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THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

· Summary of the NSC Meeting 

WASHINGTON 

May 13, 1975 

PHIL BUCH¥Jh 

JACK MAR 

At the NSC Meeting there was a discussion of the seizure of the American 
ship which has not been taken into port on the mainland but is being held 
at an off-shore island approximately 30 miles at sea. She has one anchor 
down and one anchor up with some heat from the boiler and it is improbable 
that the Cambodians can sail her. She has one tug and one high speed motor 
beside her. 

Some people, probably crew members, have been taken off and moved to the 
island. · It is believed that probably some crew members remain on the ship 
which is being kept under Air Force surveillance. 

The President was advised by General Jones that orders had been issued not 
to allow the ship to move to port and to take such steps to prevent that short 
of sinking her . 

Anticipated Actions are: 

1. nearby air passes to frighten. 

2. damage by gunfire to the controls at the stem. 

3 . if. _taken in tow, attack the tug . 

At about 11:30 a.m., the President issued instructions t.h.at U.S. forces would 
interdict all craft moving to and from the island immediately in order to 
Erevent the Americans from being taken to the mainland. General Jones 
indicated they would try to use search lights and flares from P-3 aircraft to 
identify boat targets for the purpose of avoiding attack on small craft carrying 
Americans . 
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The following actions are beir..g· ccmternplated (Washir..gt:::r'. :ime) 

.1.. 
. ~ 
..-... L 7: 00 p . m. t.'-lis ever.ing 

on the sh!.p . 
t.'-lere co'.lld be 2.SS3.'..:.lt by U.S. 

2. At 6 a.~. Wednesday morning, the destroyer EOLT \VEl arrive on tne 
seen~ ar:.c be able to pl'"event moverr..er..t of t.~:= vessel ?.S '.vell as augmr::r..! 
t.!:.e ~.:!a.:·~~~5 :~ ~~e as::;1.u.lt ta:~cs plac=. 

3. At 7: 00 p .n:: Wednesday it is anticipated that i: t..'1.e crewmen have not 
been returned or the ship has not been returned, t.l,e landing forces 
of l,Oo·:J ~Iarines will assault the island to free the Americans. 

ADDITIONAL I.l\l'FOR~vlA. TION 

4. ThursC. .. ;; , 3:00a.m. the U.S. CORAL SEA should arrive on the scene. 

... 
:::>. Friday, 4:00a.m., the U.S. HANCOCK should arrive on the scene . 

All of the above times are estimated Eastern Daylight Sa\rings Time, Washington, 
D.C. 

It is admitted t::.at Car:J.bodia can and may sink the vessel at any time. 
n1.!mber of Americans on the ship or on the island. is uncertain. 

The 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - -

The meeting aCj:mrned to be recalled shortly this same day for the purpose of 
deciding upon options to pursue. At the present time, the most immediate action 
is a helicopter assault at 7: 00 p.m. this evening which is considered to be a high 
risk operation inasmuch as the containers on the deck are not believed to be 

... .. -- .. . .. .. . . . . . -. ·--- ..... --. -· --
su£...-"iciently strong to sup. port a helicopter landina. . 

~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . 
The landing will be achie-v·ed by-~ 

t· .. . ~-~I..~-· •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
rappelling forces from the helicopter. 

.. ... ._ 
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~e Jjouse ~uide Lines, -b. 24, 1983 

~ q,H? NA~-Date 4Jy 14 
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TALKI~JG POiNTS FOR COI..;GRSSSIONAL NOTIFIC/~ ::'tON 

· I am calling to i.:1£o :en you, on a classified basis, of certain 

deveioom.-!nts , ... ,ith res::ard to the seizure of an ..A.inerican merchant 
4 ~ 

vessel by Cambodian naval vessels off the coast of Can::1bodia yesterday. 

The United States has demanded t..'Le immediate release of tb..e ship and 

its crew·. There has been no Cambodian response to this dema;:J.d. 

As a precautionary measure, the President has ordered the 

-u.s. military forces to take certain actions: 

to ·prevent the American seamen from being trans-

.ferred from the vessel or the nearby island to the Cambodian. 

mainland, ·placing their lives in jeopardy and restricting au.:-

ability tC? rescue them. 

-~ to prevent reinforcement ~rom the Mainland of th:e 

Cambodian forces detaining the American vessel and crew •.. 

With these obj~ctives in mind, the P:-esident has directed that 

U.S. aircraft should attempt to ·stop the movement of Cambodian boats 

directed to use the min.imu.m force req,~ired to achieve these 

objectives. 

FYI. .You. may d.ra';r' on~ but -.:.ot gv be·,-ond, . the attached fact sheet in.. 
an.sweri:J.g qt:estion.s on tb.is subJect. 



o£ the r_;_ S. Merchant Ship Seized 

The S. S. ~v~c.yaguez, seized by Ca:;:-n'.Jodian C:J~::rr.~:::tist torces, .Ma~r 2. 

is now abou': 20 miles ou:side the port of Kompon;; So.::n~ ju.st north o£ Kv::.-: 

that most or all of its crew has been transferred to the island. The 

ship is being kep;; under surveillance Qj! U.S. reconn.aissa.c.ce aircraft. 

As a precautionary measure, several U.S. Navy combat vessels 

have been ordered to proceed to the general area o£ Koh Tang Island. 

The U.S. has requested t.h..at p}l_l'lom Penh authorities have the ship 

released immediately. \Ye have, so far, received no reply. 

· An NSC rneeting was convened this morning • 

. · 
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.BY fti~B-.NARA;-oate $q4i 

DISCUSSION PAPER 

As a follow-up to our telephone call to you last night concerning the 

seizure of an American vessel in the Gulf of Thailand, I want to provide 

you in advance and on a private basis the following information which will 

be announced by the Department of Defense shortly after.~~~ 

Beginning at 8: 30 p.m. EDT yesterday, there were indications 
that the Cambodians appeared to be attempting to move U. S. captive 
ct·ewmen from the ship to the mainlar1d. After giving warning and 
taking precautions to avoid injury to Americans, U.S. aircraft began 
efforts to block this movement. Three Cambodian patrol craft were 
destroyed and four others were damaged and immobilized. One boat 
succeeded in reaching Kompong Sorn, possibly with some U.S . . captives 
aboard. 

