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The President

President Arrives Here Today Amid Tight Security

Gerald R. Ford pays his first Presidential visit to
St. Louis Friday to address the National Baptist Convention,
woo other voters as part of his election effort, raise money
for the local GOP, and take part in a White House Conference
on Domestic and Economic Affairs.
Tight security will be in effect with more than 400 State
and local policemen on duty.
His first stop will be at KMOX-TV, where he will tape
a half-hour show with newsmen that will be shown at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday.
He will then address 20,000 persons attending the National
Baptist Convention.
The President will appear at the White House Conference,
an aU-day affair with eight of his top advisers taking part in
lectures and question-and-answer periods.
A number of local organizations are sponsoring the
Conference.
At some point, Mr. Ford will field questions from the
audience for about 40 minutes. -- St. Louis Globe-Democrat
(9/12/75)
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The President

Governor Bond, Crowd Greet President

President Ford was greeted by Governor and Mrs.
Christopher S. Bond as he stepped out of Air Force One.
He immediately plunged into a crowd of well wishers
lining the fences, shaking hands with a greeting party of
250.
Newsmen claim to have spotted a· distinctive ridge of a
bulletproof vest across the shoulder and back as he shook
hands.
He held a brief impromptu press conference after
leaving the plane. Asked whether Ronald Reagan would
be "an acceptable running mate" in the 1976 election,
Mr. Ford said, "We're all Republicans, and that will be
a decision for the convention."
-- St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(9/12/75)

Ford Says Job To Meet People

President Ford said in St. Louis it is his job to meet
with the American people, but declined to say whether or
not he wears "the vest" while mingling with crowds.
Ford said he had "no intention of allowing the Government
of the people to be held hostage at the point of a gun. 11 He
made the statement in remarks prepared for the White House
Conference. -- AP, Springfield News & Leader
(9/13/75)
Ford Visit Gave Hint of 1976 Campaigning
The external trappings of a President may have had more
visible impact on the average St. Louisan that what President
Ford may have actually said, but the White House Conference
may have been just a sample of things to come as our Nation
begins accelerating into 1976.
The theme of morality in the home, church and in government
was warmly received as evidenced by the burst of applause as the
President touched on these issues. -- Daily Banner News,
St. Charles, Mo.
(9/15/75)
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The President

Increase In School Loan Defaults Alarms Ford

President Ford has expressed alarm at the growing number
of college students who fail to repay educational loans made them
by the Federal Government.
"If the Government is going to loan,· then young people should
take the responsibility to repay, 11 the President said during an
hour-long appearance before the White House Conference on
Domestic and Economic Affairs.

Mr. Ford's comments came during a wide-range question-andanswer period. He answered 18 questions.

In answering questions, he renewed his attack on Congress for
its economic policies, pledged to start no more social programs to
aid the poor, and said his Adtr?-inistration reluctantly supported
court-ordered busing of students.
Federal studies say defaults on college loans are costing
taxpayers $200 million per year.
On other topics, Mr. Ford sounded familiar themes:
-- He blamed the Democrats in Congress as the principal
contributors to inflation in the country because of their failu!'e to
stay within the budget.
-- He urged low income groups to look toward a revitalized
economy instead of costly social spending programs for relief.
--St. Louis Globe-Democrat
(September 13-14, 1975)
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The President

Ford Blames Congress For Inflation
President Promises To Veto Bills He Finds Too Costly

President Ford took Congress to task with a vengeance in
St. Louis, terming the legislators "the principal contributors to
inflation" and promising veto after veto until Congress awakens to
fiscal responsibility.
The President was cheered when he made the remarks at a
White House Conference -- the last stop on his whirlwind visit.
"Despite our efforts to turn the squeeze, to cut unemployment
by 40,000, with everything we could do," Mr. Ford said, "we ended
up with a deficit of $52 billion. "
"I was dumbfounded. ".
"When (Congress) sat down to do the same job, they came up
with a deficit of $68 billion, 11 Mr. Ford added.
~··

In other public statements issued along the Presidential itinerary,
Mr. Ford:
-- Remarked that he could not foresee circumstances where the
U.S. would withdraw from the United Nation, an apparent contradiction
to a statement by Secretary Kissinger that the U.S. would withdraw if
hrael was expelled from the body.
Pledged to continue personal contact with the American people.
Called for continued struggle for personal freedom and equality
for all Arne ricans.
-- Issued a strong endorsement of Vice' President Rockefeller.
--St. Louis Globe-Democrat
(Sel:>tember 13-14, 1975)
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Compromise On Oil Indicated By Ford

President Ford is talking tough to the Democrats on the
issue of Government spending but soft to the same Democrats
on a possible compromise on oil price controls.
Mr. Ford headed for Dallas after warming up in the
Midwest with new attacks on the Democratic majority in
Congress. He called the Democrats irresponsible big
spenders who are hampering the fight against inflation.
The President suggested that he might accept a Housepassed bill to extend until October 31 price controls on
domestically produced oil.
He made a series of appearances in St. Louis, only one
was avowedly political, a GOP fundraising reception.
During a television interview, he promised to make
public all details related to the use of civilian technicians
in the Middle East peace agreement.

In reply to another question, the President said "very
preliminary discussions are underway with the Russians
about a possible barter of Soviet oil for A.nlerican grain."
-- St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(9/13/75)
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The President

U.S. Won't Quit U.N., Ford Says
Remarks Apparently Contradicts Statements Made By Kissinger

In an apparent contradiction of Secretary Kissinger,
President Ford said in St. Louis that he could foresee no
circumstances under which the United States would voluntarily withdraw from the United Nations.
"That would be a mistake," the President said during
a taped interview with KMOX-TV. "The best way to win a
game is to play it, not sit on the sidelines."
The President's statement was an apparent contradiction
to a statement made two months ago by Secretary Kissinger
in which he indicated that the United States would pull out of
the world body if attempts were made to expel Israel.
"The United States should be in the U.N. to protect our
interest," Mr. Ford said during the interview.
In other public statements made during the visit, the
President:
-- Pledged to continue mixing with the American people;
-- Called for a "communion of Americans" to continue
the struggle for equality~
-- Issued a strong endorsement of Vice President Rockefeller;
-- Criticized North Vietnam for lack of information on
Americans missing in action.
(7/1/75)
. -- St. Louis Globe -Democrat

-7The President

Ford Upholds Busing
Cites Law, But Favors Other Means

President Ford today offered "a better answer" than
court-ordered busing to achieve what he said all Americans
want for their children -- quality education.
"I think that quality education can be achieved by better
school facilities, lower teacher-pupil ratios, the improvement of neighborhoods as such, " he said in a radio interview
in St. Loui·s.
Nevertheless, the President pledged his Administration's
support of court-ordered busing in Boston and Louisville as
"the law of the land. 11
"As far as the Administration is concerned, the law of
the land will be upheld," he said. "But I think I have the
right to give what I think is a better answer toward the
achievement of quality education, which is what we all seek. "
He told the White House Conference that he can't get a
sense of what Americans are thinking from the Oval Office
or from public opinion polls.
He said trips such as the one today are important to the
American people.
Washington Post
(9/13/75)

-8The.President

Report of Gunman, 3 Bomb Threats Mar Ford Trip

President Ford's visit to St. Louis was marred by the
appearance of an armed man and three bomb threats_ but
the President declared that he will not curtail his travel
or permit himself or his Administration "to be held
hostage at the point of a gun. "
Ford was a do20en blocks away when the gunman was
spotted.
The President reiterated his vows to maintain his plans
for a heavy schedule of travel outside Washington in a prepared text of a brief speech to the civic and business leaders
gathered at Stouffer's Hotel for the White House sponsored
Conference on Economic Affairs.
Washington Star
(9 I 13 /75)

~.·
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President Promises Equality for Blacks

President Ford went to St. Louis with a conciliatory
message for Black Americans in a speech before the
National Baptist Convention USA, the largest Black religious ~rganization.
He said, however, that "equality in the true spirit of
the founding fathers is not yet a full reality for every
American, I am sorry to say."
Mr. Ford spent five hours in St. Louis on his first
visit since becoming President.
The crowded schedule included a television interview,
a political appearance, a speech to a regional White House
Conference on Domestic and Economic Affairs.
The visit to St. Louis gave Mr. Ford a chance to improve
his standing with Black voters, and he appeared intent on
doing so.
He praised Black Americans for their contributions to
this Nation and added, "minorities and women still do not
participate equally in employment. They do not share many
economic, social and other resources of our Nation."
-- James Deakin, Washington Correspondent, St. Louis Post
Dispatch
(9/12/75)
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HEW Is Neutral On Abortion Issue, Secretary Says

HEW's policy on abortion is "to take a neutral position
with respect to this highly emotional issue," F. David Mathews,
Secretary of HEW, said in St. Louis.
Mathew's remarks were made to the White House Conference
before about 750 persons. The Conference provides for an
exchange of ideas between community leaders and Federal
officials.
The question of abortion was an exception in an hour of
discussion with Mathews which focused mostly on educational
issues.
When asked whether or not President Ford had a policy
on education, Mathews cited several examples of what he
called positive approaches by the Administration.
He said the Administration was concerned about the
inflationary impact o£ the overall Federal education budget.
This was given as the major reason for the Presidential veto
of the education bill passed by Congress.
--St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(9/12/75)

-11HEW: General

New HEW Head Senses Hostility, Disenchantment

After 31 days as the head of HEW, Secretary Mathews
already finds himself at a "tug-of-war.''
Americans expect the government to solve the country's
social ills and criticize it for overspending and interference,
he said.
Mathews in St. Louis for the White House Conference,
said he senses hostility and disenchantment with institutions,
especially the Federal Government, and HEW in particular.
The youngest member of the President's Cabinet said
he will "open up" his agency and try to establish a closer
partnership with State and local officials.
In a brief televised talk, Mathews touched on a number
of his department's concerns:
-- On education: look at educational expenditures as
a kind of economic capitalization.
-- On busing: "I believe the American people have a
commitment to a desegregated society. They don't want a
fragile unjust solution. "
As a Southerner who weathered a desegregation crisis
(at the University of Alabama), he said he feels "compassion"
for those on both sides of the controversy.
-- St. Louis Globe-Democrat
(Sept. 13-14, 1975}
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HEW: General

Mathews Welcomes Public's Comments

HEW Secretary David Mathews has been in Washington
11
only a month but already can see the value getting out to
get a sense of country. 11
Mathews was part of a Ford Administration team he
participated with Friday in an affair designed to get the
pulse of the country -- The White House Conference on
Domestic and Economics Affairs.
The former college president said he welcomed the
chance to read 11 the minds and mood of the people. u
11 0ne of the main problems is that government doesn't
do enough listening, 11 he said. 11 When was the last time
you heard that HEW listens, instead of HEW says this, or
HEW sues on that? 11

Speaking and listening on the part of Ford and eight
top aides with an audience of 800 community and business
leaders is just what took place.
"Only by going around-the country to meetings like this,
by meeting people face to face and lil:;tening to what they
have to say, can you r«!ally learn low" to gauge the country's
mood, President Ford said in remarks at the Conference.
-- AP, St. Joseph News-Press
(9/14/75)

-13HEW: General '

Explains Ford's Veto of Education Fund Proposal

President Ford's veto of a $7.9 billion education appropriation bill does not mean the President opposes education.
It means he is more concerned with holding down the budget,
said David Mathews, Secretary of Health, Education, and
Welfare.
Mathews was the opening speaker 'at the White House
Conference in St. Louis.
On the veto, which the Senate and the House overrode,
Mathews said, "I think the veto has to be understood in
light of the President's strong feeling that government
must exercise itself to bring the economy under control."
Mathews said the President was "evenhanded" in other
vetoes that would escalate the budget.
-- AP, Neosho Daily News, Chillicothe Constitution-Tribune
(9/12/75)

Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted
materials. Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to
these materials.
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-15Justice: General
Death Penalty Would Back Up Police -- Justice Official

It is not right to ask police to risk their lives without

giving them the pt-otection of the death penalty as a deterrent
to would-be killers, Assistant Attorney General Richard L.
Thornburgh said at the Conference.
Thornburgh, who was recently appointed head of the
Criminal Division of the Justice Department, said the death
penalty also should be used in cases involving assassins and
paid killers.
He also called for stiffer penalties for those convicted
of crimes, particularly repeat offenders.
11

0ne of the mistakes we have made is that we think we
can rehabilitate every criminal. There is no sense in wasting
our limited resources on five-time losers," he said.
At the same time, Thornburgh said, 11 more money must
be spent on rehabilitating those who are not yet hardened
criminals.
Richard D. Parsons, Associate Director of the Domestic
Council who appeared with Thornburgh, rejected a suggestion
that drug addicts be sold drugs legally in an effort to combat
the drug problem.
11

1 don't think the American public is willing to admit
defeat on this problem, 11 Parsons said, adding that all
techniques had not been used. -- St. Louis Globe-Democrat
(September 13-14, 1975)
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Budget Director Pfesents Spectre of 'Severe Recession'

