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WASHINGTON
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 27, 1975

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH

FROM: RUSS ROURKE K

I spoke with both Victor Fediey (Thurmond) and*lint Fuller (Helms)
re the Solzhenitsyn matter.

———
Neither seemed overly upset over the diplomatic turn-down routine
that I went through. Quite frankly, I get the very distinct impression
that matters may have gone sour on their end. I am confident, there-

fore, that there will be no adverse political reverberations to the NSC
negative recommendation.,

Senator Helms' A. A., Clint Fuller indicated some problems they were
and Wednesday, and indicated that Solzhenitsyn was cancelling out on
those appearances, which was a source of some concern and irritation to
Senator Helms. The fact that Fuller had indicated to us on Friday not
to continue pushing for the Solzhenitsyn meeting with the President, was
mentioned by phone to Senator Helms on Monday, who disavowed this
action by his aide and stated that it was done without his approval.

cc: BKendall
MFriedersdorf



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted
materials. Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to
these materials.





















THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 14, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: RUSS ROURKE

FROM: JACK [/

I think\a note should be added to the bottom of the m¥emo dated
June 2\, something to the effect:

Senator Helms'AA’c"d F“, ' indicated

some problems they were having in reference t Y

: . I . Oasr Toeh . & W *
Solzhenitsyn visits to North Carolina, and indicated that
Solzhenitsyn was cancelling out ef-plermed-Neonth-Casalina ot/ M

appearances, which was a source of some concern and
irritation to Senato elms, The fact that Fuller had

. 4. ’ . 1o

indicated to us on not to continue pushing for

the Solzhenitsyn meeting with the President, was mentioned
by phone to Senator Helms on Monday, who disavowed

this action by his aide and stated that it was done without
his approval.

ant the memo to show that we were advised by the staff to stop
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 30, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH
FROM: RUSS ROURKE‘&

SUBJECT: Telephone Conversatiogwwith Senator
Jesse Helms

Senator Helms expressed great concern over the rejection of the
request for the appointment for Alexander Solzhenitsyn. Senator
Helms said that ""Solzhenitsyn is a Christian, pro-American,
world famous author, who should be paid the common courtesy

of a 3=minute visit with the President. We have Communists .
running in-andeout of the White House every day, and we turn our
backs on a man like Solzhenitsyn, a symbol to the world,"

Senator Helms requested a 2=minute telephone call from the
President outlining the reasons for this rejection., It is Helms
feelings that the President would not agree to this decision and
that "it must have been an inaccurate judgment made on his

behalf, If the President cannot or will not call me, I would like

a letter, outlining the reasons for his refusal to see Solzhenitsyn."

Solzhenitsyn will be in Washington only today, Monday, June 30,

Telephone Numbers: Office: (919) 755-4630/4444
Home: (919) 828-6410
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 7, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH

FROM: RUSS ROURKE ,@

.“
Helms spoke only briefly about Solzhenitsyn. Specifically, he
indicated that he made a statement on the Floor of the Senate
(July 7) about '""the President's refusal to see Solzhenitsyn,"
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON |

June 26, 1975

JACK,

Bill Nicholson has just advised me that NSC

"'would not recommend'' a Solzhenitsyn meeting

with the President this coming Monday. Apparently,
NSC feels that this would be something of apinsult
to the Soviet Union in that Solzhenitsyn continues to
be a burr under the Soviet saddle.
indication how adamant NSC is in their position.

This matter must, of course, be acted on immediately.
I know you will want to consider the Thurmond/Helms,
et al., reaction to a directrequest for a Presidential

meeting for Solzhenitsyn.

Please advise.

K

RUSS

There is no



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 20, 1975

JACK,

I spoke with Clint Fuller (Executive Assistant in
Jesse Helms' Office) concerning the Solzhenitsyn
matter. Clint agreed to send us a letter, detailing
the purpose, dates, etc. of proposed visit.

)
I advised him that I had already run thl;s by
Brent Scowcroft and that NSC agreed to expedite
action on any request we might pass on,

Just to make sure no feelings were hurt, at my
request, Clint agreed to coordinate this effort with

Victor Fediey in Strom Thurmond's Office.

We need take no action then, until we receive

Helms' letter.