The MAY AGUEZ is still ancl?-ored off Koh Tar; Island. The first 

U.S. Navy surf~ce vessel, the destroyer escort HOLT, arrived in the 

• 
area this morning. In the meantime, a Swedish refrigerator cargo ship, 

the MS HIRADO, was reportedly attacked by a patrol boat off Panjang 

Island, which is also claimed by Cambodia. Radio contact has been lost 

and the fate of this ship is unknown. 
/0: J. 

The NSC held a second meeting yesterday at ~p.m. EDT and 

will meet again today. We will keep you informed. 
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MEl\.fORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Lay 13, 1975 

He:no to 1'/f.?.x Friedersdorf 

Subject Uotification of action regardi.l'1g S .s. Hayaguez 

SENATOR TJJ1E PLACE 

Mansfield 5:55 office 

Case 6:00 Office 

Byrd • (H. Va.) 6:10 ho:ne 

Scott (Pa) 6:15 home 

Young 6:30 home 

Stennis 6:35 Press 
Club 

Griffin 6:05 Office 

1hurmond 6:08 OffL~e 

Snt~kman 6:30 Home 

HcClellan 7:20 Home 

STAFF 

\1TK 

V.lK 

~·IK, for POD 

HK 

VTK 

lrJ'K 

POD 

POD 

POD 

POD 

COI'IrENT 

0. K., thanks for calling. 

Pleased to have information. Asked 
if crevr · members were on ship or 
islar~. Appreciated call. 

Good initial steps. Thinks President 
should give them deadline ani then 
go in and get them. 

Tb.atJ.s good. Keep me informed. 

Goodo Are He sure cre1.f is on either 
island or ship? 

Senator approves of steps . 11Jill 
back President all the way. 

Thank you. \'lhat arG Chinese doing? 
Keep :ne advised . 

Tney a,re testlng us. President n'1st 
be firm. Public ui 11 back him 100% ~ 

Thank you. Sure is a sticky situation. 
I hear the boat is no1r1 moving. 

I support the ~resrdentts actim1s. 
\ve nrust be tough vri th these people 
and rAsort to bombing if neccssar,r. 



Senate 

1. S James Buckley 

2. S Bill Brock 

3. S James Abourezk 

4. S James B. Allen 

r.hs;s} lete V Domenici 

{ ~ S Barry ~oldwater 

7. s Hiram L. Fong 

8. S Lawton Chiles 

9. S J. Bennett J ohri ston 

MAY 1 cl 1975 

President 1 s mail -May 12, 1975 

Strongly urges that the 11rea~ssment of U. ·S. -Israeli 
relations 11 take into accounVthe necessity of providing 
larger than average inverylories of military equip
ment, spare parts, coll)'6at consumables (particularly 
ammunition) and up-tJ'date aircraft, surface-to
surface missiles, ar, related materiel necessary 
to meet the militarjr threat posed to Israel's survival. 

/ 
/ 

11I hope you willjoin us at a luncheon sponsored by 
the National In/est in America Council in the Senate 
Caucus RoorrJ' at 12:15 p.m.( on June 4) to honor 
Secretary s· on; the Chairman of the Board of 
Koppers I ustries Fletcher Byrom; and Columnist 
James J. ilpatrick, with the Counci!ls Eagle Awards. 11 

ends that George Jessel be awarded the 
dential Medal of Freedom. 

Urges the President to call the White House Conference 
on Library and Information Sciences as soon as 
possible. 

Asks for an autographed photograph for Steve 
todda 

Sends the President a copy of the speech the. t he 
p r esented to the Senate on May 8, titled 1 'Ha?.ards 
to Public Safety of War Powers Resolution 

ts o£ Congress. 11 

Recommends that Dr. Donald D. Johnson be appointed 
to the National Commission on Technological Uses 
of Copyrighted Works. 

Hopes the President will accept invitation to be 
Commencement speaker for the Jacksonville 
University in Augus~ 1975, . April 1976, or August 1976. 

Sends the President, taken at the Washington Mardi 
Gras Ball, photographs as reminders of the First 
Family's gracious participation in the festivities. 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

House 

Clair Burgener 

Don Young 

Charles Bennett 

Jim Santini 

Paul Findley 

The Maryland 
Congressional 
Delegation 

Trent Lott 

George Maben 

Garner Shriver 

President's mail - May 12, 1975 

Expresses appreciati on for the courtesy and 
attention the President extended to the delega tion 
representing the Republican Study Committee · 
at the meeting on April 30. Forwards a summary 
of H. R. 5133, "National Welfa r e Reform A ct of 
1975, '' which he and 69 others have cosponsored. 
Asks that it be ca r efully reviewed. 

Forwards photograph to be. autographed for 
Nick Camicia. 

Asks that the President send birthday message to 
James H. Johns. 

Encloses photograph taken during the return flight 
from Las Vegas and asks that the President and 
Secretary Kissinger autograph it. 

Supports invitation to the President to address the 
34th annual meeting of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives in Springfield, Illinois. on 
Sept 10. 

Support the invitation of the Isaak Walton League 
of the U. S. to address their National Convention 
to be held in Baltim ore between July 14 and July 17. 

Recommends that 'Joseph H. Torrence be appointed 
as Assistant Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop
ment. 

Recommends that Frank E. Denholm be appo inted 
to the U~ S. Court of Milita r y Appeals. 

Greatly appreciated the President's wire while he 
was hospitalized in Hawaii; was also honored by 
the President's phone call on May 7; went h ome 
on May 8. 



House .- page 2 

10. Thos. Downing 

11. Philip Ruppe 

12. John Dingell 

13. Bill Nichols 

14. Charles Bennett 

15. Charles Bennett 

16. Carroll Hubbard 

1 7. Augustus Hawkins 

18. W. R. Poage 

19. James Collins 

President's mail -May 12, 1975 

Concerned about the serious plight of private 
shipyards having naval construction contracts-
particularly the Newport News Shipbuilding and 
Dry Dock Company. Says that the Shipyard refuses 
to bid on any further naval contracts unless it has 
a 50-50 chance of making a profit, since it ~ .s 
sustained a loss on nearly all of its recent contracts; 
encloses copy of a report by the Seapower Sub-

. committee on the House Comte on Armed Services 
on the "Current Status of Shipyards. 11 

Urges the President to sign H. R. 25, the Surface 
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1975. 

Asks that the President call the White House Conference 
on Library and Information Services as soon as 
possible. 

In behalf of a constituent, urges the President to 
call the White House Conference on Library and 
Information Services as soon as possible. 