Unless the American public and Congress begin to
restrain Federal spending, the Nation could be facing a
"severe recession" in 1977 or 1978.
This gloomy prediction was made Friday by James T.
Lynn, Director of the Office of Management and Budget,
who was in St. Louis to participate in the White House
Conference.
Lynn noted that Congress had passed legislation that
would add another $3 billion deficit to the already $60 billion
deficit of the budget. Proposed legislation could easily drive
that figure up to $70 or $80 billion.
"Frankly this country can't stand that kind of figure,"
he said.
"When Secretary Simon goes to money markets to
borrow that kind of money, he competes with businessmen
who want to build new factories and with consumers who
want to buy new houses."
"Every time the Government goes to the money market
we drive rates up and other people out, " he said.
Lynn said his office is taking a hard look at programs
with a view toward cutting administrative costs, eliminating
overlapping areas and particularly seeing if the program is
doing its job.
The Federal bureaucracy, he said, was handicapped by
not having the profit motive of business. He said this might
be substituted in Government by evaluation.
--St. Louis Globe-Democrat
(Sept. 13-14, 1975)

17Economics: General

Federal Budget Director Calls for Moderation

OMB Director James T. Lynn said few Americans today
realize that almost one-third of all spending is from all levels
-of government, local, State and Federal.
Lynn, one of the featured speakers at the White House
Conference, said the U.S. must moderate its growth at all
levels of government, not cut them back as has been proposed
by some in Washington. He said a slight moderation could
lead to a balanced budget in three years.
Lynn said that one of the least understood facts about
Uncle Sam's expenditures today is a major increase in human
resource programs. He said that such programs now represent
51 percent of the total Federal budget, an increase of 500 percent
over the past 10 years.
He said that this year's 336 billion dollar budget could go
to 400 billion by next year unless Congressional spending is
moderated. -- Daily Dunklin Democrat, Kenneth, Mo. (9/12/75)
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Ford Theme: Slash Federal Spending

President Ford and a cluster of top Federal officials
advised community leaders to look more to local and State
, government and the free enterprise system for solutions
to social problems.
They repeatedly stressed that more Federal programs
and higher Federal spending would fuel inflation and be
c ounterpr oductive.
The officials addressed 800 persons in a town-hall style
meeting that featured questions and answers.
The Regional Commerce and Growth Association, a
St. Louis area business organization, directed the local
efforts in setting up the Conference. It featured participants
from an array of interest groups -- among them: business,
education, the bar, high school students, police and environmental groups.
L. William Seidman, the President's top ec anomie
adviser, and James T. Lynn, Director of OMB, said an
economic recovery from high unemployment was underway.
They said recovery could be wrecked if Congress continued
to establish new Federal programs and increased the money
for existing ones.
Seidman said, "In our democratic form of society, there
is a tendency for government to try to do all things for all
people. Politically this is attractive, but economically, it
is not feasible."
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(9/13/75)
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Zarb Says Congress Costs U.S. Jobs

Inaction by Congress on an energy policy the past five
years has cost this country a million new jobs, and a continuation of no action will cost another million jobs, according
to Frank G. Zarb, Federal Energy Administrator.
"This country has the potential to make itself selfsufficient in energy but it will never be achieved if politics
keep upsetting attempts to find a sound, achievable policy, "
he said in St. Louis.
Asked about Democratic charges that the Administration's
policy on decontrol will only produce higher prices, Zarb
replied:
"1 think the average man on the street understands more
than many in Congress that the days of cheap energy are gone
forever."
"Let's consider what our lack of national policy has cost
so far," he declared.
"Since 1971 the importation of foreign oil has doubled and
prices have increased 700 percent. The price of imported
oil has gone from $3 billion to $25 billion annually. And who's
paying the price? That $22 billion difference could have been
spent developing new sources in this country instead of enriching
foreign oil producers," said Zarb.
He also declared that EPA and his agency are not in serious
conflict. -- St. Louis Globe-Democrat
(Sept. 13-14, 1975)
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Energy: General

Nation Must Face Reality On Energy

Probably one of the most productive aspects of the
Conference was the scheduled press conferences with
Administration officials.
Two of the more interesting personalities were
Frank Zarb, FEA, and David Mathews, HEW Secretary.
Zarb spoke with frankness, relating the work of his
department in clear, definite terms. Mathews, on the
other hand, spoke in such abstract fashion that it was
difficult to determine exactly what he was saying.
Zarb predicted a cold winter ahead for some parts
of the country, with shortages of natural gas expected to
curtail some industrial users.

~-

The research must be stepped up in the use of coal,
nuclear and solar power, Zarb said.
Daily Banner News
(9/18/75)

•
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Environmental-Energy Goals Called Compatible

National goals to clean up the environment have not
faltered because of energy crisis pressures to lift controls
on high pollution fuels, says Russell E. Train, Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency.
"All the polls we see say the public is not willing to see
environmental controls ripped off, 11 Train said. "The public
is insisting that we deal with energy and the environment
together. 11
Many of the goals of our energy program are consistent
with environmental goals, he said.
He cited efforts to curb auto pollution which increases
gas mileage as an example.
During the Conference, Train was asked why environmentalists are opposed to the development of nuclear power
plants when additional energy sources are in demand.
"I am not for a moratorium on nuclear power development,
Train said. He also noted that the problems of nuclear waste
and plutonium safeguards still need to be solved before nucleat:
power becomes a completely safe energy source.
-- St. Louis Globe-Democrat
(Sept. 13-14, 1975)

11
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Local Issues Discussed With Federal Officials

A number of meetings took place between top Federal
officials and select private groups, including 35 area educators
and the Secretary of HEW.
Press coverage of these private sessions was not permitted.
William J. Baroody, Jr., Assistant to the President for
Public Liaison and the man in charge of the Conference, said
it was policy to bar the press from such meetings.
The policy is based on a belief that there is a freer
exchange of ideas without reporters being pre sent, he said.
Baroody said the purpose of the Conference was to make
Administration officials more aware of public opinion, as
reflected by leaders in the community.
His Office of Public Liaison was set up one year ago by
President Ford.
The office hopes to communicate with 12,000 private
organizations across the country just as thoroughly as the
White House communicates with Congress and the press,
he said.
In addition to the White House Conferences set up
around the country, Baroody's staff brings various groups
to confer regularly with Mr. Ford's assistants.
Making "government more accessible to the people; to
bring about a better-informed Administration that will be
better able to form public policy, " were cited by Baroody
as goals of his office. -- St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(9/12/75)
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St •. Louis Woman Takes Top Ford Aides To Task

Mrs. Freddie Brown, wearing a brightly colored
dashiki dress, brought a touch of irreverence to Friday's
White House Conference.
Three times, Mrs. Brown stood up to needle, josh
and question some of the c-ountry's most influential policymakers. She never got a chance to unload a question on
President Ford.
Mrs. Brown didn't agree with the answers she got,
but when the Conference had ended, she like almost every
other participant, thought the day was worthwhile.
"Even though it cost me 20 bucks," she said, "it was
a good chance to tell them what was on my mind."
At one point, she mispronounced the name of Assistant
Attorney General Richard L. Thornburgh, calling him
"Thorn (pause) bull. 11
Finally Mrs. Brown took on EPA Administrator
Russell E. Train and challenged him to spend more time
on problems of the environment in the inner city.
liShouldn't we have preservation of the ~uman being in
addition to the yellow-bellied sapsucker? 11 she asked.
Few participants in the aU-day conference spoke out as
aggressively as Mrs. Brown, but the opportunity-was there
if they wanted to.
Many participants managed to corner an official offstage
for a few moments of conversation. -- St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(9/14/75)

(cont. next. page)
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Media Coverage

St. Louis Post-Dispatch-- Sept. 11, 1975
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Area coverage on public broadcast television, .
entire conference (donated feed provided by
commercial station).

Sept. 11; 1975

-31DAILY BANNER-NEWS, St. Charles, Mo.

Editorial
September 15, 1975

-32-

E ditorial

September 14 1 1975

ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

.r.,,. _o. rd·_.

~M
· '::i·\~;~ F~ .r
T~ ··s·· ~~,L
- _r.-r·Jc.; ..,f~~:: . . .-rr..&v:
.· ··.:.::::_~fM9.c~
~~i.,~;~:.: ~-:.~~~~J:1,.C.,
-.
.:.LU
..
~:OUI_S.:~·i,_._.· ...;-·:>-Y:~~~
. . . -:-..... ..,,..f?~·,.v•~~,.'"t.~.,..... .-.. ·~~~--r~-·~·-.:..:..... ·.•__.lr"_.;.J1:s i;a, -~ ,~.- •

ii ~ppo\-t for,Piesici~t- Ford:;s ~H~ie5 -~-: ·.. ·(c~:oveiTode·the·:ve~.) Wbii~ e ·w·i s .·

: candidacy depeuded;cxiiiD a_miablf:_~~m~ot· .. urging_~~ ·-audfen_c&.:~ot:to. be vi~i;~. by
f and ~erely _proc1a.~ed. ~Ood~lt~,~enr~;;:i ::: fear.r¥r~~.:For<l· w~Jmthely- obli~o~to; . .
Ford._accomphshed>sometbing m .bWhumedn~.". fact that: he. bad:vetoed a l.C billfon·dollar·

·visikto St·~Louis:.oli='Fiiday. :Undoubt'edly .sth~:bealth'~ bill that-Would ba9e be!Pid-tD'

·<eoacr-

Louisails,. like otherAMericans,, have warm •?l •.aUeYtate the .tear.Of:IUDeu.
allo
· feeliDP:for a preside~~ who exudes-:f~~~dl~~ :J:~-tbisvetO.l·~~'Jl3<~~~5(.';J!:rJ~~
n~anc:twho wm·.-.-:tet.fear:.ot-assassinsi'.;,t' .~ Ailof'theeepreiideUifal· adioas. of 'c:Oane;.
.deter·.bim from pub~e ~ppearan~:·~~f(.~~:~~~~~ - ~~;)~ifled.., ~~~~~-:~f iJt' the: ~ .o~~
·But·apart from IWr likeable mannerand fUit,·. ~·· economy;:· Yet Mr. ;Foro his shown:DO iDclJna;.;
liac~aw for.- ~raditiona(··et:otiomic~ ~nd·""Civt
. -~J~%~tt~~-eco~mize)tfa~&S:more -5ubiect.: _' •
· vi~ MJ:~ Font'offered.little-to. his audi~ cost.cuttirig Without affecting human needs;._as ·
, he·nr~: ~~~ speec~ ~tct£~~-: Natiof!~l~l!ap~iSt· :f: m¥.~ budget:·_Hi_~~tly -~ked.f911 a
·-convention· USA, ;tbeo:·.natlon:s . largest,. b~~ck ·f .i- beginniilg proJeCt.on a -~Y ~!C: n~ ..
· religious. organization,.:;.was a rbetoricatappeal·. ~.-;- nuclear/powered·: cruisers~~ .despite=contrary·
: to ' blacks. to· lift· themselves bi~ their,;own.! ~~:~ recommendationS t.rom:biS.own.adviSefS:.·'Nor"
:,shoestrings.. Its ~tronizing ledtaiion' 9f·:the. ~'~ bas· Mx:: ;_Ford exhibited· concern Jot. saVing_
:names of black leadei:S.wbo have ContribUted t; ~-' wbere.:tax: pref~rence5Jor big.business.· are;·
'to
;..rt.IIJI:I"I
.l.----'can life ._..-~
;..·,cal-'ated
t""-'"·
m·en"t. ~-~-'' 'mvol~~.::·:!~·~,'>-.
c·.~-:-- -"·~"t'f:<t:? -'(, ·,, -· : ·· ·-,.
~...~-?.$
•;-:·~:··
.
..-u.a
v """
YICU.r..: .. --"' :· t--:-- .... '--~ ~rt'~•~- ----:~-J ..
u;; .~,:.:: .
points
some::blacb.wi~.·(omm~:.: ~i~~-~the·:~dent SP.0Jti.Iater iD'SL LOUis:to::
~~e- JfOrd Admini~tion. to3anY:: 5u~t~~l::. ~(;..tlie::i~~~rial ,_.White.)io"use '; coilferenc~~ ~
~ne~;nugrams tn rel~eve· ,the dep~· ~ f;?.';l)om~C.;~d)!!COIIUffiic Aftatrs. be.dfSP~ayeci_
;d~~!O which Iong.:y~,?f_~~~-l'i_!n~ti~~- ~.:.··Ule ~e ~ty.Jor'~~ _fa_miliar ~onu
_ ·ues
hav~-~~ed- bi~}'J.,;~~-:.,~··??'I'~~~V.!~:r :~'-~1_8Jlee and p~vate ente~ Th_ ..
Payang tnbtiter as<ltfr.j :Ford' ~d. .;,! ~~.--~~..:·. conf~; .well-staged:,_and promoted. fo~.:~:)
amongflis hearers .wbclsupport ·jbeit~familie~r:. ,, Ford's political:benefit;.was hardly a forum..in}
educate their cbildrerr.and paYl_the~Qtaxes, ~~ wbich::tough.issues could·. be tbrasbed·out·ind
-~mean littl~·t();~Wbo ariiji1t~·ia ·fi".-_'~~Wd~ in- innovativi.- ~.mm~nda~~~~-~
Wrelcbed gheUcsaud ·sullstandard· ~bools-aad ~ . Signed to:affect White House poliaes:~:;,~f:"i~?;:.
who ..atl!-withou&·· wOrk 'aild ~ :~Uaie· ,l·:i.Wbateft.f:'Mr~· Fofd.P$;·appeal:_as.·iL~r5on'
'faclliiles· to: proteci''tbem· froin :·~..!~: &;.~1:-~~~~d_no~-i"ev~l:be~ ·any~nore)baii:
crime.. With the national unemploym~t"rate- \. h!! · Jia$';~lsewhere-' the :kind ·of ·presidentia :
·over: a per cent (mudl.bfaber for blacks); Mr.' t~·.-Ieade~fP:tbat~cO!lyeys ·_~ _feeling that he:..is.~.
Fonharlier tbis.yearW!Qed a bill designed to. ( dealing.~vely-.~th:the ljation's probl~."_.
Create more than a JDUUOil jobs. Altbc>uP.)~e f~· At :a J~~~·. ·simulta~eous· ·r~~e~io~ :~ind.
called attention here to the value oC education. J ' ·inflation.:of: enetp' Shortages an~ ·taoor-.sur...·and'DOted the avail~ty . of exist~: prO.· I· pluses,·of domination of tbe economy by forces.
grams, Mr. Ford bad fttoecl_a-7.9 billion dollar
beyOnd:tbe·reach .of -the indivi~ - invoking
education appropriaticlli.biD desiped in part to- t : the ~ and ~values of an ~rUer:.
J
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St. -Lfii)v.is.. Post-Dispatch -- 9/14/75
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St. Louis
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'••!~

;J}a~»,f.~J.S ~~~~!~~~
.··B.·! Fg~d's~s
-- - -;!;~~ ~R{eeCti
,_- .·_ , .t_,.~~~· - -

. .. .

