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INFORMAL SINGLE NEGOTTIATING TEXT
PART I

TEXT PRESENTED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE

Note by the President of the Conference

At its 55th plenary meeting on Friday 18 April 1975 the Conference decided to
request the Chairman of its three Main Committees each to prepare a single negotiating
text covering the subjects entrusted to his Committee. .In his concluding statement,
before the Conference made this request, the President stressed that the single text
should take account of all the formal and informal discussions held so far, would be
inforwal in character and would not prejudice the position of any delegation nor would
it represent any negotiated text or accepted compromise. It should, therefore, be
quite clear that the single negotiating text will serve as a procedural device -and only
provide a basis for negotiation. It must not in any way be regarded as affecting either

the status of proposals already made by delegations or the right of delegations to
submit amendments or new proposals.
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CONVENTION ON THE SEA-EED AND THE OCEAN FLOOR
AND THE SUB-SOIL THEREOF BEYOND THE LIMITS OF
NATIONAL JURISDICTION

PART I

INTERPRETATION

Article 1

For the purposes of this Convention
(i) "States Parties" to this Convention meens Contracting Parties.

(4i) "Activities in the Area" mesns all activities of exploratidﬁ of the Area and of
the exploitation of its resources, as well as other associated activities in the Area
including scientific research. -. . N S

(iii)"Resources" means resources in situ.
(iv) Mineral resources means any of the following categorisation:

(a) 1liquid or geseous substances such as petroleum, gas,
condensate, helium,:nitrogen, carbon diczide, water, steam, hot
water, snd also sulphur and salts extracted in liquid form in
solution;’

(b) useful minerals occurring on the surface of the sea-bed or
at depths of less than three meters beneath the surface and also
concretions of phosphorites and other minerals;

{c) s0l1id minerals in the ocean floor at depths of more than
three meters from “he surface;

(d) ore-beering sllt and brine.

PART II : PRINCIPLES
THE AREA AND ITS LIMITS

Article 2

1. This Convention shsll apply to the sea—bed and gcean floor and subsoil thereof
beyond the limits of nationel jurisdiction, hereinafter called the "Area".

2. States Parties to this Convention shall notify the International Seabed Authority

established pursusnt to Article 21 (hereinafter called the "Authority"), of the limits

referred to in paragraph 1 of this article defined in this Convention and determined by
co-ordinates of latitude and longitude and shall indicate the same on appropriate large
scale cherts officially recognised by that State.

A
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3,  The Authority shall register and publish such notification in accordance with
rules adopted by it for the purpose.

4. Nothing in this article shall affect the validity of any agreement between States
with respect to the establishment of limits between opposite or adjacent States.
COMMON HERITAGE OF MANKIND
Article 3

The Area and its resources are the common heritage of mankind.

NO CLATM OR EXERCISE OF SOVEREIGNTY OR OTHER RIGHTS
Article 4

1. No State shall claim or exercise sovereignty or sovereign righte over any part of
the Area or its resources, nor shall eny State or person, natural or juridicel,
appropriate any part thereof. No such claim-or exercise of sovereignty or sovereign
rights, nor such appropriation shall be recognized.

2. States or persons, natural or juridical, shall claim, acquire or exercise rights
with respect to the minerals in their raw or processed form derived from the Area
only in accordance with the provisions of this Convention., Otherwise, no such claim,
acquisition or exercise of rights shall be recognized.

GENERAL, CONDUCT IN THE AREA AND IN RELATION TO THE AREA

Article 5

States shall act in, and in relation to, the Area in accordance with the provisions
of this Convention and the United Nations Charter in the interests of meintaining
international peace and security and promoting international co—operation and mutual
understanding, : ‘

ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA
Article 6

Activities in the Area shall be governed by the provisions of this Convention
and shall be subject to regulation and supervision by the Authority as provided herein.
No such activities shall be carried out except in accordance with such regulations and
the provisions of this Convention.