Asks that Presidential birthday greetings be sent to 
Mrs. Gracie Mae Whitman. 

Asks that Presidential birthday greetings be sent to 
Clarence E. Wetty • . .. 
Recommends that C. V. Cooper be appointed to the 
Advisory Committee of the White House Conference 
on Library and Information Services. 

Asks that Presidential birthday greetings be sent to 
Mrs. Pearl Williams. 

Recommends that Frank E. Denholm· be appointed 
to the U •. S. Court of Military Appea~s . 

Asks that the President autograph a photograph for 
Mrs. Ray Nasher. 



20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

House - page 3 

Edith Green 
(former MC) 

Norman Y. Min eta 

Charles Bennett 

Tennyson Guyer 

Bryan_ Dorn 
(former-MC) 

President's mail - May 12,1975 

Requests that her name be withdrawn from Board 
of Legal Services Corporation. 

Sends copy of his letter to the Chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Interior a nd Insular Affairs 
listing his objections to Governor Hathaway's 
nomination a s Secretary o£ Interior. 

Requests that Presidential birthday greetings be 
sent to Allen T. Wilford. 

Urges the President to request the non-Conunun.U;t 
member nations of the United Nations to join us 
ill ope nin g their doors and their hearts to the 
refugees from South Vietnam. Feels that this act 
of char ity also holds mutual benefits. Just as these 
people need new homes and new starts in life, the 
sponsoring countries in turn may receive ~he fruits 
of their skills, professional services, technical 
and economic expertise. 

Thanks President for "Your splendid telegram to 
banquet on April 14 ..• " 

. . 
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U iJLBYLZYYV 
iCA~BOOIAN fORCES 360 

I' ""'.I"\ I' - 1U ('!-...,. ""'lf ~ 1"\ 0 ) c i;H1.:JttirHIPJn J,tf, - fUiBOOIR HAS VIRTUALLY MO A!R 

TINY NAVY HITH HHlCH TO OPPGS£ ANY U.S. MILITARY 
FORCE. AND ONLY A 
EFFORt TO RETAKE OR 

OESTROY THE CAPTURED MERCHANT SHIP MAYAGUEZJ PENTAGON OFFICIALS SAID 
TODAY. 

PILOTS LOYAL TO THE OUSTED CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT FLEW MOST OF THE 
U.S.-PROVIDED AIR FORCE INTO THAILAND AS THE ¥.HH£R RouGE WER~ - TRKING 
PHNOM PENH IN MPRIL. 

fi TOTAL OF i0i. CAMBODIAN AIR FORCE CRAFT' INCLUDING MORE THAN SO T23 
PROPELLOR-DRIVEN GROUND ATTACK PLftNESJ ARE IN U.S. HANDS IN THAILAMh. 

WHATEVER H ILITARY AIRCRAFT ARE LEFT. H" CMtBQO IA ARE BEL IEV£0 TO BE 
MOSTLY UNFLYABLE. HHONG OTHER THINGS' PENTAGON OFFICIALS SAID THE NEW 
REGIME PROBABLY HAS FEW' IF ANY~ PILOTS. 

NT BEST' CAMBODIA'S AIR FORCE WOULD NOT HAVE - BEEN A MATCH FGR THE 
ROUGHLY 26u POWERFUL U.S. FIGHTERS AND BOMBERS BASED IN THAILAND' AND 
90 OTHERS ABOARD THE U.S~ NRVY CARRIER CoRAL SEAJ WHICH IS BOUND FOR -
THE CRISIS SCENE IN THE GULF OF TH~ILANO. 

RT SEAJ TH£ CAM~OOIAN NAVY IS CO~POSED OF A COLLECTION OF SOME 20 
SEAGOING CRAFTf MOST OF THEM PATROL BOATSJ GUNBOATS AND A FEW TORPEDO 
BOATS. 

KLTHGUGH IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT SUCH CRAFT MIGHT INFLICT SOME MINOR 
OAMAGEf THE MOST LI~ELY RESULT OF ANY KIND OF R NAVAL CLASH WITH 
AIRCRAFT AND SURFACE WHRSHI.PS OF TH£ 7TH FLEET WOULD SE o·ISRSTER FOR 

THE CAMBODIANS. 
THE UNITED STATES. HAS NO GROUND TROOPS IN THAILAND EXCEPT THE SMALL 

FG RCE OF MARINES SENT IN TO PREPARE FOR POSSIBLE MILITARY ACTION TO 
GET THE U.S. MERCHANT SHIP BACK FROH THE CAMBODIANS. THE 23,000 U.S. 
MILITARY MEN IN iHAILAHD AR£f FOR THE MOST PARTJ SUPPORTING U.S. AIR . 
POWER IN THE COUNTRY. 

HoWEVERJ DESPITE THAILAND'S WRRNIMGSJ NOBODY IN THE PENTAGON EXPECTS 
THE THAIS TO - LAUNCH ANY MILtTARY ACTION WITH THE~R i3UJU0U-MAN ARMY 
AGAINST U.S. BASES THERE. 

THE THAI AIR FORCE. TOTALS MORE THAN lUU COMBAT PLANES BUT THE MGST 
POTENT ARE F5 INT-ERNATIONAL FIGHTERSJ NO MATCH FOR THE arG· U.S. f4 
PH ANTOMS AND OTHER COMBAT PLANES IN THAILAND. 
~ ~ 

IHAILAHO HAS A BIGGER NAVY THAN ~AMBCO!RJ INCLUDING SEVEN FRIGATES' 
BUT IT WOULD NOT CONTEST THE PO~ER OF THE U.S. 7TH FLEET. 
i125AED 05-14 

'~ I -.. ·. 
- ~ .~· : .... -
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I __...;- ./ 1 4 1Q7t; l <S- k reef l (..) 'f,.,Y4resldent~ Uj;Jlay~S 
~f- v f (j ) p~ (1.-J ., Df'~~ 

M. Caldwell Butler 
Thos. Downing 
William W. 1 ler 
R obert •ui e l 
J. Kenneth Ro bin on 
W. C. Daniel 
David Satterfield 

Larry Pressler 

Dan Daniel 

Spark Matsunaga 

Carl Perkins 

Spark Matsunaga 

Harley Staggers 

Charles Bennett 

''You have my ful~uf>.no .... !...£j,~J._nyla t ' o n under 
War Po.wers Act e~nediate safe return 
of t he MA YA GUE ,_., the crew and cargo. 11 

Urge the Preside.c.t to v eto H. R. 25, the Surface 
.M i n ing Contr ol a n d Re l amation Act of 1975. 

