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TEXT PRESENTED BY THE CHAIFMAN OF THE FIRST C<l1MITTEE 

Note by the President of the Conference 

At its 55th plenary meeting on Friday 18 April 1975 the Conference decided to 
request the Chairman of its three Main Committees each to prepare a single negotiating 
text covering the subJects entrusted to_his Committee •. In his concluding statement, 
before the Conference made this request, the President stressed that the single text 
should take account of all the formal and informal discussions held so far, ll'ould be 
informal in character and. would not prejudice the position of any delegation nor would 
it represent any negotiated text or accepted compromise. It should, theref0re, be 
qulte clear that the single negotiating text will serve as a procedur31 device and only 
pravide a basis f0r negotiation. It must not in any way b€ regarded as affecting either 
the status of pT.Oposals already made by delegations or the right of delegations to 
submit amendments or new proposals. 
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COlfJENTION ON THE SEA.-BffiD AND THE OCEAN FLOOR 
AND THE SUB-SOIL THEREOF BffiYOND THE LIMITS OF 

NATION)~ JURISDICTION 

PART I 

INTERPRETATION 

Article 1 

For the purposes of this Convention 

(i) "States Parties" to this Convention means Contracting Parties. 

(ii) "Activities in the Area" means all activities of exploration of the Area ap.d of 
the exploitation of its resources, as well as other associated activities in the Area 
including scientific research. 

(iii)"Resources" means resources in situ. 

(iv) Mineral resources means any of the following categorisation: 

(a) liquid or gaseous substances such as petroleum, gas, 
condensate, helium, 'nitrogen, ca'rbon dioxide, water, steam, hot 
water, a~d also sulphur and salts extracted in liquid form in 
solution;· 

(b) useful minerais occurring on the surface of the sea-bed or 
at depths of less than tr~e meters beneath the surface and also 
concretions of phosphorites and other minerals; 

(c) solid minerals in the ocean floor at depths of more than 
three meters from ~he surface; 

(d) ore-bearing silt and brine. 

PART II : PRINCIPLES 

THE AREA AND ITS LIMITS 

Article 2 

1. This Convention shi>ll apply to the sea-bed and qcean floor and subsoil thereof 
beyond the limits of nationol jurisdiction, hereinafter called the "Area". 

2. States Parties to this Convention shall notify the International Seabed Authority 
established pursuant to Article 21 (hereinafter called the "Authority"), of the limits 
referred to in paragraph 1 of this article defined in this Convention and determined by 
co-ordinates of latitude and longitude and shall indicate the same on appropriate large 
scale charts officially recognised by that State. 

--------------- -------------- --.---
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3. The Authority shall register and publish such notification in acco+dance with 
rules adopted by it for the purpose. 

4. Nothing in this article shall affect the validity of any agreement between States 
with respect to the establishment of limits between opposite or adjacent States. 

CCI-IMON HERITAGE OF MANKIND 

Article 3 

The Area and its resources are the common heritage of-mankind. 

NO CLAIM OR EXERCISE OF SOVEREIGNTY OR OTHER RIGHTS 

Article 4 

1. No State shall claim or exercise sovereignty or sovereign righte over any part of 
the Area or ita resources, nor shall any State or person, natural or juridical, 
appropriate any part thereof. No such claim or exercise of sovereignty or sovereign 
rights, nor such appropriation shall be recognized. 

2. States or persons, natural or juridiqal, shall claim, acquire or exercise rights 
with respect to the minerals in their raw or processed form derived from the Area 
only in accordance with the provisions of this Convention. Otherwise, no such claim, 
acquisition or exercise of rights shall be recognized. 

GENERAL CONDUCT IN THE AREA AND IN RELATION TO THE AREA 

Article 5 

States shall act in, and in relation to, the Area in accordance with the provisions 
of this Convention and the United Nations Charter in the interests of maintaining 
international peace and security and prompting international co-operation and mutual 
understanding. 

ACTIVITmS IN THE AREA 

Article 6 

Activities in the Area shall be governed by the prov~s~ons of this Convention 
and shall be subject to regulation and supervision by the Authority as provided herein. 
No such activities shall be carried out except in accordance with such regulations and 
the provisions of this Convention. 

BENEFIT OF MANKIND AS A WHOLE 

Article 7 

Activities in the Area shall be carried out for the benefit of mankind as a whole, 
irrespective of the geographical location of States, whether coastal or land-locked, 
and taking into particular consideration the interests and needs of the developing 
countries. 
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· . . .·. . : H:-_,_f;! ·, ~: -.~J-- · ..... ,: r __ · 
RESERVATION AND USE OF THE AREA EXCLUSIVELY FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES 

Article 8 

1. The· Area shatl be reserved exclusively for peaceful purposes. 

2. The Area shall be open to use exclusively for peaceful purposes by all States 
Parties, whether coastal or land-locked, without discrimination, in a~cordance with 
the provisions of this Convention, and regulations made thereunder • 

. 
GENEhAL PRD1CIPLES REGARDING ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA 

Article 9 

1. The development and use of the Area shall be undertaken in such a manner as to: 

(a) foster the healthy development of the world economy and a 
balanced growth in international trade; and 

(b) avoid or minimize any adverse effects on the revenues and 
economies of the developing countries, resulting from a substanticll 
decline in their :export earnings from minerals and other raw 
materials originating in their territory which are also derived 
from the Area, 

2. Activities in the Area shall be carried out in an efficient manner to ensure: 

(a) orderly and safe development and rational management of the 
Area and its resources; 

(b) expanding opportunities in the use thereof; 

(c) conservation and utilization of the resources of the Ares for 
optimum benefit of producers and consumers of raw materials and of 
products made from them; 

(d) equitable sharing in the benefits derived therefrom, taking .into 
particular consideration the interests and need.s of the developil"g 
countries, whether land-locked or coastal. 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

Article 10 

1, Scientific research provided for in this Convention shall be carried out 
exclusively for peaceful purposes and for the benefit of mankind as a whole. The 
Authority shall be the centre for harmonizing and co-ordinating scientific research. 

2. The Authority may itself conduct scientific research and may enter into agreements 
for that purpose. 

lj 
! 
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3. States Parties. shall promote international co-operation in scientific research in 
the Area exclusively for peaceful purposes by: 

(a) participation in international programmes and encouraging 
co-operation in scientific research by personnel of different 
countries and of the Authority; 

(b) ensuring that programmes are developed through the Authority 
for the benefit of develo'pipg countries and technologically less 
developed countries with a view to 

(i) streng<:;hE:m.:'c:o.g their researoh cepe bili ties; 

(ii) training their nationals and the personnel of the Authority 
in the techniques and applications of research; 

(iii) fostering the employment of their qualifie0. 9ereonnel in 
activities of research in the Area; 

(c) effective publication of research programmes and dissemination of 
the results of research through the Authority. 

TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY 

Article ll 

1. _The Authority and through it States Parties to this Convention shall take 
necessary measures for promoting the transfer of technology and sc.i.entific knowledge 
relating to activities in the Area so that all States benefit therefrom. In particular, 
they shall promoter 

(a) Programmes for the promotion of transfer of technology to 
developing countries with regard to activities in the Area, including, 
inter alia, facilitating the access of developing countries to patented 
and non-patented technology, under just and reasons ble condi tiona; 

(b) Measures directed towards the acceleration of domestic technology 
of developing countries and the opening of opportunities to personnel 
from developing countries for training in marine science end technology 
and their full participation in activities in the Area. 

PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

Article 12 

With respect to activities in the Area, appropriate measures shall be taken for 
the adoption and implementation of international rules, standards and procedures 
for,inter alia: 

(a) The prevention of pollution and contamination, and other hazards 
to the marine environment, including the coastline, and of interference 
with the ecological balance of the marine environment, particular 
attention being paid to the need for protection from the consequences 
of such activities as drilling, dredging, excavation, disposal of 
waste, construction and operation or maintenance of installations, 
pipelines and other devices related to such activities; 

------- ~-------~--~~--·---··----- --·--· ----------
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(b) The protection and conservation of the natural resources of the 
Area and the prevention of damage to the flora and fauna of the marine 
environment. 

PROTECTION OF HUMAN LIFE 

Article 13 

With respect to activities in the Area, the Authorit.y and States s~all take 
appropriate measures for the adoption and implementation of internatioral rules, 
standards and procedures for the protection of human life to supplement existing 
international law and any specific treaties which may be applicable, 

RIGHTS OF COASTAL STATES 

Article 14 

1. Activities in the Area, with respect to resources in the Area which lie across 
limits of national jurisdiction, shall be conducted with due regard to the rights and 
legitimate interests of any coastal State across whose jurisdiction such resources lie. 

Consul tat ions, including a system of prior notification, shall be maintained with 
the State concerned, with a view to avoiding infringement of such rightE and interests. 

2. Neither the provisions of this Convention nor any rights granted or exercised 
pursuant thereto shall affect the rights of coastal States to take such measures in 
accordance with applicable principles of international law as may be necessary to 
prevent, mitigate or eliminate grave and imminent danger to their coastlines or 
related interests from pollution or threat thereof or from other hazardous occurrences 
resulting from or caused by any activities in the Area. 

LEGAL STATUS OF THE SUPERJACENT WATERS AND AIRSPACE 

Article 15 

Neither the provisions of this Convention nor any rights granted or exercised 
pursuant thereto shall affect the legal status of the waters superjacent to the Area or 
that of the airspace above those waters. 

ACCOMMODATION OF ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA AND IN THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

Article 16 

1. Activities in the Area shall be carried out with reasonable regard for other 
activitie~ in the marine environment. 

2. Stationary and mobile installations relating to the conduct of activities in the 
Area shall be subject to the following condi tiona: 

(i) Such installations shall be erected, emplaced and removed solely· 
in accordance with the provisions of this Convention and subject to 
rules and regulations prescribed by the Authority. The erection, 
emplacement and r3moval of such installations shall be the subject of 
timely notification through Notices to Mariners or other generally 
recognized means of notification; 

(ii) Such installations shall not be located in the Area where they 
may obstruct passace through sea lanes .of vital importance for 
international shipping or in areas of intense fishing activity; 

fo 
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(iii) Safety zones shall be established around such installations with 
aprropriate markings to ensure the safety both of the installEtions 
themselves and of shipping. The configuration and location ot such 
safety zones shall not be such as tn form a belt impeding the lawful 
access of shipping to particular maritime zones or navigation along 
international sea lanes; 

(iv) Such instdlations shall be used l:clusively for peeceful purposes; 

( v) Such ins'tallations shall not possess the status of islands. They 
shall have no territo~al sea, nor shall their presence affect the 
determination 0f territorial or jurisdictional limits of any kind. 

3. Other activities in the marine environment shall be conducted with reasonable 
regard for activities in the Area. 

RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE CCJ>!PLIANCE AND Ii:U.:BII.ITY FCR DAMAGE 

Article 17 

1. Every State sh~ll have the responsibility to ensure that activities in the Area, 
whether undertaken by governmental agencies, or non-governmental entities or persons 
under its juridiction, or acting on its behalf, shall be carried out in conformity 
with the provisions of this Convention. The same responsibility applies to 
international organizations and their members for activities in the Area undertaken 
by such organizations or on their behalf. Damage caused by such activities shall 
entail liability on the part of the State or international organization concerned, in 
respect of activities which it undertakes itself or authorizes. 

2. A group of States or a group of international organizatio<s, acting together 
shall be jointly and severally responsible under these articles. 

3. Every State shall take appropriate measures to ensure that th~ responsibility 
provided. far in paragraph 1 of this article shall apply mutatis mutandis to 
international organizations, of which it is a member. 

PARTICIPATION OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, INCLUDING LAND-LOCKED 
AND OTHER GEOGRAPHICA .LY DISADVANTAGED ~l'ATES 

Article 18 

Participation in the activities in the Area of developing countries, including 
the land-locked and other geographically disadvantaged States among them, shall be 
promoted, having due regard to their special needs and interests. 

'7 
/ 
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ARCHAELOGICAL AND HISTORICAL OBJECTS 

Article 19 

l. All objects of an archaelogical and historical nature found in the Area shall be 
preserved or disposed of by the Authority for the benefit of the international 
community a~ ;:~.whole; particular regard be1ng paid to t~e preferential rights of the 
State of count:cy of 0rigin, or the State of ;ul tural origin, c · the State of 
r~storical and archaelogical origin. 

2. The recove:cy and dispo&Gl cf 'wrecks and their contents more than 50 years old 
found in the Area shall be subject to regulation by the Authority without prejudice 
to the .-rights of the .>wner thereof. 

3. Any dispute with regard to a preferential right under paragraph 1 or a right of 
ownership under paragraph 2, shall, on the application of either party, be subject to 
the procedure for settlement of disputes provided for in this Convention. 

/ 
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PART II: THE INTEilll"ATIONAL SEA-BED AUTHORITY 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL SEA-BED AUTHORITY 

Article 20 

1. There is hereby established the International Sea-bed Authority which shall 
function in accordance ~lith the provisions of this Convention. 

2, All States Parties to this Convention are members of the Luthority. 

3. The seat of the Author1ty shall be at Jamaica. 

4. The Authority may establish such regional centres or offices 1.s it deems necessary 
for the performance of its functions. 

NATURE .HUl FUNDAl1El:fTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE FUNCTTJNDJ'G 'JF THE AUTHORrrY 

Article 21 

1. The Authority is the organisation through which States Parties shall administer 
the Area, manage its resources and control the activities of the area in accordance 
with the provisions of this Convention. 

2. The Authority is based on the principle of the sovereign equality of all of its 
Members. 

3. All Members, in order to ensure to all of them the rights ~d benefits resulting 
from membership, shall fulfil in good faith the obligations assumed by them in 
<t;::cordance \-lith this Convention. 

FUNCTIONS OF TIIE AUTHORITY 

Article 22 

1. Activities in the Area shall be conducted directly by the Authority. 

·2. The Authority .nay, if it considers it appropriate, and 1-:~thin the limits it may 
determine, carry out activities in the Area or any stage thereof through States P<trties 
to this Convention, or State enterprises, or persons natural or juridical 1-1hich 
possess the nationality of such States or are effectively controlled by them or their 
nationals, or any group of the foregoing, by entering into service contracts, or joint 
ventures or any other such form of association vrhich ensures this di:.-ect and 
effective control at all times over such activities. 

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) of this article and in 
order to promote earliest possible commencement of activitie; in the area, the 
Authority, through the Council shall: 

(i) identify as early ao practic:ublc after coming into force of this 
Convention ten economically viable mining sites in the Area for exploration 
and exploitation of no more than ••• (oize, etc,); 
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(ii) enter into joint ventures in respect of these sites 1.dth States Parties 
to this Convention or State-enterprises or persons r.atural and juridical 1.ofhich 
possess the nationality of such States or are effectively controlled by them or 
their nationals or any group of the foregoing. Such joint ventures shall be 
subject to the conditions of exploration and exploitation established by and under 
this Convention and shall ahra;ys ensure the direct and effective control of the 
Authority at all times. 

4. In entering into such j•'"Jll"t ventures ccs provided for in ,Jara. 3 (ii) of this 
article, the Authority may decide on the basis of available data to reserve certain 
portions of the mining sites foT its 01.m further exploitation, 

Article 23 

1. In the exercise of its functions the Authority shall t,o.k'.'' 'J!pc,sures pursuant to 
this Conve."ltion to promote nnd encourage activities in the. A:::-ea 0.11d to secure the 
maxinrum financial and other benefit from them. 

2. The Authority shall avoid discrimination in the granting of opportunities for 
such activities and shall, in the implementation of its p01.·1ers, ensure that all rights 
granted pursuant to this Convention are fully safeguarded, Special considerati_on by 
the Authority under this Convention for the interests and needs of,the.-devel~pir!g 
countries, and particularly the land-locked among them, shall not be deemed to be 
discrimination. 

3. The Authority shall ensure the equitable sharing by States in the benefits derived 
from activities in the Area, taking into particular consideration the interests and 
needs of the developing col.intries whether coastal or land-locked. 

ORGANS OF THE WTHORITY 

Article 24 

1. There are established as the principal organs of the Authority an Assembly, 
a Council, a Tribunal, an Enterprise and a Secretariat. 

2. Such subsidia::.' organs as ma;y be foun'' necessary ma;y be stablished in accordance 
with this· Conventivn. 

j'JIE ASSE1,IBLY 

Article.25 

1. The Lssembly shall consist of all ,the Members of the Authority. 

2, The Assembly shall meet in regular session every tuo years and in such special 
sessions as may be dete~~ned by the Assembly, or convened by the Secretary General at 
the request of the Council or of a majority of the:Hembers of the Authority, 

/) 
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3· Sessions shall take place at the seat of the Authority unless othe~Jise 
determinr-'l by the Assembly. At such sessions, each member shall have one 
representative who may be accomFanied by alternates and advisers. 

4. The Assembly shall elect its President and such other officers as may be required 
at the beginning of £-ach session. They shall hold office until the nmJ President and 
other officers are elected at the next follo~1ing session. 

5· Each Nember of the Assembly shall have one vote. 

6. All decisions on q~J.0st'oru3 of substance and the question Hhether a question is 
one of substance or proc:c>':·;-Tc' 1 shall be made by a hJO-thirds majority of the Members 
present and voting, provo : ,_d that such majority shall include at least a majority of 
the Members of the Author:...ty. Decisions on other questions sha.11 be made by a 

maJority of the Membero present and voting. 

7. A majority of the_ Members of the J,ssembly shall const.~t'J.-"c. a. quorum. 

8. Upon a viTi tten request to the President supported by not less ~han one-third of 
the Members of the A!Osembly, a vote on any matter before ;;he Assembly shall be 
deferred pending reference to the Tribunal for an Advisory Opinion on any legal question 
connected there\-lith. Voting on such matter shall be stayed pending delivery of the 
Tribunal's Advisory Opinion, or for a period of six months from the receipt of the 

request, uhichever is earlier. 

P0\4ERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE ASSEMBLY 

Article 26 

1. The Assembly shall be the supreme policy-making organ of the Authority. It shall 
have the power to lay dm-m general guidelines and issue directions of a general 
character as to the policy to be pursued by the Council or other or~ans of the 
Authority on any questions or matters -,1ithin the scope of this Convention. It may 
also discuss any questions or any matters >Jithin the scope of this Convention and make 

recommendations ther3on. 

2. In addition, the powers and functions of the Assembly shall include: 

(i) Election of the members of the Council in accordance ui th article 28; 

(ii) Appointment upon the recommendation of the Council, of the members of the 
Tribunal and of the Governing Board of the Enterprise; 

(iii) Establishment, as appropriate, of such subsidial~ organs as may be found 
necessary for the performance of its functions in accordance \-lith the provisions 

of this Convention; 

(iv) Assessment of the contributions of Parties to this Convention as necessary 
for meeting the administrative budget of the Authority; 

I , 
- I J ! 
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(v) Adoption of the financial reeulations of the Authority, including rules 
on bC'lrroving;: · : 

("Yi) .lpproval of the budset of the Aut~1ority on ita submission by the Council; 

{vii) Adoption of its rules of procedure; 

(viii) Request and consideration of 8J:H3cial reports from the Council and from 
the o';her organs of the Authority on any matter within the scope of this 
ConventionJ 

(ix) Studies and :reco~eodat.i.ons for the purposE: of promoting international 
co-operation conce:rni.TJ.g activities in the Area and encouraging the progressive 
development of international la~r relating thereto and · its codification; 

(x) Adoption of criteria, ruleo, regulations and procedures, fer the equitable 
sharing of benefits derived from the Area and its resources, taking into special 
account the interests and needs of the developing countries, vrhether coastal or 
land-locked; · 

(xi) Consideration of problems arising from States in connexion with activities in 
the Area, from the land-locked or otherwise geographically disadventages location 
of some of them and to recommend basic suidelines for appropriate action. 

'· The po~1ers and functions of the Authority not specifically ent:rusted to other 
organs of the Authority shall be vested in the Assembly. 

THE COUNCIL 

Article 27 

· ·1. The Council shall consist of '6 Members of the Authority elected by the Assembly; 
24 to be elected in ace?rdance with the principle of equitable geographical 
representation and 12 with a. view to representation of special interests, taking 
into account the principle of equitable geographical representation, the election to 
take place in the following order: 

(a) Six Members with substantial investment in, or possessing adn:nced teclmologr 
which is being used for, the exploration of the Lrea and the exploitation of its 
resources, and :f.iembers which are major importers of landbased minerals l·rhich are also 
produced from the resources of the Area, provided only that at the first election at 
least one of these six members shall be from the Eastern (Socialis~) European region. 

{b) Six Members from among the developing countries, one being drawn from each . 
of the following cateeories: 

(1) States which arc exporters of landbascd minerals which ma;y also be produced 
from the resources of the Area; 
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(ii) States 'lo7hioh are importers of the minerals referred to in sub-paragraph (i}; 

(~ i) States with large propulations; 

(iv) Land-loCked States; 

(v} Geographical~ diseAvantaged States; 

(vi) Least developed countries. 

(c) Tuenty-four Members in accordance with the principle of equitable 
geographicnl representation. For thia \lurpose, the geogr~hical regions shall be 
Africa, Lsia, Eastern Europe, (Socialist), Latin l.merica. and "We stem Europe and 
others". 

2. Elections shall take plo.ce at regular sessions of the Assembly, and each member 
of the Council shall ·be elected for a term of 4 years. In the firs-t election of members 
of the Council, however, eighteen members shall be chosen for a period of two years. 

3. Members shall be eligible for re-election' but due regard should, a~ a. rule, be 
paid to the desirability of rotating seats. 

4. The Council shall function at the seat of the Authority, and shall meet as often 
as the business of tne i.uthority may require, but not less than three times a year. 

5. Each member of the Council shall have one vote. 

6. Decisions on important questions shall be made by a t\to-thi:rds plus one me.Jo:rity 
of the members present end vot.ing. The decision on an issue as to whether or· not a matter 
is en iiJ!portant question shall be taken by a two-thirds majority. Decisions on other 
QUestions shall be decided by a majority of the members present and vot.ing. 

7, The Council shall establish a procedure whereby a Member of the Authority not 
represented on the Council ms3 send a representative to attend a meeting of the 
CoWlcil when a request is made by such Member, or a matter particularly affecting it 
is lUlder consideration. Such a representative shall be entitled to participate in 
the deliberations but not to vote. 

PO\'IERS l..ND FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCIL 

J.rticle 28 

The Council shall be the executive organ of the Authority. It shall exPrcise the 
powers and perfozm the functi.>ns entrusted to it by this Convention. In exercising 
such powers and performing such functions the Com1cil shall act in a manner consistent 
with pneral guidelines and policy directions laid down by the Assembly. 

The Com1cil shall: 

(l} Supervise and coordin.ate the implementation of the provisions of this 
Convention and, whenever it deems it appropriate, invite the attention of 
the Assembly to cases of non-compliance; 

I 
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'j · ) P commend to the Assembly candidates for appointment to the Tribunal and 
to the Governing :Board of the Ente:tprise; 

(iii) Establish, ae appropriate and with due reprO. to economy and efficiency, 
in addition to the CPmmdssions provided for in article 30, such subsidiary organs 
ae may , } found necessarJ for the perfo:rmance of .its .i'unctions in accordance 
with the provisions of this Convention. In the composition of such subsidiary 
orgsr. ' due rebfU'd shall be paid not only to the need for 1-iembers highly qualified 
and competent in the relevant technical matters which may arise in such organs 
but also to special into~aete and the principle of equitable geographical 
distribution; 

(iv) Adopt its :rul&ll'. of procedure; 

( v) Enter into ft&l"CE!IIle!'lta \tith the United Nati:>no or other int"er-8Qve:mm.ental 
organisationa on behalf of the Authority, subject to approval by the Assembly; . . 
(Yi) Transmit annually to the Assembly a schedule for apportioJU!lent of benefits 
derived £rom activities in the l..rea on the basis of criteria and rules adopted 
by the Assembly pursuant to aub-pa.ra.greph l(:x) of Article 26 ; 

(vii) Transmit to the Assembly the reports of the Enterprise; 

(viii) Transmit to the Assembly s.nnual reports nna such special reports as the 
Assembly may request; 

(i:x) Approve and supervise the carrying out of a.qtivities in the Area by the 
Bnte:tprise; 

(z) ApproYe on behalf of the Authority contracts for the conduct of activities 
in the Ar9a and exercise direct and effective control over the activities in the 
AreaJ 

(xi) Adopt, upon the recommendation of the Economic Planning Commission, 
programmes or measures to avoid or minim:lze adverse effects on the revenues of 
developing countries derived from the export of mirierale and other prpducts 
originating in their territories which are also derived from the resources of the 
Area. The Council shall ensure that developing countrie~; importere of minerals 
or other products derived from the resources of the Area shall be given 
preferential access or favourable terms to such minerals and products, 

(:tii) Adopt, on the reco11111endatJ.on of the Technical COJIIIlission, rules, regulations 
and procedures and aw amendments thereto concerning: 

(a) technical, operational and finanCial me.tters relatin8 to activities in the 
Area in accordance with the Daeic Conditions annexed to this Convention; 

(b) protection of human life and health; 

(c) P.rotection and preservation of the marine environment; 

J~ 
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(d) discovery, identification, protection, acquisition and diSposal of objects 
of archaeolocical and historical interest found in the Area; 

(:'!) any other matters \Tithin the scope of the powers and functions of the 
Council. 

(xiii) Arrange for and revieu the collection of all pa,yments to be made by or 
to the Attthority in connexion with op•:l'f.'.tiona pursuant to this Convention; 

(xiv) Hake recommendations to the L'lsembly on the matters specified in 
subparagraph (ii) of p~·ag:r<>..ph l or !.rticle 25 end Article 721 and, as 
appropriate, on any other me.tter uithin the s<ope of tht: functions of the 
Council; 

(xv) Eaka roeomm.enO.ations tc States concernin8' t!u; poli ciee and measures required 
to give effect to the principlec of thia Convention; 

{xvi) Make recommendations to the i•ssembly concerr:.ing suspension of the 
privileges and rights of membership for gross and persistent violations of the 
provisions of this ~onvention. 

ORGIJIS OF THE COUNCIL 

Article 29 

1. There are hereby established as organa of the Council an Economic Pianning 
Cominission1 and a Technical Commissivn each of t~hich shall be composed of fifteen 
members appointed by the Council uith due regard to not only the need for Members 
highly qualified and' competent in the technical matters t·thich may arise in such organs 
but also to special interests and the principle of equitable geo~aphical distribution. 

2. The Council shall invite States Parties to this Convention to submit nominations 
for Appointment to each commission. 

3. Appointment to each commission shall take place not less than sirty d~s before 
the end of a calendar year and the members of a commission shal~ hold office from the 
commencement of the. next calendar year fol:owing their appointment until the end of 
the third calendar ::eo.r thereafter. The first appointme~ts to a commission, ho"ever, 
shall toke place not less than thirty days after the entry into force of this 
Convention, and those so appointed shall hold office until the end of the calendar 
year next folloving the year of their appointment. 

4. In the event o~ the death, incapacity or resignation of a member of a commission 
prior to the expiry of his term of office~ the Council shall appoint a member from the 
same area or intere&Jt who shall hold office for the remainder of the previous member 1 s 
term. 

5. The Council t~hall appoint to the comiasion persons of high moral character who 
may be relied upon to exercise independent judsment. They shall serve in their 
individual capacity and shall receive such regular remuneration f~~m the Authority 
as the Council shall from time to time determine. Members of a cc!lllllission shall be 
eligible for re-appointment for one further term of office. 

I 

-------
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6. Ea.ch ccillll!lission shall e.ppoint its chairman and t\To vice-chai:rmen who shall hole 
office for one year. 

1. The Council shall approve, on the recommendation of a commission, such rules end 
regulations as may be necessaxy for the efficient conduct of the fUnctions o~ the 
commission. 

8. Decisions shall bP. by a 2/3 majority of memberE of the commission. 

9. Each cOJIIclllission shall function at the seat of the Authority and shall meet as 
often as shall be required for the efficient perforv~ce of its functions. 

THE ECONOMIC PLANNING C~!ISSION 

J.:rticle 30 

1. Hembers of tl!.e Economic Planning Commission shall have appropriate qualifications 
and experience :relev&lt to mining ~nd the management of mineral resource activities, 
and intemational trade and finance. 

2. T:•e Economic Planning Commission, in consultation 'ldth the competent organs of 
the United Nations and the specia:i zed agencies, shall review ·&he trends of, and 
factors affecting, supply, demand and prices of raw materials which may be obtained 
from the Area Dnd, bearing in mind the interests of both consuming and lmd-based 
mineral producing countries, and in particular the developing countries among them, 
make recommendations to the Council ,on programmes and measures \dth respect to the 
implementation of Article 22 of this Convention and in particular: 

(a) Schedules of the extent of the Area or the volume of its resources which 
would be made available for exploitation; and 

(b) Appropriate progranunes or measures, including integrated commodity 
arrangements and buffer stock arrangements, to avoid · or minimize a.! verse 
effects on developing countries \'Those economies substantially deprnd on the 
revenues derived from the export of minerals and other rau materials 
oriBinating in their territories which are also derived from the resources 
of the Area under exploitation taking into account all sources of these minerals 
and raw materials. 

3. The Commission shall advise the Council in the exercise of the Council's economic 
plannin4r fUnctions and make such special studiee and. reports on these: .f1unctioos as:'nre;r 
be required by the Council from time to ti.ine, 

4. A:rJ¥ State Party to this Convention \·!hose economy substantially depends on the 
export of minerals and other products originating in its territory \-lhich are also 
derived from .minerals under exploitation i n the Area mey bring to the attention of 
the Economic Planning Commission a situation uhich is likely to lead to a substantial 
decline in its mineral export eaminss• The Commission shall forthwith investigate 
this situation and shall make recommendations, in consultation ,.,ith part"ies to this 
Convention and :with the competant inter-govemmental organizations to ·~he Council in 
aceo:rdance uith paragraph 2 .of this article, 
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1. Members of.the Technical Commission shall have appropriate qualifications and 
experience in the management of sea-bed resources, ocean and marine engineering and 
mining and mineral processing technology and practices, operationg of related marine 
installations, equipment and devices, ocean and environmental sciences and maritime 
safety, accounting and actuarial techniques. 

2. The Technical Comm sion shall: 

(i) Formulate and submit to the Council the technical and OJ•erstional rules, 
resulations and procedures ~eferred to in paragraph (xiii) ':Jf Article 27; 

(ii) Keep su(,h rules, resulations and procedures unde:r :.·eview and recommend 
to the Council from time to time such amendments thereto as it Dla\f deem 
necessary or desirable; 

(iii) Make recommendations to the Council with regard to the carrying out of 
the Authority's functions vith respect to scientific research and transfer of 
technology; 

(iv) Prepare special studies and reports at the request of the Council; 

(v) Prepare assessments of the environmental implications of activities in the 
area and consider and evaluate these implications before recommending the rules, 
resulations and procedures referred to in sub-paragraph (i) of this paragraph; 

(vi) Supervise, on a regular basis, all operations with respect to activities 
in the .Arsa, \!here appropriate 1n consultation and collaboration with any entity 
carrying out such activities or State or States concerned·; 

(vii) Notify the Councii of any cases. of failure to comply with the provisions 
of the present Convention, the rules, regulations and procedures prescribed 
thereunder and the terms and conditions of a contract, and make recODIIIendatians 
to the Council \·lith respect to measures to be taken in that regaxd. · 

THE TRIBUNAL 

Article 32 

1. The Trib'W'lal shall have jurisdiction ui th respect to: 

(a) ~ dispute relating to the intezpretation or application of this 
Convention; Wld 

(b) ~ dispute connected tilth the subject matter of this Convention and 
submitted to it pursuant to a contract or &rr8Jl8f'Jnent enters? il1to pursuant 
to this.Convention. 
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2. "' e Tribunal shall exercise all polfers and perform all !'unctions referred to under 
articles 57, 58, 60, 61, 62 and 63. 

3. The Tribunal shall be composed of a body of independent judges, elected 
regardless of their nationality from among persons of high moral character, who 
possess the nualifications required in their respective countries for appointment 
to the highest judicial offices, or are jurisconsultants of recognized competence 
in lau of thg sea matters and other areas of international .l.al·T. 

The Tribunal shall cons ~• of nine judges, five of \-lhom shall com.titute a 
,lucrum. 

5. Hembers of the Tribunal shall be appointed by the Assembly ::>D the recOI!II!Icndation 
of the Council from among candidates nominated by States Pa...-tiec to this Convention. 
In appointing members of the Tribunal due regard shall be pe,l.' t' the importance 
of assuring representation on the Tribunal of the principal hgal systems of the 
"'orld, 

6. l!embers of the Tri">unal hold office for five years and may be reappointed for one 
further term; provided that the termn of the four judges elected at the first election 
shall expire at the end of three years. 

7. The Members of the Tribunal unless romoved in e.ccordance with paragraph 9 shall 
continue to discharge their duties until their places have been filled. Though 
replaced, they shall finish any cMes r!hich they m~ have begun. 

8. Upon the occurrence of a vacancy in the Tribunal, the Council shE'll appoint a 
successor who shall hold office for the remainder of his predecessor's term, subject 
to the approval of the l.ssembly at its next l"egular session. 

9· A member of the Tribunal mqy be removed from office by the Assembly, on the 
unanimous recoDDDendation of the other members of the Tribunal and the approval of 
the Council. 

10. The Tribunal shall establish its rules of procedure, elect its President 
annually, appoint a Registrar and such staff as may be necessary for the efficient 
discharge of 1ts !'unctions. Th~ salarier. and emoluments an.1 terms of service of 
members of the 'l'ribunal, end of its Registrar and staff, shall be dete:rmined by the 
Council. 

Article 33 

The Tribunal shall decide all disputes relating to the interpretation and 
application of this Par+., the rules, regulations and procedures prescribed thereunder 
and the terms and conditions of any contracts entered into by the .Authority Hhich have 
been submitted to it, and shall render advisory opinions on the request of any organ 
of the Authority or as otherldoe specifically provided in this Part. 

( 
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Nothing in the foregoing articles shall prevent Members of the Authority from 
settling their disputes by any other means prescribed by Article 57 of this 
Convention. 