,I

. ·. ;·..-r-;._~1 .

.. '"•

At ·

.·

~··

,.

:•.

. ....

. . ,' . : .

_~ :~.. ~ _
. ~~-:--~~,. :~ £~-Mr:"-:~~
~-~·-'i:· . ._,:·:~. . -li>IJ. .•,:i--f.'{-.
..

.

nVeiihOD ·,r:~~,

..,., .• , .. ' t,¥,;..t,··tA.1'< _.r....~i.. -~:-.'·).[ ·
'f,-1' ..,.~~.~-~~-~ ~--,l~f1 .ri<!··,;._ ,.•.
_, whetbl!r- Mr.· Ford ~should
·
haft.outlioed a
' ..!
..-,..,-~, ,..._,,.: - . _.
. •oul'injastic:es.-The.Rev, Lou
. About 70Qt. recepti"~e liap.. H.- ..Wade· ·of. Whit~- Plains.
:-_tists sang several cboruses ot N.Y;~ Yras- iD. the minority. He. ..B~s Got the Wbole::Worlcl in:-:,~,. said.: that the President made.
·. His Hands''· after:·Prestdent·. · ~.. timely, '.' beautiful': speech,

• By SHEILA Rut£; ~

oftlle._.-Dilpalda~ -~ ~

planto-.~ta~p~

Ge~ a. Ford:deti.ver~ a-- .!but ;·.-:·::::: ~ :·,,!; .•.r-~ -;,..:;.., .....

·~
at the annual meeting --;... .•.·y~ tJtere•s. a but. I think' .
1
of the National·-Baptist .c.~ : -~ h;~"sllould have.: made somevention USA here.F'riday.:
· commitment to~·u;. He 'did In _vie~ of Mr.t. F.onl's en- promise tct
for eyeryone;
tbus1asttc reception~ the- every· Amencan,. . but. he
·choice seemed appropriate-~· movec:l over. issues that actu.
partic:ularly tbe scama;...:.:H~'s • ally ·confront us:"' the- Rev~
_got you and me.; brotbei. • ~ ·
• Mr-• .Wacle said~, '-:- • •.
· Members'of the-conserva::He. congratulated us ·_ on
tive c:onventi~ _tbe'country~s - our-politiCal and other accomlargest black religious orgaru- plishments but didn't say any-_
zation, heard Mr..- Ford's c~ . . thing_about what he's going t~t
ciliatory messagtt ~ blacks.m · · d~t . about'. PQ:Verty, ' housing.Kiel Aud.itoriuin.:~j~(_. ' . · · · .ScliOol busina:" he said. >-"<;.
The largely' mid~e-age-d · I:~ ~-1.'1*-Rev; .T~othy P _Mitctt.: .
aucli~ punc:tllat~ ,the 18- en-::saicJ~ &efore_. Mr; F~rd's
minute Speec:_h·'Wi~ rounds~ > spee-c":,tha~be:; ·andcoth~ of ;vigorous- appf~~~·And- -· delegates'tboUght that "~I .
when the applause- di~ there ... dent Font bas not proposed,
wu a crescendo of praise for · .·advOc:atecl-' o~ presented ~riy
the President from~~ ~n- · - legislation. so-far. ~t wou~d
ventioo delegates. ·;_·;.-;:>. indicate-any sensitiVIty no his
·Most delegates and official$ part. to:the needs of the poo
interviewed saic:t.:. ~~ they . and oppressed. of. this nation::
were buoyed by< t~Presi-, __ The Rw-Mr. Mitchell'sai
dent's speeclt. 1e ..S_Siirt of a · -that bex:wa$: concerned. wi
mini-lesson in.bl~)ustory _ comments of Mr_ Ford's-adpromising that- economic and visers tJ1at the nation's ec
social equality wollld. ·-·~·.- ·nomic:-!piobl~ms har~e
come-a· reality:·. ~pl!~ng· .mainly:,';slodl brokers:• .<': .
no concrete soJU!ioas.;··M-ty
"We who are supported b
The watchword. a!~er th~ poor peaple~ . l!ve with pOor
speecll seemed ~-.~ -'-:.~.uti-, people·· . ,~ ·-, know that the
ful<!'
::,...':. \f~.;: {}. persons-who; are being hurt
!'J think the- s-peech...was economically the: most··•.· .
very beautiful/''_ sal~ MIS. are not .the-~oek• brokers· but
Olive Bcaodcm• . a~delep~,;; the poor;.'~'ttll~ ·Jte~ :.. M~.
from Dayton, 0 : ..t tbousbt It -~Mitchell said.~ '·~!So c ...,.r
was simply beautiful~!-:;· : . ~ But·.·no-:-rri.auee>..:plaa. o.r
beautiful."
· ,-~',}: ·
promises are necessary, said
That word was HaeH quite a few delegates, includthroughout the a~mments of ing the Rev'. T. J. Jemison,
others. Delega!es -were only · general~~ of the orga/.
minimally dtvlded-~ over- nization.
•· •

wm:"

.e.v ,

..

"We ~~ read. ·into his.:
message that he is going_ to do .
all he can-to-help in .the field
of educatioil and. emploY.-;-.
ment/~said~ the ,Rev·' Mr. .
JemisoO;::_wtnUves in Baton
Rouge~l.i:. ~He- gave us w~t
we needed: and. wante_~...t~
bear. _He<said. he' was. for :_
quality_- _education for eve~··
child- alut· r· think~ he_; wtll,enforce. taws·_related to .that .
and tit other aspects ~' life.:::.:.-:
The ReV:
Dd.ambe'rt
Mobile.~:.~- The tone '

B':

-~ ·

orr

--~_j--

--.:!

~'

.. .;.r-.-·: _. !_~

·. - : •.•

of Mr. ForiiSrieecb "showed
us that be's with us =- and,;
that'S!'· the most important·~
point,". said ~ the Rev.O: Mr:
Lambert- in--a gravelly;.-Sll~ ·
day. moniin&-sermon delivery~·.
"He's the -oDly white man l'v~;
heard speaking to blacks who
: didn't call iJs his brothers and ·
sisters in Christ. ··He simply-_
called · us bi$ brothers an~:
sisters...,~_:,Ji:,.j
,.
:).
"And tbat•s:great because• if I'm somebody's brother · ~
want to·be- his brother aU th~

::~~ -~- ...~- -·

•

-

-.~-,. •

•- .,-.

.,.

way, not' jUSttDChrist. I want· -:She adj~ted her~_ hat

to be his' brother in jail where• :;_ ~nd contmued. · '1t
.
· injustices are going on and in-·:·:·· ..And when everybody sang
banks Where loans are handed .~~ the· Star-Spanpecl. Banner, I '
.
..h "t
....
'out. Don't. confine
brother~.,.;
.;.;tl!oc&<.t
1 was ~
.........,.~"'·.
"
~hOod• tO. ·Christ. President-~"'·· '·k veteran White House cor-.
{Ford .didn:~:- : ~'f mini_ster....<~'respOndent nOted that it. bad,.
said. :._:~. · '.,;...
--.·' ~}"· been· several years. since he
•ADd Why·should the Pre'St:.-~'lastbad beard ~audience of '
dent make promises he may-~~ President sing the-national ·
be unabl~to.: teep, said the· _~-anthem as enthusiastically as
Rev. Ulyce$s Forte. of Texar;-, '-';~convention ~elegates had.
kana Tex. -Mr. Ford appar~·-';1: _. I guess we Just really felt
·'"ently appealed - t~ tbe ReV'. :~ it/~ Mrs. Brooks said. · -.
-·
. Mr. Forte because his speecb
But ~hez:e was at least one
··w as void of firm stands. ~ .
mavenck 1n tlwt-crowd. M~riMrs. Lona Brooks. a del&.. , an McClendon was walk~ng
gate who lives .in St. Louis. alope. her-- hands dug deep
\ dabbed her eyes · after Mr
into the pockets of her trench ·
Ford left the auditorium. She-: ___coat, when she was asked. f~
and a small group of friends · her Impression of Foret
.
said they were "somewhat
~:Personally:,l. ~r cared
. overcome. h by the . Presi- for _t~e man, sa1d the 20dent's remark.
' ·:· .. ..,._., ,; year:-o~ delegate- from Cleve.
"He just. 'said so mucft..• land.. I think he was just
all otlr great "people. ·· tr;ying
folks on
like Booker T. Washington. He w~s. trymg to.seu _a P.rod.trfar-Uu Luther King, . Lou uc!.-himself. ..
Brock, · Marian Anderson,"
_I _gu~;;s he ~tel- a pretty_
said Mrs. Brooks, misty-eyed: good J.Ob, shesard.

~

a~ut

to~~~

hi~lf.

~::~~~--~--~~------~--~-~~~-~------~
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PROGRAM

8:30A.M.

8:57 A.M.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
Clarence Barksdale~ President
St. Louis Regional Commerce
and Growth Association
William J. Baroody~ Jr.
Assistant to the President
Stanley S. Scott, Jr., Minority Affairs

9:00 A.M.

THE FEDERAL ROLE IN EDUCATION
Remarks /Questions and Answers
David Mathews

9:55 A.M.

INTERMISSION

10:05 A.M.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND SOCIETY
Remarks/Questions and Answers
Richard L. Thornburgh
Richard D. Parsons

11:05 A.M.

INTERMISSION

11:20 A.M.

THE BUDGET AND GOVERNMENT REGULATION
Remarks/Questions and Answers
James T. Lynn
Roderick M. Hills

12:20 P.M.

RECEPTION AND LUNCHEON
(North Foyer and Ballroom)
Luncheon Program:
Moderator - Florence McGiffin
President, Missouri Federation .of Women's Clubs
Invocation - The Rev. Paul C. Reinert~ S. J.~Chancell
St. Louis University
Address "The State of the Economy"
Remarks/Questions and Answers
L. William Seidman

2:00 P.M.

INTERMISSION

(Reconvene South Ballroom)

2:10 P.M.

THE ENVIRONMENT
Remarks /Questions and Answers
Russell E. Train

Miscellaneous
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PROGRAM

(cont.)

2:55 P.M.

ENERGY
Remarks /Questions and Answers
Frank G. Zarb

4:00 P.M.

INTRODUCTION OF THE PRESIDENT
Christopher S. Bond, Governor of Missouri
ADDRESS AND QUESTION AND ANSWERS
BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

Program Moderator and Conference Chairman
William J. Baroody, Jr.
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SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS

Advertising Club of Greater St. Louis
Arts & Education Council of Greater St. Louis
Associated Industries of Missouri
Higher Education Coordinating Council of Metropolitan St. Louis
Missouri American Revolution Bicentennial Conuil.ission
The Missouri Bar
Missouri Federation of Women's Club
Missouri Press Association
Missouri State Medical Association
Regional Forum-- East- West Gateway
Coordinating Council
St. Louis 0. I. C.
St. Louis Police Officers Association
St. Louis Regional Conuil.erce and Growth Association
Sierra Club-- Ozark Chapter
Urban League of St. Louis
Vocational Industrial Clubs of America -- Missouri Chapter
Women's Crusade Against Crime
World Trade Club of St. Louis

...

.

.~

'
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ADMINISTRATION PARTICIPANTS

GERALD R. FORD
President of the United States

David Mathews
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare

James T. Lynn
Director, Office of Management and Budget

L. William Seidman
Assistant to the President for Economic Affairs

Frank G. Zarb
Administrator, Federal Energy Administration

Russell E. Train
Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency

William J. Baroody, Jr.
Assistant to the President for Public Liaison

Roderick M. Hills
Counsel to the President

Richard L. Thornburgh
Assistant Attorney General, Department of justice

Richard G. Parsons
Associate Director, Domestic Council
Stanley S. Scott
Special Assistant to the President for Minority Affairs
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COMMENTS

"I don't like the reaction I got from some of my friends
that this thing was political. I know President Ford is going
to run for office, but this conference did not smack of politics
in any way." -- Mrs. James S. McClellan, Women Against Crime

*

'*

*

"I thought the formal conference was essentially a dogand-pony show. But there were more opportunities for
coralling some of the officials and sitting them down than I
had thought there would be."
Benjamin Senturia, Coalition
For The Environment

*

*

*

· "I'm impressed with the quality of the people. We often
think of public officials as idiots, and these guys certainly
aren't idiots." -- Meade Summers, Jr., a layvyer

*

*

*

"We need a Secretary of Cities to shuttle back and forth
and keep his -- or her -- finger on the pulse of problems in
the urban areas." -- Mrs. Freddie Mae Brown, Health Center
Worker

*

*

*

"The conference helped me to appreciate the Presidency
again. I became disillusioned with the office after the Watergate
scandals." -- Clarence C. Barksdale, Head of the Regional
Commerce Growth Association

*

*

*
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 26, 1975
'ro: JACK MARSH
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PuBLIC LIAISON
WHITE HOUSE FIELD CONFERENCE
ST. LOUIS, MO.