Continues to believe that passage of the Emergency 
Farm Assi~ta.nce Bill will be in the best interest 
of American agriculture; feels that the F a rm Belt 
Republican Congressmen will have a difficult time 
aligning themselves with a 1976 national GOP ticket 
which produced a major .farm veto. 

IIopes t.b.at if the Presid.e.nt vetoe s the Emergency 
Farm Bill that considerafun will be given without 
del-.y to the question of a<hni.nistrative relie£ for 
the milk producers. 

Suggests that George Jessel receive the Presidential 
M e dal of F reedom award. 

Recommends that Eugene E. Siler, Jr .. be appointed 
as U.S. District Judge for Eastern Kentucky. 

Urges the President to accept invitation to serve as 
keynote speaker at the dedication ceremonies early 
this summer of the new national h eadquarters of the · 
Japanese American Citizens League in S. F. 

Expresse s gratitude to the President for t a k ing the 
time to meet with the West Virginia Strawberry 
Queen and her party last Friday. 

Asks that birthday greetings be sent to Mrs. Ethel 
Ada ms and Tryphe na H olloway. 



House - page 2 

1 o. John B. Conlan 

11. Walter Fauntroy 

12. Edward Koch 

13. Albert Qui~ 

14. John McFall 

15. · John E. Moss 

16. The Speaker 

17. L.A. Bafalis 

18. Charles Bennett 

President's mail- May 13,1975 

Sends the President a copy of his letter to the 
Romanian Ambassador expressing concern about 
reports of suppression of religious liberty in 
Romania and asking whether reports are true. 

Asks that the President pardon William B. Ellerbe 
who is seeking to have his dishonorable Army 
discharge of Nov 3, 1954, set aside. 

Believes that when a regime is as repressive as that 
of South Korea, we must either take the necessary 
diplomatic action to end that repression or end the 
flow of our money and troops now supporting it; asks 
for the President's comments on this matter. 

Understands that the President has been invited to 
join an extremely large gathering of Swedes when 
Svenskarnas Day is celebrated in Minneapolis; it 
would be a great thrill for many Minnesotans to hear 
from the President at that time; also, the Republican 
Party of Minnesota would be most anxious to hold 
a fund-raising event at that time. 

Recommends that Fra..uk E. Denholm. be appointed 
to the U.S. Cou ·t of Military Appeals. 

Endorses Nicholas B. Clinch for appointment as 
Director of the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation in 
the Department of the Interior. 

Acknowledges receipt of the President's May 9 letter 
transmitting a justification for Presidential deter
mination to permit security assistance to Spain. 

Recommends that Judge Peter T. Fay be appointed 
to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Asks that Presidential birthday greetings be sent to 
Mrs. H. G. Cowart. 



. . 
Senate 

I. S Thos. Mcintyre 

2. s Howard Baker 

3. s Henry Jackson 

4. S John Stennis 

5. S ':ted Stevens 

6. S Robt Morgan 

7. S Barry Goldwater 

8. S Mark Hatfield 

President's mail -May 13, 1975 

On behalf of Seniors' Place in Nashua, N.H.~ 
extends an open invitation to the President 
to include this facility on his itinerary during 
any future trip he might take to the State. 

In behalf of the Union University (near Jackson, 
Tennessee), extends an invitation to the President 
to attend the dedication ceremo.nies of the new 
campus, during the week of Sept 15. 

Urges the President to approve H. R. 25; believes 
that the bill achieves a balance between the need to 
protect the environment and the need to develop 
our coal reserves to meet our national energy 
requirements. 

Recommends that John H. Holloman, III, be appointed 
to the FPC. 

Recommends that Abbott Washburn be reappointed 
to the FCC. 

Strongly urges that whatever action that is necessa•y 
be taken to recover the American ahip which was 
sei-ed by a Cambodian naval vessel. Does not 
believe that the moral fibre of this country can. stand 
another Pueblo incident and also does not believe 
that our allies will continue to have any respect 
for us if we permit such incidents to continue. 

Conveys the interest of Bob Franklin of the Phoenix 
Lodge of the Elks in the President doing an eight 
minute tape for them for F1ag Day. 

Thought that it would interest the President to know 
that he has discovered a source for copies of "Portrait 
of an Assassin. 11 It is Second Story Books, located 
at 5016 Connecticut Avenue, N. W. These are mint 
copies, and supply is limited. 



House - page 4 

26. Bud Shuster 

President's mail - May 13, 1975 

Urges the President to r quest internationaJ 
observers to board the MA YAGUEZ with us '\then 
we regain possessi on , so there can be no question 
b ut that we are "clean as a whistle" on this one. 



19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23.· 

24. 

25. 

House - page 3 

Bill Chappell 

John Paul Hanuner
schmidt 

Walter B. Jones 

Romano Mazzoli 

George Miller 

Charles B. Rangel 

President's mail - May 13,1975 

11Urge you give the Cambodian Comm.unists 48 hours 
to return the. MAYAGUEZ, crew and cargo or risk 
U.S. naval a.nd air intervention. 11 Believes that as 
long as Communist regimes believe that we as a 
nation lack the will or the military capacity to 
protect our legitimate int'l interests, these type of 
incidents will grow in number. · 

. 
11:Selieve it imperative that prompt, decisive measures 
be taken to recover MAYAGUEZ and crew. Friend 
and foe alike must recognize our foreign policy 
includes protecting our citizens and ships engaged 
in legitimate commerce on the high seas .•. 
You have my Congressional support for such action 
you consider necessary in this situation. 11 

Asks that consideration be given to the request of 
Charles D. Edwards who would like for the 
President to issue a proclamation in honor of 
Midgett Day on June 28. 

When the President receives the recommendations 
of the U.S. Int'l Trade Commission, urges that 
he approve the retention of current quota and · 
tariff rates on broomcorn brooms, which are 
important to industries which employ the blind. 

Supports invitation to the President from the mayor 
of the City of Richmond, California, regarding 
the dedication of the Social Security building and 
postal facility in that city in August. 

Thanks President for his kind words and hospitality 
at the state dinner in honor of President Kaunda. 
11I and millions of Black Americans felt a great sense 
of pride in your honoring of this distinguished Black 

• • African leader during the weekend of the American 
revolution. 11 The Congressional Black Caucus stands 
ready to assist the President in our nation's efforts 

Bill Frenzel 

to undo the mistakes of the past and build a new policy 
toward Africa, etc. 