THE ENTERPRISE 

Article )5 

1. The Enterprise shall be the organ of the Authority \lhich shall, subject to the 
general policy di:l'ections and supervision of the Council, undertake the prepare.tion 
and execution of activities ·of the .Authority in the Area., pursuant to Article 22. 
In the exercise of its functionr;:;, it may enter into approprie.te agreements on behalf 
of the Authority. 

2. The Enterprise shall have intemational legal personality and such legal capacity 
as ~ be necees~ for the performance of its fu.~ctions and the filfilment of its 
purposes. The Enterprise shall function in accordance with the Statute set forth in 
Annex • • • to this Convention, and shall in all respects be govemed by the 
provisions of this Convention. Appointment of the :f.1embers of the Coveming Board 
under article 26 (ii) of this Convention shall be made on the basis of equal . 
repreoentation of all geographical regions enumerated in article 27 (1) lc) and in 
accordance with the :provisions of the Statute set forth in Annex II to this Convention. 

) • Members of the Authority are ipso facto parties to the Statute of the Enterprise. 

4, The Enterprl.se shall have its principal place of business at the seat of the 
Authority. 

THE SECRETARIAT 

J.rticle )6 

The Secretariat shall comprise a Secretary-General and such staff as the 
Authority may require. The Secretary-General shall be appoided by the .Assemb~ 
upon the recommendation of the Council. I shall be the chi• f ·administrative officer 
of the Authority. 

Article )7 

The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity in all meetinge of the Assembly 
and of the Cotmc.il, and of any subsidiary organs established by ~hem, and shall 
perfo:m such other functions as are entrusted to him by any organ of the Authority. 
The Secretary-General shall make an annual report to the Assembly on the work of the 
Ol'gNJinat3on. 

I 7J 

--------------------·------------ -----
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Article 36 

1. 'l'he staff of the Authority shall include such qualified scientific and technical 
and other personnel as m~ be required to .fUlfil the objective and fUnctions of the 
J. hority. The Authority shall be guided by the principle that its permanent staff 

suall be kept to a minimum· 

2. The puamount .. onsideration in the re<.:uitment end emplo: .nent of the staff and 
in the determination of their conditions of service shall be to secure employees of 
the highest standards of efficiency, competence and integrity. Subject +io this 
consideration, due regard shall be paid to the importance of recruiting ste.ff on as 

\·1ide a geographical basis as poa6ible. 

; . The staff shall be appointed by the Secretary-General· The terms and conditions 
on which the ataff aha.ll be appointed, remuilerated and disliliased shall be in accordance 
with regulations maC.e by the Council, and to general rules approved by -t;he Assembly on 

the recommendation of the Council. 

.Article 39 

In the peformance of their dutien, the Secretary-General and the staff shall not 
seek or receive instructions from any government or from any other source external to 
the Authority. They shall refrain from any action which mi~1t reflect on their 
position as internat~onal officials of the Authority responsible only to the Authority. 
They shall have no financial interest Yhatsoever in &1Y activity re~atir.g to 
exploration and exploitation in the Area. Subject to their responeibi1ities to the 
Authority, they shall not disclose ~ny industrial secret or data declared by the 
Authority to be p~prietury or other confidential information coming to their 
knowledge by reason of their official duties for the Authority. Each' Party to this 
Convention undertakes to respect the exclusively international character uf the 
responsibilities of the Secretar,y-General ~nd the staff and not to seek to influence 
them in the discharge of their responsibilities. 

Article 40 

1. The Authority shall, as necessary, establish a staff of inspectors. The staff 
of inspectors shal1 have the responsibility of examining all ~- c~ivities in the Area to 
determine '~hcther the provicions of this C-:mvention, the rule::;, regulations and 
procedures prescribed thereunder, and the terms and conditions of any contract with 
the Authority pursuant to this Convention are being complied with. 

2. The inspectors shaH report any non-compliance to the Secretar,y-General. The 
Secretary-General shall immediately notify the Chairmen of the Council and of the 

Technical Commission. 
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1. The Secret~~r,T-General ma;y send into the territory of a party to this Convention 
and into the Area and any installation established therein, inspectors after 
consultc>.tion with ·::he parties· concerned. The inspectors shall have access at all 
times tc. all places and data and to any person who deale ltith a:ny activity in the 
Area pursuant to this Convention, and to any books of account and records kspt with 
respect to such activity. 

2. Inspectors shall, upon request made to the Secretary-General, be accompanied by 
representatives of any State Party to this Convention and any party involved, 
provided that the inspectors shall not thereby be delqed or otherwise :impeded in the 
exercise of thei~ fUnctions. 

I 
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PART III: FINANCE 

Article 42 

The Assembly shall establish the General Fund of the Authority. 

All receipts of the Authority arising from activities in the Area, including 
any excess of reve:ues of the Enterprise over its expenses an-1 costs in such · 
proporti<>n as the Council shall determine shall be paid into the General. Fund. 

Article 43 

The Council shall !!1. .l!l.l t to the Assembly annual bud8et estimates for the 
expenses of the Authori~~ To facilitate the work of the Council in this regard, 
the Secretar,y-General shall initi~ly prepare the budget eetimatas. If the Assembly 
does not approve the estimates, it shall return them together ~ith its recommendations, 
to the Council. The Council shall then submit further estilr.atea to ';he Assembly for 
1 ts approval. 

Article 44 

1. Expenses of the Authorit,r comprise: 

(a) administrative expenses, which shall include costs of the staff of the 
Authority, costs of meetings, and expenditure on account of the functioning 
of the organs of the Authority; 

(b) expenses not included in the foregoing, incurred by the Authority in 
carrying out the functions entrusted to it under this Convention; and 

(c) the expenditure of' the Enterprise, to the extent that it cannot be met 
out of the Enterprise's Ovnl revenues and other receipts. 

2. The expenses referred to in paragraph 1 or this article shall be met to an 
extent to be determin&d by the Assembly on the recommendation of the Council, out 
of the General. Fund, the balance of such expenses to be met out or contributions 
by members of the Anthori ty in accordance v:!. th a scale of assessment adopted by the 
Assembly pursuant to the sub-paragraph l(iv) of Article 25. 

Article 45 

1. Any excess of revenues of the Authority over its expenses and costs to an 
extent determined by the Council, all payments received pursuant to Article 43 of 
this Convention and any volun~r,y contributions made by States Parties to this 
Convention shall be credited to a Special Fund. 

2. Amounts in the Special Fund shall be apportioned and made available equitably 
in such manner and in such currencies, and otherwise in accordance wl th criteria, 
rules, regulations and procedures adopted by the Assembly pursuant to sub-paragraph l(x) 
of Article 25. 

/ -
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Subject to such limitations as may be approved by the Assembly in the financial 
re!Ulations adopted by it pursuant to sub-paragraph l{vi) of Article 25, the Council 
may e:xerci se borrowing powers on behalf of the Authority without, however, imposing 
on member~ of the Authority any liability in respect of loans enterad into pursuant 
to this paragraph, and accept voluntary contributions made to the t.uthority. 

Article 47 

The records, books and accounts of the Authority, including its annual financial 
statements, shell be S'Jbjeot to an annual audit by a recognized independent auditor. 

3TA•-riJS1 IMl'lUNITlES AND PRIVIlEGES 

Article 43 

The Authority shall have full internaiional legal personalit,y, and such legal 
capacity as may be necess'i.U'Y for the exercise of its functions and the fulfilment of 
its purpose. 

Article 49 

To enable the A'lthority to fulfil its func tiona it shall enjoy in the territory 
of each State Party to this Convent~on, the immunities and privileges set forth 
h#j~i n a:xnept as r~"Ovln Pn in nnnex • • • tc- thiR Convent.iC'n with respect to operations 
of the· En tou·p.r i scl. 

Article 50 

The Authority, its property and assets, shall enjo,y in the territory of each 
State Party to this Convention, immunity from lesal pr0cess, except when the Authority 
wai~es its immunity. 

-
Article 51 

The property and assets of the Authority, ~rhereeoever located cl.lld by whomsoever 
held, shall be immur,-.J from aearch, requisition, confiscation, expropriation or any 
other form of seizurP- by executive or legislative action. 

Article 52 

· All property and assetn of the Authority shall be free from restrictions, regula tiotts, 
controls and moratoria of any nature. 

Article 53 

The President and members of the Assembly, the Chairman and members of the 
Council, members of any orlf.lll of the Assembly, or the Council, and mt~mbers of the 
Tribunal, and the Secretary-General and staff of the ·Authority, shall enjoy in the 
territory of each member State: 
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(a) nmnunit,y from legal process with respect to acta performed b,y them in 
the e:Yercise of their functions, e:xcept when the Authority waives this 
immunity; 

(b) N0t beiOg local nationals, the a~e immunities from immigration 
restrietions, alien registration requirements and national service obligations, 
the Sall!3 facilitieS as reearcis e:xchange restrictions and the same treatment 
in respect of · ravelling facilities ae are accorded by Shtes Parties to this 
Convention to the representatives, offi.;:ials and employees of comparable rank 
of other States Parties. 

..A::rticle 54 

Tho provisions or the preceding article shall apply to persons appearizlB in 
proceeditl«s before the 1'ri'ounal as parties, agents, counsel, advocRtes, witnesses 
or experts; provided, however, that sub-paragraph (b) thereof shall apply only in 
oonne:xion with their travel to and from, and their stay at, the place where the 
proceedings are held. 

Article 55 

1. The archives of the Authority shall be inviolable, wherever they ruq be. 

2. All proprietary data, industrial secrets or similar information and all 
personnel records shall not be placed in archives o~n to public inspection. 

}. \ofith regard to its official communications, the Authority shall be accorded 
by each State Party to this Convention treatment no lese favourable than that 
accorded to other international orcranizations. 

Article 56 

1. 'l!le Authority, its assets, property and income, and its operations and 
transactions authorized by ~his Convention, shall be exempt from all taxation and 
customs duties. The Authority shall also be exempt from liability for the 
collection or payment or any taxes or customs duties. 

2. E:xcept in the case of local nationals, no ta:x shall be levied on rr in respect 
of e:xpense allowances paid by the Authority to the President or member'3 of the 
Assembly, or in respect of salaries, expense allowances or other emoluments paid 
b,y the Authority to the Chairman and members of the Council, members of the Tribunal, 
members of any organ of the Assembly or of the Council and the Secretary-General and 
staff or the Authority. 

SETTLEMF.NT <F DISPUTES 

Article 57 

When a dispute falling within article }2 of this Convention has arisen between 
States Parties to this Convention, or between such State Party and a national or 
another State Party, or between nationals of different States Parties, or between 
a State Party or a national of a State Party and the Authority or the Enterprise, 
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the parties to the dispute shall first seek a solution through consultation, 
negotiation, conciliation or other such means of their own choice. If the dispute 
has not been resolved within one month of its commencement, any pa~ty to the dispute 
may institute proceedings before the Tribunal, unless the parties agree to submit 
the dispute to arbitration pursuant to article 6~ of this Convention. 

Article 58 

1. Any State Party to this Convention which questions the legality of measures 
taken by the Council, or of any organ of the Council or the Assembly on grounds of 
a violation of this Convention, lack of jurisdiction, infrinsement of any fundamental 
rule of procedure or ~i~ se of power, may bring the matte~ before the Tribunal. 

2. The prcceedings provided for in this article shall be instituted within one 
month of either the date of publication of the decision concerned of its notification 
to the complainant, or of the date on which he became ~wa~ of it. 

~. If the Tribunal considers the complaint well-founded, it shall declare the 
decision concerned to be void, and shall determine what meast:.res si.lB.ll be taken to 
redress any darna.ge caused. 

Article 59 

1. Judsements and orders of the Tribunal shall be final and binding. They shall 
be enforceable in the territories of Members of the Authority in the same way as 
judgments or orders of the highest court of that Member State. 

2. If a Member 'of the Authority fails to perform its obligations under a judgment 
rendered by the Tribunal, the other party or parties to the dispute may bring the 
matter before the Council which shall decide upon measures to be taken to gi ve effect 
to the judgment. · 

Article 60 

1. At any time after it is seized of the dispute, the Tribunal may, if it considers 
that the circ~tances eo require, order provisional meoeures for the purpose of 
preserving the respective rights or the pa~ties, or preventing serious harm to the 
marine environment. 

2. A party to the dispute dir6ctly affected by such provisional measures may 
request their immediate review. The Tribunal shall promptly undertake such review 
and confirm or suspend its order. 

Article 61 

1. The Tribunal may seek the opinion of any or san of the Council regarding an 
issue falling within its competence. 

2. The Tribunal shall decide whether proceedings shall be suspended until the 
opinion sought has been made available. 
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Article 62 

Any organ of the Authority may request the Tribunal to give an advisory opinion 
on any legal queetion connected with the subject matter of this Convention. 

Article 63 

1. If the partieE to a dispute so agree, rursuant to Articl · 57, they shall submit 
the dispute to an Arbitratio~ C~~ission. The Arbitretion Commission shall be 
composed of three member~. Each party to the dispute· shall appoint one member to 
the Commission, while the third ill9mber, who shall be the .Chahm:m, shall be chosen 
in common agreement betwaen t he parties. If the parties fail to agree on the 
deeignation of the third mei'Jbtr within a period of one month, the third member shall 
be appointed by the President of the Tribunal. In case any of the parties fail to 
!l',ake an appointment within a period of one month the President of the Trib'.Ul8l shall 
fill the remaini~ vacancy or vacancies. 

2. The Arbitration Commis3ion shall decide on matters placed before it by a simple 
majority. 

3· The Arbitration Commission constituted pursuant to this article shall have such 
jurisdiction and shall exercise such powers and functions as the Tribunal constituted 
pur.<luant to Article 32. The provisions of Articles 58-61 shall apply mutatis mutandis 
to the Arbitration Commission. 

"<!'"" 

-----------------------------------------------
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Amendments to this Convention mq be proposed by a:ey State Party to this 
Convention, Certif~ed copies of the text of a:ey amendment pr0poeed shall be prepared 
by the Secretuy-General am caJIIIUilicated by him to all parties,• at least ninety da.Ys 
in advance of its consideration by the Assembly. 

Article 65 

Amendments shall come into force for all States ?arties to this Convention when: 

(i) Approved by the Assembly by a two-t'hirds majority of tl1ose present and 
voting after consideration of observations submitted by the Council on 
propoeed amendments; and 

(ii) Accepted by two-thirds of all the States Parties in accordance with 
their respective constitutional processes. Acceptance by a s~ate Party 
shall be effected by the deposi. t of an instrument of acceptance with the 
Secretuy-General of the United Nations. 

GENERAL REVIEW 

Article 66 

At the third regular seasion of the Assembly following the c~ng into force of 
this Convention, the question of a eeneral review of the provisions of this Convention 
shall be placed on the aeenda of that session. On approval by a majority of the 
members present and votil}81 the review will take place at the folloving Assembly. 
Thereafter, :gropoaals on the question of a seneral review of this Convention may be 
submitted for decisions by the Assembly under the Game procedure. 

SUSPENSION OF' PRIVILEGES 

Artic:..e 67 

A State Party of the Authori cy which is in arrears in the pqment of its 
financial contributions to the Authority shall have no vote in the Authority if the 
amount of 1 ts arrears equals or exceeds the emo®t of tile contrib~:tions due from it 
for the preceding two years. The Assembly may permit such a Stat'l Party to vote if 
it is satisfied that the :failure to pq is due to condi tiona beyond the control of 
the State Party. 

Article 68 

1. A member which has persistently violated the provisions of this Convention or 
of ~ agreement or contractual ·arraneement entered into by it pursuant· to this 
Convention, may be suspended from the exercise of the privileses and the riehts of 
membership by the Assembly acting on a two-thirds majority of the States Parties 
present and voting upon recommendations by the Council. 

2. No action may be taken under this article until the dispute settlement 
procedures have been exhausted. 



SIGNATURE 

:Article 69 ... 
The present Convention shall be open for siBilB.ture by all States members of the 

United Nations or of ~· of the Specialized .&eencies or of the International Atomic 
Energy Agen~ or parties to the Statute of the International Court of Justice, and by 
am' other State invited to participate in tbe 'Thiid Utli ted .Nations CoD.ference .ori the 
Law of the Sea or invited by the Assembly of the .luthciri ty to become a party to the 
COD'Iention, as follows: until 31 December 1976 at the Ministry of Foreign Affaire of 
the Republic of Venezuela, end subsequently, until 30 June 1977 at United Nations 
Headquarters, New Yoz:k. 

RATIFICATION 

Article 70 

The present Convention is subject to ratification. The insorumenl<s of 
ratification shall be deposited with the Secretaxy-General of 'the United Nations. 

ACCESSION 

Article 71 

The present Convention shall remain open for accession by aqy State beloneing to 
a.tzy' of the categories mentioned in article 69. The instruments of accession shall be 
deposited with the Seoret~-General of the United Nations. 

ENTRY INTO :roRCE 

Article 72 

1. Th& present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth da.Y following the 
date of deposit ·of the thirty-sixth in·strument of ratification or accession. 

2. For each State ratifying or acceding to the Convention after the deposit of the 
thirty-sixth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention shall enter into 
force on the thirtieth d~ after deposit by such State of its instruttent of 
ratification or accession, 

PROV~SIONAL APP~ICATION 

Article 73 

l. Pending the definitive entry into force of this Convention in accordance with the 
p:rovieions of Article 7?.1 a State ma.Y notify upon signing this Convention the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations that. it will apply this Convention 
provisionally ani that it will undertake to seek ratification or accession in 
accordance with constitutional procedures as rapid!~ as p~ssible. 

2, This Convention shall enter provisionally into· force upon the thirty-sixth such 
notification to the Secret·axy-Ge~eral of the U.ni ted Nations. 

3. Upon provisional entry into force of this Convention in accordance wi. th 
paragraph 2, any State which has notified the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
of its intention to apply thia Convention ·provisionally in accordance with paragraph 1, 
shall be reearded as being Party for the purpose of provisional application of this 
CoD'Iention, ~· q­

~~ ("" 
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4. The provisional application of this Convention ~dth respect to a State shall be 
terminated if that State notifies the other Parties to provisional application of the 
withdra~tal of its notification under par~raph 1. 

5. The PJ'OVisional application of this Convention in accordance with this article 
shall be terminated: 

(a) Upon the lefini ti ve entry into f . ;: .. •ce of this Conver: ;ion in accordance 
with Article 72; 

(b) If, as a result of mthdrawal. of notification, in accordance with 
par~apll 4 above the total number of Contracti1141 Parties becomes less 
than that pro\"id,.-;1 for in paragraph 2f 

(c) A~ the end of a Pftriocl of ••••• years after the ocmmencement of 
provisional application. 

6. If, at the end of six months after the opening of the Convention for signature, 
provisional entry into force as provided for in Article 73 does not occur, an Interim 
eom.iSRion shall come into existence, as provided for in Annex III to this Convention. 

DEPOSITORY 

Article 74 

The. Secretar.y-Genoral of the United Nations shall inf'orm all States b~lo1141ine to 
any of the categories mentioned in Article 69 of: 

(a) Signature to the present Convention and of the deposit of instruments 
of ratification or accession in accordance with Articles 69, 10 and 71 
respectively; 

(b) Notification of provisional application in accordance with Article 7'; 

(c) The date on which the present Convention will enter into force in 
accordance with Article 72; 

(d) Date on ~~ich the present 'conven~~on will provisionally enter into force 
in accordance ~rith Article 73. 

AUTHEWI'IC TE~S 

Article 75 

The original of the present Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, En@'lieh, 
French, Russian and Spanish ~exte are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undernigned Plenipotentiaries, bei1141 duly authorized thereto 
b,y their respective Governmente, have signed the present Convention. 

DONE AT CARACAS, this ••••••••••••••······ d~ of 
nine hundred and seventy-six. 

one thousand 
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BASJ£__CONDITIONS OF GENERAL S~ EXPLORATION !_@ EXP.~I~ 

~ 

RIGHTS IN THE ABEA AND .J.TS RESOURCES 

1. The Area arid i te reeou.rcee bein@' the common heritage of mankind, all rights in 

the resources are vested i n the Authority on behalf of mankind as a whole. These 

resources are not subject t0 alienation. 

RIGHTS IN MINERALS 

2. Title to the minerals or processed substances derived from the Area shall pass 

from the Authority only in accordance with the provieior~ of this Convention, the rules 

31ld regulations prescribed by the Authority in accordance with this Convention, and the 

terms and conditione of the relevant contracts, joint .ventures or other form of 

association entered into by it. 

ACCESS TO THE AREA AND ITS RESOURCES 

3. The Authority shall from time to time determine the part or parts of the Area 

in which the exploration of the Area and the exploitation of its renourcee and other 

associated activities may be conducted. In doine- eo the Authori~ shall be guided by 

the following principles: 

(a) The Authority shall encouraeoe the conduct of £eneral survey operations, and 

to that end shall r&@'Ularly, after consultation with all States Parties, open for 

~eneral survey the sea-bed and ocean floor of such oceanic areas as are determined by 

it to be of interest for this ~rpose. General ~rvey may be carried out by any 

entity which meets the environmental protection regulations of the Authority and 

enters into a contract with it. 

(b) The Authority may, upon the proposal of a State Party to t~ie Convention or 

on its own initiative, open for evaluation and exploitation the sea· ·bed and ocean floor 

of oceanic areas determined by it on the basis of sufficient eupportin£ data, to be 

of commercial interect. Such evaluaticn and exploitation shall be conducted directly 

by the Authority in accordance with part B and, within the limits it may determine in 

accordance with paragraph 8(f), through States Parties to this Convention, or State 

Enterprises, or persons natural or juridical which possess the nationality of such 

I 

---------------- ---- - --·- -··-------
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States, or are effectively controlled by them or their·nationals, when sponsored 

by a State Party, by entering into contracts for associated operations in accordance 

with pa.r~phs 5 ar".J. 6. 

Provided, however, that the Authority mB.y refuse to open any pe.rt or parts of 

the Area pursuant t• this ~ph when the available data indicates the risk of 

irreparable harm to a unique environment or unjustifiable interference with other 

uses of the Area. 

ri,RT B 

4. The Enterprise !li8.Y at any til:\e, in a.:ny part or parts of the Area dettrmined by 

the Authority t~ be open ~or activities pursuant to paragraph 3 of these Basic 

Conditions, carry out directly scientific research or a general survey or exploration 

of the Area or operations relating to evaluation and exploitation of thP. resources of 

the ~rea, including feasibility studies, construction of facilities, processing, 

transportation and marketing pursuant to a Plan of Operations approved Qy the Council, 

subject t? the following conditions:-

(a) The Enterprise shall submit to the Council in the form prescribed by it for 

the purpose such information, including a det~led financial analysis of costs and 

benefits, as would enable the Council to review the financial and technical aspects 

of the proposed Plan of Operations, as well as a Work Programme, which shall accommodate 

the objectives of the Authority as reflected in article 24 of this Part. 

(b) If on the basis of such information ar~ after taking into consideration all 

relevant factors, the Council determines that the proposed Plan of Opere.tions offers 

optimum benefits to the Authority, the Council shall approve the Plan. 

(c) Activities in the Area conducted directly by the Enterprise shall, mutatis 

mutandis, be subject to the relevant Basic Conditions set forth in Part C. 

(d) To the extent that the Enterprise does not currently possess the personnel, 

equipment and services for its operations, it may employ them under its direction and 

management on a non-discriminatory basis if they meet the qualifications set forth in 

par~ ph 5. The terms and condi tiona of such employment shall be in accordance with 
the relevant provisions of these Basic Conditions. 

(e) Minerals and processed· substances produced by the Enterprise shall be marketed 

in accordance with rules, regulations and procedures adopted by the Coun~il in 

accordance with the followin€ criteria · 

(i) The products of the ~terprise shall be made available to States Parties. 

(ii) The Enterprise shall offer its products for sale at not less than international 

market prices. It may, however, sell its products at lower prices to developing 
countries, particularly the least developed among them. 
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(iii) Production ~,d marketing of the resources of the 1~ea by the Enterprise shall 

be maintained or expanded in accordance with the provisions of article 10 of 

this Part. 

(iv) The Enterprise shall, except as specifically provided in this Part, market 

its products without discrimination. 

PART C 

_p_q_NJRACT_UOR A_SSQC_JA:TE;D OPF;RATIONS 

5. On the application of any State Party to this Convention, or State enterprise, or 

person natural or juridical which possesses the nationality of a State Party or is 

effectively controlled by it or its nationals and is sponsored by a State Party or 

any group of the foregoifll! (hereinafter called the ''applicant"), the Authority may 

enter into a contract, joint v~nture or any other such form of association, for the 

conduct of scientific research, or for the carrying out of a general survey or 

exploration of the Area, or of operations relating to evaluation and exploitation of 

the Area including suP~ stages as feasibility study, conatruction of facilities, 

processing, transportation and marketing (hereinafter called the ''contract ' ) • 

6. Every contract entered into by the Authority pursuant to paraeraph 4 shall: 

(a) be in strict conformity with this Con~ention and the ru.les and regulations 

prencribed by the Authority in accordance with the Convention; 

(b) ensure direct and effective fiscal and administrative control by the 

Authority at all stagee of operations through appropriate institutional arrangements 

entered into pursuant to this Part. 

qUALIFICATION OF APPLICANTS 

7. (a) The Authority shall adopt appropriate administrative procedures and rules 

and regulations f_or making an application pursuant tc paragraph s·, and the qualifications 

of any applicant referred to therein. Such qualifications shall include (l) financial 

standing, (2) technological capability, and (3) past performance and work experience. 

(b) ,States Parties which apply to enter into contracts with the Authority shall 

be presumed to poeeess the qualifications specified in subparaeraph (a). They shall 

be deemed to have waived their sovereign immunity with respect to financial and 

economic obligations covered by such contracts. 

(c) Each applicant shall, in addition, submit to the Authority a work pro~e 

which shall accommodate the objectives of t~e Au~~ority as reflected in this Part and 

the rules and regulations adopted thereunder. 

(d) Each applicant shall undertake to comply with tbe provisions of this Convention 

and the rules and regulations adopted by th~ Authority, and to accept control by the 

Authority in accordance therewith. 
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,;LECTION OF APPLICANTS 

6. (a) Upon receiving an application pursuant to paragraph 5 with respect to 

3-Ctivities of evaluation and exploitation, the Authority shall first ascertain whether 

anJ competing application has been received for the area applied for. If no such 

ampeting application has been received, the Authority shall enter into negotiations 

with a view to concluding a contract with the applicant in respect of the area epplied 

for. provided that the applicant has completed the procedures and possesses the 

qu ifications prescribed pursuant to paragraph 6 and, aftor a.consideration of all 

~levant factors is deemed to offer the Authority optimum benefits. The.Enterprise 

may not refuse to enter into a 0ontract if the cr5.teria in ~aph 9(d) have been 

satisfied, and the contract in all other respects is in strict conformity with the 

provisions of this Part and of the rules, regulations and procedures ad(•pted thereunder, 

subject to the stated resource policy established by the Authority. 

(b) Applicants shall be required to comply with requirements of the Authority 

to a~ieve the objectives set forth in article 12 of this Part. 

(c) If the Authority receives more than one application in respect of substantially 

the same area and category of minerals, selection from among tha applicants shall be 

ffade on a competitive basis taking into account the extent to which each applicant 

satisfies the requirements of paragraph 6. The Authority shall enter into negotiations 

1-rith a view to concluding a contract with the applicant which, after a consideration of 

all relevant factors, is deemed to offer the Authority optimum benefits including 

financial arrangements in accordance with paragraph 9(d). 

(d) The principles set forth in sub-paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) shall be applied 

mutatis mutandis in prescribing procedures, rules and regulations for the selection of 

applicants for contracts with respect to activities other than evaluation and 

exploitation. 

(e) When a contractor thet has entered into a contract with ~~e Autho~ity for 

one or some of the stages of operations referred to in par~aph 4 has complet~d 

performance under it, he shall have priority among applicants for a contract or 

('Ontracts for one or more further stages of operations with regard to the same area 

and resources; provided, however, that where the contractor has not car.~ied out his 

obligations satisfactorily, such priority may be withdrawn. 

(f) The total number of contracts for evaluation and exploitation er.tered into 

by the Authority with a siil{!'le State Party or with natural and juridical persons under 

the sponsorship of a single State Party shall not exceed •• per cent of the total area 

open under paragraph 3, and shall be equal for all Stateo Parties. 
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(g) Within the limits specified in sub-pai-agraph (f) the Counc ... l may every year 

dl ~8 the number of contracts to be entered into by the Authority with a single 

State Party or with n~tural and juridical persons under the sponsorship of a single 

State Party in order to give effect to the provisions of articles ••• 

RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE CONTRACT. 

9. (a) Any State Party, or any State enterprise or person natural or juridical 

:hich possesses the nationality of a State Party or is effectively controlled by it 

or by its nationals, when sponsored by a State Party or any group of the foregoing 

which enters into a contract for activities relating to eva.luation and exploitation 

with the Authority purBWUJt to paragraph 5 (hereinafter called the "C.:mtraotor") shall, 

except &a otherwise agreed by the Authority, be required to use its own fUnds, 

materials, equipment, skills and know-how as necessary for the conduct of operations 

covered by the contract, and to post a bond by way of guarantee of satisfactory 

performance under the contract. 
(b) The costs involved in the performance of the contract pursuant to paragraph 

(a) shall be recoveratle by the respective parties out of the proceeds of operations. 

The Authority shall in its rules and regulations establish a schedule pursuant to 

which such costs will be recovered in the manner specified in sub-paragraph (d) of 

this paragraph. 

(c) The proceeds of operations pursuant to the contract after deduction of costs, 

which shall be calculated according to accounting principles to be determined by the 

Authority and the terms of the contract, shall be apportioned between the Authority 

and the Contractor in the manner specified in the contract in accordance with 

sub-paragraph (d) of this paragraph. 

(d) [Financial arrangements] 

10. The Contractor shall ; 

(a) Transfer in accordance with the rules and regulations and the terms and 

conditione of the contract to the Authority at time intervals determined by the 

Authority all data necessary and relevant to the effective implementation of the powers 

and functions of the organs of the Authority under this Convention in respect of the 

contract area. The Authority shall not disclose to third parties, without the prior 

consent of the Contractor, such of the transferred data as is deemed to be proprietary 

by the Contractor, Lata which is necessary for the promulgation of rules and 

regulations concerning protection of the marine environment shall not be deemed to be 

proprietary. Except as otherwise agreed with the Authority the Contractor shall not 

be obliged to disclose proprietary equipment ~csign data. 

-
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(b) Draw up progTammes for the training of personnel, and take all such other 

a~tion as may be.neceseary "to fUfil its obligations pursuant to paragruph B(b). 

11. The Authority shall, pursuant to this Convention and the rules and regulations 

prescribed by the Authority, accord the Contractor the exclusive right to evalUate 

and/or exploit the contract area in respect of a specified categery of minerals and 

shall ensure that no ~th~ entity operates in the same contract ;>.rea for a different 

category of minerals in a mc:.nner 1o1hich might interfere with the operations .of _the 

Contracto'r. The Cont~ctor shall have security oi' tenure. J.ccordingly, the contract 

shall not be cancelled, modified, suspended or tei'!Ili.natad, nor shall the exercise of 

any "right under it be i!!lpaired, ~ccpt for [!rOSS and perfliaie!li ViolatiOnS of tbG . . . '• . 
provisions "of this Part and the rules and re@'lllations adopted by the Au<;hority 

thereunder, and after recourse to procedures provided under this Part tor the settlement 

of any dispute that may rAve arisen . The Authority shall not, during the continuance 

of e. contract, penr.it any entity to carry out activities in the same area for the same .. 
category of minerals. 

B_-g:LES, ~LA.T_ION~ _A_N.] _PROCE;l)!:!_RES 

12. The Authority shall adopt WJd uniformly apply ru~es, regulations and procedures 

consistent with the purposes and fundamet~tal principles of th'9 functioning of the 

Authority and with these basic conditions in the followin@' subjects 

(1) Applications to enter into contracts ~ 

(2) Qualifications of applicants 

· (3) Selection of applir::ant s 

(4) PrOf!r&Ss report 

(5) Submission of data 

(6) 

(7) 
(8) 

(9) 

Application fees and bonds to secure satisfactory performance 

Inspection and supervision of operations 

Mining standards and practices including operational safety 

Prevention of interference by the Contractor with other 

uses of the sea and of the marine environment 

(10) Apportionment of the proceeds of operations 

(11) Direct participation of personnel of developing countries, 

particularly the landlocked amor.e them a~d of pther countries 

lacking or leoe advanced in ocean mining and mineral processing 

technology, and the transfer of such technology to such 

countries 
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(12) Passing of title to minerals and processed metals from the Area 

(13) Avoiding or minimizing adverse effects on the revenues of 

devel Jping countries derived :·rom exports of th' minerals and 

products thereof from the Area 

(14) Transfer of rights by a Contractor 

{15) Activities in reserved areas 

(16) Financial and ~ccounting rules 
In respect or rulee, ftf5Ub.tions and procedures for the following subjects the Authority 

shall uniformly apply the objective criteria set out below: 

(17) frOtection of the marine environment. The Authority shall take into 

acoount in adopting rules and regulations for the protection of the 

marine environment the extent to which activities in the Area such as 

,drilling, dredging, coring and excavation as well as disposal, dumping 

and discharge in the Area of sediment or wastes and other matters will 

have a harmful effect on the marine environment. 

(18) Size of area. Tha Authority shall determine the app~priate size of 

areas for evaluation which may be up to twice as large as those for 

exploi~ation in order to permit intensive continued survey and 

evaluation operations. Areas for exploitation shall bP. calculated 

to satisfY the production requirements _agreed between the Authority and 

the Contractor over the term of the contract taking into account the 

state of the art of technology then available for ocean mining and the 

relevant phYsical characteristics of the area. Areas shall neither 

be smaller nor larger than are necessary to satisfY this objective. 

In cases where the Contractor has obtained a contract !or exploitation, 

the area not covered by such contract ahall be relinquished to the 

Authority. 