BENEFIT OF MANKIND AS A WHOLE
Article 7

Activities in the Area shall be carried out for the benefit of mankind as a whole,
irrespective of the geographical location of States, whether coastal or land-locked,
and taking into particular consideration the interests and needs of the developing
countries,
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RESERVATION AND USE OF THE AREA EXCLUSIVELY FOR FEACEFUL PURPOSES
’ Article 8

1. 'The Area shéiiiﬁewfesefﬁediexclﬁsively for peaceful purposes.

2. The Area shall be open to use exclusively for peaceful purposes by all States
Parties, whether coastal or land-locked, without discrimination, in accordance with
the provisicns of this Convention, and regulations made thereunder.

GENERAL FRINCIPLES REGARDING ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA
Article 9

1. The development and use of the Area shall be undertzken in such a manner as to:

(a) foster the healthy development of the world economy and a
balanced growth in international trade; and

(b) avoid or minimize any adverse effects on the revenues and
economies of the developing countries, resulting from a substantial
decline in their:export earnings from minerals and other raw

materials originating in their territory which are also derived .
from the Area, i -

2. Activities in the Area shall be carried out in an efficient mamner to ensure:

(a) orderly and safe development and rational management of the
Area and its resources;

(b) expanding opportunities in the use thereof;

(c)‘ conservation and utilization of the resources of the Area for
optimum benefit of producers and consumers of raw materisls and of
products made from them;

(d) equitable sharing in the benefits derived therefrom, taking Iinto
particular consideration the interests and needs of the developirg
countries, whether land-locked or coastal.

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
Article 10

1. Scientific research provided for in this Convention shall be carried out
exclusively for peaceful purposes and for the benefit of mankind as a whole. The
Authority shall be the centre for harmonizing and co—ordinating scientific research.

2. The Authority may itself conduct scientific research and nay enter into agreements
for that purpose.

/
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3. States Parties.shall promote international co-operation in scientific research in
the Area exclusively for peaceful purposes by:

(a) participation in international programmes and encouraging
co—operation in scientific research by personnel of different
countries and of the Authority;

(b) ensuring that programmes are developed through the Authority
for the benefit of developing countries and technologically less
developed countries with a view to

(i) strengthening their research capabilities;

(ii) treining their nationals and the personnel of the Authority
in the techniques and applications of research:

(iii) ‘foétering the employment of their qualifisc pvereonnel in
activities of research in the Area;

(c) effective publication of research programmes and dissemination of
the results of research through the Authority.

PRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY
Article 11

1. The Authority and through it States Parties to this Convention shall take
necessary measures for promoting the transfer of technology and scientific knowledge
relating to activities in the Area so that all States benefit therefrom., In partiocular,
they shall promotet

(a) Progremmes for the promotion of transfer of technology to
developing countries with regard to activities in the Area, including,
inter alia, facilitating the access of developing countries to patented
and non-patented technology, under just and reasonable conditions;

(b) Measures directed towards the acceleration of domestic technology
of developing countries and the opening of opportunities to persommel
from developing countries for training in marine science and technology
and their full participation in activities in the Area.

PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT
Article 12

With respect to activities in the Area, appropriate measures shall be taken for
the adoption and implementation of international rules, standards and procedures
for,inter alia:

(a) The prevention of pollution and contemination, and other hazards
to the marine environment, including the coastline, and of interference
with the ecological balance of the marine environment, perticular
attention being paid to the need for protection from the consequences
of such activities as drilling, dredging, excavatiocn, disposal of
‘'waste, construction and operation or maintenance of installations,
pipelines snd other devices related to such activities;
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(b) The protection and conservation of the natural resources of the
Area and the prevention of damage to the flora and faune of the marine
environment.

PROTECTION OF HUMAN LIFE
Article 13

With respect to activities in the Area, the Authority and States shall take
appropriate measures for the adoption and implementation of internatioral rules,
standards and procedures for the protection of human life to supplement existing
international law and any specific treaties which may be applicable.