Recommends that Mel Heckt be reappointed to the 
President's Commission on Mental Retardation. 



As a follow-up to our telephone call tO you last night concerning the 

seizure of an American vessel in the Gulf of Thailand, I want to provide 

you in advance and on a private basis the following information which will 

be announced by the Department of Defense shortly after noon today. 

Beginning at 8: 30 p.m. EDT yesterday, there were indications 
that the Cambodians appeared to be attempting to move U. S. captive 
crewmen from the ship to the mainland. After giving warning and 
taking precautions to avoid injury to Americans, U.S. aircraft began 
efforts to block this movement. Three Cambodian patrol craft · were 
destroyed and four others were damaged and immobilized. One. boat 
succeeded in reaching Kompong Som, possibly with some U.S. captiveS 
aboard. 

The MA YAGUEZ is still anchored off Koh Tang Island. The first 

U.S. Navy surface vessel, the destroyer escort HOLT, arrived in the 

area this morning. In the meantime, a Swedish refrigerator cargo ship, 

the MS HIRADO, was reportedly attacked by a patrol boat off Panjang 

Island, which is also claimed by Cambodia. Radio contact has been lost 

and the fate of this ship is unknown. 

The NSC held a second meeting yesterday at 10:30 p.m. EDT and 

will meet again today. We will keep you informed. 
,. . 



- 21 -

I/;~ c;}_f/;91~

l.:k c2d!/ 

#244-5/21 

Q Ron, when the intelligence analysis 
comes through, will that be made public? 

MR. NESSEN: I am not clear about what intelligence 
analysis you are talking about. 

Q Didn't the President order a review of 
the intelligence that was available in advance of the 
MAYAGUEZ incident? 

MR. NESSEN: He asked to have some facts pulled 
together about the other two ships, which had encountered 
difficulties in that area. Is that what you mean? 

Q I thought it was more extensive than 
that as to why there was not more adequate warning in 
advance. I thought it was a much more extensive 
analysis. 

MR. NESSEN: No, it is not. 

Q Ron, any analyzing why the Marines didn't 
know that island was so heavily fortified and why they 
did not sweep those radio frequency bans that Captain 
Miller was using to negotiate his own release that 
indicated where the crew was? 

MR. NESSEN: I had not heard that Captain Miller 
made any 

Q Captain Miller told some reporters in 
Singapore that he personally was on the radio to someone 
on the mainland who was in touch with the Supreme 
Commander in an attempt to secure his release. Now, 
supposedly~ in combat situations, military intelligence 
sweeps those frequencies. 

MR. NESSEN: I had not heard about that, Phil. 

Q Are you saying there is no wrap-up report 
on the whole incident in terms of the President? 

MR. NESSEN: The President has asked for some -
I don't know that he has asked for it. I know that there 
is some -- what is being looked into really is more the 
technicalities of the operation. 

I know that some of the equipment, for instance, 
on the Navy ships didn't operate properly. I think it would 
be fair to say that the operation is being reviewed to see 
whether anything needs to be improved in the forces that 
were used. I think that would be fair to say. 

MORE #224 
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Q Ron, have you f:i :;u~~ed out yet why it has 
taken so long to get this casualties business straightened 
out? 

MR. NESSEN: That is something you really need 
to ask at the Pentagon, Bob. The President does under
stand that there were difficulties in getting these 
numbers together~ He now feels that he has the accurate 
numbers. But why there was the delay, you need to ask at 
the Pentagon. 

Q Ron, has he asked at the Pentagon? 

MR. NESSEN: The Pentagon was aware of his 
feelings on the matter. 

Phil? 

Q The President has not characterized the 
casualty count yet. In your statement you indicated that 
he is certainly not alarmed. Is that a fair conclusion, 
that he is not bothered -- he didn't want any losses of 
life, but he is not bothered by the count? 

MR. NESSEN: Oh, Phil, I think you know the 
President probably as well as anybody in this room, and 
you know that any loss of life would bother the 
President. 

Q You know what I am talking about. 

MR. NESSEN: I don't. 

Q What appears to be a high count, 15 dead 
seems to be a high count for some people, but to the 
President, does this seem to be an excessive number of 
killed in action. 

MR. NESSEN: He had hoped that none would be 
killed in action, Phil. 

MORE 

#224 
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Q Does he consider the mission a success, 
still? 

MR. NESSEN: The goal of the mission was to free 
the crew and the ship safely, and it accomplished that 
goal? 

Q Ron, both the New Republic and Art Buchwald 
have raised this issue. If this protection is extended 
on the high seas to the MAYAGUEZ, what about the 132 
boats that have been grabbed by the Equadorians? 

MR. NESSEN: I think when that came up the 
other day, the same question, I think what I said was 
that that is being handled in a satisfactory way 
through diplomatic means. 

Q You mean the Government anticipates 
that the Equadorians will stop grabbing our boats, or 
what? 

MR. NESSEN: I didn't say that, I don't think. 

Q I just would like to know, what do you 
mean it is being handled satisfactorily? 

MR. NESSEN: Through the diplomatic methods. 

Q Ron, do you have any reaction to the reports, 
the interviews with the crew of the MAYAGUEZ, that the 
Cambodians had offered to let them go back to the 
MAYAGUEZ and offered to free the crew and the ship 
half a day before the Marine assault -- in other words, 
Wednesday afternoon their time -- but that the Captain 
decided against it because the u.s. fighter planes 
were firing on patrol boats in the Gulf of Thailand? 

MR. NESSEN: I had not heard that report, Ted. 

Q It was in The New York Times today, and 
it was on the UP! wire yesterday. 

MR. NESSEN: I didn't see it, but the feeling 
here is that by matching up the timetable of what the 
United States was doing with the timetable of what the 
Cambodians were doing, you will see -- or it is believed 
here at least -- that as the force was brought to bear 
the Cambodians gave way at each step and in fact freed 
the crew because of the use of force. I think the Captain 
of the MAYAGUEZ, from the quotations I read, shares 
that view. 

Q Ron, did the President have the Republican 
leadership of the House and Senate in to dinner last 
night or after dinner last night? 

MORE #224 
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MR. NESSEN: He had some Republicans from 
Congress in to dinner last night. 

Q Who? 