(19) Duration of activities. 
(a) General survey shall be without time limit except in the case of 

violations of the Authority's regulations to protect the 

~nvironment in which ~ase the Authority may prohibit tba violator 

from conducting general survey operations for a reasonable 

period of time. 
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'· 

'· 
(20) 

~ ·- . :;:, 
_(p) ~ "' Eval'!lation shoul,d be of sufficient duration as t.o pe~t.' a 

.tll9rough survey of the specific area, the design and · 

construction of mining equipment !or thE: area, the design and 

construction of small- and medium-size processi,ng plants for 

the purpose of testing mining and proces~ing sy_s:t;ems. , ; 

(c) The duration of exploitation should ~_.related ~o ~be . ee<)nomic 

life of the mining project talcing .. into consideration ~~h !actors 

a~ the depletion of the o:t:e body, thE! u~e.ful li!.e o~ ._m.:l,ning . 

equiJIDent and processing facilities, and co~er9ial y.ia,bility. 

~citation should be o! sufficient duration as to :Mmit 
I • • ' • • • · - ··-· ' - • .... ">2'- • •' ' \ 

commercial extraction of the miner,ala c;>f the area and should 

include a reasonable time period for construction o£ commercial 

scale mii:Jing and processing syst~ms during which period commercial 

production shpuld not be required. T.he total duration of 

exploita:tion, however, . should also be short enough to permit 

the Authority an opportunity to amend the terms and,: condj;tions 

~!the contract at the time it considers renewal ' in acoordance 

with rules and regulati_ons which it has issued subsequent to 

entering into the contract. 

Performance requirements. .fhe Authorit.y shall require that during 

.the evaluation stage, periodic expenditures be made by the Contractor 

. which ~ reasonably .related to the size of .thC' contract -area and the 

expendi~es which would be expected of a bona fide Contractor who 

intended to bring the area . ~to!ull~scale . commercial.p~du~tion within 

the time limits established by the Authority. Such requi~d 

expen~tures should I).Ot b~ established at a level. whi.ch would discourage 

prospective operators with less costly technology t~ is prevalently 

in use. The Authority shall establish a maximum tiJ!le in_te,rval _after - -. ~ ~ ~-- . ...,._ . - .. 
the evaluation stage is completed and the exploitation stage begins to 

achiev:~ full-scale ~o~rci.al, production. To determine this interval, 

the Authority should take into consideration that construction of 

large-scale mining M.d processing systems cannot be initiated until 

after the termination of the evaluation stage and the commencement 

of the exploitation stage. Accordingly, the interval to bring an 
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area into full-scale commercial production should take inte account the 

time necessary for this construction after the completion of the · 

evaluation stage and reasonaole ··~lowance should be made for unavoidable 

delays. in the construction schedule. 

Once full-scale commercial production is Rchieved in the exploitation 

stage, the Authority shall within reasonable limits and taking into 

consideration alJ.. relevant factors require the Contractor to ma~t~ 

~ reasonabl~ leve~ of commercial production .througbout the period of 

the.,. con traot • 

(21) Categories of minerals. In determi.n.UIB the category of mineral in 

respect of which a contract may be entered into, the Authority e~l 

give emphasis inter alia. to the following characteristics: 

• (,.). Resources which require . the use of similar mining methode 1 and 

(b) Resources which can be developed simultaneously without undue 

interference between Contractors in the same area developing 

different resources • 

. Nothing in this paragra.ph shall deter the Authority from granting a 

contract for more t~ one category of mineral in the same contract 

area to the same app~icant. 

(22) Renunciation of areas. The contractor shall have . the ri@ht at aJl1' time 

to renounce without penalty the whole or part of hie rights in the 

contract area. In such cases the renounced area shall be deemed to 

be_a reserred area and disposed of in accordance with paragraph 19. 

13. The Authority shall have the right to take at any time any measures provided for 

under this Conventior. to ensure compliance,with its terms, and in ~he performance of 

the control ~d regoJ.l.ator,y £unctions assigned to it .thereunder or undET aii1' contract. 

The Authority ~1 have the ri@h~ to inspect all facilities in the Area used in 

connexion with any activiti~s ill the Area. 

SUSPENSION OR TEBMINATION 

14. A Contractor' e rights in the .contract area shall be suspended or terminated only 

if the Contractor has conducted hie activities in such a way as to result in gross and 

persist~nt violations of this p~ and rules and regulations and were not caused by . . . 
circumstances beyond hi a control, or if a Contractor has wilfully failed to comply with 

any decision of the [dispute settlement organ). 
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REviSION OF CONTRACT 

15. ffiircumstances under which terms and conditions (e.g. financial conditions) of 

contracts may be revised - to be drafted~ 

FYJRCE MAJElJBE 

16. Non-performance or del~ in performance shall be excused if and to the extent that 

such non-performance or delS¥ is oau~ed by force majeure, The party invoking 

foz·ce majeure -~ take appropriate m~asures including revision, suspension or temination 

of the contract 1 provided, however, that in the event of a dispute the pa.:o;otie3 shall 

first have recourse to the procedures for the settlement of disputes provided for in this 

Part. 

TRANSFER OF RIGHTS 

17. The rights and obligations arising out of a contract shall be transferred only with 

the consent of the Authority, and in accordance with the rules and regulations adopted 

by it, The Authority shall not withhold consent to the transfer if the proposed 

transferee is in all respects a qualified applicant, and assures all of the obligations 

ot the transferor. 

APPLICABLE LAW 

18. The law applicable to the contract shall be solely the provisions of this Convention, 

the rules and re~ations preecribed by the Authority, and the terms and conditions of 

the contract. The rishts and obligations of the Authority and of the Contractor shall 

be Valid and enforceable r.otwithstanding the law of ~ State, or anY political sub-

division thereof to the _contrary. No contracting State may impose conditions on a 

Contractor that are inconsistent with the principles of this Convention. 

LIABILITY 

19. Responsibility or liability for wrongful damage arising out of the conduct of 

operations by the Contractor or the Authority shall lie with the Contractor o~ the 

Authority as the case may be. It shall be a defence in ~ proceeding against a 

Contractor or the Author! ty that the damage was the result of an act or omission of the 

Authority. Similarly, any responsibility or liability for wrongful da.mage arising 

out of the exercise of the powers and functions of the Authority shall lie with the 

Authority. It shall be ~ defence in any proceeding against the Authority that the 

damage was a result of an act or omission of the Contractor. 

shall be for the actual mount of ~. 

Liability in ever,y case 
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~1ETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 
20. Any dispute concerning the interpretation or application of thia Convention, 

its :rules and reBUlations or the terms and conditions of a contraot and arising batween 

the Authority and a Contracting State or any State enterprise or pe~son natural or 

~uridical which possesses the nationality of a Contracting State or is effectively 

controlled by it or its nationals, or any group of the foregoing shall on the 

application ot either party be subject to the procedure for settlement of such disputaa 

provided tor in thie Convention. 
~S FQLIDWIBC Pl!OVISIOHAL EBTRY INTO roRCE OF THE COHYD!IOI 
21. In the period iaediately following provisional application of thie Convention, 

the Authority shall, with respect to the first [:.;J such ~tr.aob, joint ventures or 

other such form of association, give priority to those coverir~ integrated stages of 

operations. 

• t 
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Note gy the President of the Conference 

At its 55th plenary meeting on Friday 18 April 1975, the Conference decided to 
request the Chairmen of its three Main Committees each to prepare a single 
negotiatiJJ& text covering the subjects entrusted ·l;o hie Committee. In hie concluding 
s~atement, before the Conference made this request, the President stressed that the 
si~le text should take account of all the formal and informal discus&ions held so fer, 
would be informal in character ar.d would not prejudice the position o! any delegation 
nor would it represent any negotiated text or a ocepted compromise. It should, 
therefore, be quite cle3r that the single negotiating text will serve as a prbcedural 
device and only provide a basis for negotiation. It must not in any way be regarded 
as affecting either the status of proposals already made ~delegations or the right 
of delegations to ~bmit amendments or new proposals. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The .Qonference at 1 ts 55th meeting on 18 April 19.75. adopted a proposal by the 
President 'that the . chainnen of the three main committeea:-should each -preli:8re a single 
L~gotiating text covering the subjects entrusted ·to his ~mmittee, tak~ account of. 
all formal.· and informal discussions and proposals. ' Ttie Presi'dent·· einph11sized that the 
text would be a basis for negotiation, rather .than a negotiated text or accepted · .. 
compromise, and wou~d not prejudice the position of any· delegation. 

In the preparation of the present text, covering the subjects allocated to the 
Second Committee, account was taken of the documents bqfore the Conference and the 
vfficial and unofficial consultations held during the current sass ion. 

The parti~lar nature of this text did not allow the retention of all the trends 
reflected in doryument A/CONF.62/C.2jWP.l and in other proposals submitted either to the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of 
National Jurisdiction or to the Conference. The aim of the Conference in adopting the 
new method for the future stage of its work would have been defeated had all trends 
been retained in this text. ·-rt was possible to amalgamate some of the alternative . 
formulations but in other cases it was necessary ~o choose between confl.cting 
proposals. In certain cases, a mid.dle cours~ ~iis· adopted. 

The- justification for the task entrUsted to me is to .be found in the particular 
nature of the single negot'iating text as defined by. the President and in the need .to 
have a working instrument on the ba'sie·' of which the· process of negotiations can be 
intensified. I have· endeavoured to accomplish this task to the best of my ability 
and express the hope that it will fulfil . the pUrposes for which it was requested by the 
Conference. · 

It should be noted that the Third Committee is dealing with both scientific 
research and the prevention and control of pallution and other hazards to the marine 
environment in a wider context. 

The present text does not necessarily represent the views of my delegation. 
I have prepared it in my capacity as an officer of the Conference and not as 
representative of my country. 

Reynaldo Galindo Pohl 
Chairman, Second Committee 
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PART I. THE TERRITORIAL SEA AND THE CONTIGUOUS ZONE 

SECTION 1. GENERAL 

Article 1 

1. The soverei8nty of a coastal State extends beyond its land territory and internal. 
waters, and in the case of an archipelagic ~tate, its archipe2agic waters, over an 
adjacent belt of sea described as the territorial. sea.' . 

2. This soverei8nty extends to the air Apace over the territorial sea as well as to 
its bed and subsoil. 

;. The soverei8nty over the territorial sea is exercised subject to the provisions of 
these articles and to other rules of international law. 

SECTION 2. LIMITS CF THE TERRITORIAL SEA 

Article 2 

Every State shall have the rl8ht to establish the breadth of its territorial sea 
up to a limit not exceeding 12 nautical miles, measured from baselines drawn in 
Aoco~·•lanc .. w] th t.h~ lJl'OVisions of the present Convention. 

Article 3 

The outer limit of the territorial sea is the line every point of which is at a 
distance from the nearest point of the baseline· equal to the breadth of the terri to rial 
sea. 

Article 4 

E.xcept where otherwise .provided in these articles, the normal baseline for 
111Aasu:i·ing the breadth of the territorial sea is. the low-water line a1ong the coast as . 
marked on large-scale d111.rts officially. recqgniz_ed by the coastal ~State. 

In the case of islands situated on atolls or of islands having fringing reefs, the 
baseline for measuring the breadth of the territorial sea shall be the seaward edge of 
tbe reef, as shown by the appropriate symbol on official charts. 

Article 6 

1. In localities wh~re the coastline is deeply indented and cut into, or if there is 
a fringe of islands along the coast in its immediate vicinity, the method of straight 
baselines joining' appropriate points may be employed in drawing the baseline from which 
the breadth of the terri to rial sea is measured. Where because of the presence of a 
delta or other natural conditions the coastline is bl8hly unstable, the appropriate 
points may be selecte1 along the furthest seaward extent of the low-water line ·and, 
notwithstanding subsequent regression of the low-water line, such baselines shall 
remain effective until changed by the coastal State in accordance with the present 
Convention.· · 

I 
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2. A coastal State may employ the method of mixed baselines, i.e. drawing the 
baseline in turn by the methods provided for in article 4 and this ~ticle to suit 
different cunditions. 

The drawing of such baselines must not depart to any appreciable extent from the 
~neral direction of the coast, and the sea areas lying within the lines must be 

sufficiently closely linked to the land domain to be subject to the regime of internal 
waters. 

4· Straight baselines shall not.be drawn to and from low-tide elevations, unless 
l ighthouses or similar installations which are permanently above sea level have been 
:>uil t on them or except in instances where the drawing of baselines to and from such 
elevations has received general international recognition. 

5. Where the method of stra.l8ht baselines is applicable under the proVisions of 
paragraph 1 account may be taken, iL determining particular baselines, of economic 
interests peculiar to the region concerned, the reality and the importance of which are 
clearly evidenced by a long usage. 

6. The system of straight baselines may not be applied by a State in such a manner as 
to cut off from the high seas or the exclusive economic zone the territorial sea of 
8IlDther State. 

7. The coastal State must clearly indicate straight baselines on charts, supplemented 
by a list of geographical coordinates of points, deposited with the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations who shall give due publicity thereto. 

Article 7 

1. Except as provided in Part VII, waters on the landward side of the baseline of the 
territorial sea form part of the internal waters of the State. 

2. Where the establishment of a straight baseline in accordance with article 6 has 
the effect of enclosing as internal waters areas which previously had been considered 
as part of the territorial sea, of the exclusive economic zone or of the high seas, a 
right of innocent passage, as provided in these articles shall exist in those waters. 

Article 8 

If a river flows directly ·into the sea, the baseline shall be a straight line 
across the mouth of the river between points on the low-tide line of ita banks. The 
coastal State must clearly indicate· these baselines on large-scale charts deposited 
with the Secretary~neral of the United Nations, who shall give due publicity thereto. 

Article 9 

1. This "article relates only to bays the coasts of which belong to a single State. 

2. For the purposes of these articles a bay is a well-marked indentation whose 
penetration is in such proportion to the width of its mouth as to contain landlocked 
waters and constitute more than a mere curvature of the coast. An indentation shall 
not, however, be regarded as a bay unless ita area is as large as, or larger than, that 
of the semi-circle whose diameter is a line drawn across the mouth of that indentation. 

I I 

! I 
l 

. l . 
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,. For the purpose of measurement, "the area of an indentation ·is that lying·betwe~ 
the low-water mark around the shore ot the indentation and a line joinins the low-water 
mark of its natural entrance points. Where, because of the presence of islande, an 
indentation bas more than one mouth, the semi-C'ircle shall be drawn on a line as lons 
as the 8lD total of' the lensths or · the lines across the different mouths. Islande 
within an indentation shall be included as if they were part ·of the water area of the 
indent~ tion. · 

4. I£ the distance between the low-water marks of the natural .mtrance points of a 
bay does not exceed twenty-four miles a closing line may be dra\'ll between these two 
low-water marks, and the watel'e.·enclosed thereby shall be con.sidered a.e internal 
waters. 

.. 
5· Where the distance between the low-water marks of the natural entrance points of 
a bay exceeds twenty-fcur ·miles a straight baseline of twenty-four miles shall ·be 
drawn within the ·b~ in such a manner as to enclose the maximum area of water that fs 
possible with a line of that lensth. 

6. The foregoing provisions shall not apply to so-called "historic" bays, or in any 
case where the straight baseline system provided for in article 6 is applied. 

Article 10 

For the purpose of delimi tins the territorial sea, the outumost pel'lllanent harbour 
wries ·which fol'lll en integral part of the harbour B;ystem shall btl regarded as fol'lllil!g 
part of the coast. Offshore installations and artificial islands shall not be 
considered as pe1111enent harbour works. 

... . . ........ ~· Article ll 

Roadsteads which are nol'lllally used for "the loading, unloadins, end anchorins of 
ships, and which would otherwise be situated wholly or partly outside the outer limit 
of the territorial sea, are included ill the territorial sea. The coastal State must 
clearly demarcate such roadsteads and indicate them on charts together with their 
boundaries, to which due publicity must be given. · 

Article 12 

1. A low-tide elevation is a natttrally formed area of land which is surrounded by and 
above water at low-tide but submerged at h~ tide. Where a low-tide elevation "is 
situated wholly or partly at a distance not exceeding the breadth of the territorial 
sea from the mainland or an island, the low-water line on that elevation may be used 
as the· baseline for. measurins the breadth of the territorial see.. · · 

2. Where a low-tide elevation is wholly situated at a distance exceedirig the breadth 
of the territorial sea from the mainland or an island, . it has no territorial sea of its 
own. 

Article 13 

1. Where the coasts of two States are op:Posite or adjacent to each other, neither of 
the two States is entitled, failing aereement between them to the contrary, to extend 
its territorial sea beyond the median line every point of which is equidis-Eai'it frotii the 
nearest points on the baselines from which the breadth of the tarritorial seas of eaoh 
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of thf:! t'lfQ States ie measured. The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply, 
however, where Jt is necessary by :teason of historic title ·or other -epecial 
circumstance• to d$limit the territorial seas of the ' two Statew· in ' a -.:tq which is at 
variance~ with thi~ proviaion. · 

2. The, liile of ~;Limitation between ·the territorial seas of two States lyins opposite 
to each other or adjacent to each other shall be marked on· large-..scale ;~~s officially 
recognized by the coastal States • 

. . ,., ... 
.9TION 3. lNNOCENT PASSAGE . m THE 'l!EBRlTORIAL SEA 

Sub@ection I.. Rules applicable to a11 ships 

Article 14 

. ~bj.ect ·.~ the prc)~lsiona of these arti<:les, ships of all States, whether oo8.atal 
or not., shall enjoy the · :ri~ht of innocent passage through . the territorial sea. 

Article 15 

1. Passage meSne navigation' through the · territl:lrial sea for the plU'PO&e of1 

(a) traversing that sea without entering internal waters or callins at a 
roadstead_or port, . ~acility outside inte~ waters; or 

. ·' (b) procee~ to or trom intern~l waters o~ a call at such a. roads.tead or port 
facility. · · ' · · .. . . 

2. Innocent passage includes stopping end anchorins, but only in so far as the same 
are incidental to ordinary navigation or are . rendered necessary by force majeure or by 
distress or for the purposes of rendering assistance to persons, shipe or aircraft in 
d,9.ll!er or distress. Pass~ shall otherwise be continuous and e:xpedi tious • . , . 

. • JJ · Article 16 
.. 

1. Passage is innocent so long as it is oot prejudicial to the ·peace, ,!Ood o~r or 
aecuri ty of the coutal State. Such passe~e shall take place in confo~i ty with these 
articles and with ~tber rules of intern&t~~nal law • 

. ,, . -
2. f~eage of a fo~ign ship shall be considered to be prejudicial to the peace, good 
order or sequri ty Qf . the coastal State, ;: if . in the territorial sea it eng sees in .any of 
the follow.~ aotivi~ie~u · · ,. 

(a) any threat ' or use of force against the territorial integrity or. political 
independence of . the coastal State or in any other manner in violation of the Charter of 
the United H~~lbns; · · . . . . ~.. . 

(b) any exercise or practice with weapons of any kind; 

(c) any act aim~d at collecting. information to the prejudice of the defence or 
ea.ouri t .Y of the coastal State; 

.... (d). any ~ct of propaganda &imed at affecting the defence or security .of t~ 
®aaial State; .. 

l 0 •, 
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(e) the launchirl8, landirl8, or takirl8 on board of any aircraft; 

(f) the lal.lllchirl8, landing or takirl8 on board of any military device; · 

(g) the embarldng or disembarkirl8 of any c6DDDodity, currency or person contrary 
to the customs, fiscal or sanitary regulations of the coastal State; 

(b) any act of wilfUl pollution, contrary to the provisions of the present 
Convention; 

(i) the carrying on of research or survey activities of any kind; 

(j) any act aillled at interf'erirl8 with any systems of coDDDunication of the coastal 
or any other State; 

(k) any act aimed at interf'erirl8 with any other facilities or installations of 
the coastal State; 

(1) any other activity not havirl8 a direct bearirl8 on passage. 

3· The provisions of paragraph 2 shall not apply to any activities carried· out with 
the prior authorization of the coastal State or in the case of any of the activities 
referred to in sub-paragraphs(e) to (1), as are rendered necessary by force majeure 
or distress or for the purpose of rendering .aSI!.istance to persons, ships or aircraft in 
danger or distress. In such cases the foreign ship shall, as appropriate, infon~ the 
authorities of the coastal State as promptly. as possible of the action taken. 

4. Passage of foreign fishirl8 vessels· shall not be considered innocent if they do not 
observe such laws and regulations as the ·coastal State may make ar.d publish in ord;er to 
prevent these vessels from fishing in the territorial sea. 

Article 17 

Submarines and other underwater vehicles are required to navigate on the surface 
and to show their flag, unless otherwise authorized by the coastal State. 

Article 18 

1. The coastal State may make laws and regulations, in confo:nnity with· the provisions 
of the present Convention and other rules of international law, ·relating to innocent 
passage through the territorial sea, in respect of all or any of the followirl8: 

(a) the safety of navigation and the regulation of marine traffic, including the 
designation -of sealanes and the establishment of traffic separation schemes; 

(b) the protection of navigational aids and facilities and other facilities or 
installations including those for the exploration and exploitation·of the marine 
resources of the territorial sea and the sea-bed and subsoil thereof; 

(c) the protection of cables and pipelines; 

(d) the conservation of the living resources of the sea; 

(e) the prevention of infringement of the fisheries regulations of the coastal 
State, including, inter alia, those relatirl8 to the stowage of gear; 
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(r) the preservation or· the environment of the coastal State and the prevention 
of pollution thereto 1 

{g) research of ~he ~ine. envi:roment and. hydrographic surveys; 

{h) the prevention of infringement of the customs, fiscal, immiBration, 
quarantine or sanitary OJ;' phytosanitary .resu).ations of the coastal State.·· 

2. Such laws and regulations shall not apply to or affect the desiBn, construction, 
tt:o.nning or equipnent of forei8n ships or 11\a.tters regulated by generally accepted 
n~emational rules unless specifically authorized by such rules. 

~. · The co"a.stal State shall giVe due publicity to ·all laws and reg\llations'·made by it 
under the provisions of this article. 

4. Foreign ships exercising the .right of innocent passage through the ter.ritori8l' sea 
shall comply with all fiUch laws and regulations of the coastal State and shall at all 
times, and particularlY, ~hen using seal~s and traffic separation schemes· designated 
or prescribed by ~he coastal State under the provisions of these articles, comply wi~h 
all generally accepted international resu).ations relating to the prevention of · 
Oollisi~ns at sea. 

· Article 19 ·· 

1. A coasta~ State may, whe~ it corisiders it nec~ssar,y having regard to the density 
of traffic concentration, require foreign ships exercising the right of innocent 
passage through its territorial. sea to use such sealanes and traffic separation schemes 
as may be desiBnated or presc:dbed by the coastal State for the resu).ation of the 
Dassage of Ships. '· · ·. . . · · .. : · 

2. Tankers and ships carrying nuclear or other inherently dangerous or noxious 
substances or materiala may be requiN'd ·to confine their passage to such sealanes. 

·~ • I• ~ ~· • 

3· A coastal Stat~ ·mq_ fro~ :time-.'~- ii.me1 after giving dUe: publidity theretO, modify 
the traffic separatiOn schemes or substitute other sealanes for any sealanes previously 
designated by it under the provisions ~~ .:~~~ -~ticle. 

4. In the designation . f'!' ooo.J.anee and the prescription: of traffic separation echeml:!~ 
under the pxYIV'LalOns of' this artic~e a coastal State s}la.l:l .take' into account: . 

' ; .. , . . . 

(a) the' recommendations of competent international organizations; 

(b) any clUmnels customarily used i:or international naviBation; arid : · · 

{c) the special characteristics of p~icular· ships and channels. · :~· 
. . 

5· The coastal State · shall clearly demarcate all sealanes ·designated by it under the 
provisions of thi~ article and indicate them on charts to which due publicity shall be 
givon. 

Article 20 . 

Foreign nuclear-powered ships and ships transporting -nuclear subst~ces shall, 
when exercising the ri8}lt or: inno'cent passage th:roug}l the 'terri to r-ial sea, carry 
documents and observe special precautionary measures established:· for such ships by 
international agreements. (' 
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1. The coastal State shall not inteTr'~pt or hamper the innocent passage·of fore.f8n 
ships throlJ8h the territorial sea and, in particular, in the application of these 
article~ or of any laws or regulations made under the provisions of these articles, it 
shall not: 

(a) impose requirements on foreign ships which have the practical effect of 
denying or prejudicing the rigpt of innocent passage; or 

(b) discriminate in form or in fact against the ships of a:r.y State or against 
ships carrying cargoes to, from or on behalf of any State. 

2. The coastal State is requL.---ed to give appropriate publicity to any dangers to 
navigation, of which it has knowledge, within its territorial sea. 

Article 22 

1. The coastal State may take the necessary steps in its territorial sea to prevent 
passage which is not innocent. 

2. In the case of ships proceedi.De to internal waters or a call at a port facility 
outside internal waters, the coastal State shall also have the right to take the 
necessary steps to prevent any breach of the conditions to which admission of those 
ships to internal waters or such a call is subject. 

3· The coastal State· may, without discrimination amongst foreign ships, suspend 
temporarily in specified areas of its territorial sea the innocent passage of foreign 
ships if such suspension is essential for the protection of its security. Such 
suspension shall t£>.ke effect only after having been duly published. 

1. If a ship exel·cising the right of innccent passage throlJ8h the teiTi torial sea 
does not comply with the laws and regulations concerning navigation, it shall bP. liable 
for any damage caused tc the coastal State, including its environment and any of its 
facilities, installations or other property or to any ships flying its flag. 

2. If in the application of its laws and regulations, a coastal State acts in a manner 
contrary to the provisions of these articles and loss or damage results to any foreign 
ship exercising the right of ·innocent passage throUBh the territorial sea, the coastal 
State shall compeneate the owners of such ship for that loss or damage. 

Subsection B. Rules applicable to merchant ships 

Article 24 

1. No charge may be levied upon foretsn ships by reason only of their passage throlJ8h 
the territorial sea. 

2. Charges may be levied upon .a foreign ship passing throueh the territorial sea as 
~ent only for specific services rendered to the ship. These charges shall be levied 
without discrimination. 
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Article 25 

1. The criminal jurisdiction of the coastal State should not be exe~cised on board 
a foreign ship passing through the territorial sea to arrest any per~on or to conduct 
any investi8ation in connexion with any crime committed on board the ship during its 
p£!.Ei.sage, save only in the following cases: 

(a) if the consequences of the crime extend to the coar.tal State; 

(b) if the crime is of a kind to disturb the peace of the country or the good 
urder of the territorial sea; 

(c) if the assistance of the local authorities has been requested by the captain 
of the ship or by the consular officer of the country whose flag the ship flies; or 

(d) if it is necessary for the suppression of illicit traffic in narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic substances. 

2. The above provisions do not affect the ri8ht of the coastal State to take any 
steps authorized by its laws for the purpos~ of an arrest or investi8ation on board a 
foreign ship passing through the terri to rial sea after leaving internal waters. 

3. In the cases provided for in paragraphs 1 and 2, the coastal State shall, )&,; the 
captain so requests, advise the consular officer of the flag State before taking any 
steps, and shall facilitate contact between such officer· and the ship's crew. · In 
cases of emergency this notification may be communicated while ·the measures are being 
taken. 

4. In considering whether or how an arrest should be made, the local authorities 
shall pay due regard to the interests of navigation. 

5. The coastal State may not take any steps on board .a foreign ship passing through 
the territorial sea to arrest any person or to conduct any investi8at~on . in connexion 
with any crime committed before the ship entered the territorial sea, if the ship, 
proceeding from a foreign port, is only passing through the territorial sea without 
entering internal waters. 

Article 26 

1. The coastal State should not stop ~r divert a fo1~ign ship passing through the 
territorial sea for the purpose of exercising civil jurisdiction in relation to a 
person on board the ship. 

2. The coastal State may not levy execution against or arrest the ship for the 
purpose of any civil proceedings, save only in respect of obligations or liabilities 
assumed or incurred by the ship itself in the course or for the purpos~ of its voyage 
through the waters of the coastal State. 

3· The provisions of the previous paragraph are without prejudice to the ri8ht of the 
coastal State, in accordance with its laws, to levy execution against or to arrest, for 
the purpose of any 'civil proceedings, a foreign ship lying: ·in' the territorial sea, or 
passing through the terri to rial sea after leaving internal waters. 
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Subsection C. Rules applicable to government ships 

(1) Government ships other than warships 

Article 27 

The rnles contained in subsections A and B shall apply to government ships 
operated for commercial purposes. 

Article 28 

1. The rules contained in subsection A and in article 24 shall apply to government 
ships operated for non-commercial purposes. 

2. With such exceptions as are contained in the provisions referred to in the 
preceding paragraph, nothing' in these articles affects the immunities which such ships 
enjoy under these articles or other rules of international law. 

(2) Warships 

Article 29 

1. For the purposes of the present Convention, "warship" means a ship belonging to 
the armed forces of a State bearing the external marks distinguishing such ships of its 
nationality, under the command of an officer duly commissioned by the Government of the 
State and whose name appears in the appropriate Service list or i·~s eQuivalent, and 
manned by a crew who are under regular armed forces discipline. 

2. The rules contained in subsection A shall apply to warships. 

Article 30 

If any warship does not comply with the laws and regulations of the coastal State 
relating to passage through the territorial sea and disregards any reQuest for 
compliance which is made to it, the coastal State may require it to leave the 
terri to rial sea by such safe and e:xpedi tious route as may be directed by the coastal 
State. 

Article 31 

Subject to articles 29, 30 and 32, nothing in these prov~s~ons affects the 
immunities which warships enjoy under these provisions or other rules of international 
law. 

(3) State responsibility for government ships 

Article 32 

If, as a result of any non-compliance by any warship or other government ship 
operated for non-commercial purposes with any of the laws or regulations of the coastal 
State relating to passage through the territorial sea or with any of the provisions of 
these articles or other rules of international law, any damage is caused to the coastal 
State, including its environment and any of its facilities, installations or other 
property, or to any ships flying its flag, international responsibility shall be borne 
by the flag State of the ship causing the damage. 
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CONTIGUOUS ZONE ·- .. -···· .. 

Article 33 

1. In a zone contiguous to its terr~~o~~al sea, described as the contiguous zone, the 
coastal State maor exercise the control necessary to: 

(a) p:.·event infrinaement of its customs, fiscal, i.mmi8ration or sanitary 
regulations within its territory or territorial sea; 

(b) punish infringement of the above regulations committed withLl its territory 
or territorial sea. 

2. The contiguous zone m~ not extend beyond 24 nautical miles from the baseline 
from wbioh the breadth of the territorial sea is measured. 

L 

--------
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P.ART II. STRAITS USED FOR INTERNATIONAL NAVIGATION 

SECTION 1. GENERAL 

· Article 34 

1. The regime of pa.ssage through atrai ts used for interna.tiona.l n.s.viga.tion 
established in thi::. part sha~l not in other respects affect the status of the waters 
fo:rming such-. strai te nor the exercise by the strait Sta.te of its sovereignty or 
juri.adiction over such wa.ters and their air epa.ce, bed and subsoil. 

2. The sovereignty or jurisdiction of. t~e. s_tl1:Ji t State shall be exercised subject 
to the provisions of this Pa.rt and other rules of internationa.l la.w. 

: : 

}. For the purpose& of this part "strait State" means any State bordering a." strsi t 
to which these articles apply. 

Article 35 

Nothing in this Part shall affect: 

(a) an;y a.rea.s of internal wa.ters within a. strait, ~ess they were considered 
- .. ~:.~ .. PJ.' tbe high .aeas or territorial sea prior to the dra.wing of straight · 

baselines in a.ccordance with the rules provided for in Article 6; 

(b) the status of the waters beyond the territoria~ sea.s of strait States a.s 
exclusive economic zones or ~gh seas; or 

(c) the legs~ status of straits in which passage is regulated in whole or in part 
by long-standing· inte:rna.tion.s~ conventions in force specifically relating to su?h 
straits: · 

Article 36 

The provisiona of thia Part shall not apply to a strs.i t used · for intern.stiona.l 
n.s.viga.tion if a hjgh sea.s route or a. route through an exclusive economic zone 
of similar convenience exists through the strait. 

SECTION 2. TRANSIT PASSAGE 

Article 37 

The articles in this section apply to straits which a.re used for international 
navigation between one area of the high ·sea.s or an exclusive economic zone and 
another a.rea of the high sea1:1 or an exclusive economic zone. 

~ticle 38 

1. In straits referred to in article 37, all ships and aircraft enjoy the right 
of transit pa.ssage, which sha~l not be impeded, except that if the strait is fonned 
by an island of the strait Sta.te, transit ·passage aha~l not apply if a high seas route 
or a. route in an exclusive economic zone of similar convenience exists seaward of 
the island. 
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2. Transit passage is the exercise in accordance with the provisions of this Ps.rt 
of the freedom of ns.vigatiori and overflight solely for the purpose of continuous 
and expeditious transit of the strait between one area of the high seas or an exclusive 
economic zone and another area. of the high seas or an exclusive economic zone. 

3. The right of transit passage recognized under this article m~ alae be exercised 
for the purpose of transit to or from another strait Sta.te, subject to the condi tiona 
of entr,r to that State. 

4. Any activity which is not an exercise of the right of transit passage thrcugb a 
strait remains subject to the other applicable provisions of the present Convention. 

Article 29 

1. Ships and aircraft, while exercising the right of transit pass84!E' shall a 

(a) proceed without delay through the strait; 

(b) refrain from any threat or use of force against the territorial integrity 
or political independence of a. strait Sts.te or in any other manner in viols.tion of 
the Charter of the United Na.tiona; 

(c) refrain from any activities other than those incident to thei~ normal 
modes of continuous and expeditious transit unless rendered necessary by force majeure 
or b;y; distress; 

(d) comply with other relevant provisions of this Part. 

2. Ships in transit shall: 

(a) comply with generally accepted inte:ma.tional regulations 1 procedural! and 
practices for sa.fety a.t sea, including the International Regulations for Preventing 
Collisions at Sea.; 

(b) comply with generally accepted inte:mations.l regulations, procedures and 
practices for the prevention and control of pollution from ships. 