RIGHTS OF COASTAL STATES
Article 14

1. Activities in the Area, with respect to resources in the Araes which lie across
limits of national jurisdiction, shall be conducted with due regard to the rights and
legitimaete interests of any coastal State across whose jurisdiction such resources lie.

Consultations, including a system of prior notification, shall be maintained with
the State concerned, with a view to avoiding infringement of such righte and interests.,

2. Neither the provisions of this Convention nor any rights granted or exercised
pursuant thereto shall affect the rights of coastal States to take such measures in
accordence with applicable principles of international law as may be necessary to
prevent, mitigate or eliminate grave and imminent danger to their coastlines or
related interests from pollution or threat thereof or from other hazardous occurrences
resulting from or caused by any activities in the Area.

LEGAL STATUS OF THE SUPERJACENT WATERS AND AIRSPACE
Article 15

Neither the provisions of this Convention nor any rights granted or exercised

pursuant thereto shall affect the legal status of the waters superjacent to the Area or
that of the airspace above those waters.

ACCCMMODATION OF ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA AND IN THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT
Article 16

1. Activities in the Area shall be carried out with reasonable regard for other
activities in the marine environment.

2. Stationary and mobile installations relating to the conduct of activities in the
Area shall be subject to the following conditions:

(i) Such installations shall be erected, emplaced and removed solely .
in accordence with the provisions of this Convention and subject to
rules and regulations prescribed by the Authority. The erection,
emplacement and removal of such installations shall be the subject of
timely notification through Notices to Mariners or othier generally
recognized means of notification; .

(i1) Such instellations shall not be located in the Area where they
may obstruct passage through sea lanes of vital importance for
international shipping or in areas of intemse fishing activity;

e
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(iii) Safety zones shall be established around such installgtions with
aprropriate markings to ensure the safety both of the installetions
themselves and of shipping, The configuration and location of such
safety zones shall not te such as tn form a belt impeding the lawful

access of shipping to particular maritime zones or navigation along
international sea lanes;

(iv) Such inst;llations shall be used <tclusively for pecceful purposes;
(v) Such instsllations shall not possess the status of islands. They
shall have no territorial sea, nor shall their presence affect the
determination o¢f territorisl or jurisdictional limits of any kind.

3. Other sctivities in the marine environment shall be conducted with reasonable
regard for activities in the Area.

RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE AND TIABILITY FCR DAMAGE
Article 17

1. TEvery State shall have the responsibility to ensure that activities in the Area,
whether undertaken by governmental agencies, or non-governmental entities or persons
under its juridiction, or acting on its behalf, shall be carried out in conformity
with the provisions of this Convention. The same responsibility applies to
international organizations end their members for activities in the Area undertaken
by such organizations or on their behalf. Damage caused by such activities shall
entail liability on the part of the State or international organization concerned, in
respect of activities which it undertakes itself or authorizes.

2. A group of States or a group of international organizations, acting together
shall be jointly and severally responsible under these articles.

3. Every State shall take appropriate measures to ensure that the responsibility
provided for in paragraph 1 of this article shall apply mutatis mutandis to
international organizations, of which it is a member.

PARTICIPATION OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, INCLUDING LAND--LOCKED
AND OTHER GEOGRAPHICA LY DISADVANTAGED LTATES

Article 18

Participation in the activities in the Area of developing countries, including
the land-locked and other geographically disadvantaged States among them, shall be
promoted, having due regerd to their special needs and interests.
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ARCHAELOGICAL AND HISTORICAL OBJECTS'
' Avticle 19 .