MR. NESSEN: What happened to that list? 

Q What was the purpose of that? 

MR. NESSEN: To talk about his Presidential 
campaign. 

Q Ron, I would like to go back to the 23 that 
were killed in the crash of the helicopter in Thailand. 
You have taken this a step further than the Pentagon 
is willing to do by saying that they were for possible 
use in the MAYGUEZ operation. 

If they were for possible use in the MAYAGUEZ 
operation, and that is why they were going from point 
to point, why shouldn't they be included in the 
casualty total, bringing it up from 15 to 38 dead? 

In other words, if they had been put on this 
helicopter and taken from place to place because they 
were possibly going to be used in this operation, and 
that is when they were killed, why aren't they being 
included in the total of the dead? Otherwise, they 
would not have been killed. 

MR. NESSEN: Your question is, why were they 
not included in the total of people killed in the 
operation to free the MAYAGUEZ, and they were not 
in the operation to free the MAYAGUEZ. 

Q They had been put on a helicopter, in 
effect alerted, mobilized, whatever you want to call 
it, for possible use in that operation; 23 of them are 
killed but you are only reporting 15 dead in the 
operation. Why aren't they being included? 

MR. NESSEN: They were not in the operation, 
Jim. 

Q Ron, in view of the President's opposition 
to the new Federal spending at all sorts of levels, 
what does he think of the House of Representatives 
deciding to give itself more staff, more newsleters, 
and more trips home at public expense? 

MR. NESSEN: He mentioned this morning that 
he thought it was interesting that they could find the 
time to do that but they could not find the time to do 
anything on the energy bill. 

MORE #224 
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Q Does he think it is a wise way to spend the 
taxpayers' money? 

MR. NESSEN: That was not the thrust of his 
comment. His comment was about the time it took and the 
attention it attracted rathern than the money involved. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Ron. 

END (AT 1:08 P.M. EDT) 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

August 7, 1 97 5 

JOHN MARSH 

LESJANKA~ 
The Unsinkable Mayaguez 

Attached for your information are two letters from Chairman 
Sparkman to State and CIA requesting information on the Mayaguez 
incident; the SFRC is undertaking its own independent assessment 
of this event. 

A copy of State 1 s re spouse is also attached. The Situation Reports 
requested were handed over, since they already had been provided 
to the GAO. A copy of CIA 1 s response will be provided when 
available. 
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July 30, 1975 

The Honorable 
\'lillirun B. Colby 

: Director 
Central Intellig nee Agency 
\\'ashington, D .. C · 

Dear ·Mr. Colby: 

. Pursuant to executive session discussions of the Commi ttce 
. on Foreign Rclat. ons, I wish to request the follm·ring materials 
required by the €ommi ttee in connection ld th its review o£ the 
Mayaguez affair: I . · 

... 

· . ·:·1. A deta~ed .chronology of all events. related to the 
·;. · }.t1ayaguet affair of l\'hich the Central Intclligc:nce 
. Agency vas know-lledge. ' . 

.. 2 •. A copy y£ all sit~ation reports p~~nred on the 
.Mayaguef by th~ C~ntral Intelligence Agency. . 

:3.· ·A descr ption of nll intelligence infonnation bearing 
on ntti tdes, expressions and actions of the ncM' 
Cambodi government or its authorities regarding 
border uestions a.Jld territorial \\'Rters prior to and 
during e Mo.yaguez episode. · 

4. A descr ption of all intelligence infonnation l,earing 
on the ttitudc of the nc\11 Crunboctinn govcl1tmcnt or its 
authorities iogarding the seizure of the Maynguez nnd 
\'lith rc£ard to U.S~ actions <!uring the time it \','tlS 
be~ • . . . · · . 

in providing these materials will be 41pprecjfitP.d. 

~incerely, 
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pAT .... ~T. C .. l .... 0"" ...,..,., 
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COMMITTEE ON ron'"ICN ,.CL.O..nON9 

WAttHINCHON. D.C. 20"0 

The Honorable 
Henry A. Kissinger 
Secretary of State 
l'lashington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

July 30, 1975 

Pursuant to executive session discussions of the COmiilittee 
on Foreib'TI Relations, I wish to request the follotdn.._~ materials 
required by the Cormnittee in connection with its review of the 
~~yaguez affair: 

1. A detililed chronology of all events related to the 
r.tayagucz affair of ·which t:he Department of State 
has knm..,ledge. 

2. A copy of all situation reports prepared by the 
Department of State during the incident. 

3 •. A detailed description of U~S. diplomatic efforts 
to obtam inforn:.'1tion 1·egarding the ship and crer11, 
or to obtain their release. 

Your cooperation in providing these tnaterials will be 
appreciated. 
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'Thank you for your letter of July 30 requesting materials 
for the cor;.rnitteo• s review of the t:Javaquez affair. I run 

.'please to provide the following irt reopon~e to each· ... 
: request as indicated belo\-r. . . . . 
..·1 •. A· detailed Chronology of· all events 

. · Mayaguez Affair of ~n1ich the Department 
:knowledge. . .. · · : ·.: 

: ... : ~ ,; 

rel.atcd to tho 
of state has 

• of • . . . 
i • 

Enclosed is a "Chronology of ~vents of the !1avacruez Incident. • · 

. 2. A copy of all ·situation reports prepared by the 
Depar~~ent of State during the incident. 

I ... 
Enclosed are copies of the "Mayaguez Situation P.eporta" 
of the Dcpart:nen t • s llavaquez l·!orking Group which are 
ol~ssified SECRET. · 

I. : 
.. . .. ~ 

• ··3. A detailed description of· u.s. diplomatic efforts to 
obtnin infor.~pation regarding .the nhip and crew, or to 
obtain thoir release. -· 
on J.!onday, l-1ay 12 shortly after tho nsc meeting. a'nd the ·• 
l~hite nousa statement demanding the immediate rcleaae of the 

. · ohip, the Dcpal:'trlent rcaqucsted the Jioad of tho Chinese · 
Liaison Office here in Hashington·: .. 'bo call at the Department • 

.The Jl.lccting took place at 4:30 p.m. Hhcn the Chinese 
rofuoed to accept n message to the car.lbodians de:nanding the .. 
release of tha c1:e'<J" and nhip,: t·le in:.~tructad our Liaison .' /" 
O.ffice in Pc:};ing t:hat same day to paos· the 111ensnge to the · ·.· 

·. Chineca 11inistry of Foreign A.ffairs there as \tell ae 
directly to tho Cambodian diplo~atic mission in Peking. 
•v-e had rocaivcd no reply by tho end of thra second day 
('l!ucsdny, Hlly 13) at \'lhich ti1no the first milit.ury 

. . 
1 ·' • 

~ 

:UNCL1\SSIFIEO 
With ~ccro t Encionuros · 

. . . . 