3. Aircraft in transit shall: 

(a) observe Rules ct the Air established by the Interhstional Civil Aviation 
Organization a.s they apply to civil aircraft; State aircra.ft will normally comply with 
such safety measures and will at all times opera.te with due regard for the safety of 
nav~gation; 

(b) s.t all times monitor the radio frequency assigned by the a.ppropriate 
internationally designated air traffic control suthori ty or the appropriate 
interna.tional distress radio frequency. 

Article 40 

1. In conformity with this Ps.rt, a strait State may deeigna.te sealansa and prescribe 
traf'fic separation schemes for ns.vigs.tion in the etrai t where necessary to promote 
the safe pa.esage of ships. 

I 
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2. A strait State may, when circumstances require, and after giving due publicity 
thereto, substitute other sealanes or traffic -sepa.ra.tion schemes for any sealanes 
or traffic sepa.ra.tion schemes previously designa.ted or prescribed by it. 

3. Such sealanes or trs.ffic separa.tion schemes shall confonn with generally accepted 
international regulations referred. 

4· Before designating sealanes or prescribing traffic separation schemes, a strs.i t 
State shall refer proposals to the competent iriternational organizd.tion with a vie.w 
to their adoption. The organization may adopt only such sealanes and separation schemes 
as· may be agreed with the strait .. State, a.fter which the strait Sta.te may designate 
or prescribe them. · 

5. In respect of a strait where sealanes or such schemes are proposed through the 
waters of two or more strait States, the States concerned shall co-opera.te in 
fonnula.ting proposals in consul ta.tion with _the_ organization. 

6. The stra.it State shall clea.rly indica.te all seal.anes and separation schemes 
designa.ted or prescribed by it on charts to which due publicity shall be given. 

1. Ships in transit shall respect applicable sealanes and separation schemes · 
established in a.ccordance with this article. 

Article 41 

1. Subject to the provisions of this section, the strait State may make laws and 
regula.tions rela.ting to tr~;~nsit passage through straits, in respect of all or any of 
the following: 

(a) the sa.fety of naviga.tion and the regula.tion of marine traffic as provided 
in article 40; 

(b) the prevention of pollution, giving effect to applicable interna.tional 
regula.tions regarding the discharge of oil, oily wastes end other noxious substances 
in the strait; 

(c) with respect to fishing vessels, the prevention of fishing, including the 
stowage of fishing gear; 

(d) the taking on board or putting overboard of any commodity, currency or person 
in contravention of the customs, fiscal, immigra.tion or sani ta.ry regulations of the 
strait State. 

2. Such laws and regulations shall not discriminate in fonn or fact among foreign 
ships, nor in their application have the practical effect of denying, hampering or 
impairing the right of transit passage aa defined in this Section. 

3. The strait State .shall give due publicity to all such laws and regulations. 

4. Foreign ships exercising the right of transit passage shall comply with such 
laws and regula.tions of the strait State. 

5· If a. ship or aircraft entitled to sovereign immunity acts in a manner contrary 
to the provisions of this Part or laws and regulations adopted in ~ccordance with 
paragraph 1 and loss or damage resul ta to a. atrai t State or other State in the vicinity 
of the strait, the flag State shall be ~~nsible for that loss or damage. 
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Article 42 
· ... • 

TJser Sta.tetJ and stra.it States should by ·agreement co-operate in 'the establishment 
and maintenance in a strait of necessary navigation and safety aids or other 
improvements in aid of international · iliPiigation or for the prevention and control 
"'f pollution from ships. · 

Article 43 

A Strait State shall not hamper trans'it passage and· ehsllgive appropriate publicity 
to any danger to navige.tion or overflight within or over ths strait of which it has 
knowledge. There shall 'be nc suspension of transit passage. 

SECTION ~. INNOCENT PASSAGE 

Article 44 

1. The regflDe of innocent passage, in accordance with ··section' 3 of Part III, ahS:ll 
apply in straits· used for int&mationsl ns.vigation between: 

(a) one area of the .high seas or an exclusive economic ~one end another area. of 
the high sees or an exclusive economic zone, other than those straits in which 
the regime of transit passage applies in a.ccordance with section 2; or 

{b) one area of the high seas or an exclusive economic zo~e and the territorial 
ee~ of a foreign State. .. 
2. There shall be no eusp~nsion of innocent pa.esage through such straits • 

. . 

. I ()-
\ . 

----------------------------------------------



PART III. THE EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE 

Article 45 
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1. In an area beyond and adjacent to its territorial sea, described as the exclusive 
economic zone, the coastal State has: 

(a) sovereign ::.-ights for the purpose ·· -~ exploring and eX'Jloiting, conserving and 
managing the natural resources, whether renC'•able or non-renewable, of the bed and 
subsoil and the superjacent waters; 

(b) exclusive ::-ights and jurisdiction with regard to the establishment and use of 
artificial islands, installations and structures; 

(c)· exclusive jurisdiction with regard to: 

(i) other activities for the economic exploitation and exploration of the 
zone, such as the production of energy from the water, currents and 
winds; and 

(ii) scientific research; 

(d) jurisdiction with regard to the preservation of the marine environment, 
including pollution control and abatement; 

(e) other rights and duties provided for in the present Convention. 

2. In exercising i tP rights and performing its duties under the present Convention ] .n 

the exclusive economic zone, the coastal State shall have due ~egard to the rights and 
duties of other States. 

3. The rights set out in this article s~ll be without prejudice to the provisions 
of Part IV. 

Article 46 

The exclusive economic zone shall not extend beyond 200 nautical miles from the 
baseline from which the · breadth of the ·.:err_ torial s&a is meaE.llred. 

Article 47 

1. Ali States, whether coastal or land-locked, shall, subject to the ~elevant 
provisions of the present Convention, enjoy in the exclusive economic zone the freedoms 
of navigation and overflight and of the laying of submarine cables and pipelines and 
other internationally lawful uses of the sea related to navigation and communication. 

2. The provisions of articles 74, 76 to 97 and 100 to 102 and other pertinent rules 
of international iaw shall apply to the exclusive economic zone in so far as they are 
not incompatible with the provisions of this Part. 

3. In cases where the present Convention does not attribute rights or jurisdiction 
to the ooaetal State or to ~ther States within the exclusive economic zone, and a 
conflict arises betwP.:m the interests of the coautal fitatP ond uny oth~-<r State or 
States, the c~nflict should be resolved on the basis of equity and in the light of 
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a.ll the relevant circum2tances, taking into account the respective importance of the 
interests involved to the ·parties as well ~s to the international community as a whole, 

4. In exercising their rights and performing their duties under the present 
Convention in the exclusive economic zone, States shall have due regard to the rights 
ll1d duties of the coastal State and shall comply with the laws and regulations enacted 
by the coastal State in conformity with the provisions of this Part and other rules of 
international law. 

Article 48 

1. In the exclusive economic zone, the coastal State shall have the exclusive right 
to construct and to authorize and regulate the construction, operation and use of: 

(a) artificial islands; 

(b) installations and structures for the purpose~ provided for in article 45 and 
other economic purposes; 

(c) installations and structures which may interfere with the exercise of the 
rights of the coastal State in the zone. 

2. The coastal State shall have exclusive jurisdiction over such artificial islands, 
installations and structures including jurisdiction with regard to customs, fiscal, 
health, safety and immigration regulations. 

3. Due notice must be given of the construction of such artificial islands, 
installations or structures, and permanent means for giving warning of their presence 
must be maintained. Any installations or structures which are abandoned or disused 
must be entirely removed. 

4. The coastal State may, where necessary, establish reasonable safety zones around 
such artificial islands, installations and structures in which it may take appropriate 
measures to ensure the safety both of navigation and of the artificial islands, 
installations and structures. 

5. The breadth of the safety zones shall be determined by the coastal State, taking 
into account applicable international standards. Such zones shall be designea to 
ensure that they are 1~asonably related to the nature and function of the artificial 
islands, installationu or structures, and shall not exceed a distance of 500 metres 
around them measured from each point of their outer edge, except as authorized by 
generally accepted international standards or as recommended by the ap~ropriate 
international organizations. 

6. Ships of all nationalities must respect these safety zones and shall comply with 
generally accepted international standards regarding navigation in the vicinity of 
artificial islands, installations, structures, and safety zones . Due notice shall be 
given of the extent of safety zones. 

1. Artificial islands, installations and structures and the safety zones around them 
may not be established where interference may be caused to the use of recogr,ized 
sealanes essential to international navigation. · 

8. Artificial islands, installations .and structures shall have no te~itorial sea of 
their own and their presence does not affect the delimitation of the territorial sea or 
of other zones of coastal State jurisdiction or of the continental shelf. 

/ 
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The consent of the coastal State shall be obtained in respect of any research 
concerning the exclusive economic zone and undertaken there. Nevertheless, the coastal 
State shall not normally withhold its consent if the request is submitted by a qualified 
institution with a view to purely scientific research, subject to the proviso that the 
coastal State shall have the right, if it eo desires, to participate or to be represented 
in the research, and that the results shall be published after consultation with the 
coastal State concerned. 

1. The coastal State shall determine the allowable catch of the living resources in 
its exclusive economic zone. 

2. The coastal State, taking into account the best evidence available to it, shall 
ensure through proper conservation and management measures that the maintenance of the 
livjng resources in the exclusive economic zone is not endangered by over-exploitation. 
As appropriate, the coastal State and relevant subregional, regional and global 
organizations shall co-operate to this end. 

3. Such measures shall also be designed to maintain or restore populations of 
harvested species at levels which can produce the maximum sustainable yield, as 
qualified by relevant environmental and economic factors, including the economic needs 
of coastal fishing communities and the special requirements of developing countries, 
and taking into account fishing patterns, the interdependence of stocks and any generally 
recommended subregional, regional or global minimum_standards. 

4. In establishing such measures the coastal State shall take into consideration the 
effects on species associated with or dependent upon harvested species with a view. to 
maintaining or restoring populations of such associated or dependen·.; species above 
levels at which their reproduction may become seriously threatened. 

5. Available scientific information, catch and fishing efforts statistics, and 
other data relevant to the conservation of fish stocks shall be contributed and 
exchanged on a regular basis through subregional, regional and global organizations 
where appropriate and with participation by all States concerneq, including States 
whose nationals are allowed to fish in the exclusive economic zone. 

Article 51 

1. The coastal State shall promote the objective of optimum utilization of the living 
resources in the exclusive economic zone without prejudice to the provisions of 
article 50. 

2. The coastal State shall determine its capacity to harvest the living resources of 
the exclusive economic zone. Where the coastal State does not have the capacity to 
harvest the entire allowable catch, it shall, through agreements or other arrangements 
and pursuant to the terms, conditions and regulations referred to in paragraph 4, give 
other States access to the surplus of the allowable catch. 

3. In granting access to other States to its exclusive economic zone under this 
article, the coastal State shall take into account all relevant factors, including, 
inter alia, the significance of the renewable resources of the area to the econo~ of 

---------
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t•1e coastal State concerned and its other national interests, the prov.isions of articles 
57 and 58, the reQuirements of developing countries in the subregion or region in 
harveettng p~~t of the surplus and the need to minimize economic dislocation in States 
whose nationals have habitually fished in the zone or which have made substantial efforts 
in research and identification of stocks. 

Nationals of other States 'fishing in the exclusive economic zone shall comply with 
tne conservation measures and with the other .terms and condi tiona established in the 
regulations of the coastal State. These regulations sha.ll be consistent with the 
provisions of the present . Convention and may relate, inter alia, to the following: 

{a) licensing of fishermen, fishing vessels and eQuipment, including payment of 
fees and other forms of remuneration, which, in the case of developing coastal States, 
may consist of adeQuate compensation in the field of financing, eQuipment and 
technology relating to the fishing industry; 

{b) determining the species which may be caught, and fixing QUOtas of catch, 
whether in relation to particular ~tocks or groups of stocks or catch per vessel over 
a period of time or to the catch by nationals of any State during a specified period; 

{c) regulating seasons and areas of fishing, the types, sizes and amount of gear, 
and the numbers, sizes and types 'of fishing vessels that may be used; 

(d) fixing the age and size of fish and other species that may be caught; 

{e) specifying information reQUired of fishing vessels, including catch and 
efforts st·atistics and vessel position reports; 

· (f) reQuiring, unde1· the authorization. and control of the coastal State, the 
conduct of specified fisheries research programmes and regulating the conduct of such 
research, including the sampling of catches, disposition of samples and repOrting of 
assoc i ated scientific datal . 

{g) the placing of observers or trainees on bo$Xd such vessels by the coastal 
State; 

{h) the ~anding of all or any part of. the catch by such vessels in the ·ports of 
the coastal State·; 

(i) terms and ' conditions relating to joint ventures or other co-opeTative 
arrangements; 

.(j) reQuirements for training personnel and transfer of fisheries technology 
including enhancement .of the coastal State's capability of undertaking fisheries 
research; 

{k) enforcement procedures. 

5, Coastal States shall give due notice of conservation and management regulations. 

Article 5'2 

1. Where the same stock or stocks of associated species occur within the exclusive 
economic zones of two or more coastal States, these States shall seek either directly 
or through appropriate subregional or regional organizations to agree upoj the measures 
necessary to co-ordinate and ensure the conservation and development of nuch stocks 
without prejudice to the other provisions of this Part. 

--- - - -------

', 
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2. Where the same stock or stocks of assoc~a~ed species occur both .within the 
exclusive economic zone and in an area beyond and adjacent to the zone, the coastal 
State and the States fishing for such stocks in the adjacent area shall seek either 
directly or through appropriate subregional or regional organizations to agree upon the 
measures necessary for the conservation of these stocks in the adjacen~ area. 

Article 53 

1. The provisions of paragraph 2 shall apply, in addition to the other provisions 
of this Part, to the regulation by the coastal State in its exclusive economic zone of 
fishing for the highly migratory species listed in the annex. 

2. The coastal State and other States whose nationals fish highly migratory species 
in the region shall co--operate directly or through appropriate inteinational 
organizations with a view to ensuring conservation and promoting th2 objective of 
optimum utilization of such species throughout the region, both within and beyond the 
exclusive economic zcne. In regions where no appropriate international organization 
exists, the coastal State and other States whose nationals harvest these species in 
the region shall co--operate to establish such an organization and participate in its 
work. 

3. Nothing in the present Convention shall restrict the right of a coastal ·state or 
international organization, as appropriate, to prohibit, regulate and limit the 
exploitation of marine mammals. States shall cO-operate either directly or through 
appropriate international organizations with a view to the protection and management 
of marine mammals. 

Article 54 

1. Coastal States . in whose rivers anadromous stocks originate shell have the primary 
interest in and responsibility fof such stocks. 

2. The State of origin of anadromous stocks shall ensure their conservation by the 
establishment of appropriate .regulatory measures for fishing in all waters within its 
exclusive economic zone and for fishing provided for in paragraph 3 (b).' The State of 
origin may,. after consultation with other States fishing these stocks, establish total 
allowable catches for stocks originating in its rivers. 

3. (a) Fisheries for anadromous stocks shall be conducted only in the waters within 
exclusive economic zones, except in cases where this provision would result in economic 
dislocation for a State other than the State of origin. 

(b) The State of origin shall co-operate in minimizing economic dislocation in 
such other States fishing these stocks, taking into account the nor~l catch and the 
mode of operations of such States, and all the areas in which such fishing has 
occurred. 

(c) States referred to in sub-paragraph (b), participating by agreement with the 
State of origin in measures to renew anadromous stocks, particularly by expenditures 
for that purpose, shall be given special consideration by the State of origin in the 
harvesting of stocks originating in its rivers. 

(d) Enforcement of regulations regarding anadromous stocks beyond the exclusive 
economic zone shall be by agreement between the State of origin and the other States 
concerned. 

( 
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4. In cases where anadromous stocks migrate into or through the waters within the 
e~cl.usive economic zone of a State other than the State of origin, such State shali 
cu-operate with the State of origin with regard ·. to the qonservation and management of 
~uch stocks, · 

5. The State of or~g1n of anadromous ·stocks and other States fishing these stocks 
shall make arrangements for the implementation or the provisions of this article, where 
appropriate, throu~ regional organizations . 

Article 55 

1. A coastal State in whose waters catadromous species spend the greeter part of 
their life cycle shall have responsibility for the management of these species and 
:"hall ensure . the ingress and egress of migrating fish. 

2. Harvesting of catadromous species shall be conducted only in waters in respect 
of which the State mentioned in paragraph 1 exercises sovereign rights over the 
living resources and, when conducted in the exclusive economic zone, shall be subject 
·i;o th~ provisions or the present Convention concernine fishing in the zone. 

3. In cases where catadromous fish migrate through the waters of another State or 
States, whether as juvenile or maturing fish, the management of such fish shall be 
r:~lated by agreement between the State' mentioned in paragraph 1 and the State or 
3ta'.;es concerned. Such agreement shall ensure the rational · management of the species 
~~d take into account the responsibilities of the Sta~e mentioned in paragraph 1 far 
the maintenance or these species. . 

Article 56 

The provisions of this Part shall not apply to sedentary species as defined in 
'-I't iole 63, paragraph 4. 

Article 57 

1. Land-locked 3tates shall have the rj.ght to participate in the exploitation or· the 
Jiving resources of the exclusive economic zones of adjoining coastal States on an 
c~uitable basis, taking into account the relevant economic and geographic circumstances 
of all the States c~...1cerned. The terms and conditions of such participation shall be 
determined by the States concerned through bilateral, subregional or regional 
~greements. Developed land-locked States shall, however, be entitled to exercise thei~ 
richtR only within the exclusive economic zones of neighbouring develop~d coastal 
States. 

2. The provisions of this articte are without prejudice to the provisions of articles 
50 ancl 51. 

Article 58 

l. Developing coastal States whi'ch are situated in a subregion or region whose 
cecgraphical·_peculiarities make $UCh States particularly dependent for the satisfaction 
of the nutritional needs of their populations upon the exploitation of the living 
I"3'3ources in the economic zones of their neighbourtrig States and developing coastal 
St~tea which can claim no exclusive economic zones of their own shall have the right 
to participate, on an equitable basis, in the exploitation or living resources in .the 
:o~cclusive economic zones ot other States in a subregion or region. 
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2. The terms and conditions of such participation shall be determined by the States 
concerned through bi1ateral, subregional or regional agreements, taking into account the 
relevant eco~omic and geographic circumstances of all the States concerned, including 
the need to avoid effects detrimental to the fishing communities or to the fishing 
industries of the States in whose zones the right of participation is exercised, 

3. The provisions of this article are without prejudice to the provisions of 
articles 50 and 51. 

Article 59 

Rights granted under the provisions of articles 57 and 58 to exploit living 
resources cannot without the express consent of the coastal State be transferred to 
third States or their nationals by lease or lic.ence, by establishing joint 
collaboration ventures or by any other arrangements. 

Article 60 

1. The coastal State may, in the exercise of its sovereign rights to explore, 
exploit, conserve and manage the living resources in the exclusive economic zone, 
take such measures, including boarding, inspedion, arrest and judicial proceedings, 
as may be necessary to ensure compliance with the laws and regulations enacted by it in 
conformity with the provisions of the present Convention. 

2. Arrested vessels and their crew shall be promptly released upon the posting of 
reasonable bond or other security. 

3, Coastal State penalties for violations of fisheries regulations in the exclusive 
economic zorie may not include imprisonment, in the absence of agreement to the 
contrary by the States concerned, or any other form of corporal punishment. 

4. In cases of arrest or detention of foreign vessels the coastal State shall 
promptly notify, through appropriate channels, the State of registry of the action 
taken and of any penalties subsequently imposed, 

Article 61 

1. The delimitation of the exclusive economic zone between adja~ent or opposite 
States shall be effected by agreement in accordance with equitable principles, employing, 
where appropriate, the median or equidistance line, and taking account of all the 
relevant circumstances. 

2. If no agreement can be reached within a reasonable period of time, the States 
concerned shall resort to the procedures provided for in Part ••• (settlement of 
disputes). 

3. Pending agreement, no State is entitled to extend its exclusive economic zone 
beyond the median line or the equidistance line. 

4. For the purposes of this article, "median line" means the line every point of which 
is equidistant from the nearest points of the baselines from which the breadth of the 
territorial sea of each State is measured. 

------------· -----
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5. In delimiting the boundaries of the exclusive economic zone, any lines which are 
drawn in accordance with th~ provisions of this article should be defined With reference 
to charts ~~d geographical features as they exist at a particular date, and reference 
should be made to fixed permanent identifiable pointe on the land. 

6. Where there is an agreement iq for~e between the States concerned, . QJle~tions . . ·· 
relating to the delimitation of the exclusive economic zone .ehall be deteromined ~n 
accordance with the )rovisions of that agreeAent. 

-- ------
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The continental shelf of a coastal State comprises the seabed and subsoil of -
the submarine areas that extend beyond i te terri to rial sea througbou t the natural 
prolongation of its land territor.y to the outer edge of the continental margin, or 
to a distance of :~00 nautical miles froo ·:1e baselines from which the breadth of 
the territorial sea is measured where the outer edge of the continental margin does 
not extend up to that distance. · · · · 

1. The constal State exercises over the continental shelf sovereign rights for the 
purpose of exploring it and exploiting its natural resources. 

2. The rights referred to in paragraph 1 are excrusive in the sense that if the 
coastal State does not explore the continental shelf or exploit its natural resources, 
no one may undertake these activities without the express consent of the coastal Sta.te . 

3. The rights of the coastal State over the continental shelf do not depend on 
occupation~ effective or notional, or on any expre~s proclamation. 

4. The natural resources refer~ed to in these ·articles consist of the min~ral and 
other non-living resources of the sea-bed and subsoil together with living organisms 
belonging to sedentar.y ~pecies, that is to say, organism which, at the harveetable 
stage, either are immobile on or under the sea-bed or are unable to move except 
in constant physical contact wi.th the sea-bed or the subsoil. 

}.rticle 64 

The rights of the coastal State over the continental shelf do not affect the 
legal status of the superjacent waters or the air space above those waters. 

1. All States elJall be entitled. to lay submarine cables and pipelines on the 
continental shelf. 

2. Subject to its right to take reasonable measures for the exploration of the 
continental shelf, the exploi·l;ation of its '11'\tu-.:-al resources and the prevention of 
pollution from pipelines, the coastal State may not impede the laying or maintenance 
of such cables or pipelines. 

3. The delineation of the course for the laying of such pipelines_ on the continental 
shelf is subject to the consent of the coastal State. 

4. Nothing in this Part shall affect the right of the coastal State to establish 
conditione for cables or pipelines entering its territor.y or territorial sea, or 
its jurisdiction over cables and pipelines constructed or used in connexion with the 
exploration of its continental shelf or exploitation of its resources or the 
operations of artificial islands, installations and structures under its jurisdiction. 

5. When laying submarine cables or pipelines, States shall pay due regard to cables 
or pipelines already in position. In particular poegibilities of repairing existing 
cables or pipelinea shall not be prejudiced. 

------------- -----· ---
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Article 66 

The provisions of article 48 shall apply mutatis mutandis to artificial islands, 
installations and structures on the continental shelf. 

Article 67 

The coastal E•.ate shall have the excl,·,sive right to autl:.orize and regulate 
drilling on the continental shelf for all ~urposes. 

Article 68 

The coastal State shall, with respect to the artificial islands, installations 
and structures and sea-bed activities subject to its jurisdiction, take appropriate 
measures for the protection of the marine environment from pollution, . and ensure 
compliance with appropriate minimum international requirements provided for in Part 

. (preservation of the marine environment) and with other applicable international 
standards. 

Article 69 

1. The coastal State shall make payments or contributions in kind in respect of the 
exploitation of the non-living resources of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical 
miles from the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured. 

2. The rate of payment or contribution shall be x% of the value or volume of 
production at the site. Production does not include resources used in connexion with 
exploitation. 

3. The International Authority shall determine the extent to which neveloping 
countries sha:l be obliged to make payments or contributions provided for in 
paragraphs 1 and 2. 

4. The payments or contributions provided for in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be made 
to the International Authority on terms and procedures to be agreed upon with the 
Authority in each case. The International Authorit,y shall distribute these payments 
and contributions 0n the basis of equitabl , sharing criteria, taking into account 
the interests and needs of developing countries. 

Article 70 

1 . The delimitation of the continental shelf between adjacent or opposite States 
shall be effected by agreement in accordance with equitable principles . employing, 
where appropriate, the median or equidistance line, and taking account of all the 
relevant circumstances. 

2. If no agreement can be reached within a reasonable period of time, the States 
concerned shall resort to the procedures provided for in Part ••• (settlement of 
disputes}. 

3. Pending agreement, no State is entitled to extend its exclusive economic zone 
beyond the median line or the equidistance line. 
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4. For the purposes of this article, "median line" means the line every point of 
which is equidistant from the nearest pointe of the baselines from which the breadth 
of the territorial ~ea of each State is measured, 

5· In delimiting the boundaries of the continental shelf, any lines wh~ch are drawn 
in accordance witt the provisions of this article should be defined with reference 
to charts and geographical features as they exist at a particular date, and reference 
should be made to fixed permanent identifiable points on the land. 

6. Where there is an agreement in force between the States concerned, questions 
relating to the delimitation of the exclusive economic zone shall be determined in 
accordance with the provisions of that agreement. 

Article 71 

The provisions of article 49 shall apply mutatis mutandis to research concerning 
the continental shelf and undertaken there. 

Article 72 

The provisior~ of this Part shall not prejudice the right of the coastal State 
to exploit the subsoil by means of tunnelling irrespective of the depth of water 
above the subsoil. 

I 
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PART V. HIGH SEAS 

SECTION 1. GENE&~ 

Article 73 

The term "high seas" as used in the present Convention means all parts of the 
sea that are not included ip the exclusive economic zone, in the territorial sea or in 
the internal waters of a State, or in the archipelagic waters of an archipelagic State. 

Article 74 

The high seas shall be open to all States, whether coastal or landlocked, and 
their use shall be reserved for peaceful purposes. 

Article 75 

1. The high seas being open to all nations, no State may validly purport to subject 
any part of them to its sovereignty. Freedom of the high seas is exer~iaed under the 
condi tiona laid down by these articles and by other rules of internatio~1al law. 
It comprises, inter alia, both for coastal and non-coastal States: 

(a) freedom of navigation; 

(b) freedom of overflight; 

(c) freedom to lay 1ubmarine cables and pipelines, subject to the provisions .. 
of Part IV; 

(d) freedom to construct artificial islands and other installations permitted 
under international law. ~~bject to the provisions of Part IV; 

(e) freedom of fishing, subject to the conditions laid down in section 2; 

(f) freedom of scientific research, subject to the provisions of farts IV 
and (scientific resea~ch). 

2. These freedoms silall be exercised by all States, with due consideration for the 
interests of other States in their exercise of the freedom of the high seas. 

Article 76 

Every State, whether coastal or not, has the right to _sail ships under its flag 
on the high seas. 

Article 77 

1. Each State shall fix the conditions for the grant of its nationality to ships, for 
the registration of ships in ita territory, and for the right to fly ita flag, Ships 
have the nationality of the State whose flag they are entitled to fly. There must 
exist a genuine link between the State and the ship. 

2. Each State shall issue to ships to which it has granted the right to fly its 
flag documents to that effect. 

I 

- -------
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1. Ships shall' sail under the flag of one State only and, save in e~oeptional cases 
expressly provided for in international treaties or in these articles, shall be 
subject to its e:J:.~lusive jurisdiction on the high seas. A ship· ~ not change its 
flag during a voyage or while in a port of call, save in the case of a real transfer 
of ownership or change of registry. 

2. A ship which sails under the flags of two or more States, using them accordins to 
convenience, ~not claim any of the nationalities in question with respect to any 
other State, and mDY be assimilated to a ship without ~tionality. 

Article 79 

The prov1s1ons of the preceding articles do not prejudice the question of ships 
employed on the official service of the United Nations, · its specialized agencies or 
the International .Homic Energy Agency flying the flae of the organization. · 

Article 80 

1. Every State shall effectively exercise its jurisdiction and control in 
administrative, technical and social mattera over ships flying He flag •. 

2. In particular every State shall: 

(a) maintain a. register of shipping containing the names and .particulars of 
ships flying its flag, except those which are excluded from generally accepted 
international regulations on account of their small size;- and 

(b) assume jurisdiction under its -·municipal law over each ship flying its flag 
and its master, officers and crew in respect of administrative, technical and social 
matters concerning the ship. 

3. Every State shall take such measures for ships under its flag as are necessary 
to ensure safety at sea with regard, inter alia, to: 

(a) the construction, equipment and seaworthiness of ships; _ 

(b) the manning of ships, labour condi tio~s and the training of crews, takins 
into account the applicable international labour instruments; 

(c) the use of signals, the maintenance of colll!lWlications and the prevention 
of collisions. 

4• Such measures 3hall include those necessary to ensure: 

(a) that each ship, before registration and thereafter at appropriate intervals, 
is surveyed by a qualified surveyor of ships, and has on board such charts, nautical 
publications ·and . navigational equipment and instruments as are appropriate for the 
safe navigation of the ship; 

(b) that each ship is in the charge of a master and officers who possess 
~ppropriate qualifications, in particular in seamanship, navigat~on, colll!lWlications 
and marine engineering, and that the crew is appropriate in qualification and numbers 
tor the type,_ size, machinery and equipment of the ship; 
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(c) that the master, officers and, to the extent appropriate, the crew are 
fully conversant with and required to observe the applicable internatiot).B.l regulatio~s 
concerning the safety of life at .sea, the prevention of collisions, theprf)vention and 
control of marine pollutlon, and the maintenance of communications by radio. 

5. In taking the measures called for by paragraphs } and 4 each State is required to 
conform to generally accepted international regulations, procedures and practices and 
to ~e any steps whic~ may be necessary to secure their observance. 

6. A State which has clear grounds to believe that proper jurisdiction ~d control 
with respect to a ehip have not been exercised may ~port the facts to the flag State. 
Upon receiving such a report, the flag State .. shall investigate the matt;er1 and if 
appropriate, take any action necessar,y to remedy the situation. 

7. Each State shall cause an inquiry to be held by or before a suitably qualified 
person or persons into every marine casualty or incident of navigation on . ~he high 
seas involving a ship flying its flag and . causing. loss of life or serious injury to 
nationals of another StatP. or serious damage to shipping or installations of another 
State or to the marine environment. The flag State and the other State shall 
co-operate in the conduct of any inquiry held by that other State into any such 
marine casualty or incident of navigation. 

Article 81 

Warships on the high seas have complete immunity from the jurisdiction of any 
State other than the flag State. 

Article 82 

Ships owned or operated by a State and used only on government non-commercial 
service shall, on the high seas, have complete immunity from the jurisdiction of any 
State other than the flag State. 

Article 83 

1. In the event of a collision or any other incident of. navigation concerning a 
ship on the hi8h seas, involving the penal or disciplinary reaponsibili ty of the 
master or of any othe'~ perso_n in the service of the ship, no penal or disciplinar,y 
proceedings may be instituted against such persons except before the judi.ci~ or 
administrative authorities either of the flag State or of the State of which such 
person is a national. 

2. In disciplinary matters, the State which has issued a master's certificate or a 
certificate of compete~ce or licence shall alone be competent, after due legal . 
process, to pronounce the withdrawal of such certificates, even if the holder is not 
a national of the State which issued them. 

3. No arrest or detentjon of the ship, even as a measure of investigation, shall be 
ordered by any authorities other than those of the flag State. 
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1. Every State shall require the master of a ship sailing under its flag, in so far 
as he can do so·without serious danger to the ship, -the crew or the passengers: 

(a) to render a~sistance to anY person found at sea in danger of being lost; 

"(b) to proceed with all possible speed to the rescue of persons in distress 
if informed of their need of assistance, in so far as such action may reasonably be 
expected of him; 

(c) after a collision, to render assistance to the other ship, its crew and 
its passengers and, where possible, to inform the other ship of the name of his own 
ship, its port of registry and the nearest port at which it will call. 

2. Every coastal State shall promote the establishment, operation and maintenance 
of an adequa~e and offective search and rescue service regarding safety on and over the 
sea and, where circumstances-so require, by w~ of mutual regional arrangements 
co-operate with neighbouring States for this purpose. 

Article 85 

Every State shall adopt effective measures to prevent and punish the transport 
of slaves in ships authorized to fly its flag, and to prevent the unlawful use of 
its flag for that purpose. Any slave ·taking"refuge on board any ship, whatever its 
flag, shall, ipso facto, be free. 

Article 86 

All States shall co-operate to the fullest possible extent in the repression of 
piraoy on the high seas or in any other place outside the jurisdiction of any State. 

Article 87 

Piracy consists of any of the following acts: 

(a) any illegal acts of violence, detention or any act of depredation, committed 
for private ends by the crew or the passengers of a private ship or a private aircraft, 
and directed: 

' (i) on the high seas, against another ship or aircraft, or against · 
persons or propert.y on board such ship or aircraft; 

(ii) against a ship, aircraft, persons or property in a place outside 
the jurisdiction of any State; 

(b) any act of voluntary participation in the operation of a ship or of an 
aircraft with knowledge of facts making it a pirate ship or aircraft; 

(c) any act ·of inciting or of intentionally facilitating an act described in. 
sul>-paragraphs · (a) end (b), 
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The acts of piracy, as defined in a:z:·ticle 87, committed by a warship, government 
ship or eovemment airoraft "ofhose crew has mutinied and taken control of the ship or 
aircraft are assimilated to acts committed by a private ship. 

A ship 'or ai~~~~~ ~& vol•~~d~~~~ a fi~~~a ship or aircraft if it is intended by 
the persons in dominant control to be used for the purpose of committine one of the 
acts referred to in article 87. The same a~plies if the ship or aircraft has been 
used to commit any such act, so lone ~s it remains under the control of the persons 
guilty of that act. 

A ship or aircraft may retain its nationality a1 thouah it has become a pirate ship 
or aircr&ft, The retention or los3 of nationality is determined by the law of· the 
State from which such nationaljty waR derived. 

On the hiBh seas, or in any other place outside the jurisdiction of any State, 
every State may seize a pirate ship o:- aircral't, or a ship taken by piracy and under 
the control of pirates, and arrest tbe persons ru1d seize the property on board. 
The courts of the Stata which carried out the seizure may decide upon·the penalties 
to be imposed, and m~y also dete:-mine the action to be taken with regard to the ships, 
aircraft or property, subject to tha rieats ·of ·third parties actine in good faith. 

