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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 16, 1976

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH

FROM: RUSS ROURKEM

Jack, re the attached, Brad Patterson
has just advised me that his recollec-
tion was inaccurate on Hispanic Weekgp
That proclamation was preceeded by

by favorable Congression action.

FYI, Brad is of the view that the
Native American Awareness Week is not
a critical item in terms of the Indian
vote. He believes that our system of
requiring a prior favorable Congressional
action is a sound one. "If you really
want to help American Indians and gain
some political advantage", Brad says,
"the President should sign S. 522, the
Indian Health bill". S. 522 is now

an enrolled bill and should be acted
upon by the President in the very near
future.

Lol



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 15, 1976

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH

FROM: RUSS ROURKE V

Jack, as you may recall, when Ted Marrs left, it was
decided to shift the responsibility for Indian Affairs
at the White House from someone in the Baroo¥y opera-
tion (Milt Mitler) to Brad Patterson.

After checking with Patterson, he had not really been

pulled into the "Native American Awareness Week" procla-
mation dispute. It has been White House practice, as

you know, to reject proclamation requests, unless the Congress
has acted favorably first. It is Patterson's recollec-

tion, however, that we broke this practice in connection

with the Hispanic proclamation. (He is checking this,

and will advise.)

FYI, proclamation expert in OMB is Ron Kienlen.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON /
September 13, 1976 \r}M Q .

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH

THRU: MAX FRIEDERSDORF

FROM: CHARLES LEPPERT, JR. @(
SUBJECT: Proclamatipgp: "Native

American Awareness Week"

Mr. Jerry Elliott, Chairman of the Native American Week Group
and an employee of NASA, called to ask the White House to
issue a proclamation declaring the week of October 10 - 16,
1976, as "Native American Awareness Week".

Elliott stated that Democrats in Congress were refusing to
pass the resolution proclaiming "Native American Awareness
Week" introduced by Representatives Rhodes and Risenhoover.
The reason stated was that the Democrats feel the proclamation
would be too close to the election and therefore the President
would benefit from the issuance of the proclamation and to the
disadvantage of Carter.

Elliott states that the American Indian community should not
suffer the brunt of Democrat politics on this matter. The
Indian community has worked on this for over a year and since
it has not happened in 200 years, it would be most appropriate
for our Bicentennial year. Elliott says Ted Marrs indicated
favorable White House consideration and suggests that the
President go ahead and issue the proclamation without Congres-
sional action and take the full credit for doing so with the
American Indian community.

Elliott also says that a number of states have already issued
such proclamations and the Indian community is planning nation-
wide TV coverage for the events and celebrations planned by the
Indian community the week of October 11 - 16.



Elliott strongly recommends the President issue a proclama-
tion as an expression of good faith with the American Indian
community.

Can we issue such a proclamation? I need to get back to
Elliott with a yes or no answer. Attached is some documen-
tation supplied by the National Congress of American Indians
at Elliott's request.



NATIONAL
. SEP 13197
CONGRESS b

OF SUITE 700, 1430 K STREET, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 (202} 347-9520
.l""lANS. S8eptember 13, 1976

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT

Mel Tonasket

Coiville Mr, Charles Leppert:

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Veronica Murdock I trust everything is in order. If I can be
Mohave

TREASURER

Ray Goetting

Caddo

RECORDING SECRETARY

Ramona Bennett
Puyallup

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Charles Trimble
Oglala Sioux

AREA VICE PRESIDENTS

ABERDEEN AREA

Joe Chase
Mandan

ALASKA AREA P

g‘;;“t“ Jackson Ms, Gwendalyn Packard
9e National Congress of

ANADARKO AREA . ;
) American Indians
Juanita Ahtone

Kiowa

BILLINGS AREA
Ray Spang
Northern Cheyenne
GALLUP AREA

Victor Sarracino
Laguna

MINNEAPOLIS AREA

Stanley Webster
Oneida

MUSKOGEE AREA
Katharine Whitehorn
Osage

PHOENIX AREA
Irene Cuych

Ute

PORTLAND AREA
Roger Jim

Yakima
SACRAMENTO AREA
Rachel Nabahe
Shoshone/Paiute
SOUTHEAST AREA
Jonathan Ed Taylor
Cherokee

of further assistance, please feel free to contact me.

e

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

































TED RISENHOOVER COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS

2D DisTRICT, OXLAHOMA > AND TRANSPORTATION
R , oo Beveren
e Congress of the Tnited States  Atotlilor
1407 LONGWORTH BUILDING
o 22w Bouse of Representatives INTERION S A AreATRS
DieTmer omers Washington, DL, 20515 s T oMMTTRES:
FEDERAL BUILDING, RooM 102 INDIAN Arrains
Musxoc:::,s;):;_:;:: 74401 J une 3 , ] 9 7 6 WATER AND Powen RESOURCES
SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING
BILL WILLIS SURCOMMITTEES:
109 EAST DELAWARE FEDERAL, STATE AND COMMUNITY
TAHLEQUAH, OKLAHOMA 74484 SERVICES
(918) 456-0891
Dear Colleague: oA

Congressman Rhodes and I have introduced H.J. Res. 958,
which would designate October 10-16 as Native American
Week. We believe this would be a fitting tribute and
suitable recognition of the rich history and the chal-
lenging future of American Indians.

In a short while, I plan to reintroduce the legislation
which requires 218 co-sponsors. If you are interested
in joining in the resolution, please call Kevin Jordan
at X52701.

Sincerely,

T Risenhoover, M.C.

TR:Csb
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