September 12
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The President

President Arrives Here Today Amid T~ght Security

Gerald R. Ford pays his first Presidential visit to
St. Louis Friday to address the National Baptist Convention,
woo other voters as. part of his election effort, raise money
for the local GOP, and take part in a White House Conference
on Domestic and Economic Affairs.
Tight security will be in effect with more than 400 State
and local policemen on duty.
His first stop will be at KMOX-TV, where he will tape
a half-hour show with newsmen that will be shown at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday.
He will then address 20,000 persons attending the National
Baptist Convention.
The President will appear at the White House Conference,
an ali-day affair with eight of his top advisers taking part in
lectures and question-and-answer periods.
A number of local organizations are sponsoring the
Conference.
At some point, Mr. Ford will field questions from the
audience for about 40 minutes. -- St. Louis Globe- Democrat
(9/12/75)

-2The President

Governor Bond, Crowd Greet President

President Ford was greeted by Governor and Mrs.
Christopher S. Bond as he stepped out of Air Force One.
He immediately plunged into a crowd of well wishers
lining the fences, shaking hands with a greeting party of
250.
Newsmen claim to have spotted a di.stinctive ridge of a
bulletproof vest across the shoulder and back as he shook
hands.
He held a brief impromptu press conference after
leaving the plane. Asked whether Ronald Reagan would
be ''an acceptable running mate" in the 1976 election,
Mr. Ford said, "We're all Republicans, and that will be
a decision for the convention. 1 '
-- St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(9/12/75)

Ford Says Job To Meet People

President Ford said in St. Louis it is his job to meet
with the American people, but declined to say whether or
not he wears "the vest" while mingling with crowds.
Ford said he had "no intention of allowing the Government
of the pe aple to be held hostage at the point of a gun. " He
made the statement in remarks prepared for the ·white House
Conference. -- AP, Springfield News & Leader
(9/13/75)

Ford Visit Gave Hint of 1976 Campaigning
The external trappings of a President may have had more
visible impact on the average St. Louis an that what President
Ford may have actually said, but the White House Conference
may have been just a sample of things to come as our Nation
begins accelerating into 1976.
The theme of morality in the home, church and in govermnent
was warrnJy received as evidenced by the burst of applause as the::
President touched on these issues.
Daily Banner News,
St. Charles, Mo.
(9/15/75)
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The President

Increase In School Loan Defaults Alarms Ford

President Ford has expressed alarm at the growing number
of college students who fail to repay educational loans made them
by the Federal Government.
"If the Governme~t is going to loan, then young people should
take the responsibility to repay, 11 the President said during an
hour-long appearance before the White House Co~erence on
Domestic and Economic Affairs.
Mr. Ford's comments came during a wide-range question-andanswer period. He answered 18 questions.
In answering questions, he renewed his attack on Congress for
its economic policies, pledged to start no more social programs to
aid the poor, and said his Administration reluctantly supported
court-ordered busing of students.
Federal studies say defaults on college loans are costing
taxpayers $200 million per year.
On other topics, Mr. Ford sounded familiar themes:
He blamed the Democrats in Congress as the principal
contributors to inflation in the country because of their failure to
stay within the budget.
-- He urged low income groups to look toward a revitalized
economy instead of costly social spending programs for relief.
--St. Louis Globe-Democrat
(September 13-14, 1975)
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Ford Blames Congress For Inflation
President Promises ·To Veto Bills He Finds Too Costly

President Ford took Congress to task with a vengeance in
St. Louis, terming the legislators "the principal contributors to
inflation" and promising veto after veto until Congress awakens to
fiscal responsibility.
The President was cheered when he made the remarks at a
White House Conference -- the last stop on his whirlwind visit.
"Despite our efforts to turn the squeeze, to cut unemployment
by 40,000, with everything we could do," Mr. Ford said, "we ended
up with a deficit of $52 billion. "
"I was dumbfounded. "
"When (Congress) sat down to do the same job, they came up
with a deficit of $68 billion," Mr. Ford added.
In other public statements issued along the Presidential itinerary,
Mr. Ford:
-- Remarked that he could not foresee circumstances where the
U.S. would withdraw from the United Nation, an apparent contradiction
to a statement by Secretary Kissinger that the U.S. would withdraw if
Israel was expelled from the body.
Pledged to continue personal contact with the American people.
Called for continued struggle for personal freedom and equality
for all Americans. ·
.:._ Issued a strong endorsement of Vice President Rockefeller.
St. Louis Globe -Democrat
(September 13-14, 1975)
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Compromise On Oil Indicated By Ford

President Ford is talking tough to the Democrats on the
issue of Government spending but soft to the same Democrats
on a possible compromise on oil price controls.
Mr. Ford headed for Dallas after warming up in the
Midwest with new attacks on the Democratic majority in
Congress. He called the Democrats irresponsible big
spenders who are hampering the fight against inflation.
The President suggested that he might accept a Housepassed bill to extend until October 31 price controls on
domestically produced oil.
He made a series of appearances in St. Louis, only one
was avowedly political, a GOP fundraising reception.
During a television interview, he promised to make
public all details related to the use of civilian technicians
in the Middle East peace agreement.
In reply to another question, the President said "very
preliminary discussions are underway with the Russians
about a possible barter of Soviet oil for American grain. 11
-- St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(9/13/75)
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U.S. Won't Quit U.N., Ford Says
Remarks Apparently Contradicts Statements Made By Kissinger

In an apparent contradiction of Secretary Kissinger,
President Ford said in St. Louis that he could foresee no
circumstances under which the United States would voluntarily withdraw hoi? the United Nations.
"That would be a mistake, 11 the President. said during
a taped interview with KMOX-TV. "The best way to win a
game is to play it, not sit on the sidelines. 11
The President's statement was an apparent contradiction
to a statem.ent made two months ago by Secretary Kissinger
in which he indicated that the United States would pull out of
the world body if attempts were made to expel Israel.
"The United States should be in the U.N. to protect our
interest," Mr. Ford said during the interview.
In other public statements made during the visit, the
President:
-- Pledged to continue mixing with the American people;
-- Called for a "communion of Americans" to continue
the struggle for equality~
-- Is sued a strong endorsement of Vice President Rockefeller;
Criticized North Vietnam for lack of information on
Americans missing in action.
-- St. Louis Globe -Democrat
(7/1/75)
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Ford Upholds Busing
Cites Law, But Favors Other Means

President Ford today offered "a better answer 11 than
court-ordered busing to achieve what he said all Americans
want for their children -- quality education.
11

I think that quality education can be achieved by better
school facilities, lower teacher-pupil ratios, the improvement of neighborhoods as such, 11 he said in a radio interview
in St. Louis.
Nevertheless, the President pledged his Administration 1 s
support of court-ordered busing in Boston and Louisville as
11
the law of the land. 11
11

As far
the land will
right to give
achievement

as the Administration is concerned, the law of
be upheld, 11 he said. 11 But I think I have the
what I thirik is a better answer toward the
of quality education, which is what we all seek.

He told the White House Conference that he can 1t get a
sense of what Americans are thinking from the Oval Office
or from public opinion polls.
He said trips such as the one today are important to the
American people.
Washington Post
(9/13/75)

11
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Report of Gunman, 3 Bomb Threats Mar Ford Trip

President Ford 1 s visit to St. Louis was marred by the
appearance of an armed m.an and three bomb threats, but
the President declared that he will not curtail his travel
or permit himself or his Administration "to be held
hostage at the point of a gun. "
Ford was a dozen blocks away when the gunman was
spotted.
The President reiterated his vows to maintain his plans
for a heavy schedule of travel outside Washington in a prepared text of a brief speech to the civic and business leaders
gathered at Stouffer 1 s Hotel for the White House sponsored
Conference on Economic Affairs.
Washington Star
{9/13/75)
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President Promises Equality for Blacks

President Ford went to St. Louis with a conciliatory
message for Black Americans in a speech before the
National Baptist Convention USA, the largest Black religious organization ...
He said, however, that 11 equality in the true spirit of
the founding fathers is not yet a full reality for every
American, I am sorry to say. 11
Mr. Ford spent five hours in St. Louis on his first
visit since becoming President.
The crowded schedule included a television interview,
a political appearance, a speech to a regional White House
Conference on Domestic and Economic Affairs.
The visit to St. Louis gave Mr. Ford a chance to improve
his standing with Black voters, and he appeared intent on
doing so.
He praised Black Americans for their contributions to
this Nation and added, 11 minorities and women still do not
participate equally in employment. They do not share many
economic, social and other resources of our Nation. 11
-- James Deakin, Washington Correspondent, St. Louis Post
Dispatch
(9/12/75)
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HEW Is Neutral On Abortion Issue, Secretary Says

HEW's policy on abortion is "to take a neutral position
with respect to this highly emotional issue," F. David Mathews,
Secretary of HEW, said in St. Louis.
Mathew's remarks were made to the White House Conference
before about 750 persons. The Conference pr.ovides for an
exchange of ideas between community leaders and Federal
officials.
The question of abortion was an exception in an hour of
discussion with Mathews which focused mostly on educational
issues.
When asked whether or not Pres'ident Ford had a policy
on education, Mathews cited several examples of what he
called positive approaches by the Ad1ninistration.
He said the Administration was concerned about the
inflationary impact of the overall Federal education budget.
This was given as the major reason for the Presidential veto
of the education bill pas sed by Congress.
-- St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(9/12/75)
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New HEW Head Senses Hostility, Disenchantment

After 31 days as the head of HEW, Secretary Mathews
already finds himself at a "tug-of-war."
Americans expect the government to solve the country's
social ills and criticize it for overspending and interference,
he said.
Mathews in St. Louis for the White House Conference,
said he senses hostility and disenchantment with institutions,
especially the Federal Government, and HEW in particular.
The youngest member of the President's Cabinet said
he will "open up" his agency and try to establish a closer
partnership with State and local officials.
In a brief televised talk, Mathews touched on a number
of his department's concerns:
On education: look at educational expenditures as
a kind of economic capitalization.
-- On busing: "I believe the American people have a
commitment to a desegregated society. They don't want a
fragile unjust solution."
As a Southerner who weathered a desegregation crisis
{at the University of Alabama), he said he feels "compassion"
for those on both sides of the controversy.
--St. Louis Globe-Democrat
{Sept. 13-14, 1975)
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Mathews Welcomes Public's Comments
\.

HEW Secretary David Mathews has been in Washington
only a month but already can see the value getting out "to
get a sense of country."
Mathews was part of a Ford Administration team he
participated with Friday in an affair designed to get the
pulse of the country -- The Wbite House Confe.rence on
Domestic and Economics Affairs.
The former college president said he welcomed the
chance to read "the minds and mood of the people."
"One of the main problems is that government doesn't
do enough listening, " he said. "'.Vhen was the last time
you heard that HEW.listens, instead of HEW says this, or
HEW sues on that? "
Speaking and listening on the part of Ford and eight
top aides with an audience of 800 community and business
leaders is just what took place.
"Only by going around the country to meetings like this,
by meeting people face to face and listening to what they
have to say, can you really learn low 11 to gauge the country's
mood, President Ford said in remarks at the Conference.
-- AP, St. Joseph News-Press
(9/14/75)

'.
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Explains Ford's Veto of Education Fund Proposal

President Ford's veto of a $7.9 billion education appropriation bill does not mean the President opposes education.
It means he it> more concerned with holding down the budget,
said David Mathews·, Secretary of Health, Education, and
Welfare.
Mathews was the opening speaker at the White House
Conference in St. Louis.
On the veto, which the Senate and the House overrode,
Mathews said, "I think the veto has to be uncle rstood in
light of the President's strong feeling that government
must exercise itself to bring the economy under control."
Mathews said the President was "evenhanded" in other
vetoes that would escalate the budget.
-- AP, Neosho Daily News, Chillicothe Constitution-Tribune
(9/12/75)

By SIIIHLEY 1\JAHLOW

Conrit••·-Post Starr Wrilt'l"

ST. LOUIS- Bus and train service toa city the siw of Hannibal should be on a
competitive basis, in the opinion of
Roderick l\1. Hills. counsel to the
President and an expert on <'conomk
deregulation.
Hills made his comments in an interview with The Courier-Post during

the White Jlou~o;e .Co.n.Lcr •nee on
Domestic and Economic Affairs Friday
at Stouffer's Riverfront Towers in St.
Louis.
"We are trying to peel away the layers
of regulations that have protected
businc ;ses from competition." Hills
said o:plaining the administration's
deregulation policy.
He said the administration would like

would you charge to serve them?' We
could then let them bid," Hills said.
Hills said regulatory agencies too
often protect an inefficient carrier from
going out of business rather than!
guaranteeing good service ·to the public.!
"There is too much effort to protect
the businesses they regulate than to
serve the communities. We think the)
balance of such activity is against the 1
public interest," 1-lills said.
Commenting on the airline industry, ·
Hills said the use of special fares is an
excuse for competition and said he
thought it would be better to let each ,
.airline charge whatever price it thinks
is necessary rather than having the
s21me price structure throughout the
industry. Too often they've met the
problem of empty seats by agreeing
among .themselves what each carrier's
share of the passenger load should be,
he said.

with an int'ffici('nt on«'
regulatory agencies, su ch as the
"That !Paves you
lntcrstatP C'ommerc(' Commission and
the Federal A via lion Administration, to question of what to
need service which co
permit carril'rs to serve cities they think
won 't provide; There'
would be pz ofitable, w thd ·aw from
those cities that are not profi table and · the government has
" If w<.' find a plac
set cornpl'titive pric1 .
we could say to lht•
"Each car icr could s« t l1 1 1~ price it
Hannibal that's not
wants. This would perm it an efficient
carrier to go into a mar.kct and compete

"Airlines that have bought more
planes than the load requires areu't
punished for their bad management
decision. Too often we've tried to
guarantee airlines. We think if airlines
were given a chanct• to rationalize thE'ir
rate structure, we will see different
types of airplanes being used ini
markets. We will see smaller planes in
markets where planes now fly half .
empty," he said.
Hills, an expert on deregulation of .
transportation industries, said somE~ I
efforts are also being made to decrease
red tape in other agencies.
There is H federal task force which
will attempt to elirr.inatc some of the
5,246 federal forms that businessmen
must now complete.
"Red tape is not only irritating, it's
also expensive," he said. "Our ultimate
goal is to make regulations more stmsible, less costly and to require fewer
forms," he said.
The Occupational Safety and Health
Act <OSHM is also being studied. "It's
quite obvious to both labor and business
that OSHA ish 't working," he said.