Article .92 

Where the seizure of a ehip or aircraft on suspicion of piracy has been effected 
without adequate grounds, the Stete making the -seizure shall be liable to the State 
the nationality of which is possessed ry the ship or aircraft, for any loss or damaee 
caused by the seizure. 

A seizure on account of piracy may only be carried out by warships or military 
aircraft, or other ships or airc1·u.!'t clearly marked and identifiable as being on 
government ser\"iCe am",. aut:lo::-izcO. 't-.) ·~:·u.~ Gf!'ect. 

1. All States shall co-operr.-.i.e i r:. ".:1e &·.!ppl'O:Jsion of,illicit traffic in narcotic 
drugs and psychotropic subshnces by shire on the hiBh seas contrary to international 
con'lcntions. 

2. Any State which has rec:.sonahle eroundo for believine that a vessel flyine its 
flag is engaged in illicit. t:affic in narc0tic drugs and psychotropic substances, 
mRy request the C'lo-opexatl.on of <Jthe:..· Staten tl) 3Uppress such traffic. 

----------
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1. All States shall co-operate in the suppression of unauthorized broadcasting from 
the high seas. 

2. Any person engaged in unauthorized broadcasting from the high seas may be 
prosecu ~a~before the court of the flag State of the vessel, the place of registry of 
the instSllation, the State of which the person is a national, ans place where the 
transmissions can be received or any State where authorized radio communication is 
suffering interference. 

3. On the high seas, a State having jurisdiction in accordance with paragraph 2 may, 
in conformity with article 96, arrest any person or ship engaged in unauthorized 
broadcasting and seize the broadcasting apparatus. 

4. For the purpoEJe of the present Convention, "unauthorized broadcasting" means 
the transmission of sound radio or television broadcasts from a ship or installation 
on the high seas intended for reception by the general public contrary to 
international regulations, but excluding the transmission of distress calls. 

Article 96 

1. Except where acts of interference derive from powers conferred by treaty, a 
warship which encounters on the high seas a foreign ship, other than a ship entitled 
to complete immunity in accordance with articles 81 and 82, is not justified in 
boarding her unless there is reasonable ground for suspecting: 

(a) that the ship is engaged in piracy; 

(b) that the ship is engaged in the slave trade; 

(c) that, subject to article 95, the ship is engaged in unauthorized 
broadcasting; 

(d) that the ship is without nationality; or 

(e) that, though flying a foreign flag or refusing to show its flag, the 
ship is, in reality, o! the same nationality as the warship. 

2. In the cases provided for in paragraph 1, the warship may proceed to verify the 
ship's right to fly its flag. To this end, it may send a boat under the command of 
an officer to the suspected ship. If suspicion remains after the documents have been 
checked, it may proceed to a further examination on board the ship, which must be 
carried out with a~.l possible consideration. 

3. If the suspicions prove to be unfounded, and provided that the ship boarded has 
not committed any act justifying them, it shall be compensated for any loss or damage 
that may have been sustained. 

4· These provisions shall apply mutatis mutandis to military aircraft. 

5. These provisions shall also apply to any other duly authori~ed ships or aircraft 
clearly marked and identifiable as being on government service. 



A/CONF,62jwP.ajPart II 
page 36 

Article 91 
. .......... ; .. .!. 

1. The hot pursuit of a foreign ship may be undertaken when the competent authorities 
of the coastal State have good reason to believe that the ship has violated the laws 
and regulations of that State. Such pursuit must be co11111enced when the foreign ship 
or one of its boats is ~ithin the internal waters or the territorial sea or the 
contiguous zone of the pursuing State, and may only be continued outside the 
territorial sea or the contiguous zone i! t :1e pursuit has not been interripted. It 
is not necessax-y that, at the time when the foreign ship within the territorial sea or 
the contiguous zone receives the order to stop, the ship giving the order should 
likewise be within the territorial sea .or the contiguous zone. · If the foreign ship 
is within a contiguous zone, as defined in article 33, the pursuit may only be 
undertaken if there has been a violation of the rights for the protection of which the 
zone was established. 

2. The right of hot pursuit shall apply mutatis mutandis to violations in the 
exclusive economic zone or on the continental shelf, including safety zones around 
continental shelf ~nstallations, of the laws and regulations of the coastal State 
applicable in accordance with the present Convention to the exclusive economic zone 
or the continental shelf, including such safety zones. 

3. The right of hot pursuit ceases as . soon as the ship pursued enters the territorial 
sea of its own country or of a third State. 

4. Hot pursuit is not deemed to have begun unless the pursuing ship has satisfied 
itself by such practicable means as may be available that the ship pursued or one of 
its boats or other craft working as a team and using the ship pursued as a mother ship 
are within the limits of the territorial sea, or as the case may be within the 
contiguous zone or the exclusive economic zone or above the continental shelf. The 
pursuit may only be co11111enced after a visual or auditory signal to stop has been given 
at a distance which enables it to be seen or heard by the foreign ship. 

5· The right of hot pursuit may be exercised only by warships or ~ilitary aircraft, 
or other ships or aircre£t clearly marked and identifiable as being on government 
service and specially authorized to that effect. 

6. Where ~ot pursuit is effected by an aircraft: 

{a) the provisions of paragraphs 1 to 4 shall apply mutatis·mutandis; 

(b) the aircraft giving the .order to stop must itself actively pursue the 
ship until a ship or aircraft of the coas~al State, summoned by the aircraft, arrives 
to take over the pursuit, unless the aircraft is itself able to arrest the ship. 
It does not suffice to justify an arrest outside the territorial sea that the ship was 
merely sighted by the aircraft as an offender or suspected offender, if it was not both 
ordered to stop and pursued by the aircraft itself or other aircraft or sbips which 
continue the pursuit without interruption. 

1. Tha release of a .ship arrested within the jurisdiction of a State and escorted to 
a port of that State for the purpouoe of nn inquh·y bafor e tht• \'ompatent authorities 
may not be claimed solel.y on the ground. . tho.t.. . the ship, in the C'our ue of its voyage,· 
wa.s escorted across a portion of the exclusive economic zont or the high !leas, if the 
circumstances rendered this necessary. 
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8. Where a ship has. :t>~~P.. f!JOP.ped qr_ arrest;~~. o~.ts.ide the terti.torial sea in 
circumstances which do not justify the exercise of the rights of hot pursuit, it shall 
be compensated for any loss or damage that m~y .have been thereby sustained. 

Article 98 

Every State shall comply with the provisions of Part ••• (preservation of the 
marine environment). 

Article 99 

l. All States shall be entitled to lay submarine cables and pipelines on the bed of 
the high seas beyon& the continental shelf. 

2. The previsions ':lf article 65, para.B~a.P.~ . .5, .. ~hall apply to such cables and pipelines. 

Article 100 

Every State shall take the necessary legislative measures to provide that the 
breaking or injury by a ship flying its flag or by a person subject to its jurisdiction 
of a submarine cable beneath the high seas do~e wilfully or through culpable 
negligence, in such a manner as to be liable to interrupt or obstruct telegraphic or 
telephonic communications, and s~ilarly the breaking or injury of a submarine pip~line 
or high-voltage power cable shall be a punishable offence. This provision shall apply 
also to conduct calculated or likely to result in such breaking or injury. However, 
it shall not apply to any break or injury caused by persons who acted merely with the 
legitimate object'of saving their lives or their ships, after having taken all 
necessary precautions to avoid such break or injury. 

Article 101 

Every State shall take the necessary legislative measures to provide that, if 
persons subject to its jurisdiction who are the owners of a cable cr pipeline beneath 
the high seas, in laying or repairing that cable or pipeline, caus~ a break in or 
injury to another cahle or pipeline, they shall bear the cost of the repairs. 

Every State shall take the necessary legislative measures to ensure that the 
owners of ships who can prove that they have sacrificed an anchor, a net or any other 
fishing gear, in order to avoid injuring a submarine cable or pipeline, shall be 
indemnified by the owner of the cable or pipeline, provided that the owner of the ship 
has taken all reasonable precautionary measures beforehand. 
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SECTION 2, MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION OF THE LIVING RESvURCES 

Article 103 

All States have the right for their nationals to engage in fishing on the high 
seas subject to: 

(a) their treaty obligations; 

(b) ibe rights and duties as well as the interests of coastal States provided 
for, inter alia, in artlcle 52, paragraph 2, and articles 53· and 54; and 

(c) the provisions of this section. 

Article 104 

All States have the duty to adopt, or to co-operate with other States in adopting, 
such measures for their respective nationals as may be necessary for the conservation 
of the living resources of the high seas. 

Article 105 

States shall co-operate with each other in the management and conservation of 
living resources in the areas of the high seas. States whose nationals exploit 
identical resources, or different resources in the same area, shall enter into 
negotiations with a view to adopting the means necessary for the conservation of the 
living resources concerned. They shall, as appropriate, co-operate to establish 
subregional or regional fisheries organizations to this end. 

Article 106 

1. In determining the allowable catch and establishing other conservation measures 
for the living resources in the high seas, States shall: 

(a) adopt measures which are designed, on the best evidence available to 
the States concerned, to maintain or restore populations of harvested species at 
levels which can produc~ the maximum sustainable yield, as QUalified by relevant 
environmental and economic factors, including the special reQuirements of developing 
countries, and taking into account fishing patterns, the interdependence of stocks and 
any generally recommended subregional, regional or global minimum standards; 

(b) take into .consideration the effects on species associated with or dependent 
upon harvested species with a view to maintaining or restoring populations of such 
associated or dependent species above levels at which their reproduction may become 
seriously threatened. 

____________________________ _. _____ ...,:._ ---- -- - - -
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2. Available scientific info:nnation, cat.ch and. fishing f!tatistics, and other data 
relevant to the conservation of fish stocks shall be contributed and exchanged on a 
regular basis through subregional, regional and gl.obal organizations where appropriate 
and with participation by all States concerned. 

3. States concerned shall ensure that conservation measures and their implementation 
do not discriminate in form or in fact against the fishermen of any Sfate. 

Article l.QZ. 

The prov~s~ons of article 53, paragraph 3 shall also apply to the conservation 
and managament of mLrine mammals in the high seas. 

J 

-----------------------------------------------
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PART VI. LAND-LOCKED STATES 

Article 108 

1. For the purposes of the present Convention: 

(a) 

(b) 
between a 
passes; 

"land--locked State" means a Stat~ which has no seacoast; 

"transit State" a;~ar.:; c. State, Jith or without a seacoast, situated 
land-locked State and the sea through whose territory "traffic in transit" 

(c) "traffic 'in transit" means transit of persons, baggaee, goods and means 
of transport across the territory of one or more transit States, when the passage 
across such terri tory, with o: • without trans-shipment, warehousing, breaking bulk 
or change in the mode of transport ~s only a portion of a complete journey which 
begins or terminates within the territory of thd lalld-locked State; 

(d) "means of transport" means: 

(i) railw~ rolling stock, sea and river craft and road vehicles; 

(ii) where local conditions so require, porters and pack animals. 

2. Land-locked States and transit States may, by agreement between them, include as 
means of transport pipeHnes and eas lines apd means of transport other than those · 
included in paragraph 2. 

Article 109 

1. Land-locked States shall have the right of access to and from the sea for the 
purpose of exercising the rights provided for in the present Convention includiO@ 
those relatine to the freedom of the -high seas and the principle of the common heritage 
of mankind. To this end, land-locked States shall enjoy freedom of transit through 
the territories of transit States by all means of transport. 

2. The terms and conditions for exercisi~g freedom of transit shall be agreed between 
the land-locked States and the transit Sta•es concerned throueh bilateral, subregional 
or regional agreements, in accordance with the provisions of the present Convention. 

~. Transit States, in the exercise of their full sovereignty over their territory, 
shall have the right to take all measures to ensure that the rights provided for in 
this Part for land-locked States shall in no way infringe their legitimate interests. 

Article 110 

Provisions of the present Convention, as well as special agreements which 
regulate the exercise of the right of access to and from the sea, estab~ishiO@ rights 
and facilities on account of the special geoeraphical position of land-locked States, 
are excluded from the appiication of the most-favoured-nation clause. 
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1. Traffic in transit shall not be subject to any customs duties, taxes or other 
chargee except charges levied for specific services rendered in connexion with such 
traffic. 

2. Means of transport in transit used by land-locked States shall not be subject to 
taxes, tariffs or charges higher than thos: levied for the u: e of 'means of transport 
of the transit Stat~. 

Article 112 

For the convenience of traffic in transit, free zones or other customs facilities 
may be provided at the porte of entry and exit in the transit States, by agreement 
between those States and the land-locked States. 

Article 113 

Where there are no means of transport in the transit States to give effect .to th.e 
freedom of transit .)r where the existing means., including the port installations and 
equipment, are inadequate in any respect, tran.ei t States may request the land-locked 
States concerned .to co-operat~ in conetructir~ or improving them. 

Article 114 

1. Except in cases of force majeure all measures shall be taken by transit Stat~!!;·· 
to avoid delays in or restrictions on traffic in transit.· 

2. Should delays or other difficulties occur in traffic in transit, the ~ompet~nt 
authorities of the transit State or States and of land-locked States shall co-operate 
towards their expeditious elimination. , . 

Article 115 
· .. 

Sl!lpe .flying the flag of land-locked States shall enjoy treattilept equal to that 
accorded to other foreign ships in maritime porte. 

Article 116 

Land-locked States may, in accordance with the provision& of Part III, participate 
in the exploitation of the living resources of the exclusive economic zone of 
adjoining qoaetal States. 
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PART VII. ARCHHELAGOS 

SECTION 1. ARCHIIELAGIC STATES 

Article 117 

1. The provisions of this section shall apply to archipeiagic States. 

2. For the purposes of the present Convention: 

(a) "archipelagic State'' means a State constituted vho11y by one or more 
archipelaBOs and may include other islands; 

(b) an "archipelago" means a group of islands, including parts of islands, inter­
connecting vaters and other natural features which are so closely interrelated that 
such islands, waters and other natural features form an intrinsic geograpnic, economic 
and political entity, or which t~storically have been regarded as such. 

Article 118 

1. An archipelagic State may draw straight baselines joining the outermost points of 
the outermost islands and drying reefs of the archipelago provided that such baselines 
enclose the main islands and an area in which the ratio of the area of the water to 
the area of the land, including atolls, is between one-to-one and nine-to-one. 

2. The length of such baselines shall not exceed 80 nautical miles, except that up 
to ••• per cent of the total number of baselines enclosing any archipelago may exceed 
that length, up to a maximulil length of 125 nautical miles. 

3. The drawing of such baselines shall not depart to any appreciable ·extent from 
the general conf1gu1·ation of the archipelago. 

4. Baselines shall not be drawn to and from low-tide elevations unle~s lighthouses 
or similar installations which are permanently above sea level have been built on them 
or where a low-tide elevation is situated wholly or partly at a distance not cxc3eding 
the breadth of the territorial sea from the nearest island. 

5· The system of straight bat::elines shall not be applied by an archipelagic State 
in such a mariller as to cut. off from the high seas or the exclusive economic zone the 
territorial sea of another State. 

6. The archipdagic State shall clearly indicate its straight baselines on l arge­
scale charts, deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall 
give due publicity t~ereto. 

7· If the drawing of such baselines encloses a part of the sea which has 
traditionally been used by ~1 immediately adjacent neighbouring State for direct access 
and all forms of commu."lication, incluo.ing the laying of submarine cabl·Js and pipelines, 
be~en two or more parte of t ne territory of such State, the archipelagic State shall 
continuP to recognize ~1d guarantee such rights of direct access and communication. 

8. For the purposes of computing the ratio of water to land under paragraph 1, 
land areas may include waters lying within the fringing reefs of islands and atolls, 
including that p3rt of a dteep-sided oceanic plateau which is enclosed or nearly 
enclosed by a chain of limestone i sl ands and drying reefs lying on the perimeter of 

the plateau. 
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The breadth cf the territorial sea, the contiguous zone, the exclusive economic 
zone and the continental shelf shall be measured from the baselines drawn in accordance 
with article 118. 

Article 120 

1. The sovereignty 'of an ar9,hipelagic State extends to the waters enclosed by the 
baselines, described as archipelagic waters, regardless of their depth or distance 
from the coast. 

2. This sovereignty extends to the air space over the archipelagic waters, the bed 
and subsoiL thereof, and the resources contained therein. 

3. This sovereignty is exercised subject to the provisions of this section. 

Article 121 

Within its archipelagic waters, the archipelagic State may draw closing linea for 
the delimitation of internal waters, in ac~ordance with articles 8, 9 and 10. 

Article 122 

Archipelagic States shall respect existing agreements with other States and shall 
recognize traditior-al fishing rights of the immediately adjacent neighbouring States 
in certain a+eas of the archipelagic waters. The terms and conditions of the exercise 
of such rights, including the extent of such rights and the areas to which they apply, 
shall, at the request of any of the States concerned, be regulaten by bilateral 
agreements between them. Such rights shall not be transferred to or shared with 
third States or their nationals. 

Article 123 

1. Subject to the provisions of article 124, ships of all States, whether coastal 
or not, shall enjoy the right of innocent passage through archipelagic waters, in 
accordance with thP provisions of section 3 of Part I. 

2. The archipelagic State may, without discrimination in form or in fact amongst 
foreign ships, suspend temporarily in specified _areas of its archl,pelagic waters the 
innocent passage of foreign ships if such suspension is essential for the protection of 
its security. Such suspension shall take effect after having been duly published. 

Article 124 

1. An archipelagic State may designate sealanes and air routes suitable for the safe, 
continuous and expeditious passage of foreign ships and aircraft through its 
archipelagic waters • . 

2. Ships and aircraft of all States, whether coastal or not, shall have the right 
of archipelagic sealanes passage in sealanes and air routes through the archipelago. 
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3. Archipelagic sealanes passSBe is--the e:x-ercise in accordance with the provisions of 
the. present Conv_ention of the righ~s of navigation and overflight in the normal mode 
for the purpose or continuous and expeditious transit thrOugh an archij,elago . between 
one part of the high seas or an ex"Clusi ve economic zone and another part of the high 
seas or an exclusive economic zone, 

4. Such sealanes and ai.r routes shall --traverse the archipelago and the adjacent 
· territorial sea and shall include all normal passSBe routes used as routes for 

international navigatj.ou or overflight through the archipelago, and, within su9h routes, 
so far as ships are concerned, all normal navigational channels, provided that · 
duplication of routes of similar convenience between the same entry and exit points 
_shall not be necessary. _ 

5· The width of a sealane ' shall not be less than ••• nautical miles or ••• per cent 
of the distance between tr.e nearest points on islands borderill8 the sealane. 

6. An archipelagic State which designates sealanes under the provisions of this 
article may also prescribe traffic separation schemes for the safe passSBe of ships 
through narrow channels in such se~ane~. 

7. An archipelagic S.tate ·ma.);, when circumstances require, after giving d~e publicity 
thereto, substitute othPr sealanes or traffic separation schemes for any sealanes or 
traffic separation schemes previously designated or prescribed by it. 

. . 
8. Such sealanes or traffic separation schemes shall conform to generally accepted 
international regulatior.s. 

9· B.efore designating sealanes or prescribing traffic separation schemes, an 
archipelagic State shall refer proposals to the competent internationa.,. organization 
with a view to their adoption. The organization m~ adopt only such sealanes and 
traffic separation schem9S as m~ be agreed with the archipelagic State' after which 
the archipelagic State may designate or prescribe them. 

10. The archipelagic State shall clearly indicate all sealanes and traffic separation 
schemes designated or prescribed by it 0~ charts to which due publicity sball be given. 

U. Ships in transit shall respect applicable sealanes and traffic separation · schemes 
es.tablished in accordance with this article . . 

1i. I! 8n archiPelagic State does not designate sealanes, the right of ar~hi~l&.gi~ 
sea.l.anes passage m~ 'he exercised through the routes normally used for international 
navigation through the archipelagic waters. 

Article 125 

1. Ships and aircr~t, while exercising the right of archipelagic sealanes passage 
shall: 

(a) proceed without del~ through the designated sealanes; 

,. (b) refrain frOm any threat or use or force against the territorial integrity or 
political independence of the archipelagic State or in any ?ther manner in violation 
of the Charter of the united Nations; 

'-, • I 
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~(c) refrain from -any activities other. than those . incident to their normal modes of 
continuous and expeditious transit unless rendered necessary by force majeure or by 
distress; 

(d) comply with other relevant provisions of this section. 

2. Ships in transit shall: 

(a) comply with generally accepted international regulations, procedures and 
practices for safdy at sea, including the International Regulations for Preventing 
CollisionR at Sea; 

(b) comply with generally accepted international regulations, procedures and 
practices for the prevention and control of pollution from ships. 

3. Aircraft in transit shall: 

(a) observe Rules of the Air established by the International Civil Aviation 
Organization under the Chicago Convention as they apply to civil aircraft; State 
aircraft will normally comply with such safety measures and will at all times operate 
with due regard for the safety of navigation; 

(b) at all times monitor the radio frequency assigned by the appropriate 
internationally designated air traffic control authority or the appropriate international 
distress radio fr~quency. 

Article 126 

An archipelagic State shall not hamper archipelagic sealanes passage and shall 
give appropriate publicity to any danger to navigation or overflight within the 
designated sealanes or air routes of which it has knowledge. There shall be no 
suspension of archipelagic sealanes passage. 

Article 127 

During their passage through archipelagic waters, foreign ships, including marine 
research and hydrographic eurvey ships, may not carry out any research or survey 
activities without the prior authorization of the archipelagic State. 

Article 128 

1. Subject to the provisions of this section, the archipelagic S~ate may make laws 
and regulations relating to archipelagic sealanes paseage through archipelagos in 
respect of all or any of the following: 

(a) the safety of navigation and the regulation of marine traffic as provided 
in article 124; 

(b) the prevention of pollution, giving effect to the applicable international 
regulations regardiug the discharge of oil, oily wastes and other substances in the 
archipelagic waters; 

(c) with respect to fishing vessels, the prevention of fishing, including the 
stowage or fishing gear; 



.. 
A/CORF.62jWP.8/Part II 
page 46 

(d)., th~· taking on··bo,ard. o~ putting ov~rbo~d of any c~ty, currency or person 
in contrave.ntlon .. of the· customs, fiscal' immigration or sanitary regulations of the 
archipelagic State. 

2. Such laws and regulP.tlons shall not discriminate in form or ·ract .amongst foreign 
ships, nor in their application have the practical effect of denying, hampering or 
impairing the risht of u-chipelagic sealanes passage as defined in ·this' ·section. 

3. The archipelagic. ·state shall give due publicity. to all euoh laws and · regulations. . . . ~ 

4. Foreign ships e:xercieing the right of archipelagic eealanee passage shall ·comply 
with such laws and regulations of the ~chipelagic State. 

Article 129 

If a ship or aircraft entitled to sovereign immunity acts in a manner contr8ry 
to the provisions of this section or laws and regulations adopted in accordanoe with 
paragraph 1 of article 128 and lose or damage results to an archipelagic Sta-ee or 
other ·States in its vicinity, the flag State shall be responsible for that I~es ·or 
d~. .. . 

Article 130 
•. ! .. ! (.' 

The provisions of this section are without prejudice to the provisions of 
article 6. 

SECTION 2. OCEANIC .ARCBUELAGOS BELONGING 
TO CONTINENTAL STATES 

Article 131 

The provisions of section 1 are without prejudice to the statue of oceanic 
archipelagos forming an integral part of the terri tory of a continental State • 

. ; 

/ . 
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1. An island is a naturally formed area of land, surrounded by water, \·rhich is 
above water at high tide. 

2. Except as provided for in paragraph 3, the territorial sea, the contiguous zone, 
the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf of an island are determined in 
accordance with the provioions of the present Convention applicable to other land 
territory. 

3. Rocks which cannot sustain human habitation or economic life of their o\om shall 
have no exclusive econo~uc zone or continental shelf. 
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PART_ IX.. ENCLOSED AND SEMI-EUCLOSED SEAS 

Articl.e 133. 

For the purposes of·· this Part, the tel'lll ::enclosed or semi"'enclosed sea" means a 
gulf, basin, or sea surroundinG two or more States and connected to the open seas by 
a narrow outlet or conoistincr entirely or primarily of the territorial seas and 
exclusive economic zonos c-:: 't\io or more :~ oastcl States • 

.Article 134 

States bordering enclosed or semi-enclosed seas shall co-operate with e·ach other 
in the exercise of thei:..· rlchts anu dutieD ·under the present Convention. To this 
end they shall, direct~y o~ through an appropriate regional organization: 

(a) co-ordinate tne management, conservation, exploration and exploi~ation of 
the living resources of the sea; 

(b) co-ordinate -~he ~-l!l"~>lementation of their rights and duties ui th respect to 
the preservation of the marine environment; 

(c) co-ordinate thch· ocientific research policies and undertake where 
appropriate joint proG~CMWes of scientific research in the area; 

(d) invite, as ll;)l>rO)ricte 1 other interested States or inteznational 
organizations to oo-opora·i;e ui th them in furtherance of the provisions of this article. 

Article 135 

The provisions of tlua Pnrt shall not affect the rights and duties of coastal 
or other States under vthcr :1rovisions of the present Convention, and shall be appli.Jd 
in a manner consistent uith those provisions. 
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'l"'Elir.ITORIES illiDER FOREIGN OCCUPATION OR 
--- C:OLOUIAL DC11INATIO!f 

1. The rights rr·cobYlLzc& or establi~\ed by tha present Convention'to the resources 
of a territory whose !><:o;,>l"' have not attained ;li th0r full independenue or some other 
self-governing status :..·cco[ll'..::.zcd by the United Nations or a terri tory under foreign 
occupation or c0lonial «Qtunation or a United Nations Trust Territory or a territory 
administered by the Uni ~:)<l ; :r.U.ons shall be vested in the inhabitants of that 
terri tory, tc be exe:..··J.:.o~t• ~Y :;.i1em for their mm l>enefi t and in eccordance ,.,.i th their 
own needs and requireLJCn·~a . 

2. Where a dispute c•vc:.:· 'vhc sovereignty of a terri tory undar foreign ocCU!>l!tion or 
colcc.lal dominativn ey..ia ·~::., -;;}~~ ri(;hts referred to in paragraph 1 shall not b~:> 

exercised until such lli:Jl'utc is settled in accordance with the pur,;:>oses and princi~Jles 
of the Charter of the Ul'..i ~cd H<::Uons. 

3. In no case ma,v the ric;:1to referred to in paragraph 1 be exercised, profited 0r 
benefited from or in ~.lJY ucy infringed by a metropolitan or foreign :;>o~r adminis·.;ering 
or occupying such ter:i.'i ·~ory or purporting to administer or occupy such territory. 

4. References in this m-ticle to a terri tory include continental and insulm.· 
territories. 

I 
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Article 137 

Dispute"s arisint; (JU "~ of the interpretation or application of articles 
shall :t>e resolved in accordance ~1i th the provi&ions of Part of the p1-oesent 
Convel!tion. 
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HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES 

Albacore Tuna 

llluefin Tunas 

Dugeye Tuna 

Skipjack Tunas 

Ycllowfin Tuna 

Illackfin Tuna 

Little Tuna 

Frigate Mackerels 

Pomfrets 

Harlin 

Sailfishes 

Sllordfish 

Sauries 

Dolphin (fish) 

Oceanic Sharks 

Cetaceans (whales and porpoises) 
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.icrticla 1 

''Pollution of the D.:l.I'inc onvironment~~" OCr'.l1s: tHe introduction ry mnn, 
directly or indirectly, of subst~~ccs .or energy in the ccrinc ~nvironcent 
(including ~stuariee) resultinG in cucti'doleterious affects ~s h~xm to living 
resources, h<l.zards _.to huc..:.n h~::.lth, hindr<UJ.c~ t•.J or.rillEl cotivitio3 including 
fishing nnd other 1agititlnto · ·u.scs of the so.~, inpLi.i:rment of' qunlity for use of 
sea wnter and reduction of aoeniti~e.!f 

Sttltes hc.ve tho oblig::.tion to protect <UJ.d preserve ::.11 the marine e)lVironDOnt. 

J\rticlc 3 

State's have the ·sovereign right :to exploit their n..1.tur~ re~ourcee pursuont to 
their enVironcent~l policies nnd they Shall, in accordance with their duty. to: 
prote~t and preserve the narino onvironc0nt, t~e into nccount their economic naeds 
and their progrC'.JJOcs for ccononic dovcloptlent .' 

.>rticle. 4 

1. States Sh~l teke all ncccss~ nca.sUI'Os consistent ¢. th this Convention to 
prevent, reduce and control pollution of the marine environccnt from any source 
using for this purpose tho best practicable neans nt their disposal nnd in 
accordance with their 'npnbilities, individ~1.lly or jointly, ns appropriate, and 
they shall endeavour to harncnize their policies in this connexion. 

!/ A prov~s~on containing c dGfinition of carine pollution couLd be ecbodied 
in a special introductory chapter of this Convention, together with a.ll other 
definitions. 

------- -- - - -- --- ---

... 
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2. St.:>.tes ah.:>.ll tok0 .:>.11 nc~c;;)ssary ner.sures to ensure th.:>.t oa.rine pollution docs 
not spread outside their nation.:>~ jurisdiction and thnt ~ctivities under their 
jurisdiction or control ~e so conduct~d thnt they do not c.:>.uso dwa.:>.ge by pollution 
to other St~tes r..nd their cnvironoent , nor C['..Use pollution beyond the e.rec.s \vhere 
StL>.te s exercise sovereign rights in .:-..ccord!Jllce with this Convention. 

3. The neasur.:=s token pursu.."'..lt to these :-.rticlcs shnll dccl with cll sources 
whL>.tsoever of poll~tion of the ncrine environocnt . These ocnsurcs ah~l include, 
inter D.li.:-.., those designed to .oiniuize to th<.J fullest possible extent: 

(a) Relc0sc of toxic, he-YTJful end noxious substances, especially thos~ which 
arc persistent: 

(i) frao lnnd-b~sed source8; 

(ii) fron or throUBh the .:'.tnoa~1cre; 

(iii) by duaping . 

(b) ?ollution fro~ vessels, in particulL>.r for preventing ~ccidcnts o..nd 
denling with ecergcncies, ensuring the snfety of opcre.tiona .:>.t sen, preventing 
intcntionnl r..nd unintcntion['..l diachcrgcs , nnd regulating the design, construction, 
cquipcent , oper::t.tion v.nd ot.nning of vessels. 

(c) Pollution frco instc.llntions ~d devices usod in the exploration or 
exploi t::.tion of the natur:U r ·2Sourccs of t:1e sen-bed wd subsoil, in particular for 
preventing ncciclents .:'.nd deoling with cnergencios, ensuring the enfcty of 
oper.:'.tions nt sc::t., nnd regulating the design, construction, cquipoent, oper.:'.tion wd 
::w.nning of such inst::t.llntions or devices . 

(d) ?olluti on fran o~l ;.,thor instcll:-.tions .:'.nd deviccG opero.ting in the oarine 
cnvironncnt, in pp.rticulL>.r for proventing P.ccidents wd deo.ling ,n.th eoergencics, 
ensuring the snfcty of oper.:>.tions "-t scr>., .-.nd regulating the design, construction, 
equipncnt, oporc.tion .:'.nd nanning of such instcllo.tions or devices . 

4. In taking r.Jc::tsures to prevent pollution of th8 nL>.rine e!lvironr:J.ent States shall 
have due regcrd tc· the~ legi tino.te usc s of ~he :::tarim cnviror.: 1ent, which <'.IC not 
incoopr..tiblc \iith the provisions of this Cr,nvcntion nnd shr..ll refrn.in froo 
unjustifiable intcrforonco with such u~cs. 

:.rticlc 5 

In te>..king ::le.:>.Llures to pr0vent or control o~ine pollution, States shall gunrd 
ng~nst the effect of oerely trnnsferrins, directly or indirectly, dcnnge or 
hr.zcrds froo one :".re.:>. to .:>.nether or frcn one type of pollution to ;mother. 

CU.'..:i~H TWO 

Str>.tcs sh<>.ll co-opernte nn r.. glob::-.1 bo.sis !'.lld ::.s ~pproprir;tc on :1. rcgioru-.1 
b:-.sis, (l.:!. roctly or through coL1petent intern,".tion:-,1 org0.nizr.tions, globcl or region...".l, 
to for~:~ulnte <'.Ild ul~.bor ..... te intcrn..".tion:l.l rulus, st.:'.ndarda rtnd recooo<mded prcctices 
wd procedures con...qistent with this ConvGntion, for th~ prevention of nr>.rine 
pollution, t2~ng into <'.Ccount charr..cteristic regia~~ f er..tures. 
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l.:rticlc 7 

A State which becoccs ::-.vrC'.I'C of C<l.sca in which the cnrino cnvironrient is in 
iQOincnt dancor of being dccc~qd 0r h~ been d~nged by pollution shell icccdictely 
notify other st~tes it deans likely to be ~~feGt0d by such dao~c, ns well ~ the 
competent intern...'itioru-~ orgN:lizr.tions. 

i.rti(!,_0 8 

In the ccoes referred to il"• I.rticle 7, Stc.tes in the c:rcc ::U'focted, in 
~ccordnnce with their cc~,~ilitios, end the coop6tent internc.tion...~~ orgnniznticns, 
shell co-oper~to, to the extent possiQlc, in elioiD~tir~ the effects of pollution and 
prevonting or ainioizine the dN:lc~e. Towc.rds thnt end, Stntes shcll jointly promote 
and develop contingency plcns for responding to pollution in~idcnts in the marine 
environcont. 

