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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BANGKOK THAILAND

OFFICE OF THE AMBASSADOR
February 3, 1975

%ﬁl«‘
Dear

Enclosed are copies of letters I have written to
Senators Jackson and Sparkman which may be of some
help. Fallure to get the supplemental through
Congress would be disastrous to our position here,

If there is anything I can do to help please let
me know.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely,

William R klA(ner

The Honorable John O. Marsh, Jr.
Counselor to the President

The White House

Washington, D.C.
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BANGKOK THAILAND.

OFFICE OF THE AMBASSADOR

January 31, 1975

Dear Scoop:

As a person who has known you for many years and ad-
mired your political courage, your grasp of security
issues and the realism of your position on the major
foreign problems confronting our country, I was
totally surprised to read that you were going to
vote against President Ford's request for a supple-
mental military and economic aid bill for South
Vietnam and Cambodia. Your negative vote might
sound the death knell for the majority of the peoples
of those two countries who do not wish to live under
communist control, as well as have very serious con-
sequences for their immediate neighbors and implica-
tions for our foreign policy worldwide.

I was never an avid enthusiast of our deep involvement
in Indochina. 1In 1954 I participated in the study
which General Ridgeway sent to President Eisenhower
recommending against military intervention there.

In 1968 I wrote the enclosed piece, "Debacle Road,"
arguing we should either win the war or get out. My
main concern then was that our annual expenditures

of some $30 billion per year would lead us to short-
change our strategic arms programs to the net political
benefit of the! Soviet Union. This has happened, lead-
ing to the difficult dilemmas posed by SALT II negotia-
tions.

Yet the manner of our disengagement from Southeast
Asia has become more important today than it might
have been in 1968 -- when our overall position was
much stronger.

Honorable Henry M. Jackson
United States Senate
Washington, D.C.



2.

The theatres of the global confrontation are now
more sensitively linked today than they were then.
The Soviet Union still fuels the aggressive war
waged by Hanoi against the people of South Vietnam
just as it undergirds the Arab efforts to render
Israel impotent, and sustains the OPEC oil cartel

price war against the non-communist industrial and
developing nations.

The Soviet Union wants a North Vietnamese victory

and is willing to pay the price. 1In absolute terms
they are still supporting Hanoi at 1968 levels or
higher while our aid is less than 1/40th of the cost
of the effort we were then making. In 1968 we were
doing most of the fighting. 1In 1975 the ARVN forces
can more than hold their own against the North Viet-na
namese army whenever they have the means. When troops
fight to the last man, as they did at Phuc Binh, it is
not "an endless commitment," but one that can be ended
honorably once Hanoi becomes convinced that it cannot
win the war in the US Congress. If Hanoi wins a nega-
tive vote in Congress, the repercussions will be felt
not only in Southeast Asia, and especially in Thailand,
but in the Middle East and Europe as well. It will
simply mean that the United States in 1975 showed that
it lacked the will and staying power to cope with the
protracted conflict waged by the Soviet Union over the
past thirty years.

If the United States is willing to make billions
available to insure the right of the Israeli people

to exist -- as I believe it should -- it has an equiva-
lent obligation to those people in Vietnam and Cambodia
who have demonstrated their willingness to die in de-
fense of liberty.

Arguments aside, if you would line up with Senator
Kennedy on the supplemental issue the disturbing
signals broadcast by your action would undercut my °
efforts here to convince the Thais that the United
States is a dependable ally.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely,

William R, Kintner
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This form marks the file location of item number ,

listed on the pink Withdrawal Sheet found at the front of this folder.
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This form marks the file location of item number 2’51/

listed on the pink Withdrawal Sheet found at the front of this folder.
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This form marks the file location of item number '1

listed on the pink Withdrawal Sheet found at the front of this folder.
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This form marks the file location of item number jr’”

listed on the pink Withdrawal Sheet found at the front of this folder.
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This form marks the file location of item number ég

listed on the pink Withdrawal Sheet found at the front of this folder.





















THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 24, 1976

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTTIAL

EYES ONLY

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH

FROM: RUSS

Jack, I returned your call from Bil] tner,/ Kintner indicated
his message was "super confidentia{”. & tes that HAK is an
albatross around the President's neck. 1In his travels around the
country over the past several months, he has been advised time
after time that the President should get rid of HAK. "I have
nothing against Henry personally, mind you. I am only interested
in doing what I can to see to it that the President is elected."

Most prominently mentioned as possible successors, Kintner says,
are Connally and Richardson.