.. 
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UNCIJ\SSIFIED 
With secret r:ncJoouroo 

opcrationa hogan. Thcsa operations wcro dir~ctcd at Cam
boclian p<:t.trol bont~ that \..roro tryinq to tr.:'lnnit between 
the l·!~YJ.flUez, tho Cambodian mainl<J.nd and Koh 'I'nng Island. -- . 

2.' 

The noxt morning, Ncdnosday, f.tny.l4 (about 7:15a.m., EDT), 
t7e learned that tho Chineno authorities in Peking had ro
turnod undelivered to our Liai~on Office in Pekin~ our 
mesaa';Jo to tha Carabodian!:l. '•io still hnd rc.cei ved no ro
sponso to the v.:c_~:mar;o 'tvo deli vc:rcd dircc t:ly to the Cam
bodians in P~king. Shortly after midJuy on !·iily 14, wo 
delivorec.l ~ letter to UN Secretary General 1-ialchei!n con
cerning the action requesting him to take stope to bring 
about the .safo return of the l-1ayague:s, nnu crew. 

.. 
On the oveni-nq of May 14 # 've informed a 
hero in \:ashington, and the UN'. Security 
t;ero taking certain military actions to 
the ~a~~gu~~ anu ito crew. · 

. . 

n~~ar of ~~aoaies 
Council, tr~t we 
secure release of 

A Cambouian dome9tic broadcast; indicating that the Hnya
guoz v1ould be ordered to ui thdrnt:l from Ce.rr.hoc1ian terrr
torfal \·h1tcrs but Hhich made no mention of tha dim:::osition 
of the crev 't·ras rGc(:dvBd in Washington shortly aftor a: oo 
p.m. on HodnG&uay 1 lla.y l4 •... ;~ . . : . ~. 
Aftar learning of thig tnt?ssag~'~ .. t'la announced tltat as soon 
no thcl Cambodian authorities \-Tould issue a statement· that 
they wore preparuu to rclea~e the crew mcniliora uncondition
ally and ir.uncdiatcly, \·10 "'auld. promptly cease r.tili tnry opor
ntiono. ~\hn Cru:~bodian authoritie::; did not insue any such 
statement·. Wo \lcra not cortain that tbo Cllmbodiilns hn.d in 
fnc:t relE.lnsod the entire cr,o\-7 until sor:\c thl:oc hours after 

.-.Y.l"ecoiving th.e domestic bro~dcast • 
.~· 

Still later that night 'He le,:\rncd that tho mcnoage wo had 
tlelivorcd to tho Crunbodiano in Peking hnd bcon routinoly 
llept back through the. mail. • 

I am nlso plP-as~i to provide you n copy of a recent atnto
nent rnadu hy :\ct:lnlJ Secrot1.1.:r;y lngorHoll in open aesaion 
bcforo tho :>ubcrnWl.ltt:oa on Intarnat.ion.:1l Political and 
Hilit.:'lr~, Affair!:! of tho Houco Intern::ttionnl nalntiono Co:n
roittoo, a lottcr from mo to th~ Chuirr:!an of the Jiouso In
tBrnational nelu.tion!l Cor:rmitteo on June 10 nnd a letter 
from mo to Senator nrooke on Juno 20 • . . 

UNCL1\SSIPIP.D 
,.lith 'hoc.rotf.:ncfoguro9 
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As statod 
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_::·sincorcly, 
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• ... : i • t .. •• ~ .. , 

Robert J. HcCloskcy 
Assiztant Secrct~ry for 
congrcoaion~l Relations 
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-- copy of Presidential note 11write each Mayaguez 
crew member11 
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WASHINGTON 
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THE WHITE. HOUSE 

W/\SHINGTON 

June 1 2 , l 9 7 5 

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX FRIEDERSDORF 

FROM: WILLIAM T. KENDALL 

SUBJECT: Senator Javits and the War 

Senator Javits 1 note to the President has little relationship to what 
he said before the House Subcommittee. A copy of each is attached 
for your perusal. 

L: 

; > 
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JAGI?3 K. JAV!TS 

r~F::W Y.JRK 
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·l 

WASHINGTON~ D.C. 2.0'510 

Nay 16, 191'5 

Dear Nr. President: 

Just a note of thanks for receiving me, 
Ben Gilman and the representatives of the 
llarsaw Ghetto Uprising Committee on Tuesday. 
I deeply appreciate your courtesies especially 
during such a critical period involving the 
:Hayaguez. 

The representatives of the group shared 
my opinion that the occasion was moving and 
an expression of your commitment to the 
survival of Israel and peace throughout 
the world. 

With warm best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

·The President 

RECEiVED 
JUN 31975 
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·.DRAFT I JOM/ 5-26-75 / 
As you note in your question, historically there have been cycles in 

Execu ti. ve-Congressional asserti. veness. 

It is also important to note that this Congressional assertiveness is not 

directed solely at the Executive, but also at many institutions of the Congress. 

This is becoming more evident in the last several Congresses. 

The Budget Committee is not directly solely at the Executive, but arises 

from a great Congressional concern about the manner in which Congress is facing 

up to the whole question of allocation of Federal expenditures. 

Concerning the impact of legislative actions on Executive aut.ltority, I would 

refer to the Address that the President made to the Joint Session of Congress on 

Foreign Policy and Defense in March. He sets out in some detail areas where 

Congress should review its previous actions and take steps to remedy certain 

legislative policies that have adversely affected the conduct of our foreign 

policy. The President's own comments, I think, are the best source of informa-

tion on this question. 
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As I pointed out, there are several factors that contribute to Congressional 

assertion of power: (1) a growing concern that goes back many years about the 

balance between the Executive and the Congress; (2) the post-Watergate 

environment; (3) the post-Vietnam environment; (4) the November results which 

produced swollen majorities in the new Congress. 

As both Watergate and Vietnam fades into the past and as we move further 

into this Session with the Congress having to actually deal with many of the 

difficult questions we face, I think we may see a reassessment and moderation of 

an anti-Executive attitude. In fact, it should be noted that the Senate just recently 

passed, although by a narrow margin, legislation that would lift the prohibition 

on military aid to Turkey. 

