states to ''#.sJ'iJ 'ilii. j;fl~tifilaa~;.t ~-··~ ~~ time ::;J:f'~~~t~~· .. .' .. :?;·~'f.';.rr1·Y\: · ·),~·· ~~~J~ .-;-, ,~ :::::~-.-. < • ~:;,. !:~: · 
to "examine 'the' animals. 

·--~~:::~t~~~~:~t~··:~;~i~Lf -~iifi~rian ,f.b{::ii; years. He fs a founder and 
••• ,"1- ' ·-..~·· .. ' ... ~;:·~ _, ~-· •• ~~ •• \:.~~~5 ... 

foi:...!r president' of the National Association of Eqtiine Practltion~£· ,.~~ 

He is a member of the U. S. Department of Agric~lture's Advisory Board 

on Equine Policy, the Illinois Veterinary Medical Association, the 

American Veterinary Radiological Association and the .American Animal 

Hospital Association. 

"As a veterinarian I am deeply committed to the humane treatment 

of animals," Dunkin said. "But these animals don't face half the 

hazards that their ancestors did when they pulled wagons west 150 

years ago." Things like gopher holes, rushing rivers and waterless 

days. 

(more) 
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Wagon Train Horses Are Fine, Illinois Veterinarian Says 

·. 

William J. !'Bill" Chambers, President of -tbe ~-~~~ ~~~~~,if'~t:~~~.;: 
•'."1- ·:-~-~~ ._·:· - -~ ... ~:f.~;,;l•,;:~:· .:.:~..;·,.., . 

Ride Conference, ·another advisor to the prq.gr,· rode r~tl}. the .. ~~t:a:··~;f,l; 
'; ... ':lf''A ,l:tt·.·,l';~ . . J ·:.·~ ... , , .r_ 

Trail Train into Kansas City last weekend. He :'~~;·t.bfi! :'iiors~a: on i.~t! 

train were in supurb condition when they ~~~.~~~ie:a~.!~~· 

Chaabers", who has been a competitive_. _and,:'ndu~ance .~.id~~ .·:~~~·a,~_;.c, . 
• •• ·' :'1. • :.t• ~ '\ ..... ~' . '. 

years, said his main concern ~-f~~t. yta~:t~'~ ~J;ains~~ Ne~~~€1 an~~:; 
"' I . :l,: "'"1~.' • · . • , , .·_~":_t·0 ·,,· :· •.::-., 

Tennessee was that some of the horses we~e- get~l~g~ ;fat ~· , :.--

"We have gone to great lengths tp _select t-h~ p~oper hor •. ea, shoes 
. . ·~· . '' ... . . -. . ~ 

and diet for this trip and to ·pta~ a reatJonable -~~e4uf~\:i~· .Cb~lllbers ., . . . - .... -/. ·.. ; .. 

·said. "Obviously we will have .to. pay special· a;tt4i!otl.oii to t~ffic 
. . : ·.' '::.: 'ikilt~·:. '> '>.';''·~ . 

coutr.ol as we get into densely P.9P.,iil,~~e.d areas ~~ the Northeast. ~~-
. '--" ' . ,t '~ ~~··•~:! "'-' , • . :;~\fig~~~~~~[. . .. .ct·, 

~ are (.~AA~~~~#i:/t~at with ·i:tie):~~p~r~ttoJ). ,d,!ii traffic ~fficers in each 
~~ ... ···-*~··· .... !. .. ~-, .. - .· ·~ ~ .. ~ ·: ·• \~~- . ·-ti\ ~ 

county we can bd.ilg thet·progra~ to an9ther 200 towns without 
.. . . :,:· :·:-· .. ~ 

( 

I 
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For Further Information: 
T. Ward Welsh 
Aitkin-Kynett Company, Inc. 
4 Penn Center 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103 
{215) 563-0380 

. April 23, 1976 

Wagon Train Horses Are Thriving, 

Trail Ride Official Says 

SEDO~, Arizona -- The president of a national competitive trail 

riding organization said today the horses pulling the Bicentennial 

Wagon Train Pilgrimage to Pennsylvania are thriving on the trip. 

"In fact, some of them are getting fat," said William J. "Bill" 

Chambers, president of the North American Trail Ride Conference. Chambers 

heads the Equine Advisory Council of the Wagon Train Pilgrimage, an 

advisory committee of veterinarians and horse experts which is assisting 

the program. 

Chambers' remarks were prompted by a widely-circulated news 

service story which quoted a San Diego humane society official as saying 

inexperienced handlers were mistreating animals on some wagon treks. 

Chambers said it was unfortunate if the Pennsylvania Pilgrimage 

was being confused with other, smaller treks which are occurring in 

several states. 

The Pennsylvania program involves about 100 wagons and 400 riders, 

who are on the road today in Wisconsin, Nebraska, Tennessee, Kansas, 

and Georgia, headed for a July 3 rendezvous at Valley Forge. 

Chambers said pilgrimage officials have gone to great lengths to 

assure that horses participating in the program are fit, are trained for 

the trek and are handled by experienced riders and teamsters. 

(more) 
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Chambers Release 

Owners must present medical health certificates for their animals 

before participating. Horses which don't meet the program's standards 

are turned away, he said. 

To date about 25,000 horses have participated in the pilgrimage 

in 25 states in the west and south, Chambers pointed out. And no horses 

have been lost to fatigue or sickness related to their handling. 

Each train is led by an experienced horseman who is responsible 

for supplies and quality of horse feed and water, Chambers pointed out. 

Chambers said his committee has made an extensive study of all 

facets of mule and horse care on long highway treks, including diet, 

harness, shoeing and leg stress and has constantly supervised the care, 

feeding and handling of the horses. 

