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responsibility for the fbrmﬁlation of necessary operational
plans, the assignment of individual agéncy or departmental

functions, and the direction of worldwide command, control

and communication functions in this area.

In order further to prepare for the management of mass
destruction terrorist crises, the President has directed the
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs to
form an interim planning working gro&p, and to appoint a
chairman thereof, to coordinate the research and planning
efforts needed to formulate policy guidelines and recommend
the development of the technical means to combat threats of
mass destruction. The working group is appointed for a one-
year term and is to be staffed as necessary on a short-term
detail basis from the addressee departments and agencies.
Its task is to develop recommendations and plans for the
longer-term operational responsibilities«df the NSC in mass
destruction crises by developing techniques and guidelines
for improving our capabilities to thwart the objectives of
possible mass destruction terrorists and to limit damage
caused by them should preventative measures prove ineffective.

The planning working group's responsibilities include
the development of threat assessment and management guidelines,
intelligence indicators, improved technical means for detec-
tion and warning, possible internationai arrangements to

combat terrorism, and disaster relief plans.
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It is expected that this group will work closely with
the NSC staff personnel concernéd with actual crisis manage-
ment in this area. The addressee_departments and agencies
are requested to cooperate fully with the chairman of the
interim planning working group and provide hiﬁ with the
necessary assistance to fulfill his task.

Upon completion of its tenure, the planning working
group w111 submi£-a report with a redommended program to

the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs

to cope with threats and acts of mass destruction terrorism.

cc: Secretary of Transportation
Secretary of the Treasury
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare
Director of Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator of Law Enforcement Assistance Administration
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