1.rticlc 9 

States shell co-oparnte directly or through cocpatont interr~~tion...~ org~~zations 
for the purpose of proootina Atudios, ~~crtakir~ progr~es of scientific resonrch 
and encm:irn{iing tho. cxchcnge of infomation ~ dnta v.cquired ebout pollution of the 
::~nrine onviror.r.1c~t. They shall· .. mde~:~vour to pm-tioipc.te r..ctively in regional ~d 
internationcl progr~cs to ~cquire knowledge for the asscssoent of the nature ~ 
extent of pollution and the pnthwcys ruxl risks ,)f, ex-posures to c..nU the rooedics for 
pollution. 

i.rticlc 10 

In the libht of the· infomc.tion ~ dd~ acquired pursu;:>.nt to l.rticlc 9, St;:>.tes 
shall co-oparntc directly- cr through coupctcnt intcr:n...~tionl\1 orgc.ni.zations in '"orking . 
out c.ppropriatc scientific criteria for th0 fo~lation and elaboration of rulea, 
st:mda.rds and recol!lmcnd.ed prn.;tices nnd procedures for thG pr·~vcntion of aarine 
pollution. 

TECHNIC.\.L "~SSISTi:l!CE 

.'..rticlQ 11 

1. Statos shall diract~y Qr through compet~nt intcrn...~tiGnal or regionnl 
organizations: 

(~) promote progrrunmes of sci~ntific, oduc~tional, techrdcr~ 3nd other 
asaiatance tq developing countries for the preacrvntion of the oc;rinc ~nvironccnt 
~nd the prevention of nr~inc pollution. Such assistance shall include, inter ~ia, 

(i) tr<'.inil18 of aciontifi.; ::-,nd techniccl ~rsrmnol; 

(ii) fncilitution of thnir pnrticip~tion in ~"levant intcrn~tional progrnacca; 

(iii) supply of nccessccry cquip~ont ~~d f~cilitics; 

(iv) ~nhc..ncing the c;o.pacity of d.:)vclopine countriaa to nanuf;-.cturc such 
cquipr.lent; 

(v) dc•r(:::opnent of f.~cilitien fnr :"lld nd.vice g11 rcsenrch, IJonitoring, 
educ~tion~l and other progrnaocs. 1 

---- ·----
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\b) provide npproprint~ ~ssist~cc, in p~icular to developing countries, for 
the cinici.zr.tion of the (;ffects of oajor incidents which cey cause serious pollution 
in the narine environoent. 

(c) provide appropriate ~ssist~~ca in perticular to developing countries 
concerning the preparation of onvironnentol nssessDGnts. 

:.rticle 12 

Developing Stctos shnll, for purposes of the prevention of onrine pollution or 
the ni~znticn of its effects, be granted preference in: 

(n) the c.lloc.-.tion of ~.pproprinte funds and technical assistance facilities 
of international urgapizations, nnd 

(b) the utilizdion of their speciclized services. 

CH;".Pl'ER FOUR 

NG1ITTOIUNG 

}.rticlc 13 

l. States she>.ll, consistent \-lith th:::: rights of other Stctes endeavour, ns much as 
is practicable individually or collectively through the competent international 
orgp.niz.-.tions to observe, nonsurc, ov!'.lu2.tc and e.n2.lysc, by recognized nGthods the 
risks or effects of pollution of the tlc.rinc enviroru:JCnt. 

2. In p~icular, St...tcs shcU.l keep under ~eillnncc the effect of any 
activities which they pernit or in Hhich they all{l:>.ge to detcrninc \mother these 
~ctivitics are likely to pollute the n~inc cnviro~ent . 

:.rticle 14 

States shall vrovidc o.t nppropri.:>.tc intcrvcls reports of the results obtained 
relating to risks or effwcts of pollutiozl of the n2.rinc environnent to 
United N~tions Environnent Progr-~e or any other coopetent internation.~ or 
regional organiz:'.tions, vhich should r'k~c them ~v:Ul<tbli.l t0 all Stntcs. 

CfL'.ITER FIVE 

:.rticlc 15 

W!'lcn States he.vc rcaso~blc grounds fo.c axpc<:ting th:tt plr..nned :>.cti vi tics under 
their jurisdiction or ,.;ontrol r.1cy c::>.use «Ub.:~tnntinl pollution of the I:larine 
environnent, they ehall, ::.s f:J~' ac prnctL;n.ble, c.ss.:;ss th0 potential effects of such 
activities on tho nl'!.:ri.pc environncmt ;:u1d shall coiniJunicate :reports of the results of 
mJr.h -'lflf'"Aru:l<:>nt . ., ir. th.::. u..,nn<'r pl'<.'Vickd in p~r,..(;rnph 2 of <Tticlc 13. 

---------
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CHA!'rER SIX 

Article 16 

1. States Shall establish national laws and regulations to prevent, reduce end 
control pollution .,r the marine enviro:ncent froc land-bEi.sed sources including rivers, 
estuaries, pipelines and outfnll structures, taking into account interne.tiomll.y 
cgreed rules, standards and recommended practices and procedures. 

States shall also toke such other ceasures as ca;y be necessary to prevent 1 

reduce and control pollution of the cexine environment froc lend-based sources. 

2. Sto.tes shall endeavour to harmonize their national policies at the appropriate 
regione.l level. 

3· Sto.tes, ecting in :rarticulnr through the appropriate intergovernmental 
organizations or by dl.plomatic conference 1 shall endoavour to establish glo~ and 
regional rules, standexda and reconmendcd practices and procedures to prevent, 
reduce and control pollution of the m.~ine environment from lar~-bo.sed sources, 
tAking ir.to account charactoristic regiolUI.l features, the e·conom.ic · co.paci ty o.f 
developing countries and their need for cconocic development. 

4· Laws, regulations, neasures, rules, stande.rds !'.nd recoliii:ICnded prMtices and 
procedures referred to in p?..r!!8l'aphs 1 and 3 respectively shall include those 
designed to r.dninize to the fullest possible extent the relense o.f toxic, ha.nnf'ul 
and noxious substances, especially persistent substances, into the carina 
environment. 

.'.rticlc 17 

1. CoaBt~l Str>,tes sha.ll establish Mtiorlnl laws and regulations to prevent, reduce 
~nd control pollution of the marine cnviroDQCnt e.rising .from ~ctivities concerning 
exploration nnd exploitntion. o.f tho sen bed and from installations under their 
jurisdiction, pursuant to Chapter Four of this Convention. 

States shnll also t~e e~ other measures ~s m~ be necess~ to prevent, 
reduce end contrQl such pollution. 

Such lc.\·rs, regulations ;>.nd me.:-..sures shnll be no less o.f.fcctivo than generally 
accept~d internationt:'~ rules, atnnCl~a ;>nd recocmcnded practices and procedpres. 

2. Stntes 3ho.ll cndat-xour to h:.>.roonizc their natiorml policies at the e.ppropriate 
regiolUI.l level. 

). States, c.cting in particulnr through the appropriate intergoverm:~ental 
orgnniz~tions or by diploc~tic conference, shall establish globnl and regional rules, 
stc.ndo.rds end. recomended prt>.ctices end. procedures to prevent, reduce and control 
pollution o.f the marina environment nrising in connexior- with sen-bed ~tivitics 
and inatallo.tions nentionod in p<'..r~rnph 1 n.bove. 
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The prons~ollR referring to oon.sures to prevent, reduce am control pollution 
of the marine environoent froo ~ctivities concerning explor~tion nnd exploitation of 
the internatio!'k"'.l se~-bed c.rec.: c.re contaj,ned in Chapter of this Convention. 

· :.rticle 19 

1. Stntes ah.,J.l estr,blish n.,-,_tioncl. l::>.ws and regulations to prevent, reduce and 
control pollution of tho.narine environoent froc ducping !( of wnstes nnd other 
matter. 

Stntes. shnll.- also tclce such other rg(}nsures as may be nccesscry to prevent, 
reduce and control such pollution. 

Such laws, ret?Ulations or.d ce<>-sures shcl.l ensurG that dumping is not carried out 
wi.tho:u.t the_ penniseion of the competent .:>.uthorities of Stateo. 

2. States, acting in particular through the cocpetent intergoverncental 
orgo.ni~e.tions or by diplo11w.tic conference, shall endeavour to establish as soon a.e 
possible and to the-extent that they~ not nlreody in existence, glob~ rxd 
regional rules, stnndards nnd recommended prn.cticos and procedures to prevent, 
reduce and control pollution of the caril"'..c 0nvironrncnt by dUI.lpil'l(! of wastes and other 
cattcr. 

3. Dumping of wastes nnd other mc.tter, within ehc.ll not be c~ied out 
without the express approval of the ccc.stal Stntc, which hc.s the exclusive right to 
permit, regulate ~ control such ducping. 

4. National laws, regulations nnd censures shell be no less effective in 
preventing, reducing ~d controlling pollution from ducping than global rules and 
standards. 

Article 20 

1. States, acting throueh the competent international org~Jdzn.tion or Qy Beneral 
diplomatic conference, shall estc.blish ns soon as possible and to the extent that 
they n.re not a.lroc>.dy in existence, internationD.l rules n.Tld stnnd2..":'ds for the 
prevention, reduction and control of pollution of the marine en~ironoent from vessels. 

2. States shall establish effective: laws Md regulations for the prevention, 
reduction nnd control of pollution of the l!lnrine environccnt froc vessels flying 
their flag. The requirements of such l.:'.ws and rcffUl,o.tions shcll be no less 
effective than generc..lly accepted int(?rn,.-,_tion::.l rules nnd st:mdnrds referred to in 
paragrnph 1. · 

:!} The def1ni tion of dumping of wastes and oth~r mn.ttcr ocy be included 
in a specie! introductory chapter of this Convention together with all other 
defini tiona. · 

I 
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3. The coastal State ma.Y establish, in respect of the territorial sea, more 
effective laws and regulations for the prevention, reduction and control of marine 
pollution from vessels. In establishing such laws and regulations the coastal State 
shall, consistent with the aim of achieving maxi:num possible uniformity of rules and 
standards governing international navigation, conform to the international rules and 
standards referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article. Such laws and regulations must 
not have the practical effect of hampering innocent passage through the territorial sea. 

4. Where internationally agreed rules and standards are not in existence or are . 
inadequate to meet special circumstances and where the coastal State has reasonable 
grounds for believing that a particular area of the economic zone is an area where, 
for recoanized technical reasons in relation to its oceanographical and ecological 
conditions its utilization, and the particular character of its traffic, 
the adoption of special maniatory measures for the prevention of 
pollution from vessels is required, the coastal State ~ apply to the competent 
international organization for the area to be recoanized as a "special area". .Any such 
application shall be supported by scientific and technical evidence and shall, where 
appropriate, include -pli!Ils for establishing sufficient and sui table land-based 
reception facilities. 

5. Nothing in this Article shall be deemed to affect the establishme.:tt by the 
coastal State of appropriate non-discriminatory laws and regulations for the protection 
of the marine environmet:.t in areas within the economic zone, where particularly severe 
climatic conditions create obstructions or exceptional hazards to navigation, and where 
pollution of the marine environment, according to accepted scientific criteria, could 
cause major harm to or irreversible disturbance of the ecological balance. 

6. Laws and regulations established pursuant to the internationally agreed rules and 
standards referred to L1 paragraph 4 of this Article, shall not become appliuabl6 in 
relation to foreian vessels until six months after they have been notified to the 
competent international organization. 

Article 21 

1. States shall establish national laws and resulations and shall take .measures to 
prevent, reduce and control pollution of the marine environment from the atmosphere, 
taking into account internationally agreed rules, standards and recomuended practices 
and procedures. 

2. States shall endeavour to establish global and regional rules, standards !llld 
recommended practicee and procedures to prevent, reduce and control ll'arine pollution 
from atmospheric sources. 

CHAPI'ER SE.VEN 

ENFORCEMENT 

Article 22 

States shall have the right to enforce laws and regulations adopted in 
accordance with the provis.ions of this Convention for the protection and 
preservation of the marine environment from land-based sources of marme ·pollution. 

i) 
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Stntes shall br-.Ye- -the ·ricrht tu .. mfor.::·:::: lr..ws :'Jld rcgulntions ~opted in 
e.ccorda.nce )Qtl1.tha provisions of thi:.-~ Conv~nti::::n for tilC· protection nnd 
prosc>rvr..tion cf the ncr-inc nnvironn,,nt frou p·Jllution .-.rising froc :1ctivi tics 
concorr.i:ng explor~tir,n :1rtd .:!xploit:--tio:l 0f th~~ .. ~ontir~ont<'.l aholf ~ provided for in 
th:is -C'lnvention. 111< 

The !!'.t~:::?:nn~ionnl ~uthrlrit.y :·~a referred to in Gh<'.ptcr of this 
Convention shr..ll unf'oreo, in co-opor~tion 1<Tith the flq~ St~toe 1 the rulos ~'\IJd 
st.:md:::.rtls adopted in r.c·Jord<~nco vlith the provisione of this Convention fer the 
protection t::J-Jd preaorvl:':ti.:>n of the ranrino environnez:t .free poll·.J.tion ;-..risin& from 
ectivitiGa ccncr>r:li.~ :i;:pl:.r:-.tion r.nd -oxploH.:ttiot• ~-! t:~c ::.nbr!l:!tiorcl s0~ bed ~ea. • 

..:.Xticl0 25 

Lnwa nnd rcgulf'.tiou.:; adopted in .-.ccord..-."..':lC" with the provisions of this 
'Donvent.ion . .for the protoctiun =l prosc-:-vntion of the no.rin.:: environment from 
dll!lpi.11c5 at sea sb.n.ll bo cnfurccc1: 

(r.>.) by uey Str.tc withi:1 it:J territorJ; 

(b) by -~he fl<'.g Stctto 1-1ith rt1Gr.rd to vt•ssols vntl ::irer:>.ft r~eistcrcd j_n 

its territory o:c- flyill[; i,;s flag; 

(c) by the C0!'.std Str..tc: ·:m V0B::k:ls mid .:Urcrt:\ft C~:ll:;cd in ctw:ipiiJ6 within· · 
ito econonic zone and contiru::nk~ shelf; · . · · ·......, 

(d) by the port Std.:J :m vossc13 11nd circrcU't lo:~ .. dii'J€ ::".t -its f:::..cilitics or 
off-shore tornin~s. 

:.rtic].c 26 

1. St!'.teo sha.ll ensure:. c:>r..pliancc with interna.tional rulcfJ :"'.nu stc.ndc.rds rufcrred to 
in Article 20 for ';he preservr..tion ?f cari 1e envir.:lnment by ·:0ssde flying their 
flaa or ·=>f their -registry, and shall provide for the effective enforceL!ent of such 
rules .:mu stc.nuc.rds irresp0cti VG of ~·There the viclritionil 'C~'Y hr.vc occurred. 

2. •• fl~ Stde sha.ll, :>.t the d.ocurJo!lted rccr..;.ost of ri~,Y 3t::.tc, i.r:vestie~te !'.I\Y 
violation <>~1-:g::d to hnv.J bccn C•)CI:Ii ttcd by its vc sanl::J. If sati s.fiHd thr.t 
suffir;icnt cviclcncu i~;> ~vd.l :ibl') to ·:~nablu proccccli~s t<:> b.:: broP.ght in respect of 
the -cllcgod violntion, th.-, fl;~ St .~t~· sh:1ll cause m1c.h pro: c..,clin.js t,1 be tl'.kcn ns 
s0or. .-:>.s pt>asible, in :wco:..·:l.c.ncc 1-1i th its l'"-\18. 'rlw fl.::.; State oha.ll pr::.mptly 
info:ru the rcquootil'l(; St."'.CrJ 0f the ;:o..~tion tclccn :tnd 0.f i tg nutcoDC . 

3. The pcncl tics spc:cificd unller thu fl.-o;3 St<~t'-'' s lcgialatior.. for its mm 
vcss<cls 3..'lall bu ~dcqu.."'.tc in suv2:..·:..ty to clisecur~-.ge viola.ti .Jns c~nd C!JUdly severe 
rcBcrdloa(l of where thG violdione occurrcJ.. 

• , ' 
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Article 27 

1. When a State has reasonable grounds for believing that a vessel irrespective of ita 
flag or State of registration, which ia voluntarily within one of ita porte or at one 
of the offshore termiild.ls, has violated the international :rules and standards 
regardless of where the violation occurred, it IIIUSt: 

(a) undertake an immediate and thoroueh inveetisation of the violation; 

(b) provide immediate notification of the results of thP investigation to the 
flag State concerned and any States affec~d by the allesed violation. 

2. The coastal State may prevent this vessel from sailing if it presents .an excessive 
dazl8er to the marine environment: it may however authorize it to leave the port or 

-terminal to go to the nearest appropriate shipyard for repairs. 
3· When a coastal St~tP. has· reasonable grounds for believir~ that a v~ssel irrespective 
of its registration, which is voluntarily within one of its ports or at one of its 
'offshore terminals, has :released a discharge in the area extending to Idles from 
the baseline from which the territorial sea is ~easured which constitutes a violation of 
the international rules ~d standards, it may, subject to t~e y~visions of Article 28, 
i.nst.i.:b.rte proc.eed.:in8S. . .aoccrding to its laws and' if necessary, arrest the vessel. 

Article 28 

1. A coastal State~ apply the measures contained in Article 27 when a vessel, 
pPasing through the territorial sea, irrespective of its flag or State of registration. 
has violated the international rules and standards referred to in Article .20, . 
paragraphs 1 and 2. 

2. A coastal State may apply the measures contained in Article 27 at the request of 
ano.ther State when a vessel, irrespective of its flag or State of registration has 
violated the international rules and standards referred to in Article 20 paragraphs 1 
and 2, by releasing a discharge in the area extending to miles from the baseline 
from where the territoTi~l sea of the requesting State is measured if such State is 
party to the Convention containing these international :rules and standards alleged to 
be violated. 
}. When a coastal State arrests a ship, or when it receives a request from another 
State in accordance with paragraph 1, it IIIUSt immediately notify the flag State of these 
facts, .f.'urnishing a report and all other relevant information. 

4. The report dra·,-m up by the competent a·v.thorities of. the <..Jastal State concerned 
shall be forwarded to the flag State. 

5· Proceedings in respect of any violation other than arresting a vessel shall not 
be instituted by the coastal State until the expiry of six months from the date of · 
notification to the flag State in accordance with paragraph 2 of this Article, and at 
any time after the expiry of that period if the flag State has previously commenced 
proceedings and has not discontinued those proceedings. 

6. Proceedings in respect of the violation shall not be instituted by the coastal 
State after the expiry of three years from the date of the violation. 

7. Proceedings taken by the coastal State shall not prevent the flag State from 
exeroieing its own competence. 

8. Proceedings in respect of the violation may not be instituted by another State if 
such proceedings .in respect of the same violation have already been in~tiated by the 
flag State pureruant to t~e provisions of this Article. 

9· Only moneta...-y penalties may be imposel by a coastal State in respect of any such 
violation. 
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vfuen a coastal State arrests a veesel or institutes proceedings pursuant to 
paragraph 3 9f iu-ticle 27, it shall immediately release the vessel if the o~mer 
or his representative deposits a bond or other reasonable security which may net 
exceed the ~um penalty stipulated for the violation. The vessel shall net be 
released if it cannot proceed to sea ~ithout presenting an excessive danger to 
the marine enviror: .ent. However, tile co[ ,tal State may per. .it the vessel to leave 
the port or offshora terminal in order to proceed to the nearest repair yard 
available. 

:.rticle 30 

1. When a coastal State has reasonable grounds for believing that a vessel, 
regardless of its flag or State of registration, has violated the international 
rules and standardo by releasing discharges in the aree>. extendint; to --- miles 
from the baseline from rmich the territorial sea is measured, that State requires 
the vessel to giv3 infomatiou by radio or other means of communication. 

This information shall concern: 

(i) identification of the vessel and its port of registrat-ion, 

(ii) its last and next ports of cr~l, 

(iii) and any other ir£ormation required to be given by the relevant 
international regulation, being inform~tion which will nnke it possible to establish 
whether the suspected viol~tion hae been committed. 

' . ' 
' 2. The infomation referred to in the preceding par28reph mcy only be required if 

the vessel is in t!1e area extending to--- miles from the baseline from which 
the territorial sea is measured. 

:crticle 31 

When there are rensonable grounds for believing that the vessel navigating 
through an area ey ~cending to _ _ miles fl .. >m the baseline frrom which .the territorial 
sea of the coastal State is me?..S'.li'erl, has tiischar3ed in violation of international 
rules and standards, the vessel m~ be required to stop and m~ be boarded for 
inspection, provided thet -

(.a) the violation has been of flagrant character causing severe dam<>-4Je or 
threat of severe dnmcge to the marine environment, or the vessel is proceeding 
to or from the internal waters of the coastal st~te; 

(b) o.ny suC'h inspection shall be limited to C'J1 ex::'Jilir~-,_tion of such 
certific~tes and records as the veos~l is required to ('PITY by the relevant 
internatioJlll.l rei,'Ulc.tion or of ~ simil<:.r documents \·lhich it is carrying; 

(c) a physioal umpectior. of the vc ssol m[';r thereafter be c;u-ried out only 
if that io necesanry to confirm the flUBpoeted violation. 
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.'.rticle 52 

When a co~stal State exercises the riGhts referred to in ;~ticles 30 nnd 31 
it shall prom~tly notify the fl~ st~t~ of the suspected violation and of the 
respective mee.sures ~Thich hc.ve been tcloon. · 

.:.rticle 3~ 

The: right::~ o:m!erred en thiJ ,:oast.:-~ State by l.rtLL:a 27 to }2 rJey be 
exercised only by offiuicl:; :>r uccnte h.:1.ving the ~utho:::Hy to estr-.bllah th:".t n 
violation ha.a bae11 00JJO.i tt,:;u . 

. Wh6ll tc.!d.::.e t:ea..ti\C~:: ~.{;:.l; ~ '; l foreiczo vessu} ' l'."'.r.::-.lr.:;t. t:.> .Jti. ~::. ·J~ 27 tc ) ?.·, 
the Stnte in quaation will immcct~~tcly ir~orc tho consul~~ or diplo~tic 
representative of the flag St::-.te of the vessel neainst 1mich the nensu.res were tc.ken. 

A vessel ocy be det~ned only by virtue of ~ court ord~r of the State hcving 
jurisdictio~. The voss<>l r.rust be i..mmedio.tely relccsad if the person respolUliblo 
pays the fino ~posed. 

If a.s a result of un nrrest tho coL'.st::-.1 StP.te decides th:>.t it is ne.ce sse.ry to 
detain the vessel, it mu8t ~ tikcn to c safe ~d convenient pl&ec vf r~chorcge. 

The coastcl. St:-.te may exercise the pmrers provided for in :.rticle 35 only to 
the extent thct there is no ~xcessive d~r~er to thG vessel in question and tha.t no 
unrer.sonable risks f'.rc -::rc::tteci for nnvil:)ation or the marine envirOnment. 

The: coastr.l Sta.te must proviue for r<.Jcvm·se in its r:ourtz in respect of loss or 
damase resultine r~~m the inapection, the )r.~uiry or applic.:'+,ion of measures t~~en 
purSUllllt to Lrticles 2'7 to )6 where they exceetl. those ;lhich \iere reasone.bly 
necessary in view of existing info~ntion. 

In the exercise of its ri[;hts r.nd clutics unier this Ch~~ptcr, t-. St{l.te shnll 
not discri.l:l.i.ne.te in form or in f;:>.ct <'~ninst fareign veasels. 

~~ticle 39 

Nothing in Chapters si~: c.nd aoven shcll affact tbe·lagal TOgima 
of etrPita ueod for ir.tornctioMl nnvi;~<:'.tion. 

:.rtide 4'> 

Stntes shall hc'.V~ the riaht tC' enforce l.:1.ws ru1d roGUlo.tions adopted in 
nccordunce with the provisions of thi:> Conv~ntion for th(, protection nnd preserv;,. tion 
of the marino environment from L".tt!lospheric sources of mr.rill(l pollution. 

- - ---- -----·----

,, 
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1. St£-.tes hnve thG r.:.sponsibility to ensure that ~.ctivi tics under their jurisdiction 
or control do not cr.use datll'~e to are;-.s under the jurisdiction of other states or to 
the marine anvironcon~ of other 3tatec <Jd wlall, in acco~l~nce with principles of 
internatio~ law be liable to other Stnt~s fer such druoegc. 

2. States have the reoponsibility to ensure that activities under theiX 
jurisdiction t')r control U" not Ot\:.i30 dt'Jljnec to the l:l'l.rine enviroraont beyond aroa.s 
where St~tea ex~roise sovereign riahta in ~ccordance with this· Convention. · 

j. When necessl'~, States shall co-oper~te in the developnent of ' international 
law relating tc th; protcotior- end prcservntion of the marine environment in 
establishing inter ~~ia criteria end procedures for the dctercina.tion of liability, 
the assessment of d~e, the p~nt of 0ocpensation N¥1 the settlement of relnted 
disputes • .V 

CHi:.Pl'ER NINE 

SOVETIEIGN I~lliru]ITY 

iorticle 42 

The provisions of Chapters Six r~ Seven shall not ~PP~ to aqy ~xahip, ~v~~ 
auxili~ or other vessel o~~d or oper~tcd by a State cxd used, for the time being, 
only on governnent ncncollllilercL'.l service. However, o:.o.ch St:-_te shall ensure by the 
rAoption of npproprinte oenoures not imp~rins the operations or operatic~~ 
capabilities of SUJh vassels or other craft cvmed or opernted by it, that such 
vessels or other cr?It ~.ct in ~ mrr~r consistent, so frx ns is rensoDP~le end 
practicable, with Ch~pters Six nnd Seven. 

CH:J'TER '!'EN 

OTHE."'t CO.NV"mlTIGUS OU PRESERV.~TION OF THE ~it'.JUNE ENVIRONI-1ENT 

:.rticlc 42 

1. The provisions of this Convention shr~l be without prejudice to the specific 
obligations assumed by St~tea undor BP'~cicl conventions nnd r-.ereements concluded 
previously which rolntc to the prevention of pollution of the m.;rine environment 
nor to r~emcnts which m~ be concluded in furthercnce of the G~neral principles 
aet forth in this Convention. 

V The QU.Gshon of sottl"'mont o.f llisputc:l is referred to ir. Chnpter __ _ 
of this Convention. 

-----------------------
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2, Specific obligations RsSUI:Ied by States under spec} oJ. conventions, with respect 
to the protection c.nd preservati•'":! of the ~:~a:rinc enviromaent should be e.pplied in a 
manner consistent with the gcMrcl. principleo and objectives of this Convention. 

· SE'l"l'LENENT OF DISPUTES 

Lrticlc 44 

1~ dispute with respect to the interpretation or application of the 
~ovisions of this Convention with respect to the preservation of the marine 
environment shall be resolved b,y the dispute settlement procedures contained in 
Chapter of this Convention. 
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MARJNE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

CHAPTER ONE 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1 

Marine scientific research means any stu~ or related experimental work designed 
to increase man's knowledge of the marine environment.!/ 

Article 2 

All States, whether coastal or land-locked, as well as appropriate international 
organizations have the right to conduct marine scientific research subject to the 
provisions of this Convention. 

Article 3 

States shall endeavour to promote and facilitate in accordance with the provisions 
of this Convention the development and conduct of marine scientific research not only 
for their own benefit but also for the ·benefit of the international community. 

Article 4 

States and international organizations shall apply in the conduct of marine 
scientific research the following principles: 

(a) marine scientific research activities shall be conducted exclusively 
for peaceful purposes; 

(b) such activities shall not unduly interfere with other .legitimate uses 
of the sea compatible with the provisions of this Convention and shall 
be duly respected in the course of such uses; 

(c) such activities shall comply with regulations established in conformity 
vi.th the provisions of this Convention, for the preservation of the 
marine environment. 

Article 5 

Marine scientific research shall be conducted subject to the rights of coastal 
States as provided for in this Convention. 

~ A provision containing a definition of marine scientifiry research coul d be 
elliboched in a special introductory chapter of this Convention together with all other 
def!.nitions. 
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Article 6 

In conducting marine scientific research in accordanee with the provisions of 
this Convention States and competeilt interL:J.tional organizatLns shall use appropriate 
scientific methods and ~ utili~e vessels, aircraft, devices, equipment or 
installations, 

Article 7 

Marine scientific research activities shall not form the leeal basie for any 
claim 'Whatsoever to any part of the marine environment or its resources. 

CHAPTER TWO 

INTERNATIONAL AND .REGIONAL CO-OPERATION 

Article 8 

States shall, in occordance with the principle of respect for eovereignt.y and on 
the basis of mutual benefit, promote international co-operation in ~ine scientific 
research for peaceful purposes. 

Article 9 

States shall co-operate with one another, throush the conclusion of bilateral and 
multilateral agreements, to create fsvourable·qonditiona for the conduct of scientific 
research in the marine environment and to integrate the efforts b,y scientists in 
stud~,ring the essence of 8lld the interrelations between phenomena and processes 
occurring in the marine en·.rironment. 

Article 10 

States shall, ooth individually, and in co-operation with other States and with 
competent international organizations, actively promote the flow of scientific data 
and information and the transfer of knowledge resulting from marine scientific research 
in particular to developing countries, as well as the strengthening of t~e autonomous 
marine research capabilities of developing countries throush, inter alif\ 1 programmes 
to provide adequate education and training of their technical and scientific personnel. 

Article 11 

The availability to every State of information and knowledge reaul ting from marine 
scientific research shall be facilitated by effective international communication of 
proposed major programmes and their objectives, and b,y publication and dissemination 
of the results throush international channels. · 

Article 12 

States and international organizations shall endeavour to facilitate marine 
scientific research through bilateral or regional and other multilateral agreements. 

I 



CHAPTER THREE 

A/OOHF.62/WP.B/Part III 
page 17 

CONDUCT AND PROHOTION OF MARINE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

Article 13 

Coastal States have 1he eY-clusive right to conduct and regulate marine scientific 
research in their territorial sea. Scientific research activities therein shall be 
conducted only with the explicit consent of~ and under the conditions set forth by the 
coastal State. Requests for such consent shall be submitted to the coastal State well 
in advance and shall be answered without undue delay. 

Article 14 

Marine scientific research beyond the territorial sea., in the economic zone and . 
the continental Ehelf, shall be conducted by States as well as by appropriate inter­
national organizations in such a manner that the rights of the coastal State, as 
provided for in this Convention, are respected. 

Article 1~ 

States and international organizations which intend to undertake scientific 
research in the economic zone or on the continental shelf of a coa3tal State shall 
provide that State with a full description of: 

(a) the nature and objectives of the research project; 

(b) the means to be used, including name, tonnage, type and class of vessels; 

(c) the precise geographical areas in which the activities are to be conducted; 

(d) the expected date of first appearance and final departure of the research 
vessels or equipment as the case may be; and 

(e) the name of the sponsorina institution, its director and the scientist(s) 
in charge of the expedition. 

Article 16 

States and international orGSDizations when undertaking scientific research shall 
comply with the following conditions: 

(a) ensure the riEhts of the coastal State, if it so desired, to participate 
or to be represented in the ·research project; 

(b). provide the coastal State an opportunity to participate directly or be 
represented, if it so desires, in the research on board vessels at the 
expense of the State conducting the research but '1i thout p33JDBnt of a:rry 
remunnration to the scientist of the coastal State; 

(c) provide thg coaoto.J. Sb.te with the final results and conclusions of the 
r~s~arch project; · 

(d) undertake to provide to the coastal State _ on aereed b~sis raw and 
processed data and samples of materials; 

(e) if requested, assist the coastal State in assessing the said data and 
samples and the results thereof; 
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(f) . ensure that the·-research-resUlts are made intemational.ly-aYailable 
through Inter.n4tional ngta~entres or through other app~priate · 
international channels as soon as faB$ible; 

(g) inform the coastal State illll!ledia.taly of any major change in the research 
programme; and 

(h) cv~ly with _all relevant provisions of this Convention. 

Article 17 

The colllim.Uli.cation coacerning the research project shall be D.ll.de thrOUBh approp­
riate official channels and the coastal State shall ·acknowledge its receipt immediately. 

Article 18 . 

l. States and international organizations, which in:tend. to uniertake s-,ientitic 
researCh shall indicate in their communication to the coastal State whether they 
consider the· research project to be of a fundamental nature or related to the resources 
of the economic zone or continental shelf. 

2. States shall seek to prooote through competent international organizations the 
establishment of criteria and guidelines concerning the differentiation between 
research directly related to the exploration and exploitation of the living and non­
living resources and" .rundwnental research which is not directly related to e:zplciration 
and exploitation of such resources. 

Article 19 

If the coastal State coneiders that the research project defined by the research­
ing State as fundamental is not oi such nature, it may object only on the ground that 
the said project would infringe on its rights as defined in this Convent~on over the 
natural resources of the econo~c zone, or continental shelf. 

Article 20 

Aily dispute with respect to the determination of the nature of the research 
project, if not settled by negotiation between the parties concerned shall, at tho 
request of any of the parties of the dispute, be submitted for settlement in accordance 
with the procedures set out in the relevant articles of this Convention. 

Article 21 

Any research p~~ject related to the living and non-living resources of the economic 
zone and the continental shelf shall be conducted only with tho explicit consent of the 
coastal State. In this case the following conditions shall apply: 

(a) the eonditions spP.cified in Articles 15 and 16 with the exception of 
condition (f) of. Article 16; · 

(b) if requested, submit to the coastal State as soon as practicable after 
the completion of the research, a report including a preliminary inter­
pretation; 

(c) ensure that the researc:h results are nut published or raadt! internationally 
ava ·.lable without the express consent of the coastal State; and 

(d) fulfil any other request for information relating directly to the 
res&arch project. 

-------
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When the resea~~h is of fundamental na+,ure the coastal State may indicate within 
___ days of the com~cation concerning th~ research project its intent to participate 
in the different phases of the research on mutually agreed terms. In case the coastal 
State does not reply, the researching State or the international organization shall 
proceed with the realization of the research project in accordance. with the conditions 
referred to in Article 16. 

Article 23, 

1. States and international organizations conducting marine scientific· research in 
the economic zone of a coastal State shall take into account the interest, and rights 
of the land-locked and other geographically disadvantaged States of the region, neigh­
bouring to the research area, a.3 provided for in this Conventiun, and shall notify 
these States of the proposed research project as well as provide, at their request, 
relevant ~nformation and assiotance as specified in Article 15 and Article 16, sub-
paragraphs (e) and (g) • 

2. Such neighbouring land-locked and other geographically disadvantaged States shall, 
at their request, be given the opportunity to participate, whenever feasible in the 
proposed research project through qualified experts to bo appoin~ed by them. 