"I travel constantly from wagon train to wagon train checking the 

animals," Chambers said. "I see the same teams from month to month 

and some of them are getting fat and I fear, lazy." 

11We tend to forget these animals are created to pull and they 

love it." 

Most of the draft horses are pulling authentic replicas of Conestoga 

Wagons and Prairie Schooners which were built especially for the program. 

They have roller bearings in the wheels, a hard rubber tread on the rims 

and can be pulled easily by two men, one pilgrimage official said. 

The pilgrimage moves about 20 miles per day with a rest day scheduled 

almost every week. In those cases where the pilgrimage does not have an 

official "rest day", additional hitches of horses are provided. This 

allows for horses to pull the wagons three days and rest every fourth day. 

The pilgrimage is bringing a bicentennial musical to each town it 

(more) 
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Chambers Release 

visits. The pilgrimage has rolled about 11,000 miles. It has camped 

in some 850 towns and has 250 stops ahead of it. 

# # # # 



ERNEST P. KLINE' 
Llt:UTi:NANT GOVERNOR 

Ms. Ruth M. Jones 
Executive Director 

COMMONWEAI.TH 01" PENNSYLVANIA 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 
HARRISBURG 

May 17, 1976 

The Society for Prevention of Cruelty 
To Animals of Luzerne County 

R.D. #2 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsyl~ania 18702 

Dear Ms. Jones: 

Thank you for your letter of May 6, 1976. 

As Chairman of the Bicentennial Commission, I certainly share 
your concerns that animals on the Bicentennial Wagon Train Pilgrimage to 
Pennsylvania not be mistreated. I must point out, however, that the 
Associated Press story, which obtained wide circulation on April 22, 1976, 
was, in plain words, inaccurate. I have enclosed a copy of a subsequent 
Associated Press story, which appeared in the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin 
of May 6, 1976, which states unequivocally that the Associated Press made 
an error, and that Mr. Virdon was not referring to our program. 

As I understand the situation in San Diego, Mr. Virdon' s people 
impounded some animals that were being mistreated by the organizers of an 
informal "wagon train" making its way from the southwest to Canada. At no 
time, to the best of my knowledge, has any animal been impounded as a 
result of use on the Bicentennial Wagon Train Pilgrimage to Pennsylvania. 

Thousands of horses have been used to date, thousands of 
individuals have loaned or rented their livestock, and I have received not a 
single complaint of mistreatment. I am, very frankly, distressed by a well 
res.pected organization such as the Society for Animal Rights reprinting an 
inaccurate story and widely distributing it without taking the time to check 
out either the facts or the circumstances of the event with responsible officials. 
I get angry letters every day, many of which justly criticize state government 
for actions it has taken. Uninformed criticism 1 however 1 disturbs me greatly. 



Ms. Ruth M. Jones 
Page 2 
May 17, 1976 

Should you or the members of your Society come upon specific 
cases of animal mistreatment on the Wagon Train, I would ask that you 
bring them to my personal attention. 

EPK/jld 

bt!.t: He. £.6111/:_, 
/-l£.furfs!-l / 
I-f l'. /).I 0 T 2 [: /2._ 

Sincerely, 

ERNEST P. KLINE 
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dent in the 1general election. Republi­
can leaders understand that, he said, 
and will therefore come to view Rea­
gan as far more electable. 

Bicen Trek 
Cleared of 
Horse Abuse 

San Diego- (AP) -The Associ­
. ated Press erroneously reported on 
April 22 that San Diego's chief hu­
mane officer said horses and mules 
harnessed for the Bicentennial wagon 
trains are suffering at the hands of in­
experienced wagonmasters . 

The humane officer, Bill Virdon, 
was referring in remarks that day to 
the removal of a white burro with eye 
cancer and an underweight tnule from 
a privately sponsored packtrip from 
Phoenix, Ariz. to Canada. 

He ' also cautioned against mis­
treatment of animals elsewhere dur­
ing Bicentennial-oriented events, but 
said that "small, independent, fringe 
groups are the ones that will require 
watching." 

His specific reference was to a pri­
vate event unrelated to the five wagon 
trains organized by the Pennsylvania 
Bicentennial Commission, generally 
recognized as a major part of the cele­
bration of the nation's 200th birthday 
this year. They are heading from vari­
ous parts of the country and are 
scheduled to arrive in Valley Forge on 
July 4. 

Officials of the Pennsylvania Bi1:en­
tennial Commission have denied there 
has been mistreatment of animals on 
any of their trains. 

Pollution Unit to Meet 
The Air Pollution Control Board will 

·meet at 2 P.M. Tuesday in the 11th 
floor conference room of the Phila­
delphia City Hall Annex, Juniper and 
Filbert sts. 
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Bicentennial Wagon Train Pilgr:i.m:lge to Pennsylvania 

Equine Advisory Cotmcil - Executive Corrmittee 

William Chambers, President 
North American Trail Ride Conference 
P. 0. Box 238 
Sedona, Arizona 86336 
(602) 282-4934 

Dr. Thomas Dunkin 
3648 S. Laramie Avenue 
Cicero, Illinois 60650 
(312) 652-0272 

Janes P. Gallagher 
An..imal Extension Specialist 
Pennsylvania State University 
University Park, Pa. 16802 
(814) 856-1362 

Jamie (Red) Etheredge 
M::tyor 
Greenville, Alabama 
(Tennessee Walking Horse Association) 
(205) 382-2647 

Peno Dwinger 
Equestrian Trails , Inc. 
5617 Busch Drive 
Malibu, Califomia 90265 
(213) 457-9003 
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