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August ZO, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR PHIL BUCHEN 

FROM; Jack Marsh Signed-:-- John 6:- Marsh, Jr. 

SUBJECT: Virginia Trust for Historic .~.,-eservatlon 

Please find attached a letter from Senator Byrd requestlng 
that Mr. Jay Johns of Charlottesville, Virginia be contacted regarding 
the preservation of President Ford's home in Alexandria. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and advise me 
lf I can be of ass lstance. 

cc: Senator Byrd 

Digitized from Box 28 of the John Marsh Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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GO!fF!DJ&N!IAfo. (PLEASE DO NOT DUPLICATE) 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Mra. Naocy Howe 
Special Aa•lataot to Mra. Ford 

Ill refereoce to your call from Jay John• coaceralaa the Alexaadrla 
realdence of the Prealdeat, 1 trled un•ucceadully to reach Mr. Johna 
but Howard err waa able to talk to hlm later. 

Mr. Johaa told Howard that he had beeD lo touch wlth Seutor Harry 
Byrd aad Seutor Byrd auaaeated he cootact me. 1 have koowo hlm 
for a oumber of year• aod he l• lotereated lo hlatorlcal preeervatloo 
aod ha• beeD aaaoclated wlth a number of hl1torlcal propertlea 
throuabout the atate lDcludlq the StoGewall Jack•oa home ln Lexlqtoa. 

He say• hla group recently acqulrecl the John L. Lewl• home lo AlexaDdrla. 
They would llke to reat the Ford dwelllq la Alex&Ddrla and make lt 
avallable for publlc ln•pectloa. Naturally, he would llke to have left lD 
the property •• much of the furalture of the Ford famlly as poaalble. 
1 underataDd they plaa OD charataa adml••lon whlch would be uaed to 
off• et the coet of malateuace aad reot. 

t thlDk a major factor lo aay declaloa Prealdent Ford aad hla famlly 
mlaht make wlll be the lmpact tbla would have on the oelahborboocl. 

You mlaht waot to dllcuaa thla wlth the famlly; however, lf the declaloo 
la oeaatlve, 1would urae a prompt reapoue to Mr. Johaa before the
propoaal &etl momeDtum. 

Jack Marah 
CouDaellor to the Prealdent 

cc:: The PrealdeDt 

JOM:ac: 
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 
Office of the Administrator of Veterans Affairs 

Washington. D. C. 20420 

SEPTEMBER 1 6 1974 

Honorable 
• rra 

Special Aasistan 
To the President 

White House 

Subject: Diapoai 

Grand Ba 

f r ld • ,Jr. 
, ion treet, 
, •ic igan , ,~ 

In Moveaber 1972, the VA acquir the su ct prop
erty by deed in lieu of forecloaure on a detaulted terans 
.Aclainistra "ion uara teed h011e loan. VA was no a 
this property wa President's f r hoae until 1 was 
featured in a •ichiaan news s~or • On the same the 
VA withdrew the property fro. t to assure the proper 
bandli&a of a property wnich ome historically siani-
.~.icant. 

The toric Preaervation Ac of Szecu-
tive r 11 require tha~ 1 agenci assure the 
proper preserva~ion of historic o under ir 
juris iction. Veterau i tra tion baa the .followina 
options: 

in ain 
1 leYela as 

ta y o In 

proper at 
ta liahed by 
iv • 

b. is of the property 
sale, transfer, or dona" in such 
aanner as o assure the proper iatoric 
preaer-.ation o proper • 

I t has been the policy 
historic 
iasion, to 

historic 

tiea not in 
ispoae of the ties 

vation guidelines. 

, in the case of 
the agency 

in accordance with 



The o ble 
C. llarra 

We would like to &ive irat conaidera any 
aociety or aroup the White Bouae ai&bt propoee to deaianate. 
If there 18 auch a &roup, pleaae iae ua ao tha we may 
iavi thea to aubait a propoaal for acquiaition and preaer-
vation the y bOOd Hoae. 

Altern& lvely we propoae to 1av1te the Mlehi&&n 
State Biatorical c and the Graad Bapida Biatorieal 
lociet7 to aubai their preaerva propoaala. 

2 

L. lUDBBUBH 
Act.iniatrator 