/
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Death Penalty Would Back Up Police -- Justice Official

It is not right to ask police to risk their lives without
giving them the protection of the death penalty as a deterrent
to would- be killers, Assistant Attorney General Richard L.
Thornburgh said at the Conference.

Thornburgh, who was recently appointed head of the
Criminal Division of the Justice Department, ·said the death
penalty also should be used in cases involving assassins and
paid killers.
He also called for stiffer penalties for those convicted
of crimes, particularly repeat offenders.
"One of the mistakes we have made is that we think we
can rehabilitate every criminal. There is no sense in wasting
OUr limited reSOUrCeS On five-time loserS, II he Said.
At the same time, Thornburgh said, "more money must
be spent on rehabilitating those who are not yet hardened
criminals.
Richard D. Parsons, Associate Director of the Domestic
Council who appeared with Thornburgh, rejected a suggestion
that drug addicts be sold drugs legally in an effort to combat
the drug problem.
"1 don't think the American public is willing to admit
defeat on this problem," Parson.s said, addir1g tl1at all
techniques had not been used. -- St. Louis Globe -Dem.ocrat
(September 13-14, 1975)
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Budget Director Presents Spectre of 'Severe Rece s sian'

Unless the American public and Congress begin to
restrain Federal spending, the Nation could be facing a
"severe recession" in 1977 or 1978.
This gloomy pr'ediction was made Friday by James T.
Lynn, Director of the Office of Management a~d Budget,
who was in St. Louis to participate in the White House
Conference.
Lynn noted that Congress had passed legislation that
would add another $3 billion deficit to the already $60 billion
deficit of the budget. Proposed legislation could easily drive
that figure up to $70 or $80 billion.
"Frankly this cpuntry can't stand that kind of figure,
he said.

11

"When Secretary Simon goes to money markets to
borrow that kind of money, he competes with businessmen
who want to build new factories and with consumers who
want to buy new houses. 11
"Every time the Government goes to the money market
we drive rates up and other people out, 11 he said.
Lynn said his office is taking a hard look at programs
with a view toward cutting administrative costs, elim.inating
overlapping areas and particularly seeing if the progra1n is
doing its job.
The Federal bureaucracy, he said, was handicapped by
not having the profit motive of business. He said this might
be substituted in Government by evaluation.
--St. Louis Globe-Democrat
(Sept. 13-14, 1975)
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Federal Budget Director Calls for Moderation

OMB Director James T. Lynn said few Americans today
realize that almost one-third of all spending is from all levels
of government, local, State and Federal.
Lynn, one of the featured speakers at the White House
Conference, said the U.S. must moderate its growth at all
levels of government, not cut them back as has been proposed
by some in Washington. He said a slight moderation could
lead to a balanced budget in three years.
Lynn said that one of the least understood facts about
Uncle Sam's expenditures today is a major increase in human
resource programs. He said that such programs now represent
51 percent of the tot,al Federal budget, an increase of 500 percent
over the past 10 years.
He said that this year's 336 billion dollar budget could go
to 400 billion by next year unless Congressional spending is
moderated. -- Daily Dunklin Democrat, Kenneth, Mo. (9/12/75)

-18Economics: General

Ford Theme: Slash Federal Spending

President Ford and a cluster of top Federal officials
advised community leaders to look more to local and State
, government and the free enterprise system for solutions
to social problem.s •.
They repeatedly stressed that more Federal programs
and higher Federal spending would fuel inflation and be
counterproductive.
The officials addressed 800 persons in a town-hall style
meeting that featured questions and answers.
The Regional Commerce and Growth Association, a
St. Louis area business organization, directed the local
efforts in setting up.the Conference. It featured participants
from an array of interest groups -- among them: business,
education, the bar, high school students, police and environmental groups.
L. William. Seidman, the President's top ec anomie
adviser, and James T. Lynn, Director of OMB, said an
economic recovery from high unemployment was underway.
They said recovery could be wrecked if Congress continued
to establish new Federal programs and increased the money
for existing ones.
Seidman said, "In our dern.ocratic forrn of society, there
is a tendency for government to try to do all things for all
people. Politically this is attractive, but economically, it
is not feasible. 11 - - St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(9/13/75)
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Zarb Says Congress Costs U.S. Jobs

Inaction by Congress on an energy policy the past five
years has cost this country a million new jobs, and a continuation of no action will cost another million jobs, according
to Frank G. Zarb, ;Federal Energy Administrator.
"This country has the potential to rnake itself selfsufficient in energy but it will never be achieved if politics
keep upsetting attempts to find a sound, achievable policy, 11
he said in St. Louis.
Asked about Democratic charges that the Administration 1 s
policy on decontrol will only produce higher prices, Zarb
replied:
"I think the average man on the street under stands more
than many in Congress that the days of cheap energy are gone
forever. 11
''Let's consider what our lack of national policy has cost
so far, 11 he declared.
"Since 1971 the importation of foreign oil has doubled and
prices have increased 700 percent. The price of imported
oil has gone from $3 billion to $25 billion annually. And \vho 1 s
paying the price? That $22 billion difference could have been
spent developing new sources in this country instead of enriching
foreign oil producers, " said Zarb.
He also declared that EPA and his agency are not in serious
conflict. -- St. Louis Globe-Democrat
(Sept. 13-14, 1975)
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Nation Must Face Reality On Energy

Probably one of the most productive aspects of the
Conference was the scheduled press conferences with
Administration officials.
Two of the mo1'-'e interesting personalities were
:~frank Zarb, FEA, and David Mathews, HEW Secretary.
Zarb spoke with frankness, relating the work ·of his
department in clear,· definite terms. Mathews, on the
other hand, spoke in such abstract fashion that it was
difficult to determine exactly what he was saying.
Zarb predicted a cold winter ahead for some parts
of the country, with shortages of natural gas expected to
curtail some industrial users.
The research must be stepped up in the use of coal,
nuclear and solar power, Zarb said.
Daily Banner News
(9/18/75)

Energy: General

-21-

COLUMBIA DAILY TRIBUNE, Columbia, Mo.

September 15, 1975
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At the __V'JtJite .House_.Confer~.nce on
Domogstic and Ecor>omic !\flairs held in
St. Louis last Friday, one of the stars of
the sho:J was entrgy c!1ief Frank G_
Zarb, the head of the Federal Energy
Adminstration. He made a good impres·
sian.
With his machine-gun del1very, he set
out to
"de-complicate" tt1e energy
issue, and it certainly sounded fa1rly
~,imple the way he explained it. Whett1er
he was as accurute as he was pointed IS
hard for the layman obsmver to know.
- Sut his comments sounded plausible.
In rapid fire order then. here are some
of Frank Zarbs comments:
In c.boui 1963 the Uni1r!d States lost
its energy independence. Ueiore that
time we were exporting oil. Now we are
importin9 40% of our oil. \Ve spend
about S22 bl!lion a year fer foreign oil,
rncncv t1iiH cou:d t~e ust:~u lv:" dozne~tic
deveiC>;Jment v;i!h great £~;,.,:ntar,>es. It
\\'Ot.dd c:·.:;_it-\? ab:~u~ ·t c;:;:~::;-i j~)i.i:;. v~·e
would gei out from under the ernbar~JO
threat if domestic production is cncour~c~?d. Th~ o\! ;~ t:"svc,iL:::~bh~ in Hils
country, we just need to get it out.

if vv;, C:u .-.uti •i•t~J ic encouraqe t!'11s
expl01ation, the pnce of oil wtii go up
anyway. And it v11ll hurt more because
we will not have the advant;:ges listed
, above. The OPEC nations (the foreign
l oil producers) cannot be blamed for
' maximizing the return on their valuable
natural resource. We can expect them
. to continue putting upward pressure on
! prices, particularly tf our dependence
· on their product grows.
This, essentially, is the administration

Concerning the automobile and
whether it is the chief culprit, Zarb said
the auto uses only 13% of the nation's
enf_'gy. It is i1npo1 tant, but not tne
single-handed villain some people
H1ink. More efficr:;ncy is beinr; t)ui!t ir:!o
domestic cars. The market place is
provid1ng a good st.muius for this and
should be left <done to do the job. Car
buyers are payinq a<tention to gas mileage 0s never befoto. They sre !ettin:J c::1r
makers know this by the1r actions 1n the
showrooms. But 1'10 must b8conw rnore
efficient c:~d frLV_I;J.! Zarb SZlyS. and r-,e
quotes the oft heard statist1cal ratio f.">o
of the world s population and 30% of its
energy use are in tt1e U.S.
On nuc!t:>a powe;· plants, unwavering suppoti for their development.
Z<::rb acknow!edges t::at a finai an:;wer
has not been fo·"··nd tor dispor.i119 of
nu.-~; ..:z~r Vi<:~~te. r:::.\t Lt-; hss CCii"1;)12~t;;;
confid2nce Hi'.3t H \:JUi Cl.:ff(!t:! i:_~;:::li b~~fr;;-eCh:!gfee. ufile ql.i8ntitit?S of YiaSte are

small, he says, nnd fewproblems have
ari~t-n. H:~ tr~l:;t~:=. ;·.,.rrv~rk:;1n r.~_\cht:~~c:~y

to meet wlH:<t h0 makes out to b~ a
rel~:~h./:'"!".j minr.r ,--h-<·Uc,n~':?'- !~:~~--:-~,
b~:;::::~.:~c ~: 3;~ L·u; .&hira ~{;;:(:tiu~ions
:.:.n•:1 c:; .:ii~-.1:~-i2t'iidl ::;c4a·-~-:f1U..:tr,~is, !t
takes 8 or 9 year~: to ~~eta nuclear plant
going in the Unite-d St~tes cornpar:o~rl to

5 or 6 in Japan, he says.
On this same question, incidenta!ly.
Russell Train. the aclministration·s environmental ct1ief who spoke at the
same meeting, also wants to go ahead
with nuclear plants. He points out that
otherwise we are askmg for a host of
troubles more serious than the potent1al
ones associated wrth nuclear develop-

ment: more dependence r_,n fore;gn t'• _
and 011 in general, whiCh tnre;;.tcns more
oil spills: mere co:::l r··: , .. env;ronment21 prob 1erns- 'Tl c :--e ·ccc
burn:ng with aSSOCICJt.:.-:C
~~'Oi!~U::~. ~.
woes.

On solar energy, Zarb iS Sc< r;~rin•'- h·:
s?.ys the research is r.r(•, ,-r: ;:;!c)~
quickly. Technoloqy 1s :-·- ~.:; C"vs •
ODec!. He st-en~s to thint(

:+ ·,·. .

c.:·,:,;·nc. (;,_,·_

agrees that no s•gnific:owt c·:_:c-,-:_!·::rc:s
shou'd be ho::oed lor be.f~;·;:- ,-,.:·end':'
the century.
In energy matter, the "''"' 2000 ~~
often mentioned. This is t:·:: ,.,,~:enltT:
when solar, f1SS10n and !:'2''u:)s otr··e·
exotic po·,.•.:er sources c-ur:~ :::~.;;~. :-;o~;ed !<::·
finaily be of some twlp_ In tnc- ,~co::r·"
we Vilii have to rely on rr.cr•,; o r f'rc.cuction. more coal prod·.Jct,C;n ".~,; t'
f:J:test possibie dt:·ve:oprr!t.-:': 0
p!a.nts.
ic,• ..•

r

It's possible, of course, tc (}i2~r:re:'
with some of Zarb"s policies. ·n,~,f:) ir
great contro\ters·r O'.'ei ~-~'""' .--:.' .~ · ·
for tn1s cour;lry. Out so far we tr•mk thE·
Fctd neonfe hrlvP th~ h<··:; c: 1 i"'. -~~·-.: -:
~!e ?.! ~~~~·!_~~ C::::f~Ci~;;•l\.1i.Lj .:.;· •-l~.T '.1
tr·;::;;·:::; i:~: no \-/,Jy to hJve c.;;-',·<·) c:; :_..: ,,
still provide !he mon?y for d'"''"''
ment. Vle borro ..~ed ~~-;~:dp:~·: q~._~- fu~t-
for teo long, and now v.-e have to pa
5
the price. "fhe Congress. on the otrer
hand, seems unable to decir'e vdi:,. , ;_,
do except keep the con:roi'- ::-n L·r
while longt~r. What W!!l !:::2 "'' :;; , :,
this extra time is not known. Or at le;ls:
not well articulated by the Democrats
on the Hill.