RUSS





































Presidency: News

N-7

NEWS

White House Receives Mail in Favor of
Solzhenitsyn Meeting

Secretary of State Kissinger was the advisor who con-
vinced the President not to meet Alexander Solzhenitsyn
fearing such a meeting would damage U.S.-Soviet relations,
Bob Schieffer (CBS) reported. Ron Nessen said Tuesday that
the White House has received 478 pieces of mail against the
President's action and no mail in favor of the action.

"White House spokesmen who said last week the President

did not have time to see the exiled author have said this
week they only meant the President didn't have time last week
but does have the time now, and would meet him if Solzhenitsyn
decides to do so. So far, Solzhenitsyn has not said what he
will do," Schieffer reported. -- AP, UPI, CBS (7/15/75)

White House Moving on Solzhenitgyn
by Fred Ba
(Excerpted from the Washington Star)

The White House, alarmed by the adverse reaction to
President Ford's refusal to see Russian author Alexander
Solzhenitsyn, is ardently trying to extinguish the political
flap caused by the affair. 1In the last four days, the White
House has made a special effort publicly and privately to
spread the word that the President is now willing to meet
with the novelist.

So far, no meeting has been arranged, and it remains
to be seen if one will be. But whatever happens, the White
House is eagenr“to assuage the critics of the President's
earlier decision against seeing Solzhenitsyn.

If a Ford-Solzhenitsyn meeting does occur, that would
help counter the criticism, and should no meeting come to
pass, the White House is seeking to make the point that Ford
has not snubbed the Russian exile.

Ron Nessen first explained July 1 to reporters that the
President was simply unable to fit Solzhenitsyn into his
schedule, even though he had found the time to meet with soccer
star Pele and various beauty queens. The next day, Nessen
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Presidency: News

N-8

made a further explanation. "For image reasons, the President

does like to have some substance in his meetings," he told

newsmen, adding that "it is not clear what he would gain by a

-meeting with Solzhenitsyn."

Some Presidential aides now concede that they misjudged
the impact of Ford's refusal to see Solzhenitsyn. They

did not begin to sense the political effect of the action until

a spate of unfavorable editorials, news stories and cartoons

began to appear. So a way to get the President out of the mess
was sought, and the press conference which Ford was scheduled
to hold on Saturday in Chicago was seized on. Ford, expecting at

least one newsman to ask about Solzhenitsyn, was prepared to
say that he would be pleased to see the novelist if he were

willing to come to the White House. However, nQ, one asked about
Solzhenitsyn at the press conference, and this was disconcerting

to the President and his aides. To rectify the situation, a
White House official called several wire service reporters

aside and leaked them the news that Ford had changed his mind.

But this was seen as insufficient by the White House. Thus,

Nessen announced several hours later on Saturday that Ford would

like to meet with Solzhenitsyn.

But this did not constitute an invitation to Solzhenitsyn,
and Sen. Jesse Helms noted this fact yesterday in a conversation
with an aide. To soothe critics like Helms, an invitation to

the Russian author may be what the White House will have to
offer. (7/15/75)
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Presidency: Comment

C-17

Mr. Solzhenitsyn and Detente
(Editorial condensed from the Courier-Journal)

The doubts that have persisted about Mr. Solzhenitsyn's
political philosophy were strengthened by his recent speeches.

On each occasion, the exiled Russian writer lashed out
at Western concepts of detente to lull the West into a false
sense of security.

But when he argues for an aggressive policy toward the
Soviet Union he is treading in dangerous waters. The slow
work of conciliation and persuasion promises to achieve more
in the long run than striking belligerent postures.

L)

Nevertheless, President Ford's decisign not to meet with
the Russian writer during his visit to Washington was ill-
advised. Mr. Ford could easily have made clear that he was
greeting Mr. Solzhenitsyn as a distinguished Nobel Prizewinner
rather than as a critic of the Soviet Union. 1In refusing,
he merely lends authority to the writer's political statements.

More importantly, the President's action was itself
contrary to the spirit of detente. For him to feel so con-
strained, in fact, suggests that there may be some truth in
what Mr, Solzhenitsyn is saying. Bending over backwards in
deference to presumed Soviet susceptibilities, particularly
over so harmless a matter as a White House invitation, is
not what detente is about. (7/13/75)




