Article 24 

Coastal States shall on the baeis of bilateral or regional and other multilateral 
agreements and in a spirit of international co-operation with a view to promoting 
marine scientific ref!eaich activities conducted in accordance with this Conventi.on, 
adopt measures, including domestic legislation, to facilitate access to their harbours 
and to provide assi~tance for marine scientific research vessels carrying on such 

activities. 

l..rti• · ~e 25 

1. All States, whether coastal or land-locked, as well as appropriate inte~tional 
organizations shall have the right in confoi·mi ty with the provisio:J.s of this Conv.ention 
to conduct marine scientific research :i.n the international sea-ber, area. 

2. Inforll8tion concerning the research project in accordance with Article 15 shall be 
submitted not lees than days beforehand to the -International Sea-bed Authority, 
established in accordanc;-;ith the provisions of this Convention. 

3· When a resource oriented marine scientific research programme· is planned in an 
area immediately adjacent to the economic zone or continental shelf of a coastal State, 
and research incidental to the research programme, involving entries into the economic 
zone of the coastal State may be req:.Uretl, the. coastal State may request that the 
provisions of Article 21 be fulfilled. 

4. The .t•eaearch results should be published in a readily available scientific 
publication, and in any event IJ.".Ul.e in~erl"..ationally available thNugh appropriah 
international cha.nnels, a.o soon as possible. 

---------
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Article' 26 

All States whether coastal or land-locked as well as appropriate international 
organizations shal:. bave the right in confcimi.ty with the provisions of this Convention 
to conduct marine scientific research in the waters of the high seas beyond the limits 
of the economic zone. 

CHAPTER FDUR 

STATUS Oli' SCIENTIFIC EQUIPMENT IN THE MAR:mE ~WI.RONMENT 

Article 27 

The deployment ~ use of any type of scientific research installations or equip­
ment in the marine environment shall be subject to the same conditions as those for 
the conduct of marine sciGntific research, as provided for in this Convention. 

Article 28 

All the rights necessary to operate and manage and the responsibility for such 
installations or e~pruent shall remain with the States or the international organiz­
ations which have deployed them or on whose behalf they have been deployed, in 
accordance with the provisions of this Convention. unless otherwise agreed between the 
parties concerned. 

Article 29 

In areas where the consent of the coastal State is needed for the conduct of 
marine scientific research in accordance with this Convention the coastal State has 
the power to inspect and ensure that the installations or equipment are used in 
conformity with the purposes and conditions set out for the conduct of the research 
project, including ~he right, in the case cf contraventiQn by the deploying States or 
international organ.izatic..ns, to take all .appropriate judidal and administrative 
measures. 

Article 30 

The installations or equipment referred to in this Chapter shall n0t have the 
statu.s of islands or possess their own territorial waters, and their existence shall 
not affect thedelimitation of the territorial sea, continental shelf or economic zone 
of the coastal State. 

.Article 31 

Safety zones of a width not exceeding __ metres measured from the oute:rmost 
points of the installaticns referred to in this Chapter may be created around the 
installations. All States shall ensure that such safety zones are respected by their 
ships. 

Article 32 

The deployment and use of any type of scientific research installations or equip­
ment must not constitute an obstacle to the established international s}~ppi~ routes. 
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Article 33 · 

Installations or equipment referred to in this Chapter shall bear identification 
markings indicating the State or internaticrial org&Dization to which they belong and 
will have adequate ·.taming signa1s to ensure the safety of sea and air navigation. 

CHAPTER FIVE 

RESPONSIBII.ITY .IJiD LIABIT...!TY 

Article 34 

·states and competent international organizations shall be responsible for ensuring 
that marine scientific research, whether undertaken by thGJII or on their behalf, is 
conducted in accordance! wi t:O. tha provisions of this Convention. 

They shall be liable in conformity \~ith international law for da.mage arising out 
of marine scientific research undertaken by them or on thei• behalf. 

· !J;j;icle 35 

1. States shall also take the necessary legislative or regulatory measures to 
prohibit any conduct of marine scientific research by their nationals, natural or 
juridical, or by other persons under their jurisdiction, which is in contravention of 
the provisions of this Convention and to establish sanctions therefor. 

2. States shall ensure that recourse is available in accordance with their legal· 
systems for compensntion or other relief in respect of damages arising out of marine 
scientific research. 

3. The liability in respect of damage caused within the area under national juris­
diction and/or sovereignty of a coastal State arising from marine scientific research 
activities shall be RQVerned by the law of the coastal State, taking into acc~t the 
relevant principles of international law. 

l.rticle 36 

States undertake to co-opernte in the development of international law relating 
to procedures· for the assessment of damage, the determination of liability, the payment 
of compensation and the settlement of related disputes. 

CHAPTER SIX 

SE'l"I'I»l.ZNT OF DISPUTES 

Any dispute with respect tq the intc~retation or application of the provisions 
of this Convention with respect to marine scientific research shall be rosolved ·b,y the 
dispute settlement procedures contained in Chapter ___ of this Convention. 

) · 



PART 

DEVEWPHEtlT AliD TRANSFER OF TECHNOWGY 

GENERAL PBGVISIONS 

Article 1 

1. All States eitbGr diroesly or through approprida in~~tioual orsazU,saU :JGs shall 
co-operate within t~eir capabilities to actively promote the development and transfer of 
marine sciences and marine technology at fair and reasonable terms, conditions and 
prices. 

2. States in particular shall promote tho development of the marine scientific and 
technological capacity oi ~vel oping States including land-locked and geographically 
disadvantaged States !/ in consonance with their economies and needs, with regard to 
the exploration, exploitation, conservation and management of marine resources, the 
preservation of the marine environment and· the equitable and legitimate uses of the 
marine environment compatible with this Convention, with a view to accelerating the 
social and economic development of the developing States • 

.Article 2 

All States, in promoting such co-operation, shall have proper regard for all 
legitimate interests including, inter alia, the rights and duties of holders, 8Uppliers 
and recipients of technology, 

Article 3 

All States, either directly or tllro\18h appropriate international organizations, 
shall inter alia: 

(a) promote the acquisition, evaluation and dissemination of marine 
scientific and technolocical knowledge; 

(b) promote the development of appropriate marina technology; 

(c) promote the development of the necessary technological infr~structure 
to facilitate the transfer of marine scientific technology in consonance 
with the econo~ and the needs of the r ecipient country; 

(d) promote the development of human resources throueh training and education 
and especially the training of national personnel of a lesser developed 
State; 

(e) facilitate access to scientific and technological information and datal and 

(f) promote international co-c-pcration a.t all levels, particularly at the 
regional, subregional and bilateral levels. 

'!} The definition of the. words "geographically disadvantagad States" could be 
considered in a special introductory Chapter of this Convention together with all other 
defini tiona. 

I I 
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In order to achieve the above-mentioned objectives, States, either directly or 
through the appropriute international organi~tions shall ~ndeavour to, inter alia: 

(a) establish programmes of technical co-oneration for the effective transfer 
of all kinds of marine technology to the developing States, particularlY 
the developing land-lc~ked States which, due to their geographically 
disadvantaged situation, have not been able to either establish or develop 
their own technological capacity in marine science and in the exploration 
and exploitation of the marine resources, and to develop the infrastructure 
of such technology; 

(b) promote iavourable conditions for the c~nclusion of agreements, contracts 
and other similar arrangements, under equitable and reasonable conditions; 

(c) hold conferences, meetings and selllinars on appropriate scientific and 
technological subjects; 

(d) promote the exchange of scientists, technologists and other experts; 

(e) undertake projects, promote joint-verttures, l:lixed enterprises (including 
State enterprises) and other forms of bilateral and multilateral co-operation. 

CHAPTER TWO 

INTERNA'i'IONAL CO-OPERATION 

Article 5 

International co-operation for the development and transfer of technology shall, 
where feasible and appropriate, be carried out through existing bilateral regional or 
multilateral programmes, and also throllf$h e:>..'Panded and new programmes to facilitate 
marine scientific research and the transfer of marine technology in new fields. 

Article 6 

States, either directly or through apptopriate international organizations shall 
promote the establishment of universally accepted guidelines, taking into account in 
particular the interests and needs of the cfeveloping States, for the transfer of marine 
technology and other work in the field of transfer of technology on a bilateral basis 
OT within the framework of international organizations and other fora. 

J.rticle 7 

Statee shall e4ldeavour to ensure that international organizations competent in 
the field or the transfer of technology co-ordinate their activities in this field, 
including any regioi'.al or intorna.tic.na.l programmes, taking into account the interests 
and needs of the developing States, including land-locked and geographically dis­
advantaged States. 

Article 8 

All States shall co-operate actively with the International Sen-bed Authority 
established in accordance with this Convention, to encourage and facilitate the transfer 
to developing States and their nationals of skills and technology with regard to 
exploration of the international sea-bed area, the exploitation of its resources and 
related activities. 

--- --------
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Article 9 

The International ~a-bed Authority shall, within its competence concerning the 
exploration of the international sen-bed B.I~a, the exploitation of its resources and 
related activities, as provided for in Article ---' ensure: . 

(a) that nationals of developing States whether coastal, ·land-locked or 
otherwise ~ographically disadvAntagad, on an equitable geographical 
distribu.tion, be taken on under training as members of the managerial 1 · 

research and technical staff constituted for its unde;takings; · 

(b) that the technical documentation on the relevant equipment, ma.chinery, 
devices and processes be made available to all developing States upon 
request; 

(c) that adequate provisions arc made by it to facilitate the acquisition 
by any developing State, or its nationals, of the necessary skills and 
know-how including professional training; 

(d) that the developing States, are assisted in the acquisition of necessary 
equipment 1 processes, plant and other technical know-how throush a special 
fund or any other financial a_~ment designed for this purpose. 

CHAPTER THREE 

REGIONAL MAH:mE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNO!pGICAL CENTRES 

Article 10 

States shall promote, within their capabilities the establishment, especially in 
developing States, of regional marine scientific and technological research centres, 
in co-ordination with the International Sea-bed Authority when appropri~te as well as 
with international organizat ions and national marine scientific and technological · 
institutions, in o~.er t o Dt i mulate and adv ~oe the conduct o. marine scientific 
research by developing States. 

Article 11_ 

The functions of such regional centres shall include, inter alia: 

(a) training and educational programmes at all levels on various aspects of 
marine scientific and technological research, particularly u:arine biology, 
including conservation and management of living resources, oceanograpey, 
eydrograpby, engineering, geology, sea-bed mining and desalination 
technologies; 

(b) ~ment studies; 
(c) study programmes relat ed to the ~reservation of the fik~rine environment 

and the control of pollution; 

(d) organization of r egional seminars, conferences and symposia; 

(e) acquisition and processing of marine scientific and technological data 
and information; 
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(f) prompt dissemination of results of marine scientific and technological 
researah in readily available publicatioae; 

(g) serving ae a repositor,y of marine teohnolosiee for the States of the 
re8ion covering both patented ~d non-patented technolosfee and know-how; 
ad 

(h) tecbnioal co-operation to the countries of the resion. 

I 
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H.E. Mr. Shirley Amerasinghe 
President 
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea 

Dear Mr. President, 

1 May 1975 

We are writing in our personal capacities as co-chairmen of. the informal \·lorking 
Group on Settlement of Disputes which met during the Caracas session of the Conferen~xl 
and has continued to meet regularly during the present session. It was open to all 
participants in the Conference and has been attended at one time or another by 
representatives from more than 60 countri8s, . although som8 of these have participated 
only in some of the meetings. The Working Group took a.s· its basis for discussion the 
alternative texts submitted at Caracas in Document A/COliT'. 62/L. 7. 'l'his discucsion 
proved useful in developing an understanding of the various points of vie\i represented 

in the Group. 

The attached opening Articles (1 - 4) were prepared for the consideration of the 

Conference. 

Following on these opening Articles, one suggested approach to dispute settlement 
would be of a general nature - a.s illustrated by Annex I, Ar.ticles 5 - 17, together 
with sub-annexes dealing with conciliation, arbitration and a Law of the Sea Tribunal -
although this approach could include special functional procedures under Article 6, for 
example with respect to the sea-bed beyond national jurisdiction. 

Another approach wcul·d be functional, based upon the reference of specific 
categories of disputes to special procedures of settlement as illustrated in Annex II. 

Some participants considered . that a system of compulsory settlement should not be 
applied to disputes relating to maritime zones within national jurisdiction. Other 
participants disagreed with this point of view and thought that exceptions ~hould be 

kept to a minimum. · 

The Group considered also an additional preliminary chapter on "Information and 

Consultation" as shown in Annex III. 
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In submitting the working paper to you for your infonnation we would stress that 
-every participant in the work of the Group remains completely free to adopt whatever 
view he or she thinks appropriate in relation to these texts. 

As the question. of disputes settlement is of concern to all three main Committees 
as well as to the Conference as a whole, 'tte are sending this letter and the accompanying 

_ texts to the President of the Conference and to the Chairmen of the three Committees. 

(Signed): A.O. Adede 
(Kenya) 

.· 

.... . :~ 

(Signed): R. Galindo Pohl 
(El Salvador) 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed): R.L. Harry 
(Australia) 
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(Signed): 
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R. Galindo Pohl 
(El Sal vader) 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed): R.L. Harry 
(Australia) 
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CHAPI'ER _ . 

1 1-1ay 1975 

SETTLE}~ OF DIS~UTBS 

ARTICLE l!} 
The Contrac_t _ing Parties shall settle any dispute between them relating to the 

~nte~retation or application of this Conver1tion through the peaceful means indicated 

in Article 33 of the Charter of the Cnited Nations. 
ARTICLE 2 

Nothing in this Chapter shall impair. the right of the Contracting Pa~ties to agree 

at any time to settle a dispute bet,'leen them which relates to th~ interpretation or 

application of this Convention by any peaceful 1r.eans of their own choice. 

ARTICLE 3 

If the Contracting Parties which are parties to a dispute relating to the 

interpretation or appli0ation of this Convention have accepted, throueh a ~neral, 
regional or special agreement, or some other instruments, an obligation to resort to 

arbitration or judicial settlement, any party to the dispute may refer it to arbitration 

or judicial settlement in accordar1ce with such agreement or lnstruments in place of the 

procedure specified in this Chapter, unless the parties agree othenrise. 

ARTICLE 4 
1. If a dispute arises between tvro or more Contracting Parties with respect to 

the interpretation or application of this Convention, those Parties shall proceed 

expeditiously to exchange views 1~garding settlement of the dispute. 

2. Similarly, such an exchange of views shall be held whenever a procedure under 

this Convention, or enother procedure chosen by the parties, has been terminated without 

a settlement of the dispute. 

'!:} The ·ilorlcing Group reconunends that the Conference consider the desirability 
of incluning the following phrase in the preamble to the Convention: "Having regard to 
the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and 
Co-operation among States i.n accordance with the Charter of the United Nations ••• " 
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'"f t h e Cun.tracting Pa:r.·ties whiGh are parties to a d.isp'J.t -:: have n{,rreed to settle a 

d.i. snutF by c; peaceful r.1eans of their O\m choice and hav"! l?.{.:,'"l'-2ecl on a tlme limit for su .. :;h 

proceedings! the procedure specified in this Chapter shall 1.pply only after the 

expiration of that time limit, provided that no settlement bas been reached and the 

agreement bet\·men the parties . does not. preclude any further procedure . 

ARTICLE 6 

Where a. chapter of tr.Lis Convention provides a special procedure for settling all 

or some disputes relating to the interpretation or application of that chapter, the 

-n""ocedure specified in this Chapter shall apply only after that special procedure has 

b€,en concluded, provided. that no settlement has been reached D.nd the relevant chapter 

docs not preclude any further procedure . 

All1'ICLE 7 
1. Where no special procedure is provided for in other chapters of this ConvEmticn, 

any Contra.Jting Party ,.;hic:h is party to a dispute relating to the interpretation or 

application of this Convention may invite the other party or pa~ties to the dispute to 

submit the dispute to conciliation in accorrlance with Armex L\. 

2. If the other party accepts this invitation , tho condliation procedure ~1hall 

proceed in accordance with Annex ·IA, subject to paragraph 3 b~low . 

3· If a party to the di.spute does not accept the invite>.tion, or after acceptirl(;' 

the invitation refuses to appoint its mer.1bers of the concilia.tion commission or the 

chairman thcreCJf, the party which has initiated the-; proceedings rr.a.y tcrr.ri.na t e the . 

proceedines by notifying th~ other party or parties to the dispute to this eff~'JCt . 

4. If the conciliation procedure is terminated in accord.anca ,.,ri th the pr<:Jceding 

paragraph, or if the dispute is not settled by conciliation, either party to the ·disputc 

may resort to the procedure specified in this Chapter . 

Jill11I C'I.E 8 

1. Subject to th8 p~eceding provision~ of this Chapt•,r, any dl.spute relating to 

the interpretation or application of this Convention vrhich has not been settled in 

accordance with those provi s ions shall be nettled in a cC; .~rtlancP. with the pro vi d on s of 

Articles 9 and 10 of this Chapter. f.ny suc:h dispute may be su~)nli. tte(l to the tribunal 

having jurisdiction under these Arti,~h's 'by application of any party t o the dispute. 
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Li\.'J.'l1.!IE 9 

1. In disputes relating to ·,lit; inte1:prctation or application of this Convention, 

the following tribun:-'J.s shall havn ;juri::lt!.ic:L.on to the_ extent :.',nd in the Il'lc111!ler provided 

for in this Chapter: 

a. An arbitral tribunal constitded in ~.ccordance •:tith Annex IB. 

b. The Law of the Sea '11ribuna..l C('nr3titu'.cd in accordan•;e with Annex rc. 
c. The International Court of Justic0.. 

2. The jurisdiction of these tribunals with respect to a Co)1tracti!lf;' Party shall 

be determined in accordance with tne follow~ng provisions: 

a. A Contracting Party, when ratifying this Convention, or otherwise expressing 

its consent to be bound by this Gomrention, nhall make a dec-laration that it accepts -

with respect to decisions to be nade in accordance with Article 10 of this Chapter the 

jurisdiction of an arbitral tribunal, or the Law of the Sea Tribunal or the International 

Court of Justice, or any two or three of them. 

b. If a ContractiD.g Party has not made such a declaration, it shall be subject to 

the jurisdiction of [an arbitral tribunc.l.l] (the Law of the sea: Tribunal]. 

c. A Contracting Party may alBo make or change a declal~ation at a;ny time after it 

becomes bound by this· Convention. Any such de.-::laration or- chunc,-e shall not affect any 

proceeding already pending before a tribunal having jurisdiction under this Article. 

d. _Unlas~ the parties agree otherwise, any cas0 against a Contracting Party cati 

be submitted only to the t=ibunal th8 jurisdit:tion of which has been accepted by that 

Party a.t the time the proceedings are being instituted. 

ARTICLE 10 

1. Subject to provisions of Articles l to 9 of this Chapter, the tribunal 'Hhich 

h~~ jurisdiction over a Contracting party -...mdGr Article 9 shall be entitled tp ox0rcise 

its juriRdiction in the following inst~nces: 

a. Primary jurisdiction over any disFute between Contracti~ Parties relating to 

the interpretation or aprlication of t!lis Convention for which no special procedure has 

been provided in another c-~bapter of this Convention and in wnic.h no resort has been 

made to conciliation procedure unuer Article 7 of this Chapter . 

b. Secondary jurisdiction over any difrpute between Gontructing Parties relating 

to the interpretation or application of th.i.H ::onvention whi..::h ho.~ not been sottli:!d by 

conciliation procedure under Article 7 of this Chapter or to a special procedm.·0 

provided for in another chapter of this Convention unless that chapter expressly 

excludes further procedure under this Chaptt~r . 
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c. Appellate jurisdiction, limited to ...:ases spedf'" .:,~t _ .. )~.::z-·:-!:.:-:•.:1:Jh 4 of this 

Article, over any dispute bct,>~een ContractinG' }lartieb :r-el?..tir.g- to the ir•terpretation 

or r;-pplication of ·t:.us Convention in which ·• binding decinior:: has ~)CE!i: r':rl"iered as a 

resul" of resort to a special procedure provid~d for in <:!J'~0tl; 9;:o ~hapter of this 

ConvenUon and in which an appellate procedure is not expressly exclu.d.ed. 

d. Special jurisdictior! over any dispute arising under a clause in this 

~~nvention, in the rules or regulations onar.t~d thereunder, or in an agreement or 

arrangement concluded pursuant to this Convention or related to the purposen of this 

Convention, which expressly provides that R particular categor,y uf disput~~ be settled 

in e.ccordance with the procedure specified in this Chapter. 

2 •· The jurisdiction under paragraph 1 (a) of this Article may not 1)e exercised : 

a. if another chapter of this Convention expressly excludes such j11risdiction 

with respect to any dispute relating to that chapter; or 

b. if another chapter of this Convention provides that any dispute relating to 

that chapter shall be dealt with in accorda.l"lcE:' with a specified annex to this Chapter . 

3· In any case subm.i tted uncler paragraph 1 (b) of this Article, the findings of 

fact made in accordance with a special procedur e provided for in another chapter of 

. this C')nvention shall be considered conclusive unless -:me of the parties pr "sents 

poaiti ve proof that a gross error has been ccnuni. t ted. 

4. The jurisdiction under paragraph 1 (c) of thio Article may be exercised only 

when one of the parties t0 the di~pute presents a claim t!1at the decision rendered 

under another chapter of this Convention W<'-G invalid becaupe of: 

a. lack o1 jurisdiction; 

b. infringement of basic proce:dural rules; 

c. abuse or misuse of power; or 

d. ' gross violation of thi s Convention . 

5. A claim under paragraph 4. of tbis .l'..rticle must be submitted within three 

months from the date of the contested decision. 

ARTICLE 11 

1. When dealing with a dispute relc:tinc to chapters of this Convention, 

the tribunal having jurisdiction under Articles 9 and 10 of this Chapter 1!'~1.Y, at the 

request of one or more of the parties or on its own initiative, either 

a. refer any scientific or technical matters to a ~ommi ttee of ex"}_Jerts chosen 

from the list of qualified pernons pre!lareJ :i.n ac:coruanc~ vri th Annex 
____ ; or 

b. select four t echnical assensors fr::>m the lil:lt m-: r:ti oned in the preceding . 
aubparagTaph, who shall sit with the tribunal throu~hout all th0 stages of thP. 
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2. In a case referred to a cornmi ttce of experts undc:.>:> subparatP·:a..tJ.b l (a) of thio 

Article, if the dispute is not settled on the basis of the DOinoi ttee';: opinion, either 

pa .... " to the dispute may request that the tribunal proceed to c:o::1.sider the 'Jther aspects 

of the dispute, taking into consideration the findings of t:ne conun ttee and. other 

rertinent information. 

.ARTICLE 12 

l. Upon the request of any Contracting Party which is ·a party to a di3pnte , the 

' tribunal to which a dispute has been submitted under Artic:le 9 shall have th~ power to .,. 

;.'t: Jcrib€~ , if it considers that circumstances so require and after gi7ing t~1-= parties 

to the dispute an opportunity to be heard, such provisional measure a, consis~er1t vri th 

the main purposes and basic principles of this Convention, as it considers ar1propriate 

for the preservation of the respective rights· of the parties and for minimizing dam,<\g<, 

to any party pending final adjudication. 

2. If in the course of a dispute settlement procedure c:ommenced under this 

Convention an additional dispute shall arise between h1o or more Contractinz Parti::!s 

as to the need for provisional !Il€asures to preserve the respective rights ui' the 

parties to such a procedl.lre, or as to the content or extent of S<lch measures, e.nd if 

the organ to ,which the main dispute has been submitted has not yet been cor.sti tuted or 

does not have the power to prescribe such measures, the shall have jurisdi.JU.or. ----
to prescribe such measures. These measures shall remain j_n force until an organ 

dealing with the merits of the dispute, and having the power to prescribe provisional 

measures, decides otherwise. 

3. Notice of any provisional mea:::ures prescribed untler this ArticlE: shall be 

given forthwith to the partie-!s to the dispute and to all Contracting I.Jarties . 

4. Any provisional measures prescribed under this i:..rticlE: or an annuY. to this 

Chapter shall be binding upon the part.ies to the dispute. In any case in v!hich the 

International Court or Justice has jurisdiction under Article 9 of this Chapter , any 

provisional measures.indicated by that Court shall be binding on the parties to the 

dispute. 

AR'f!CLE 13 

1. 'fue tribunals s~E:cifi<:~d in Article 9 of thi::; chapter , shall be OIJC!n to the 

Contracting Parties. 

2. · ThP. conditions under which these tribunals shall oe open to other ~~· tates, to 

territories participating as ,observE:rs in tbcl 'Phird Law uf th0 S8a Conferer~ce , to 
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Cmwr:.!"lt:i.on! ·l;o natural and juridical persons, shall be laid down by the Contracting 

Part i •"~:·. d.t a meeting to be held as soon an pcssible after coming into force of this 

")n'\·• tion. 

3. The provisions of this Article shall be without prejudice to the access, 

specified in this Convention, to any special procedure provided for in other chapters 

uf this Convention. 

4· The relevant provisions of paragraph 2 of this Article shall not apply to the 

International Court of Justice as long as that court is not open to entities other 

than St tes. 

ARTICLE 14 
1. In the case of a dispute between two or more Contracting Parties relating to 

the exercise by a coastal State of its enforcement jurisdict ion in accordance with this 

Lonvention, or relating to its exercise of jurisdiction over resources in the economic 

zone, a Contracting Party shall not be entitled to submit a dispute to the procedur<:) 

specified in Articles 9 and 10 of this chapter, if local remedies have not been 

previously ey~austed as required by international law. 

2. In any other dispute relating to the interpretation and application of this 

Convention, a .Contracting Party which has taken measures alleged to be contr~/ to this 

Convention shall not be entitled to object to the juri8diction of the tribunal under 

Articles 9 and 10 of this Chapter solely on the ground that local remedies have :P..ot 

been exhausted as required under international lal'r. 

ARTICLE 15 y 
l. In case of the detention by the authorities of a Contracting Party of a vessel 

flying the flag of another Contracting Party, cr of its crew or passengers, in 

connection with a violation of this Convention, the owner or operator of th~ vessel, 

or a member of the crew or a. passenger of the vessel, shall have the right to bring 

the question of detention before the Law of the Sea Tribunal in order to secure prompt 

release of the vessel or of its crew or passengers in accord~nce with the applicable 

provisions of this Convention, includill{S -the presenta.tior. of a bond, and \-ti thout 

prejurHce to the merits of any case ago.ir;st th~ vesucl, or its c..:rew or paBsengers. 

;d This article may be later loc~ted in :=;ono other ch::o.pter or chapters of this 
Convention. 



Annex I 
page 6 

2. The Statute of the Law of the Sea Tribunal sLaJJ. provide for an accelerated 

procedure to deal ,.n. th cases under the precedi.ru.s para{"':r:aph • 

. 3. The decision of the: Tribunal that thP. vessel, or its crew or passencers, bE; 

released shall be promptly complied with by the authorities of the Contracting Party 

concerned. 

ARTICLE 16 
~ 

1. In aey dispute submitted to the tribunal having juri.sdiction under ArticleR 

9 and 10 of this Chapter, the tribunal shall apply the law of this Convention and a~ 

other applicable law. 

2. In any such disrute the tribtmal ~:'hall ensure that the rule of law is obserm6. 

in the interpretation ~~d application of this Convention. 

3· The provisions of this Chapter shall not prejudice the right of the parties to 

the dispute to agree that the dispute be settled ex acq1l0 et bon_£ • 

. ARTICLE 17 :!/ 
L Hhen ratifying this Convention, or otherwise expressing its consent to be 

bound by it, a State may. declare that, with respect to any dispute arising out of the 

exercise by a coastal State of its exclusive jurisdiction :.mJ.er this Convention, it 

limits its acceptance of some of the di~:;pute settlement procedures specifi.;;cl in this 

Convention to those situations in which it is claimed that a coastal State has violated 

its obligations ttnder this Convention by: 

(a) interfering with the freedoms of navigation or overflight or of th8 laying of 

submarine cables or pipelines, or related rights and duti css c·f othar States; 

(b) failing to have due rec-ard to other rights a.ncl rJ.uties of other States under 

this Convention; 

(c) not applying international standards or cri t tJria established by th.b 

Convention or in accordance therewith; or 

. (d) abusing or misusing the right s conferred upon it by this Convention (abus ou 

detournement de pouvoir) to the disadvantage of another CoJ;ltro.cting Party. 

!/ The precise drafting C~nd implications of tr.i. ~1 Article, in part icu1ar ·of 
paraeraph 3 (a), will r e q_uir e further examina tion in tile light ·of the substantive 
proviRions of this Convention . 
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2. If one of the parties to a dispute has made such a declaration al~d ..i.f tLe 

part_ s to a dispute are not in agreement as to whether the dispute involves a 

violation of this Convention 8pecified in the preceding paragraph, this prC::lirll.nary 

question £:hall be submitted to decision by the tribunal having juris-diction -l1n<ler 

Articles 9 and 10 of this Convention. 
3· Whether or not it has made a declaration under paragraph 1 of this Article, 

a State may declare, when ratifying this Convention, or otherwise expressing its 

consent to be bound by it, that it does not accept s0me [or all] of the procedures for 

the settlement of disputes specified in this Convention with respect to one or more of 

the following categories of disputes: 
(a) Disputes arising out of the exercise of discretionary rights by a coastal 

State pursuant to its regulatory and enforcement jurisdiction under this Convention, 

except in cases involving an abuse of powP.r. 
(b) Disputes concerning se~ boundary delimitations between adjacent States, or 

those involving historic bays or titles, provided that the State making such a. 

declaration shall indicate therein a regional or other third-party procedure, [whether 

or not] entailing a binding decinion, wl1ich it accepts for the settlement of these 

disputes. 
(c) Disputes concerning military activities, including those by government 

vessels and aircraft engaged in non-commercial service, but law erS~rcement activities 

pursuant to this Convention shall not be considered military activities. 

(d) Disputes or situations in respect of which th0 Security Council of the 

United Nations is exercising the fm1etions assigned to it by the Charter of the 

United Nations, unless th9 Security Council has determined that specified pro~eedings 

under this Convention would not interfere ,.,.i th the exerdse of such functionn in a 

particular case. 

(e) 

(f) 

4· 

........ 

........ 
A Contracting Party, which has made a declaration under paragraphs 1 or 3 of 

this Article, may at any time wi thdrm-T all or part of its exceptions. 

5. If one of the Contr<wting Partic:s has made a d.et:l.aration under paragraphs 

1 or. 3 of this Article i any other Contradj,ng Party may enforce th~ same exc0ption in 

regard to the Pe~.:rty which ma.rle the declur~tion • . 
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ANNEX IA. CONCILIATION 

J.. ,.':rl;/ refe-r·cnGe o:. u ''i:~c~mtc to the conciliat::Lon procedure provi<leu fo-:4 j_n this 

Anr. x shall be sul.ject ·~o ·~he l)rovisions c f .trticle 7 of Cha.._)ter ---· of this 

Convention. 

2. A list of conciliuto:c::; ::;h~~l be dravm up e.nd maintained by tlae To 

this end, every Contra.c ·~inc Party shall ·nomin,.1.to four conciliators, each of 1-rhom 

Rh~ll be a person enjoyirt;:; the highest reputation for fairness, competoncc e.nd 

inte&JTi ty. Tl1e name~ o: the l1ersons so nomina~cd shall eonsti tute th<~ J.:i.st. 

term of l!. conciliator, includinc that of ;my conciliator non.inated to fill a casucl 

A conciliator uhose tel'J,1 expireo 

Phall continue to fuJ.fil t:.ny function for vrhich he chall have been chosen under the 

following paragraph. 

3· Whenever a disputu iz referred to conciliation under .Article 7 of Chn:f)-~er ---
of this Convention, the ~1:-~ty or parties initiating this procedure shall notify tho 

---- who shall t•.ssir.J~ th2 parties in the establishment of a conc:i.liation 

COili".!liG3iO!l. This co~ission shall be constituted as follows: 

a. 'Ihc State or :JJ.;,.;~e::; constituting one of the parties to the din]ute shall 

&;'point: 

(I) · one concilia.to:;..· of the nationality of that State or of one of those s·~ates, 

who may or 'I!L."-.y not be chosen from the list referred to in paragraph 1 ; and 

(II) one concilia·~o:c not of the nc>..tionclity of that State or of any of those 

8tates, \'rho ohcJ.~. :;e chosen from the list. 

b, ~he Stata o:;..• s·~.:::~cs constituting the other party to the diEJ~)ute shall UlJ!?Oint 

·.;uc cor:cili:tto-:4s in th(l n~'.ne uay. The four conciliators chosen by the p::l.rties shall 

he appointeti ui thin thirJ.;y llv.;ys follCl\Ting the date on which the ReGistrar receives the 

notific~tion. 

c. The four cond.l:i.ators shall, within thirty da;ys followinc J~he date of the 

] .:::.::~t c·f +heir mm appoint mcmts, appoint a fifth conciliator chosen from the list, Hho 

d. If the appoilr~m;.mt of the chairman or of an,y of the other conciliators has 

r:.ot beE:n rc:.de vti thin the ~1oriod prescribed auove for such appointment, it shall be 

l.:i<:..'lc 1.:>:;· th•J· . ----- ___ •• ---· ui thin thirty deys fullowins the exphy of ~hat period. · 

T:1e a:::>;_)()intrtent of the ch~--.i.ruan mcy be made by the from tho list rcferrad ------
to in ~aragr~ph 1. ;.lilY of the :periods 1Yi th:i.n \·Ihich ap_roi ntments rm.ust bo 11ado 1!1··'\Y be 

extended by agreement hetuccn ·~he parties to the disputt: . 

e. Any vacancy uhc.L:. be filled in the mmmer prescrlb,~d for tho initicl 
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4. The ConciliatiGn v'oun.boion shall decide its 0\.m procedure. · The Corumission, 

with the consent o~ the )<i:..· ·~ics to the dispute, may invite any Contractincr Party t , · 

subrni t to it its ·.rimm o:cn.l.ly or in \'.Ti ting. Decisions and recommendc..tions of tho:: 

Commission shall be mm~J l.>y a uajori ty vote of the five members. 