_____________ ____________________ ________ --

~ argument for decontrol of 011 prices.

_..._

More on the Wh1ta House Conference
tomorrow.
,
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Environmental-Energy Goals Called Compatible

National goals to clean up the environment have not
faltered because of energy crisis pressures to lift controls
on high pollution fuels, says Russell E. Train, Administrator
of the Environment<il Protection Agency.
"All the polls we see say the public is not. willing to see
environmental controls ripped off," Train said. "The public
is insisting that we deal with energy and the environment
together. 11
Many of the goals of our energy program are consistent
with environmental goals, he said.
He cited efforts to curb auto pollution which increases
gas mileage as an example.
During the Conference, Train was asked why environmentalists are opposed to the development of nuclear power
plants when additional energy sources are in demand. ·
"I am not for a moratorium on nuclear power development,
Train said. He also noted that the problems of nuclear waste
and plutonium safeguards still need to be solved before nuclear
power becomes a completely safe energy source.
-- St. Louis Globe-Democrat
(Sept. 13-14, 1975)

11
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Local Is sues Discus sed With Federal Officials

A number of meetings took place between top Federal
officials and select private groups, including 35 area educators
and the Secretary of HEW.
Press cciverag~ of these private sessions was not permitted.
William J. Baroody, Jr., Assistant to the President for
Public Liaison and the man in charge of the Conference, said
it was policy to bar the press from such meetings.
The policy is based on a belief that there is a freer
exchange of ideas without reporters being pre sent, he said.
Baroody said the purpose of the Conference was to make
Administration officials more aware of public opinion, as
reflected by leaders in the community.
His Office of Public Liaison was set up one year ago by
President Ford.
The office hopes to communicate with 12,000 private
organizations across the country just as thoroughly as the
White House communicates with Congress and the press,
he said.
In addition to the White House Conferences set up
around the country, Baroody's staff brings various groups
to confer regularly with Mr. Ford's assistants.
Making 1 'government more accessible to the people; to
bring about a better-informed Administration that will be
better able to form public policy, " were cited by Baroody
as goals of his office. -- St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(9/12/75)
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When a black woman asked Presi~nt Ford whether he
had any new social programs in rtiinrl to help the poor and

By RICHARD DUDMAN
Chief WaAhiogton Corre~~pondenl

PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD's Washington
road sh<lw had its one-day stand in St. Louis Friday;
and it amounted to a preview of his 1976 campaign.
Beyond that, it was a fair sample of the way
iss es are discussed by the same officials in
Washington.
Still another side of the White House Conference
on Domestic and Economic Affairs was a good bit of
· give and take between people of St. Louis and the
Fori Administration on things that are bothering
them.
These conferences now are settling into a pattern.'This
was the ninth this year and the fourth in which Mr. Ford
' it up with a que~ tion-and-answer se<;sion. It must be
rated a plus for Mr. Ford, for the local citizens who take
part and possibly for the nation as a whole.
A St. Louisan who knows the Washington-St. Louis axis
from both ends, Prof. Murray L. Weidenbaum-of Washing. ton University, confided that "personally I'm bored stiff."
As
;istant secretiry of the Treasury-in the early Nixon
y
he had heard it all before.
~" 1
Ll .c.
~G to some of the long
exchanges between St. Louisans and the officials from
Washington he concluded that the exercise had been
hiie, esr ially in the light of the close-mouthed
atmosphere of the Haldeman-Ehrlichman era .. Weidenbaum
~ •
O!Jt:1i. FvtU d.ltuu:,plu::it ·~ u:; 1 t:.5hinK.''
Presidential candidates almost always run on a
plattorm of peace a nil prosperity. If challenging an
incumbent, they promise to deliver them; if running for reboast of having achieved them and promise to
good work.
r. Ford's variation, as he begins to campaign while
the c ntry
just emerging from a serious recession, is
that prosperity without inflation can be achieved through his
con:>e
. formula.
The President and his aids, almost to a man, kept
st1 iking a thord of less government, less regulation of
less spending

TO JUDGE FROM the reaction of those who met with
the final session, it is an att111ctive prescription.
The heaviest applau:;e of the day came when he promised to

Mr. Ford

"'

.

Jim',

1
re the princir contributors to inflation in this
country."
Speaking in Harry S Truman's state, Mr.. Ford
t
1'
ve bee P e~ident Truman's

.that

ed Mr.

the disadvantaged, he told her what would help more wa5 a
healthy economy. He said that if more people were working
une01ployment benefits would drop, food stamps - '
welfare expenditures could be cut back, the tax base wou 1
expand, and everyone would be better off.
There was another main plank in the Ford 197
campaign preview-law and order. Assistant Att-orne
General Richard L. Thornburgh, head of the Department
Justice Criminal Division, put forth the need for swift, sure
and severe justice, including the death penalty, as a
deterrent to crime.
OFFICIALS /HO tend to be direct and concrete n
Washington were the same in St. Louis. Those who run
generalizat~ons a!l~ cute anecdotes in the Capital tPnded to
wing it the saii_le way at the conference here.
Thornburgh was one of the direct ones. He lectured one
qu~stioner, who wanted to know why more could not be dox:e

to rehabilitate crimitlals. Thornburgh asserted that certa .,
criminals were beyond rehabilitation and that the ~:: •
treatment for them was stiff sentences promptly lmpos
to get" them out of soCiety for a while so they could <10
mored mage.
.
Still Mr. Ford's Justice Department has changE f
the times of Attorney General John N. Mltch~ll and his
crew. When a St. Louis police.officer asked why the young
woman who pointed a pistol at the President in "
last weekend was held under $1,000,()()0 bail while other
••iu.-<ier :-;,u5;vcct.; are released 3.ftcr pectin~ only
$31.100, hornburgn gave mm a one1 coruitilui.io al '
The American legal system carries a presumr
innocence, he said, and the price _for that individual
privilege is a certain risk that a killer may roam loos
ile
awaiting trial.
Another official with a forthright style was Richard D.
'

-

Parsons, associate director of the Domestic Council. Hi
fields are justice, crime, civil rights and communicatic
, HE MINCED no words when a young man suggested
that the British drug abuse program might be worth a try.
with its rations of low-priced narcotics to keep addicts from
turning to robbery. Parsons simply said, "No." Then he
• added that the United States was not willing to admit
defeat.
Frank G. bub, head of the Federal Energy Administra
gh as <.llrect
·
t:
!so c.
,
•
ton of r
need for energy independei).Ce with an optimism about he
ability of American ingenuity to develop !<JW-mU !lge
automobiles an_d 59Iar furnaces,
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St. Louis Woman.Takes Top Ford Aides To Task

Mrs. Freddie Brown, wearing a brightly colored
dashiki dress, brought a touch of irreverence to Friday's
White House Conference.
Three times, Mrs. Brown stood up to needle, josh
and question some of the country's most influential policymakers. She never got a chance to unload a question on
President Ford.
Mrs. Brown didn't agree with the answers she got,
but when the Conference had ended, she like almost every
other participant, thought the day was worthwhile.
"Even though it cost me 20 bucks, " she said, "it was
a good chance to tell them what was on my mind."
At one point, she mispronounced the name of Assistant
Attorney General Richard L. Thornburgh, calling him
"Thorn (pause) bull."
Finally Mrs. Brown took on EPA Administrator
Russell E. Train and challenged hiln to spend more time
on problen'ls of the environment in the inner city.
"Shouldn't we have preservation of the human being in
addition to the yellow- bellied sapsucker?" she asked.
Fe\v participants in the all=day conference spo1'-e 011t as
aggressively as Mrs. Brown, but the opportunity was there
if they wanted to.
Many participants managed to corner an official offstage
for a few moments of conversation. -- St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(9/14/75)
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By RICHARD K. WElL JR.
0£ the Posa-DiHpalch Saaff

THE WHITE HOUSE Conference on
Domestic and Economic Affairs. What
is it?
Cynics call it a political road show,
designed - among other things - to
get President Gerald R. Ford elected in
1976. Others call it an important form of
communication between governmen't
and its citizens.
After Friday, St. Louisans will be
able to judge for themselves.
Beginning this afternoon, a group of
presidential advisers and a Cabinet officer
will arrive for seminars and private dinners
with various organizations in their fields of
interest.
Tomorrow, they will take turns speaking
and answering questions at the' formal
conference in a ballroom at Stouffer's
Riverfront Towers.
The conference will end with a visit by
President Ford, who will 3peak ahd answer
questions between 4 and 5 p.m.
The day's proceedings will be televised
live by KETC, Channel 9, whose coverage
will begin at 8 a.m. and end at 5:30p.m.
Attending the conference will be several
top Administration officials, headed by F.
David Mathews, Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare. Others will be James T.
Lynn, director of the Office of Management
and Budget; Russell E. Train, administrator
of the Environmental Portection Agency;
and Frank G. Zarb, administrator of the
Federal Energy Administration.
L. William Seidman, assistant to the
President for Economic Affairs, and Roderick M. Hills, counsel to the President, were
to participate in a seminar this afternoon at
Washington University. Its topic was Government Regulation ~f Business.

It was held in conjunction with the
The White House Conferenee traces back
conference and was sponsored by the univerMorley said the confCJ 1ce could accomto the Administration of Ricb1·d M. Nixon.
sity's Center for the Study of American
modate about 800 if more invited guests want
The forerunners were conduc:ed July 25 and
Business. The seminar was financed by John
to sign up before the registration deadline of
26 last year in Los Angeles and Chicago.
M. Olin of Alton, a trustee of the university
·
After Mr. Nixon resigned <•1d 'Mr. Ford . 5 p.m. today.
and a major Republican contributor.
took over, the w President J)i teed William
Among the federal o ·. als partie
White House Press Secretary Ronald H. ,. J. Baroody Jr., he man who masterminded
David Ma
in the conference will bf:
Nessen said in a Washington briefing that
those first m... ings, in chm ~e of a new
ton and·
'secretary
of
Health·,.
Ec
Mr. Ford viewed the St. Louis conference as
White House Of ce of Public li .ison.
of the 0
James T. Lynn, direc
nonpolitical.
Baroody's otfice is directel to communiL. Willia
Management and Bud
THE REPUBLICAN National Committee
cate constantly with the publi(' through about
tent for
man,
assistant
to
the
p
is paying for the transportation of Mr. Ford
12,000 citizen organizations. lk is supposed
ninistrat
affairs; Frank G. Zarb,
and his staff later tomorrow and Saturday to
to talk with these groups just lS thoroughly
n,
and Ru
Federal
Energy
Commi
Kansas City area and Dallas. But Nessen
as other White House offic<JS deal with.
te Envire;
Train,
administrator
o
announced that the $44 per seat pPr hour cost
Co'!_gress or the press.
Protection Agency.
on Air Force I for Mr. Ford and his
1
Every Tuesday and Thursday, BarOody's
immediate party would be charged off to the
office brings representatives of various orgaALSO ON THE .PR
AM will
Government on the Washington-St. Louis leg
nizations to th White Hotl! ~ to discuss
administration experts ( crim&-Ric rd
of the journey.
problems with he President's t p advisers.
Thornburgh and Richar
. Parsons.
While he is in St. Louis, Mr. Ford ~ill ,
Each of the cosponsors allowed . w
participate in a television interview, speak at
VARIOUS SECTIONS OF Baroody's office
about 60 participants
the conf
a Baptist convention, and attend a Republideal with social service orga tJ:!ations, busiRegistration fee is $2 a p r on.
can fund-raiser.
ness and trade organizations, women, youth
Although it may be debat'ed that these
and Hispanic affairs. The White House
is asked to offer
BUT EACH COSP.ON$
appearances are partisan in nature, the
Conference team makes up a separate
tor
l!l per cent of its invitat s to orga
White House insists strongly that the. confer.
section.
th
with related interests. or exam.P
ence at Stouffer's will be nonpartisan.
Work on the conference in St. Louis, Eves
Jeffrey '. Eves, one of two White House
e
Urban League, which : a cospor
said, bega11 about six weeks a1:o when he and
conference directors, said: "It's almost
a few of
t:
was expected to distnl
his codirector, John B. Shlaes, c:onsulted the
impossible to convince people of that before
to the National Associ m for the
Regional Commerce and Growth Association.
a conference begins. But at the conclusion,
and the
ment of Colored Peo
- i!
The White House staff members rewhen all the results are in, the opinions· have
ality.
Committee on Ratial
searched the cortmunity and ;nmpiled a list
·
been very, very positive."
)I
tions wer
In all, about 1600 in
of 18 cosponsorh organizations.
St. Louis will be the ninth area to have
Friday's conference,
id Harr
v
"We always ick establisiu·d organiza-·
such a conference in 1975 and the fourth 'to
• Regiom
r
l
executive director ot
tions," Eves sai J. He said t1 • t sometimes
have one In the last four weeks. Others were
orning,
Association. As of th
representation in nationa orgJ izations was
conducted Aug. 19 in Peoria, Aug. 25 in
650 reservations had b
made.
rotated. For exa nple, the St. Louis Police
Milwaukee, and Sept. 4 in Seattle.
Officers Association was chosen as the
WHILE A STAFF of undisclosed size has
representative of labor at the St. Louis ,
been performing the President's advance
(cont. next page)
conference. But Eves said that in almost
work on the twenty-fourth floor at Stouffer's,
every previous C< nference, Teamsters, Longa separate White House Conference staff has
shor~men or AFL-CIO unions we:re picked.
been working one floor .~1~~...:.
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By Richard M.•Johnson
A Member of the Staff