1. 411 objects of an archaelogical and historical nature found in the Area shall be
preserved or disposed of by the Authority for the benefit of the international
community ag a whole, particular regard being paid to the preferential rights of the
State of country of o~rigin, or the State of :ultural origin, ¢+ the State of
historical and archaelogical origin. : '

2. The recovery end dispoesl <f ‘wrecks and their contents more than 50 years old
found in the Area shall be subject to regulation by the Authority without prejudice
to the ‘rights of the owner thereof. ’ ‘
3. Any dispute with regard to a preferential right under paragraph 1 or a right of
ownership under paragraph 2, shall, on the application of either party, be subject to
the procedure for settlement of disputes provided for in this Convention.
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PARP II: THE INTERNATIONAL SEA-BED AUTHORITY
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL SE4~BED AUTHORITY

Article 20

1. There is hereby established the International Sea-bed Authority which shall
function in accordance with the provisions of this Convention.

2 A1l States Parties to this Convention are members of the Authority.
3. The seat of the Authority shall be at Jamaica.

4. The Authority mey establish such regional centres or offices 38 it deems necessary
for the performance of its functionms.

NATURE AND FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE FUNCTIONTHG OF THE AUTHORITY
Article 21

1. The Authority is the orgenisation through which States Parties shall administer
the Area, manage its resources and control the activities of the area in accordance
with the provisions of this Convention. :

2. The Authority is based on the principle of the sovereign equality of all of its
Members.

3.  All Members, in order to ensure to all of them the rights and benefits resulting
from membership, shall fulfil in good faith the obligations assumed by them in
accordance with this Convention.

FUNCTIONS OF THE AUTHORITY
Article 22
1. Activities in the Area shall be conducted directly by the Authority.

‘2., The Authority nay, if it considers it appropriate, and within the limits it may
determine, carry out activities in the Area or any stage thereof through States Parties
to this Convention, or State enterprises, or persons natural or juridical which
possess the nationality of such States or are effectively controlled by them or their
nationals, or any group of the foregoing, by entering into service contracts, or joint
ventures or any other such form of association which ensures this direct and

effective control at all times over such activities.

3, Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) of this article and in
order to promote earliest possible commencement of activities in the area, the
Authority, through the Council shall:

(i) identify as early as practicable after coming into force of this

Convention ten economically viable mining sites in the Area for exploration
and exploitation of no more then ... (cize, etc.);
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(ii) enter into joint ventures in respect of these sites with States Parties

to this Convention or State-enterprises or persons ratural and juridical which
possess the nationality of such States or are effectively controlled by them or
their nationals or any group of the foregoing. Such joint ventures shall be
subject to the conditions of exploration and exploitation established by and under
this Convention and shall always ensure the direct and effective control of the
Authority at all times.

A, In entering irto such jeint vontures oz provided for in jara. 3 (ii) of this
article, the Authority may decide on the basis of available data to reserve certain
portions of the mining sites for its own further exploitation,.

Article 23

1. In the exercise of its functions the Authority shall t:ke mensures pursuant to
this Convention to promote and encourage activities in the irea and to secure the
maximum financial and other tenefit from them.

2. The Authority shall avoid discrimination in the granting of opportunities for
such activities and shall, in the implementation of its powers, ensure that all rights
granted pursuant to this Convention are fully safeguarded. Special consideration by
the Authority under this Convention for the interests and needs of:fhe- developing
countries, and partlcularly the land-locked among them, shall not be deemed to be
discrimination.

3, The Authority shall ensure the equitable sharing by States in the benefits derived
from activities in the Area, taking into particular consideration the 1nterests and
needs of the developlng countries whether coastal or land-locked.
ORGANS OF THE AUTHORITY
Article 24

1. There are established as the principal organs of the Authority an Assembly,
a Council, a Trlbunal, an Interprise and a Secretariat.

2. Such subsidiar;r organs as may be foun” necessary may be stablished in accordance
with this Conventica. '

THE ASSEMBLY
Article 25
1. The fLssembly shall consist of all the Members of the Authority.
2, The Assembly shall meet in regular aessionlevery two years and in such special

sessions as may be deteimined by the Assembly, or convened by the Secretary General at
the request of the Council or of a majority of the Members of the Authority.
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3. Segsions shall take place at the seat of the Authority unless otherwise
determin~1 by the Assembly. At such sessions, each member shall have one
representative who may be accompanied by alternates and advisers.