5. The Commission n1ey c.h·au ·~he attention of the parties to the dispu·~e to e.ny 

measures which might fr-,ci12. ·i;ate an amicable settlement. 

6. The Commission shc:J.J.l horu.· the parties, examine their claims and objections, a 1! 

make proposals to the ~)nr·~ies ui th a view to reaching an aTilicable settlement of tr.­
dispute. 

1· The Commission shcll rc::.)ort \'li thin tuel ve months of its constitution. Its 

report shall be :iepos.i. ·i;et ui th the __ __ and transmitted to the parties to 

the dispute. The re~)ol··~ vf ·~!1e Conuuission, including any conclusions stat;cd tht!rc: 

regarding the facts 01· quc~Uons of la\v,. shall not be binding upon the :!?.:!:..'ties and 

it shall have no other chn.:..·c.cter than that of reconunendations submi ttod for the 

consideration of th(~ )ar·~icn in order to facilitate an amicable settlement of the 

dispute. 

8. The -----:-
as it may require. 

United Nations. 

shall ~)rovide tha Commission with such assistance and facili ti 

The fe':!s ancl ex~Jenses of the 0onunission shall b~ borne by th~: 
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1. Any reference cf a dispute to the arbitration procedure provided for in 

this Annex shaJ.l be subject to the provisions of Chapter --· of this Convention. 

2. Unless the parties agree othervise, the arbitration tribunal shall be 

constituted as follows: 

a. The Arbitration Tribunnl shall consist of five members. Each 

Contracting Party which is a party to the dispute shall appoint one member, who may 

be its national. The three other members shall be appointed by agreement from 

among the nationals of third States. These three members must be of different 

nationalities and must not b.e habitually resident in the territory nor be in the 

service of any of the parties to the dispute. The.parties to the clispute shall , ... 
appoint the President of the Tribunal from among these three members. 

b. The request for aTbitration by any party to the . dispute shall be 

accompanied by the appointment by that party of a member of the Arbitration Tribunal. 

If within a period of sixty days from the da.te _of receipt of the request for 

arbitration, the other party to the dispute has not appointed a member, the------­

shall, upon request of the party which ha.d indicated the procedure of arbitration, 

appoint the·member for the other party. 

c. The same method of appointment shall apply if, within a period of 

sixty days from the date of receipt o.f the request for arbitration, the parties are 

unable 'to. reach agreement on the appointment of one or more of the members of the 

Trfl?unal to be des5.gnated jointly, or on t~'.e appointment of the President, and if 

either party to the dispute requests the to make the remaining appointment 

or ap-pointmentc. The ~.ppointments to be made by the shall be made within 

a. period of ninety days after his receipt o:f the request after .consultations with 

t~~ parties and appropriat~ international organizations, from among persons 

e~-perienced in law of the sea questions ~~d having special expertis e in the subject 

matter of the dispute. 

d. Vacancies '"hich may occur as a result of death, resignation or any 

other cause shall be fill ed in the manner fixed for the original appointments . 

e . Should a di spute arise between more than two States, and should 

there be several parties in the same interest, they shall appoint one member of the 

Tribunal jointly by agreement. Should there be, however, several partie s having 

separate interests, each of them shall appoint one member of the Tribunal, but in 
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such a case the nunber of members of the Tribtmal a ppointed separately by the 

parties shall ahtays be smaller by one than the number :':J f members of the Tribtmal 

~o be appointed frJm among the ne.tionalH o.:: other St?.tes . ::lubparagraphs (a) - (d) 

of this Article shall apply, to the maximmo axtent possible, in cases involving more 

than two states. In case of a dispute about the applicability of this paragraph, 

the ---- shall decide that question. 

3. In the absence of an <>.greement to the contr<".ry bet\.teen the parties to the 

dispute, the Arbitration Tribunal sh.sll lay do1:m its mm procedure assuring to each 

prrty a full opportunity to be heard and to present its c~se. If the Trib,~l is 

tmable to agree on its rules of procedures, Part IV of the Hague Convention for the 

Pacific Settlement of Intemation.:.,.l Disputes of 1907 sh.."'.ll apply. 

4. Upon the request of any party or partien to the dispute, the Arbitration 

Tribtmal shall have the pO\ver to prescribe, if it considers that circumstances so 

require and after giving the p..~.rties to the dispute an op-portunity to be heard, such 

provisional measures as it considers appropriate for the preservation of the 

respective rights of the parties <'.nd for minimizing damr•.re to any party pcndinc the 

final decision of the 'l1ribunal. Such measures shn.ll be binding upon the partie:::~. 

5. The partie-s to the dispute shall facili ta.te the vork of the Arbitration 

Tribunal and, in particular, in a.ccord:J.nce Hi th their legislation and uuing all mc~m 

at their disposal: 

(a) provice the Tribtmal Hi th all relev1:1nt dcJ cUI!Ients ~d information; <tnd 

(b) enable the Tribunal when necessary to enter their territories, to hecu 

witnesses or experts, or to Yisi t the loc<:>.li ties i!l question. 

6. Unless the Arbitration Tribunal determines otherwise because of the 

particular circumstances of the cas e, the expense ~ of th0 Tribunal, including the 

renumeration of its members, shalJ. be borne by the p?.rtie;:J to the dispute in ClJUal 

shares. 

7. Decisions of the Arbi tra.tion '.rribtm2.l Rhall be taken by e ma.jori ty vote . 

The absence or abstention of one or two of the members shall riot constitut e an 

impediment to the Tribunal reaching a decision. In the event of <m equ.ali ty of 

votes, the President shall have a c<:tsting vote . 

8. AbDence or default of any party to the dispute sh~ll not constitute an 

impediment to the procedure. Before deciding in f r>..vr:ur of any party, the 

Arbitra tion Tribunal must satisfy itself not only thr.t it has jurisdiction over the 

dispute but also that the claim is Hell founded in fnct and law. 
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9. The award of the Arbitration Tribuna.l shall be accompanied by a statement 

of reasons. Any member of the Tribunal may attach a. separate or dissenting opinion 

to the award. 

10. The award shall be final and vTi thout appeal. 

shall immediately comply ,.,i th the avmrd. 

The parties to the dispute 

11. Any controversy which may arise bet\'reen the parties to the dispute as 

regards the interpretation or exec~tion Qf the award may be submitted by either party 

!or decision to the Arbitration Tribunal which made the award, or, if not available, 

to another Arbitration Tribunal constituted for this purpose in the same manner as the 

·original Tribunal. 



1. ThE: Lavl of the };::;:_\ Tribunal shHll be cor..stHutef. R.nf ~.\r,r: ll function in 
' 

accordance \·lith the provisions of the Lc:n~ of the f.>ee. Gonvl""1tion and the pres~nt 

Statute. 

2. Any reference of a dispute to the 'J'ribunal sh::- 11 b<; su.bjec:t to the provisions 

of Chapter of this 'kmvf:ntion , 

CHATTER I. OTIGANIZA'l1ION OF THE TEJBUHAL 

ARTICLE 2 

1. The '.rriblm~l shall t.e compcsed of <J body of independPnt .judges, elected. 

regardless of thej r nationali t;y from ~monr perr:.ons of high rnora l character , Hho are 

la\eyers of recot:;.nized compt-ten ·:e in la'.J of the sea mat t~r~. 

? • In the Tribunal as :: \Jhole the repre3entation of t.ne principal legal 

systems of the world shall ·be assured . 

ARTICLE 3 

1. The 'l'ribunal shall crmsist of nine members, no tHo of \·.·hom may be nation~:~ls 

of thQ same State. 

2. A person who for the purposes of membership in th!:~ Tribunal could be 

regarded as a national of more thru-1 one State shall be deemed to be a. national of the 

one in which he o:rdinarily exercises civil and political right s . 

3. The Gontra.cting Parties, may, taking into consider~ti on the workload of the 

'i'ribuna.l, in~rcase the number nf m:::mberr (Jf the '.f'ribun; .l up to fifteen, or decrease 

it 8ec.d n oov."'l to ni1.e . Such a dec) sion sh:>l] rccuire a t\-10-thi rds vote of all the 

Cant racti ng P<:>.rt i e::; . 

ARTICLE ~ 

1. 'I'he mem'!)0.rs of the Tribunel shall be elec:ted from a list of persons having 

the qualif.i.ca ticns prescribN1 in Ari;ide 2 and r.omjnatcd for the ru1·pose by the 

Contracting :?3rtien . Eo.ch ·c ontra(:ting Party rrJ.>..y nomin<:.te not PlO~ than two persons. · 

2. At lef.st three months before t.r•e date of thE eledion, the Secretary-General 

of the United Nations in thr· c.:=t. f'~ of the fi !'St election c:.nd the Hegistrar of the 

Trjbunal in the ca.:;c of subsec1·.H.mt cler:tio:!u; shall <a.ddre:ss C! 1.o.-ritten invitation to 

the Contrc>.ctint~ Parties t o ~ubT1i t the : r ncminations for memb0r~; of the tribunal within 

·. 
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t~n·ee months. He sh&ll prepare a list in c-olphabeti<:al order of all the persons thu::: 

1 ,Jminated, with an indict>.ti ·)n o£: the Contracting Parties •:•hich have nominated them, 

and shall submit it to the Contracting P?.rLes at the beginning of the last month 

before the <b.te of each election. 

3. The first election shall be held no later th~n six months after the date 

of entry into force of this Convention. 

4. EJections of the members of the Tribunal shall be by secret be..llot. y 
ARTICLE 5 

1. The members of the Tribunal shall be elected for nine yea.rs Bnd may be 

re-elected; provided, however, that of the judges elected at the first election, the 

terms of three members shall expire at the end of three years and the terms of three 

more members shall expire at the end of six years. 

2. The members of the Tribunal vrhose terms are to expire at the end of the 

above-mentioned initial periods of three and six years shall be chosen by lot to b~ 

dravm by the Secretary-General of the United Nations ilflJT1Cdiately ccfter the firct 

election h2..s been r-ompleted. 

3. Any decision of the Contracting Parties to inr·reg,se or decrease the number 

of members' of the Tribunal shall contain nppropria.te provi!:;ions for ensuring the 

system of staggered terms provided for in this Article. 

4. The members of the Tribunal shall c:ontinue to discharge their duties until 

their places have been !'illed. Though replaced, they shall finish any cases Hhich 

they may have begun. 

5. In the case of the resignation of a member of the Tribunal, the resignation 

shall be addressed to the President of the Tribunal. The place becomes vacant on the 

receipt of the letter of resignation. 

ARTICLE 6 

1. Vacancies shall be filled by the same methcd r.s that la.i .d dov.rn f ('r the first . 
electJon, . subject to the follov!ing provision: the Registrar shall, vii thin one month 

of the occurrence of the vacancy, proceed to issue th0 invitations provided for in 

Article 4, and the date of the election sh<~ ll be fixed by the President of the Tribunc. l 

after consultation v1ith Contracting Parties. 

~ The method of election of members of the Tribunal is left for future 
consideration. 
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2. A member of the Tribunr~1 elected. to replace e. member uhos8 term cf office 

has not expired shall hold office for.the remainder of hie predecessor's term. 

ARTICLE 7 
L No member of the '!"ribun2.l may ex?rc:ise any political or administrative 

~ction, or associate aetivi ty •·!i th or be fim·ncic.lly interef..ted in any of the 

operations of any entecyrise concerned "''ith the explcration or exploitation of the 

resources of the sea or the seabed or other ~ommercial use of the sea or the Reabed. 

2. Any doubt on this point shall be settled by the deeision .of the Tribunal. 

ARTICLE 8 

1. No member of the Tribunal mHy act c:.s agent, counsel , or ·advocate in any case. 

2. No member may p.:r·ticipate in the dedsion of a:ny case in \yhich he has 

previously taken part a.s agent, counsel, or advocate for one t,f the parties, or as "· 

member of a national or international court, 0r in any other c·apa.C'i ty. 

3· Any doubt on this point shall be settled by the decision of the Tribunal. 

ARTICLE 9 
If, in the unanimous opinion of the other members of the Tribunal, a member has 

ceased to fulfill the requiJ;ed cr.nditions, the President of the 11'ribuna.l shall declare 

the seat vacant. 
' 

ARTICLE 10 

The members of the Tribunal, ... :hen engaged on the businesti of the Tribunal, shall 

enjoy diplomatic privileges and immunities. 

ARTICLE 11 

Every member : f the Tribunal shall, b -.fc•re taking up hi ~ . duties, make a solemn 

declaration in open session that he ,,ill exerdse his pmrcrs impartially end 

ct.'~ . ..;cien~iously. 

ARTICLE 12 

1. The Tribunal shall elect its President and Vice-Fref.>idcnt for three years; 

they may be re.:.elected •. 

2. The Tribunal shall appoint its Registrar and may provide for the appointment 

of such other officers as may be necessary. 

ARTICLE 1) 

1. The seat of the 'l'ribunal shall bo ef:t<..tbl.ished fJt 
or at su<.:h 

other place as shall a.t any time be approved ?.t A. meetir:g of th0 t:.ontracting Prtrties 

on the recommendation of the Tribunal. This, h m·HJVer , s'h:1J l not prevent the Tribun11.l 

from ei tting e.nd exercising its f;.;ndions else,.•here HhenP.vc!r th<'· Tribunal considers 

it dca:i.rnble. 
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2. The President Rnd the Registrar she..ll reside Pt the seat of the Tribunal. 

ARTICLE 14 
1. · The Tribunal may from time to time form one or more ~h(Mbers, composed of 

three or more members as ~he Tribune.l may determine, for dealing ·.·lith particular 

c.etegories of cases; for example, cases relating to fishing or seabed exploration 

lr exploitation. The members of each chcrnber shall be elected from among the members 

of the Tribunal having regard to any specie.l knowledge, ex-pertise or previous 

experience which any r:f the members of the Trib'..L'1c.l may h<·ve in relation to the 

category of cases for ~:hich the chamber hP s been fonned. .After ear:h elec tion, the · 

Registrar shall coiJliil'.mi<'ate to all th0 Gcntradin£· ?arti(!f the n:'-.mes of the members 

-• cf the Tribunal assigned to various chambers. 

,, 

2. The Tribuna.l may at· any time form c:. chP!!lber for, dealing ~;ith a particular 

r::ase . The ccmposition of sue:h a chamber shc..ll be deterrr.ined by the Tribunal \vith the 

approval of the parties. 

~- Cc..ses shall be heard and determined by the ch<!.mbers provided for in this 

Article if the parties so re4uest. 

4. A judgment gj ven by e.ny of the cb: .. r::b9rs prcv i d'?d for in this Article and 

Article 15 shall be considered as rendered by tl~n Tribunal. 

ART 1 '-'I.E 1 : . 

Witt a view t the speedy despatch c,;~ b-...:.ciness, including the issuance of 

provisi anal orders of proteetion under Arti:::.le ~6 : f the r_;tat,..:.te, the Tribunal shall 

form annually ~ chamber cr.mposed of thr•~'= sr more r.:emben: ~Ihich, at the request of the 

parties; may hr)ar and dcttJrmine cases by smnmary procedure. In e.ddi tion, tuo members 

sha.ll be selected for the purpose of replacing t'I(;!IUbers ·<;ho find it itnpossible to sit. 

ARTICLE lf 

1. The Tribunel ·shall frame rules for c<:.rrying cut its functi ·ms. In particula 

it ::;h=::.ll lay dmn rules of procedure. 

2. When a dispute involves tec-lmi ··e l ~uestions, such as safety of navigation, 

ship'construction, pollution, scientifi res~erch , fishing, or seabed explor8tion or 

exploit:~tion, the Tribunal, or the r·b-·~.-.~r de<'.ling \o?Hh the dispute, shall be assisted 

in consideration of the case by two r· r :-:J0rE> technical as~'essors si tt .:.ng "'i th it but 

without the right to vote. These as~essors shall be chosen by the President of the 

Tribunc>l from the list of qualified ~r::: c.ns prepared pursu,::~nt to the Rules of the 

Tribunal. 
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3. The Tribunal sh~.n, wh.~r:~··Jer it cc~ms it d(:!sir:.;bl!' cr the parties to a case 

request it, refer technir::al issues cf fact to a. fad-finding board for non-binding 

advice. The memberr of sul'!h F.' board shall 'be selected from the list provided fer in 

paragraph 2 of this Article. 

ARTICLE 17 

1. Members of the nationa,li ty of eRch of the parties shall retain their right 

to sit in the case before thG Tribunel. 

2. If the ',L'ribune.l includes upon t-he B(~nc.;h a member of the nc.tiona.lity of one 

of the parties, any other party JU.:'1.Y choose a person to sit 2,s member. 

3. If the Tribun<'Jl inclndes upon the Bench no member of the r.a.tiona.li ty of the 

parties, each of theze parties may proceed to choose a: member PS provided in 

paragraph 2 of this Article. 

4. The provisions of this Article shall apply to the case of Articles 14 and ·15. 

In such cases, the President shall request one or, if necessa.ry, t\!o of the mcuibers of 

the Tribunal forming the chamber to give place to the members of the Tribunal of the 

nationality of the parties ~oncerned, and, failing such, or if they are unable to be 

present, to the members specially c;hosen by the parties. , 
5. Should there be several p.:1..rties ir.. the same interest, they shall, fc·r the 

purpose of the preceding provisions, be rer.koned as one party only. Any doubt upon 

this point shc,ll be s.=ttled by the decision of the Tribuml. 

6. Members chosen as laid doHn in parc.graphs 2 , ), and 4 of this Article shall 

fulfill the conditions required by -Articles 2, 8(pa.ragraph 2), and 11· of the present 

Statute. They sha:! · .. take part in the dcci: ~on on terms of cc :plete equali t;y ''i th their 

CL'leagues. 

ARTICLE 18 

1. Each member of the Tribunc-·1.1 shall receive en annual salary and a specia.l 

allowance in respect of; each session in which he pa.rticipa.tns. 

2. The !'resident shall receive a special annua.l allo· ance. 

3. The Vice-President shall receive E! special allo,.,ranc-e for every day on 

·,-1hich he acts as President. 

4. The members chosen und0r Articlt:'! 17, othc~r than m'~rnber:.; of the 'l1ribunu.l, 

shall receive compensation for each day on vih:i.ch they excrd ~;c theJr func:tions. 

5· These salarieo, allo~·J<...nees, and cnmpGns;:.:.ti on srwJ 1 bP fixed from time to time 

at a meeting of the Contracting Parties , tn)dng into account the ~ !orkload of tl">e 

Tribunal. They may not be dec-re~tsed rl11rinr the term uf offic:c . 
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'l'he SPlc.ry of the Hc:ristrar sha1J be fix ed 2t c. Hl8(''Linr of t,h•:- c( ~ntr·· · tine 

on t.b n vroposa l of t})(' 'l'ribun::tl. 

; • I\r·gul;otior<; made :it the- Jnc: e ting cf tlw Contr:·.c t itt({ P~.r~ .. i-;;s sl •al l f~x ti1e 

r-,..,ndi tic:.;_ · .. mner 1:hid1 rr:t _i J'<:"r::r;nt p;:nsi cn s :·•ay be e:_ · vcr. t. L' n.u;.lx·n: of the 'l'ri L" m<-:1 

r ll t o -i_J·Jc Begistre.r, '.!!d thE: ondi t.ioru3 l.L"Jd :•T \·.'hj c)1 !:lt'!''!OC:r ;: ·:J i' · .. b-:, 'l'ribtm<:J. ::r,d 

_a,<' : :· t r< · r ~.-h.<: J 1 h ; .. v e LLci. r tr-· vel inc oxpc'n~H- ;; r r" f u nd eel. 

r ... , ~ + ; 0! l , 

ARTJCLI:~ l S' 

}'). ;~ expenses of the Tribunal {;hall b.--~ bornf~ by ihe ! ont. ;.· -:c·t.i.ne Partie~: c:.nr1 

., ·i·_, ciric cl ~- t n m(:etinr_:- c.f the Cont ract in.~~ I';•rties. 

CHAPl'ER I I. C:C'~•lPT·~'l'F..NCE C'F '1' 1-i:E C('•UF'l' 

ARTICLJ<; /0 

or in <::n intF:rr,?.tiona:l <:>gTE'•or::ePi., publi c cr priv;:•te, <?c r·•:'ptc:cl hy 2l l the part if's 

~ 'J ~ h e: d i ~'put c ; 

AR'l'ICLE 21 

L • As p~ovided f or in Arti cle 13 of thapter --- of tl:if.'. Conv(;nti cn , t h!:' 

Tribuna l sh?-11 bs open t the Contracti:ne- PartiN·. , 

2. The conditi on;, und.er 1:1hich the 'l'rib~<J12.l t>h2ll be open tc other St<·tc· u, 

h,tc rr •r t lon;_-_l organit><1tions 2:nd na tural <:' nd juridical p 8:r:->ons sh:.~.J l b r: laid l) CJ1·.n by 

th(~ Corrt, r pr: ting PCJ.rii c' <; c:.. t a me 0. tir:g t o b e h e ld 8. 8 soon :--s po sc.ibl(: after cor:: i.nf': 

:i~t c fore~ o f thi s Convnnti on . 

) · \.Jhen a Stat<= v•hi ch .is not a pnrty t n this CClnv en.tion, or an orgc,ni ;,ation or 

_~:.r:>rson is e<. party to a c ;~ ~~E' , the Tribunal sh<2.ll fix the <:,'"'lount \:h ich thc:'. t p;:rt.y :is to 

( vntrj_but c toward~J t}v: r~:xpr:nc0s e>f the Tribunr1.l. 'J~his provisi c'rl shaJ.l. n o t rpply if 

t:,·J.ch ~-itat r! or orgrmiz;:ti.rn h : b '""·r ' ng a ;·;b~·r(; of thP expc·m _, ,.,o r.f UlC' Tribum:.l. 

AR'J' I ( :LJ~ ? ~: 

The juri~~d ic- tion of the Tr:ibunal .';ha ll ;:ompriF~ ' dJ di...;pn l ··f', ~~uhw :i ttr· d t o it in 

r·.r· cvr da11 cc •.·i th this Cc.nv c::nt 1 en and e~ . lJ ;r~.- . tt r:n; f:pe, .t f .:i Lr; J.J ,Y r 1· v i dc u Ln· i11 a n;y 

' . thr~ T ir. t E; rri-:C t i onc.l aerr: ( ) !fl t m t ' pu hl i c ()). pr i v ;·· t ('•' ':hL L ... , •r.f (!}'~ · ju )'·", :.:~J i c t i Cll -~· 11 thC' 

Tri.bunal, dS r.; pec ificd in Art:iclr: 10 of rl J: ·fll(:·r 



ARTICLE 2~ 

x IC. 
pae.e 'i 

Subject to Article · 3 of Chapter of this Cc,nvention, >lhenever a treaty or 

~onvention already in force provides for reference t c c>. special tribunal of a subject 

;na.tter covered by this Convention, . thlil parties t c such a tre<::.ty or convention mz.y 

agree to refer the rnatter to the r,a\o~ of the Sea Trib1.mal. 

ARTICLE 24 
•. 

1. The Tribunal shall decide all disputes Bubmitted t • it in accordance v:ith 

J.rticle 16 of Chapter qf. this Convention relating to applicable la-v: . 

2. Subject to an Cl.uthorize.tion under J,.rticle 9r; of the Charter of the 

United l~ations, the Tril:!unal may request the International Court of Justice to give 

an advisory opinion on any question of international la;·J . 

CHAPI'ER III. PROCEDURE 

ARTICLE 25 
1. Cases are brought· before the Tribunal, as the case may be, either by the 

notification of the special agreement or by a written appli~ation addressed by a party 

or parties to the dispute to the Registrar. In either case the subject of the dispute 

and the parties shall be indicated. 

2. The Registrar shall forthHi th communi c.e.te the applic2tion to all con<.;erned. 

3. He sl)all ·C.Jlso notify e 11 Contracting P~· rties. 

ARTICLE 26 
1. The Tr-ibunal shall have the pm:er to prescribe, if it . considers that 

circumstances so require, any provisione.l measures \·Ihich aught to be taken to preserve 

the respective righJ. s of the parties and t c. ninimize <L-:mage tc any party pending final 

adjudication. 

2. If the Tribunal is not in session, the provisionc-.1 measures shall be 

~ .. :escribed by the Chamber o: :-:Jummary Procedare to be established under Article 15 of 

this Statute. 

j. Nctice of the measures prescribed by the Tribune.l shall forthvtith be given 

to the parties and to all Contracting Parties. 

4. The interim measures prescribed by the Tribunal, or its chamber, shall be 

binding upon the parties. · 

ARTlCLE 27 
The Tribunal shall mak0 orders for the conduct of thP. case, shall decide the form 

end time in vThich each party nru.st present it o .argumento, and m::tke all arrangements 

connected with the taking cf evidence. 
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ARTICLE 28 

1. · \Vhenever one of the partie~ does not appear bP.fore the Tribunal. or fai] ::-: t o 

de ... ~.: 1d its c1:.se, the other party may 0all upon the Tribunal t o decide in favor of its 

claim. 

2. The Tribunal must, before doine so, sati~fy itself, not only that it hhs 

jurisdiction, but also th~; t the: claim is \fell fc;unded in fact and laH. 

ARTICLE 29 
1. All questions shall be decided by a. majority of th<:: members of the Tribunal 

\·tho are present. 

2. In the event 6f :.mequality cf votes, the President or the member <·iho actH 

in his place shall have a casting vote. 

ARTICLE )0 

1. The jud.€ment shall state the reasons on uhic;h it is based. 

· 2. It shall contain the names of the members of the Tribunal "'Tho hn.ve taken 

part in the decision. 

3. If the judgment docs not represent in \Thole or in part the unanimous 

opinion of the members of the Tribunal, any member chall be entitled tc deliver a 

separate opinion. 

ARTICLE jl 

The decision of the Tribunal has no binding force except bet\-leen the par t ies 

and in respect of that particular case. 

ARTICLE 32 

1. Should a State or a publi~ international organhation consider that it has an 

interest of a legal na ture uhich mny be affE:cted by tbe d·.~cision in the case, it m2.y 

submit a request to the Tribunal to be permitted to intervene. 

2. It shall be for the Tribunal to decide upon this request. 

ARTI(;LE :53 

1. Whenever the interpretation or application of this Convention is in question, 

the Registrar shall notify all Contracting Parties forth~;1i th. 

2. Every Contracting Party so notifiEld has the right to intervene in the 

proceedings; but if it use s this right, the,. construction giVen by the jud€ment will 

be equally binding upon it. 



SD.Gp/2nd Session/No.l/Rev.5 
Annex IC. -
page 9 

ARTICLE 34 
The judgment is final and without appeal. In the event of diep.~te as to the 

meaning or scope of the judgment·, the Tribu:·1al shall construe it upon the request 

of any party. 

ARTICLE 35 
Unless otherwis~ decided by the Tribunal, each party shall bear its O\<lll costs. 

CHAPI'ER IV. AMENDNEHT 

ARTICLE 36 
1. Amendments t9 . the present Statute shall be effected by the same procedure 

as is provided by the Law · of the l:;ea. Convention for amendments tc.· that Convention. 

2. The Tribunal shall have pm1er to propose sueh amendments to the !'resent 

Statute as it may deem necessary, through written communications· to the Contracting 

Pa.rties, for conside::ation in confcnnity with the provisions of paragraph 1 of this 

Article. 
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1. ~ dispute between two or more Contracting Parties concerning the -application of 

article a ( ••• ) of this cha:ptm~ if not settled by negotiation, shall, at the request of 

aey of the parties to the di~pute, l:e submitted to <'- speci:1l committee of lSJ members 

appointed by 8€reement between the parties and selected from a list of experts on legal, 

administrative or scientific aspects of marine fisheries, estaUished by the United 

rations Food and Agriculture Organization. 

2. Faili~ EJ.€reement among the parties within a period of l5J :conths of the request 

for settlement of the dispute, the members of the special committee shall, at the 

:request of any party to the dinpute, be appointed uithin a furt her period ci lfJ months 

by the Directo~General of I'AO, in consultation uith the parties to the dispute. 

3. Each Contracting Party may designate, for inclusion in the list of experts 

estal:lished by F'AO, .EJ dUly (']Ualified person(s) specializi!l{! in the: (a) l~gal , 
(b) administrative, and (c) scientific aspects of fisheries. 

4. The special committee shall so organize its 0\m procedur~s as to ens'l.lre that each 

party has the opportunity to be heard and to present its case. It shall also decide how 

the costs and expenses are to be apportioned between the partie3 to the dispute, failing 

agreement by the parties on this matter. 

5. The special committee mew·, at the request of any of the parties, decide on aey 

provisional measures it ma,y deem necessary to protect the rights of the pr-.rties to the 

dispute. These measures shall be bindlJl€ on the parties. 

6. The special comn1ittee shall give its decision \olithin five months of the date of 

appointment of its members, unless it decides that it is necessary to extend the 

time-limit for a further period ,.,hich shall not exceed three months. 

1. In reaching its decidons, the special committee shall comply \lith these articles 

and ui th the rules of general internationc>~ laH co.nd :JI>.Y special agreements reached 

bet\-reen the parties to the dispute \·:.i th a vie\1 to scttli~ the dispute. 

8. 'l'he decisions of the r~pccial comrni ttee sllall l:e ~,dopted by a majority vote 

[and shall be ·binding on the parties to the dispute ]. 

* 
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CHAPTER_. POLLUTIOH 

. \.. : ~ - ·.: .... 
1. Any dispute between tuo or more Contracting Parties concernine the applica tion of 

articles ( ••• ) of this c~apter, if not settled by negotiation, shall, at the request of 
' 

aey of the parties to ·the dispute, be submitted to a committee of liJ members appoint ed 

by agreement between the parties and selected from a list of expertr. on scientific and 

technical marine pollution problems established by n.rco. 
•. 

2. Falling agreement aruone the parties within a period of @ months, the members of 

the committee ahail, at the request of a:ny party to the di"spute, be appointec1. within a 

further period of Jil months by the Secretary-General of IMCO, in consultation ,.d th the 

parties to the dispute. 

3. Each Contracting Party ma;)' designate, for inclusion in the list of e:x,erts 
. . 

eatablished by IMCO, J.il person(s) \ihose competence in 111atters of pollution control and 

· conservation of the marine environment is established and ~enerally recognized. 

4. The committee mey, at the request of any of the parties, decide on a.n;:r provisional 

measures it ma;y deem nec~ssary to protect the rights of the parties to t he dispute. 

These ~easures shall be bindine on the parties. 
I . 

5. The committee shall give its deci sian within [:;} of having been set up. In an 

emergency, this period may be reduced by agreement bet~iecn the parties or by a decision 

of the committee. 

6. The decisions of the committee shall be adoyted by a majority vote [ ?.nd shall be 

bindiha on the parties to the dispute]. 

[7. The parties concerned. ma;y asree to request the ccmmi t te(~ to carry out c>.n 

.i.nvestigation a...l"ld este.blish the facts 8iving rise to c:n;}' di spute concernin-7 the 

interpretation or the application o.{ the provisions of tbi s chapter. In this case, t he 

findines of the commit-tee shall be considered as conclusiv~ . The ccmmittee may, on 

this occasion, form~ ate recommendations vthich, "'i tbotA.i havin{! the force of e. decision ; 

shall constitute the basic for <'- review, by the parties concerned, of the Q'.lestion 

givine rise to the dispute.] 
,. 
-r. 
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SCIENTIFIC RESEAPCH 

1. Any dispute between tuo or more Contractill8 Parties concerning the application of 

articles ( ••• ) of this chapter, if net settled by negotiation~ shcJ.l, at the request of 

~ of the parties to the dispute, be submitted to a committee of fi] :nem1Jers appointed 

l;ly agreement betvreen the parties Cl.nd selected from a list of experts on marine 

scientific problems established by the Intergoverrunental Oceanographic Conur.i!5sion. 

2. Failing agreement among the parties within a period of L3/ months, the ncmbers of 

the committee shall, at the request of any party to the dispute, be appointed l-rlthin a 

further period of L!7 months by the Director-General of UlffiSCO, after consultation with 

the Chairman of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission. 

3. Each Contracting Party may designate, for .inclusion in the list of experts 

established by roc' lil person(s) whose competence in the field of marine scientific 

research is established and generally recognized. 
4· The committee mny, at the request of any of the parties, decide on ~· provisional 

measures it may deem nec.essary to protect the rights of tht'l parties to the dispute. 

These measurf'!S shall be bindil'l€ on the pa.rties. 
5. The col!llll.ittee shall {4iVe its decision \.fithin .[:.J of being set up. In an emergency, 

this period may be reduced by ~reement between the parties or by a decision of the 

cOIIUllittee. 
6. The decisions of th~ co~nittee shall be adopted by a majority vote [and shall be 

binding on the parties to the dispute]. 

7. [The parties concerned ma;y agree to request the committee to carrJ out an 

investigation and to establish the facts giving rise to an,y dispute concerning the 
\.. interpretation or the application of the provisions of this chapter. In this case, tl1e 

findings of the committee shall be considered as conclusive. The committee m~, on this 

occasion, formulate . recommendations which, without having the force of a decision, shall 

constitute the basis for a review, by the pco.rties concerned, of the quenti on giving rise 

to the dispute.] 

* 
* * 
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IID'ORHATION AND CONSULTATION 

ARTICLE 1 
1. The Contracting Parties, wishing to minimize the occurrence of disputes 

between them, recognize the desirability of making information available to ea~h other., 

as promptly as possible, regarding the adoption or application of measures (including 

legislation, regulations, administrative notices and boundary determinations) falling 

within the scope of this Convention. 
2. For this purpose, each Contracting Party shall communicate such infoxma.tion 

to the Secretariat of the United Nations, or any other international organization 

designated l:~y the Secretary-General of the United Nations, .which shall promptly publish 

such infonnation, as well as any reservations, objE!Ctions and protests communicated by 

other States in connexion with such information. 
ARTICLE 2 

Each Contracting Party ehall respond promptly to a request by any other 

Contracting Party for consultation with respect to the adoption or application of 

measures referred to in the preceding article. 