Survival of democracy in this country may depend on revitalization of the
"fifth branch" of government, a high
White House official said here yesterday.
The fifth branch-after executive,
legislative. judicial branches and the
press, or fout th estate-is composed of
volun ary organiz <i
_ ·c.1es,
unions, fraternities and other private
organizations, in the view of William
J. Baroody, Jr., assistant to the Presidcill. He '
. the Office of Public
Liaison of the White House.
Baroody said involvement of ordinary citizens, through their organizations, in the making of government
policy is ess<>11tial to conquer two problems: Alienation of average citizens
from the
~rnm •nt ~
t
:arcity
of new ideas in political circles.
"Unless a feeling of corn dence is
strengthened at the grass root unless
people's feelings about remoteness of
government change, there v be a serioLL'i threat to the vitality and survival
of our democracy," Baroody told a
luncheon meeting of the Assoeiated
Industries of Missouri.
·
or alien• his crisis of coruid
t ion of the individ
bad
c •tgh by it~ .
you combine it with what some perceive to be a lack of new ideas in
American politics, the situation becomes even more serious."
The solution is to $!Ct morp nt~hli~
inout into ·
· ,
,. beThat h his j< ' at the r •
House.
Baroody is organizing a series of
meetings with these elements of the
fifth branch. Tomorrow about 800 persoris from Missouri organizations will
gather in St. Louis to listen to, ask
questions of and criticize administra. tion officials in a White House Confj
. en.ce on Domestic and Econorruc -

I

J fau-s.

The White House has held eight of
the so~called presidential town hall
·v· ·mt:~tings: this ye~r. In each, people
f~Jll labor, busmess, government,
<',lutrches-. universities and other

Thurscley, S.pternbern, 1975

making circles and to increase the
public's confidence in the government,
Baroody said. The broad emphasis is
to get government to work m concert
with private organizations, in te.~d of
ignoring them, he said.
For example:
• The family. "It is commc pr ctice to hand over physically or , •tally handicapped children to 1
•;
agencies . . . 'h e far. · · th
is often shunted asi
s
rather irrelevant to
these children.
"It might be a promising inno'
:.
in this field to focus pt lie r
on enabling individual famil
with problems v.ith ' se
within, rather than out · . t e
•tal home," he said. 1 • i '~
from one of lhe publics
s.
• The church. "1h church as an institution, be it Pro
ant,
Jewish or some oU · 1 ith, IS
the major sources of mean g a d
value in our society,"
"It should be protected by public
icy."
Experiments in voucher systems of
I
givin public aid to c;(
by religious institut
n 1
of
wor
get 1cr
m
lie interest, he said.
• Voluntary organizations.
·ernme , gcnc1es '
~
precedence over or pre-empt volunt.., ...y

n.ftC.,...f,.. u .... ,

f'",..:,l

UT+..

.1 t -

'

l;gic~l·ti~crt'J.Iu'i,li~· ·. ..s
·
volunta y efforts t
1. ,
and economic problems.
Asked if the appearances
Pr
dent Ford and cabinet members are
politically motivated, Baroody sa1d his
office and the political strat ~·
m
the White House are separated n
"I'm kind of not in r loop. I
really get involved in the poli Ic
WILL rAM J. BARO
Y, JR.
process," he said. Ties to political
groups hear addresses by cabinet strategists caused a major credibil'
members and the President and ask problem for Charles Colson, who rerquestions from microphones spread formed a similar function to Baroody's
throughout the auditorium.
.
under President Nixon but who also
The idea is tQ develop a process for advi:;ed Ni~on on politics, B~roody
getting the pitbl.fc's· ia~as into i>olicy- said.
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Media Coverage

Sept. 11, 1975

Live Coverage On TV
Of Liaison Conference
KETC Channel 9 will have live coverage of ·
the White House Conference on Domestic and
Economic Affairs at Stouffer's .Riverfront
Towers tomorrow. Coverage will be from 8
a.m. to 5:30p.m.
The conference will be highlighted by an
appearance by President Gerald F. Ford at 4
p.m. The President, like ?th~r Government '
officials, will .address the mv1ted guests and
then answer questions.

St. Louis Globe-Democrat

Local, area media representatives ••••••• 212
Attendance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · · · · • · 800
Good area coverage by printed and
electronic media
National Coverage
AP, N.Y. Times, Washington Post,
.
Washington Star, Christian Science Momtor.
Area coverage on public broadcast television,
· entire conference (donated feed provided by
commercial station).

Sept. 11, 1975

\.,..

hr

b

KF:TC-TV, Ch~n!'!el 9, wi!! carry liv<:
coverage of Presidt:iil Ford's White .House
conference here Friday, begiMing at 8 a.m.·
President Ford and federal officials will
meet with St. Louis business and community
leaders during the conference at Stouffer's
Riverfront Towers.
Here is the schedule for Friday:
8 a.m.-Michael Witunski of KETC-TV will
interview William Baroody Jr., assistant to
the President for public liaison.
8:30 A.M. - Clarence C. Barksdale,
president, St. touis Regional Commerce and
Growth Association, opning remarks. Baroody, introduction to the conference.
. . 9 .a.m. - I>~vid Mathews, .secretary ()f
· health,· education and welfare. Remarks and
que
and ans "'·
I :
m. L. n, rnburgh,
assistant attorney general, crime division,
and Richard D. Parsons, associate director
for justice, crime, civil rghts and communi-

ca lion. Domestic 1: ounc!!. Remarks and
questions and answers.
11:20 a.m. -James T. Lynn, director,
Office of Management and Budget, and
Roderick M. Hills, council to the President.
Remarks and questions and answers.
I :15 P.M. - Florence E. McGriffin,
prsident, Missouri Federation of Women's
Clubs, moderator; L. William Seidman,
assistant to the President for economic
affairs. Lucheon address and questions and
answers.
2:10 p.m. - Russell E. Train, administrator, Environmental Protection Agency. Remarks and questions and answers.
2:55-p.m.- Frank G·. Zarb;admlnistrator,
Federal Energy Administration. Rema rks
and questions
4 p.m. {appr
time) - J. he President, remarks and questions and answers.
5 p.m. - White House conference adjourns.
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Editor ial

DAILY BANNER-NEWS, St. Charles, Mo.

Septennber 15 , 1975

with donald meyer
I

So the President made his historic visit to St. Louis. He's
gone, and things are back to the hum-drum pace. It seemed
like a lot of fanfare for such a short visit, and I can't help but
wonder, in the final analysis, what it really achieved.
Mr. Ford didn't say a thing that anyone hadn't heard

many times before, and his key men, such as Frank Zarb
and David Mathews, followed suit. And listening to the
questions from a dozen or so St. Louisans during the
President's hour-long appearance Friday afternoon did little
to add to the occasion. Most of the questions were trite, to
say the least, with few presenting probing queries of
meaningful significance
The White House Conference on Economic and Do:nes ic
AffairS; as it was biliect, wasostensibly designed to give the
It!
public a chance to · n first-hand what was going •
n11tion, and give top administration officials a chance to
listen to the average guy on the street.
The conference did not tell a lot about what goes on in
government that has not been known for a long time, and
"average guy" the conference participants certainly
weren't:They represented the cream of the crop as far as St.
Louis goes - heads of everything from the Advertising
Council to the Women's Federation.
The candidness with which Mathews, head of HEW,
responded to one newsman's question startled many attending a morning press conference. In the course of
questions dealing with welfare abuse, forced busing and
health insurance, this newsman asked a very simple
questidn of Mr. Mathews: " What have you learned from
.your visit to St. Louis?"
Now, since that was one of the reasons for this affair in the
first place, that seems like a logical question. Math ws
replied, "I am not here to learn:" He went on to explain •
he was more interested in finding out the impact of
sponsorer programs in the St. Louis area tl an to ac
new ideas to snape dministration policy. T.1at's
One has to see .through the maze of activity surroWldin
such an event to see the real value of it all. The conference, if
, s ..
nothing e1se, gave people a chance to see their
flesh, and that is probably one of the greatest forms of
n C"'u,..J.,..,1n.n"i
"'-"l l
• ..,.,,
t'~

.....

.·. .

. .•

v-•~ •

OA..,.,.,_
nthinrt
............ ....
...."•. .....,..l"lnnA
.............. 'f"ht),..O
... ....... - -i ~ .........
.. , _ ...._

t~a,.. ..

~

seeing the President. in person that has great impact T
part of the strategy.
I guess what it all boils down to is the issue of credibility.
being able to have faith in the man or the office, whate · it
may be. Mr. Ford may have said all of these things before.
true. But, then, what else could he say. If Congress is L, d
passing too many bills calling for increased spendi
~hat is precisely what the President is going to say. And
difference does it make how many times he has to say it. If
it's true, it's true.
Restored faith in government can only come about
through restored faith in people who run government. We
tend to think of government in tangible terms, when in
reality, we .m ust associate more directly ~ith the people in
those key positions. A conference such as the one in St Louis
~

\1

.

I •
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ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

September 14, 1975

Mr.. Ford InS ~· LouisIf support for President Ford's policies and
· candidacy depended on an amiable demeanor
, and sincerely proclaimed goodwill, then Mr.
Ford accomplished something in his hurried
visit to St. Louis on Friday. Undoubtedly St.
Louisans, like other Americans, have warm
feelings for a president who exudes friendliness and who will not let fear of assassins
deter him from public appearances.
But apart from his likeable manner and his
backing for traditional economic and civic
virtues, Mr. Ford offered little to his audiences
here. His speech to the National Baptist
Convention USA, the nation's largest black
religious organization, was a rhetorical appeal
to blacks to lift themselves by their own
shoestrings. Its patronizing recitatjon of the
names of black leaders who have contributed
to American life was calculated to win merit
points from some blacks without committing
~he Ford Administration to any substantial
new programs to relieve the depressed conditions to which long years of discrimination
have consigned blacks.
Paying tribute, as Mr. Ford did, to those
among his hearers who support their families,
educate their children and pay their taxes,
could mean lit'tle to those who are trapped in
wretched ghettos and substandard schools and
who are without work and without adequate
fat:i!iti~s

to

~!~teet

the!n

!r!!~ d!!;~4:;~ ~nd

~.:rim~.

With the nationai unemployment rate
over 8 per cent (much higher for blacks), Mr.
Ford earlier this year vetoed a bill designed to
create more than a million jobs. Although he
called attention here to the value of education
and noted the availability of existing programs, Mr. Ford had vetoed a 7.9 billion dollar
education appropriation bill desiwed in part to
help the schools of districts serving blacks.

I
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(Congress overrode the veto.) While he was
urging his audience not to be victimized by
fear, Mr. Ford was blithely oblivious to the
fact that he had vetoed a 1.42 billion dollar
health services bill that would bave
to
alleviate the fear of illness. (Congress also
overrode this veto.)
All • th
·dential actions, of course,
were justified at the time in the name of
economy. Yet Mr. Ford has shown no inclination to economize in areas more subject to
cost-cutting without affecting human needs, as
in the .military budget. He recently asked for a
beginning project on a vastly expensive fleet of
nuclear powered cruisers, despite contrary
recommendations from his own advisers. Nor
has Mr. Ford exhibited a concern for saving
where tax preferences for big business are
involved.
As the President spoke later in St. Louis to
the regional White House Conference on
Domestic and Econmn!CAffa1rs, he rusplayed
the same partiality for the familiar homilies
about self-reliance and private enterprise. The
conference, well staged and promoted for 'r.
Ford's political benefit, was hardly a
m
which tough issues could be thrashed out and
resolved in innovative recommendations designed to affect White House policies.
Whatever Mr. Ford's appeal as a person
rna·; ba, he did not rcvf:.:;l hen: auyw• "' titan
he has elsewhere the kind of presidential
leadership that conveys a feeling that he is
dealing effectively with the nation's problems.
At a time of simultaneous recession and
inflation, of energy shortages and labor surpluses, of domination of the economy by forces
beyond the reach of the individual - ·invoking
the pe~onal and business values of an earlier
age is not enough.

• •

•

I

.. - - ... - . . .
Hannibal Cour~ier -Po~t, Hannibal 1 Mo.
~
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Miscellane ous

PRESIDENT GERALD FO ~D answered questions on
a varie y of topics Friday afternoon at the Wh~te.
House Conference on Domestic and Economic Affatrs
at
's Ri ·
Tov · rs in . Louis. Several
administration otficials addressed the day-long
conference prior to Ford's appearance. (Staff photo.
by Shirl~y MarloW)
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young former University of
Alabama president said he welcomed
the chanc(' to read "the mind and mood
U

"' I.