4. The Assembly shall elect its President and such other officers as may be required
at the beginning of cach session. They shall hold office until the new President and

other officers are elected at the next following session.

5. Bach Member of the Assembly shall have one vote.

6. All decisions on ions of substance and the question vhether a question is
one cf substance or pro , shall be made by a two-thirde majority of the Members
present and voting, prov.isd that such majority shall include at least a majority of
the Members of the Authority. Decisions on other questions shall be made by a

majority of the Members present and voting.
7. A majority of the Members of the Assembly shall constiinta o gquorum.

8. TUpon a written request to the President supported by nct less than one~third of

the Members of the Assembly, a vote on any matter before the Lssembly shall be

deferred pending reference to the Tribunal for an Advisory Opinion on any legal question
commected therewith. Voting on such matter shall be stayed pending delivery of the
Tribunal's Advisory Opinion, or for a period of six months from the receipt of the
request, vhichever is earlier.

POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE ASSEMBLY
Article 26

1. The Assembly shall be the supreme policy-making organ of the Authority. It shall
have the power to lay down general guidelines and issue directions of a general
character as to the policy to be pursued by the Council or other organs of the
Authority on any questions or matters within the scope of this Convention. It may

algo discuss any questions or any matters within the scope of this Convention and make
recommendations theraon.

24 In addition, the powers and functions of the Assembly shall include:
(i) Election of the members of the Council in accordance with article 28;

(ii) Appointment upon the recommendation of the Council, of the members of the
Pribunal and of the Governing Board of the Enterprise;

(iii) Establishment, as appropriate, of such subsidiary organs as may be found
necessary for the performance of its functions in accordance with the provisions
of this Conventionj

(iv) Asgessment of the contributions of Parties to this Convention as necessary
for meeting the administrative budget of the Authority;

//
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o The selery of the Regisirar shall be fixed ot o meeting of the Controcting

on the proposal of the Tribunal,

S Regulations made ut the meeting of the Contrscting Pratics chall fux the
ronditicne ander vhich retirement pensicns ray be g vern to menbors of the Tribanel

@ to ihc Registrar, =nd the onditions wnder vhich members of whie Tribunal ond
gcoittrer vhall have thelr treoveling exponses refunded,

8. The »beove salaries; allowances, and ¢ mpensetion shall Lo free of all
oAt ion, :

ARTICID 1¢
The eypenses of the Tribunal shall be borne by the ' ontiacting Parties and
¢ mational crganizetions having access to the Tribur~l in such & manner ¢s chall
Seodeceided ot a meeting of the Contracting Irrties.
CHAPTER IT. CCUFRETENCE CF THE COURT
ARTICLE YO

States, internalirnel crgnnizetions, and notural and Juridicsl persons nay be
vartier before the Tribunal in any case expressly previawd for in this Corvention
or in an international egreement, public or private, acoepted by 21l the parties
te the dismute.

ARTICLE 21
1. Ag provided for in Article 13 of (hapter of this Conventicon, the
Tribunal shall be open t the Contracting Parties,

e The conditions under which the Tribunal shell be open tc other Stetes,
internetions]l organiistions znd natural ond juridical persons snall be laid dovn by
the Contrecting Parties ot a mesting to be held as soon ~5 possibtle after coming
intc force of this Convention,

5 When a State vhich is not a party te this Convention, or an orgeniwation or
gerson is & party to a case, the Tribunal shall fix the cmount vhich thet party is to
contribute towards the expences of the Privunal. This provision shall not apply if
sach State or organization iz bear'ng a shere of the expencers of the Tribunal.

ARTICLE 22

The Jjurisdiction of the Tribunal shall compriee 211 dispat.s subriticed to it in
aocordance vith this Conventron and 21l motters epecificelly pr vidoed for in any
vther international agrecment, public or privete, vhish confers jurisdiction on the

Tribunal, &s specified in Article 10 of Chupter of this Convention.





