You asked precisely about the War Powers Act. As I pointed out, there 

is a division of opinion as to the applicability of the War Powers Act and the 

recent situations involving Cambodia and Vietnam, including the Mayaguez 

incident. We sought to proceed here in such a way as to be within the provisions 

of the Act, even if it did not apply without admitting t..h.at it did. 
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In reference to its impact, I think we would have to divide that into two 

areas: the mechanical one and the policy one. I can try and give some thoughts 

on the mechanics, but I think you should direct your questions on the policy 

aspects to those other than myself. 

At the outset, I would say that the attitude here was best expressed by 

the President when he affirmed we would abide by the provisions of the law. 

Most people think that the only possible War Powers situation that arose was 

the Mayaguez incident. Actually we proceeded as though the War Powers Act 

were applicable in four incidents during the Vietnam-Cambodian exercise. 

On at least two occasions, the Congress was in recess which required 

communication by cable, telegram or frequently long distance phone calls to 

Members spread out not only across the United States, but around the world. 

It seems also that the developments in the Vietnam area often occurred 

during daylight hours there, which with the 12-hour difference, made many of 

our calls, even when the Congress was here, in the late night or early morning 

hours. 
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We found frequently when the time carne to file our reports as required 

by the law, that the House and Senate had adjourned and there was difficulty 

in being able to make delivery of the report to the chief officials of the Congress 

as required by the law either at their places of residence or their designated 

chief assistants. I recognize that deli very by dropping it with a guard or at a 

letter drop at the Capitol would be sufficient; however, because of the nature 

of the report, we were concerned about physical delivery. 

The many questions that were raised as to what is consultation, with whom is 

it made, when is it made, raises the question in my mind as to the criteria 

Congress should apply to legislation that seeks to oversee the Executive1s action. 

In effect does the legislative proposal impose limitations so that effective Executive 

action is impeded in an area where the Executive has a Constitutional power or 

duty to act? 

Although we reserve the question as to whether the War Powers Act was 

applicable, nevertheless these recent incidents do indicate that if it were, a question 

is raised as to whether its observance does not pose problems for effective 
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Executive action in a crisis type situation where the Executive has a duty to act 

and such action must be done swiftly. In each of these cases, we feel we were 

able to comply with the Statute but it is easy to envision some circumstances 

where compliance might be difficult even when the Executive is making a 

good faith effort to comply. This difficulty is more likely to occur on the con-

sultation requirements than it is on the reporting requirements. The difference 

is likely to be one of opinion as to what the Executive should have done insofar as 

the Congress is concerned as opposed to what the Executive believed it was able 

to do given the circumstances involved. 
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Th:::: P:c~sident 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON. D.C. ZOSIO 

i·i!ay 12, 1975 

I strongly urge that whatever action that is 
necessary be taken to recover the American ship 
which was seized on the high seas by a Cambodian 
naval vessel. I do not believe that the moral fibre 
of this country can stand another Peublo incident 
and do not believe that our allies will continue to 
have any respect for us if we permit such incidents 
to continue. 

I realize the critical situation you have with 
Congress, but you may count on me for l'lhatever 
support necessary. 

\ 
l 
I 
I 
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~ PMS HONORA BLE GERALD R FORD 
IU 

PRESI DENT Of THE UNITED STATES 
12 WHITE HOUSE DC 

~~ B T 
15 

~ I URGE THAT YOU EXERCISE ALL AUTHORITY AS CO MMAN DER-IN-CHIEf 
1. 

·, /. I 

11 Of THE ARME D fORCES TO USE WHATEVER M ILITA~Y ACTION IS NECESSARY 
19 TO OBTAIN THE RELASE Of THE US MERCHANT SHIP, MAYAGUEZ, THAT HAS 
20 

21 BEEN ILLEGALLY PIRATED ON THE HIGH SEAS BY THE COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT 
22 

23 
Of CAMBODIA. AS A MEMBER Of CONGRESS I WILl FULLY SUPP?RT YOU IN 

~ ANY ACTION THAT YOU MAY DEEM NECESSARY TO PROTECT THE INTEGRITY 
25 
H Of OUR NATION AND TO DEMONSTRATE TO THE WORLD OUR DETERMINATION 
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4 

5 

7 
TO RESIST ANY FURTHER DEPLORABLE ACTS IN THE FUTURE. 
ONLY BY THIS KINO Of FIR M AND POSITIVE ACTION i iLL ME SERVE NOTICE 

9 TO THE WORLD THAT WE WILL NOT BE PUSHED AROUN u BY A BA ~ D OF 
10 

n INTERNATIONAL OUTLA S. 

1:1 

14 

GENE TAYLOR t.tE~BER OF CONGRESS. 

15 NNNN 
16 

17 

11 

19 

.J 

11 

II 

24 
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May 14, 1975 

MEMORANDUwt FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

LT. GEN. BRENTSCOWCROFT 

WILLIAM T.. KENDALL 

Telegram to the President 
.bom Seaato~ Pete Domealel 

I have acknowledged receipt of this m~ssage by telephone and 
advised the Senator of current U.s. a.etlon 1n re the seizure o! 
the merchant ship. The telegram ls being forwarded to you 
lor your information.. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 15, 1975 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF 

BOB WOLTHUIS 

S.S.Mayaguez Incident - Report to 
Congress War Powers Resolution 

The subject report was delivered to the Legislative Assistant 
to the President Pro Tern of the Senate, Bill Simpson, at 2:05 a.m. 
at his home. 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THRU: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 13, 1975 

JACK MARSH 

MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF M .. 6· 
WILLIAM T. KENDALL lJ\(\L 

Delivery of the War Powers Letter 
relative to the Mayaquez incident 

On May 15, 1975 at 2:30a.m., I delivered a copy of the letter to 
the office of Senator James 0. Eastland, Senate Pro Tempore, 
from the President reporting on the Mayaquez incident as required 
under the War Powers Act. 

Delivery was accomplished in the following manner: When I 
arrived at the Dirksen Office Building, I was informed by the 
Capitol Police that I could not proceed to the office. Instead, 
I signed the blotter registering with the police, as required by 
their rules, and was allowed to drop the letter into the box 
labelled "Inside Mail". I was assured that this would reach 
the Senator's office before the office opened for business on 
May 15, 1975. 