'>I

u

•

J

ST. LOUIS lAP> - David Mathews,
government doesn't do enough
the new Secretary of Health, Education listening," he said. "When's the last
and Welfare, has been in Washington
time you heard that HEW listens, injust a month but already can see the stead of HEW says this, or HEW sues on
value of getting out "to get a sense of
that'!"
·country.''
Speaking and listening on the part of
Mathews was part of a Ford
Ford and eight top aides with an
Administration team , headed by the audience of 800 community and business
.President himself, who participated
leaders is just what took place in a
·Frida;v in an affair designed to get!he .. f.~rmat allo:wing each speaker to make
pulse of the country - th~hil!! ~ brief remarks and then open the floor' to
nomic

..
The

..

i

decontrol and busing were entctlained.
as well as state controversies such as
the Meramec Dam.
Ford also aid he welcom.ed the
chanc to
gc
ur t
1 od

through the. ninth such conference h
this year.
"Only by going around the count
meetings like this. by me
1
face to face and listening
have to say. can you really learn t
people feel and what they think," Fe
said .
Mathews fielded questions deal
.1;11ainly.with education - and bus in
'particular. . · · · ·.
··
O\\ n

question. I ,,
was up to the courts "Our
is
goes on· in the classroom. How can
assist in a pre ession I
v t{
and studen ...
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Miscellaneous

Look Of A ula
In Street Crowd

· Earlier in the day, a ropedBy JOHN M. McGUIRE
off crowd was milling around
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff
in the small park across the
In the crowds of people street from the Gateway Towjammed against the restrain- er building at I South Memoing ropes, the facial expres- rial Drive, where the presisions were nearly the same dential motorcade ma~e its
a strange sort of adulation.
first stop.
It was a "here-l-am-touchAbout eight pickets from
me" kind of look, a straining,
desperate outreach as Presi- Local1439 of the International
dent Gerald R. Ford moved . Brotherhood of Electric Workalong the crowd, which in- ers, who have on strike
cluded several clusters of against Union Electric Co.
scouts and uniformed chil- since July 12, .continu~_ri to
dren's groups that awaited his stroll up and down in front of
arrival at Stouffer's River- the office building where the
utility has its executive offront Towers.
Mr. Ford threw caution fices. At least one person,
aside several times here Fri- confined behind police lines in
day, as he went into throngs the park, was furious at the
of onlookers. At Stouffer's, he picketing.
moved along a curved driveway that had been cleared of
"I think that's ridiculous,"
automobiles, including a both- he said. "It gives St. Louis a
ersome yellow Volkswagen black eye, that kind of stuff.'.'
that had to be pushed,
The man, who said he was
dragged and carried away by a retired letter carrier, was
Secret Service men and local so bothered by the pickets
that he complained to a passpolice.
"Hey, over here Gerry," ing Secret Service agent. The
shouted a heavyset man, pickets eventually agreed to
arms outstretched as he move across the street before
pushed a cub scoot, who had the President's arrival.
a look of alarm on his face,
Five young secretaries
against the police barricade.
"Oh, h w close did you were n r ~Hy ' un at the
get," said a noticeably flus- President as he stepped from
tered woman, who apparently his limousine.
had m n ged to get close
"Where are the TV camerenough to be flustered.
as?" said one, looking franti" •· '
arc you," ::aid the cally up and uown lhe ~ Hi~;e
former member of Congress lines. She had already started
St. Louis Globe-Democrat-- 9/13-14/75
from Michigan, now the Pres- to wave.
ident. His head was tilted to
one side, left arm upraised
and waving. "Hi, how are
you?" seemed to be the President's only line to the crowds
Washed clean by a welcome rain and dried
He mixed socially at a fund-r ·
on Friday.
off by a bright sun in a cool, clear sky, St.
tion sponsored by Republic n
A group of wide-eyed chilLouis welcomed President Ford in perfect
he spent an hour at an open for
dren, from a· group called ·
fashion Friday. It was Mr. Ford's first visit
climaxed a White House Conferenc
Futures of America, kept
to the city as chief executive. Downtown St.
cabinet-rank officials and cit
singing "God Bless America"
Louis has changed dramatically since Mr.
tiveS.
as the President paused and
Forcllast visited here in 1966.
shook a few hands. Their
Throughout his smooth visit
. Fe
nie President neatly blended a mixture of
expressions were mostly selfin good huil}or, showing no strain f
official business with· social and political
. _£onscious.
e~perience la~t week in Sacram
. '

Proud

for St.

ds

.

1\

I ,

lL

was received enthusiaStically by tbe largest
black church denomination in the eountry.

St. Louis did Itself pro

well as security.
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By SHEILA RULE
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff

About 7000 receptive Baptists sang several choruses of
"He's Got the Whole World in
His Hands" after President
Gerald R. Ford delivered a
speech at the annual meeting
of'the National Baptist Convention USA here Friday.
In view of Mr. Ford's enthusiastic reception, the
choice seemed appropriate · particularly the stanza, "He's
· got you and me, brother ... "
Members of the conservative convention, the country's
largest black religious organization heard Mr. Ford's conciliatory message to blacks in
Kiel Auditorium.
The largely middle-aged
audience p_u nctuated the ISminute speech
49 rounds
of vigorous appt use. And
when the applause died, there
wa·s a crescendo of praise for
the President from many convention delegates. • ... . .
· :.1v:;t ~~; t:;Q~i;.; Guu uuil..ia•="
tntervtewea satd that they
were buoyed by the President's speech. It was sort of a
mini-lesson in black history
promising that economic and
social equality would "~e
come a reality," but offenng
no concrete solutions.
The watchword after the
speecb seemed to be "beautiful."
"I think the speech was
. very beautiful," said Mrs.
Olive Brandon, a delegat.e
from Dayton, 0. "I ~bought tt
was simply beautiful
ati

throughout the comments of
others. Delegates were only
minimally divided over

whether Mr. Ford should
have outlined a plan to stamp
out injustices. The Rev. Louis
H. Wade of White Plains,
N.Y., was in the minority. He
said that the President made
a timely, "beautiful" speech,
but ... "
"Yes, there's a but. I think
he should have made some
commitment to us. He did
promise to work for everyone,
every American, but he
moved over issues that actually confront us," the Rev.
Mr. Wade said.
"He congratulated us on
our political and other accomplishments but didn't say anything about what he's going to
do about poverty, housing,
school busing," he said.
The Rev. Timothy P. Mitchell said before Mr. Ford's
peech tha t h and other
delegates thought that "President Ford has not proposed,
advocated or presented any
legislation, so far, that woul.d
indicate anv sensitivity on h•s
p , t t·:- ih~ :!t!t-~!i ui' th ... poor
and oppressed of this nation."
The Rev. Mr. Mitchell said
·that he was concerned with
comments of Mr. Ford'-s advisers that the nation's economic problems harmed
mainly "stock brokers."
"We who are supported by
poor people, live with poor
people . . . know that the
persons who are being hurt
economically the most . . .
are not the stock brokers but
the poor," the Rev. Mr.
Mitchell said. ·
But no m ster Jan or
m
id

"We could read into his
message that he is going to do
all he can to help in the field
of education and employment" said the Rev. Mr.
Jemi~on, who lives in Baton
Rouge, 'La. "He gave us what
we needed and wanted to
hear. He said he was for
quality education for eve~y
child and 1 think he wtll
enforce laws related -to that
·and to other aspects of life."
The Rev. B. D. Lambert of
Mobile, Ala., agree~. The tone
of Mr. Ford's speech "showed
us that he's with us - and
that's the most important
point," said the Rev. Mr.
Lambert in a gravelly, Sunday morning-sermon delivery.
"He's 'the only white man I've
heard speaking to blacks who
didn't call us his brothers and •
sisters in Christ. He simply
called us his brothers and
sisters.
"And that's great because •
if I'm somebody's brother I
want to be his brother all the
way, not just in Christ. I want
to be his brother in jail where
injustices are going on and in
banks where loans are handed
out. Don't confine brotherhood to Christ. President
Ford didn't," the minister
said.
'
And why should the President make promises he may
be unable to keep, said the
R
Ulyce55 T""Vt t~ t:f T:.:;~~:
kana, Tex. Mr. Ford apparently appealed to the Rev.
Mr. Forte because his speech
was void of firm stands.
Mrs. Lona Brooks, a delegate who lives in St. Louis,
dabbed her eyes after Mr.
Ford left the auditorium. She
and a small group of friends
said they were "somewhat
overcome," by the President's remark.
"He just said so much
about all our great· people,
like Booker T. Washington,
Martin Luther Kin ' lou
')

log the Rev. T." J. Jemison,
general secretary of the organization.

She adjusted her sequined hat
and continued.
"And when everybody sang
the Star-Spangled Banner, I
thought it was wonderful."
A veteran White mse correspondent noted that it had
been several years since he
last had heard an aur!i
of
a President sing the national
anthem :~s enthll<:i!lstica!Iy a:;
tiJt:: ~~:: ·:c:-;~iVii Uciegaies it(;td.
"I guess we just really felt
it," Mrs. Brooks said.
But there was at least one
maverick in the ·crowd. Marian McClendon was walking
alone, her hands dug deep
into the pockets of her trench
coat, when she was asked for
her impression of Ford.
"Personally, I never cared
for the man," said the 20year-old delegate from Cleveland. "I think he was just
ll:ying to sell folks on himself.
He was trying to sell a product- himself.
b

jUb,'

~---- ------------~--------~-----------
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PROGRAM

8:30A.M.

8:57A.M.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
Clarence Barksdale, President
St. Louis Regional Com.merce
and Growth Association
William J. Baroody, Jr.
Assistant to the President
Stanley S. Scott, Jr., Minority Affairs

9:00 A.M.

'THE FEDERAL ROLE IN EDUCATION
Remarks /Questions and Answers
David Mathews

9:55 A.M.

INTERMISSION

10:05 A.M.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND SOCIETY
Remarks /Questions and Answers
Richard L. Thornburgh
Richard D. Parsons

11 :05 A.M.

INTERMISSION

11:20 A.M.

THE BUDGET AND GOVERNMENT REGULATION
Remarks/Questions and Answers
James T. Lynn
Roderick M. Hills

12:20 P.M.

RECEPTION AND LUNCHEON
(North Foyer and Ballroom)
Luncheon Program:
Moderator - Florence McGiffin
President, Missouri Federation of Women's Chcbs
St. Louis University
Address "The State of the Economy"
Remarks /Questions and Answers
L. William Seidman

2:00P.M.

INTERMISSION

2:10 P.M.

THE ENVIRONMENT
Remarks /Questions and Answers
Russell E. Train

(Reconvene South Ballroom)

--

e

I

';_

Mi scellane ou s
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(cont.)

2:55 P.M.

ENERGY
Remarks /Questions and Answers
Frank G. Zarb

4:00 P.M.

INTRODUCTION OF THE PRESIDENT
Christopher S. Bond, Governor of Missouri
ADDRESS AND QUESTION AND ANSWERS
BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

Program Moderator and Conference Chairman
William J. Baroody, Jr.
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SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS

Advertising Club of Greater St. Louis
Arts & Education Council of Greater St. Louis
Associated Industries of Missouri
Higher Education Coordinating Council of Metropolitan St. Louis
Missouri American Revolution Bicentennial Commission
The Missouri Bar
Missouri Federation of Women's Club
Missouri Press Association
Missouri State Medical ~",s s ociation
Regional Forum -- East- West Gateway
Coordinating Council
St. LouisO.I.C.
St. Louis Police Officers Association
St. Louis Regional Commerce and Growth Association
Sie~ra Club -- Ozark Chapter
Urban League of St. Louis
Vocational Industrial Clubs of America -- Missouri Chapter
Women's Crusade Against Crime
World Trade Club of St. Louis

.,...

c. .r

--
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ADMINISTRATION PARTICIPANTS

GERALD R. FORD
President of the United States

David Mathew.s
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare

Jam.es T. Lynn
Director, Office of Management and Budget

L. William Seidman
Assistant to the President for Economic Affairs

Frank G, Zarb
Adtninistrator, Federal Energy Administration

Russell E. Train
Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency

William J. Baroody, Jr.
Assistant to the President for Public Liaison

Roderick M. Hills
Counsel to the President

Richard L, Thornburgh
Assistant Attorney General, Department of Justice

Richard G. Parsons
Associate Director, Domestic Council

Stanley S, Scott
Special Assistant to the President for Minority Affairs
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COMMENTS

"I don't like the reaction I got from some of my friends
that this thing was political. I know President Ford is going
to run for office, but this conference did not smack of politics
in any way. 11 - - Mrs. James S. McClellan, Women Against Crim.e

-·-

">' •

"I thought the formal confe,rence v·as essentially a dogand-pony show. But there were more opportunities for
coralling some of the officials and sitting them down than I
had thought there would be. 11
Benjamin Senturia, Coalition
For The Environment

-·"I'm impressed with the quality of the people. We often
think of public officials as idiots, and these guys certainly
aren't idiots." -- Meade Summers, Jr., a lawyer

-·"We need a Secretary of Cities to shuttle back ancl forth
and keep his --.or her -- finger on the pulse of problems in
the urban areas." -- Mrs. Freddie Mae Brown, Health Center
Worker

"The conference helped me to appreciate the Presidency
again. I became disillusioned with the o~fice after the Watergate
scaridais. ri -- ·clarence C. Bar1-;:.sdale·: Head ~f the Regionat . ..
Comn-,erce Gr0\vt11 Association

