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March 8, 1976 

r 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

The Pueblo of Zuni, New Mexico, has contacted me 
with regard to their desire to make_g._p.resentation to you at their 
Bicentennial Project. ----- · 

The people of Zuni Pueblo plan to exhibit Indian arts 
and crafts to the visitors at the Philadelphia Bicentennial, as this 
will be the only manned exhibit representing New Mexico and the 
Indian way of life. 

The children of the schools in Zuni, New Mexico, 

I competed in the design of a Bicentennial Coin which would repre­
sent the sentiments of a Zuni child, whose ancestors were some of 
the first Americans, in the birth of our country. Two entries were 
chosen for the front and the back of the coin and are now being 
prepared by a well known Zuni artist; upon completion, they will 
be sent to a mint to be processed for collector's items. 

·Because this will be the first Indian Bicentennial Coin 
in the history of our country, and a wonderful peace offering on 
our country 1s ZOOth Birthday, it is the hope of the people of Zuni 
Pueblo that they might make a presentation to you, Mr. President, 
r of the Zuni Bicentennial Coin. It is their wish to make this presen-
tation a very warm and rewarding experience, also symbolizing <fa?--., 
peace, strength, and pride in the land by the first Americans. l~ ._. ·, ''t.'<:~ 

The presentation could be made in ten minutes, or, iA~;; }} 
you would prefer, it could be more elaborately dramatized with \'<,._ ': ·· 
colorful Zuni dancers, the Zuni Tribal Band in concert, and ...... ~,. 
covered by a national broadcasting station •. Also, depending upon 
your schedule, Mr. President, the presentation could be arranged 

1 either in Washington, D. C., or in Philadelphia. 
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On behalf of the Pueblo of Zuni, I hereby respectfully 
urge your consideration of this matter. I would appreciate 
advisement as to the possibility of the Zuni people making this 
presentation at a time convenient to your schedule. 

Thanking you for your attention, and with warmest 
regards, I remain 

PVD:mp 

cc: · Governor Edison Laselute 
Pueblo of Zuni 
Post Office Box 338 
Zuni, New Mexico 87327 

Mr. Jim Martin, Coordinator 
Zuni Arts Foundation 



THE WHITE HOUSE· 

WASHINGTON 

March 22, 1976 

MEETING WITH GRAND LODGE OF MASONS IN D. C. 

I. PURPOSE 

March 22, 1976 
12:15 p.m. (10 minutes) 

Rose Garden 

From: Jack Marsh 

To receive a silver Masonic Medallion with likeness 
of Presidents Washington and Ford. (850 serially 
numbered silver coins have been minted and thousands 
also of bronze medallions which will be distributed 
nationally through Grand Lodge networks.) 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS AND PRESS PLAN 

A. Background: The Grand Lodge of the District of 
Columbia invited you to deliver an address which 
was to have been held this Spring. You could not 
accept. 

You received your initial Masonic degrees in the 
District of Columbia as a courtesy to your Michigan 
home Lodge. 

B. Participants: See Tab A 

c. Press Plan: Full photo opportunity for press corps. 
White House photographers to take photos of presen­
tations for use in va:1.ous national Masonic magazines. 

III. FORMAT AND TALKING POINTS 

A. Format: Guests will be assembled in the Rose Garden 
and will be introduced to you by the current Grand 
Master, John Layton (former D.C. Police Commissioner). 

Layton and Deputy Grand Master Charles Brewer will 
present silver coin number one to you. They will 
describe its Bicentennial meaning. They will also .·· 
give you a bronze coin neckless for Mrs. Ford.\ 

You will respond with brief informal remarks. 
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B. Suggested Talking Points: 

Most Worshipful Layton, distinguished officers 
of the Grand Lodge, Honorable Past Grand Masters: 

I am grateful for the pr.ivilege of receiving the 
number one Silver Medallion commemorating the 
Bicentennial of our Nation. I appreciate being 
a part of your celebration. As you know, I received 
my Masonic degrees in the District of Columbia as a 
courtesy to my home Lodge in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Therefore, I have a special fondness for my brethren 
here. 

There were only about three thousand Masons in our 
population of some three million back in 1776. Yet 
those brothers were leaders in our fight for freedom 
and independence. Many signers of the Declaration of 
Independence were Masons. Patriots like Benjamin 
Franklin, Paul Revere, John Hancock, George Washington 
and others, were in the fraternity. In fact, fourteen 
of our Presidents, nineteen Vice Presidents, hundreds 
of distinguished Congressmen, Judges, military leaders, 
as well as leaders in business and labor, have been 
proud members of the craft. 

The two hundred years of progress and growth of this 
Nation are cause for celebrating our birthday. But 
as we celebrate our Nation's Bicentennial, we will 
actually be laying the cornerstone of America's third 
century. I am confident that the inspired leadership 
which Masons have given this country for the past 
200 years will continue throughout the closing years 
of this century and into the next. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 

MEMORANDUM TO: DAVE GERGEN 

FROM: ROBERT 

SUBJECT: 

NEH has sponsored a 51-volume series, The States and the 
Nation: Bicentennial Histories, which cons1sts of h1stories 
of each of the States and the District of Columbia. Several 
weeks ago I represented the President in accepting the first 
three volumes of the series on behalf of the nation at a 
ceremony at the National Press Club. 

One of the completed volumes is a history of Michigan by the 
distinguished Pulitizer Prize-winning historian, Bruce 
Catton. 

I recommend that, prior to the Michigan primary, Catton be 
invited to present to the President, personally, a copy of 
his history of Michigan. The presentation could take place 
at the White House or, if convenient for the President, in 
Michigan. A copy of the Catton book is attached. 

I send this suggestion to you because of your role in arranging 
the presentation of the Medal of Freedom to Artur Rubenstein. 

Attachment 
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