
The original documents are located in Box 19, folder “Italy - Investigation of Alleged 
American Payments to Influence Italian Politics” of the John Marsh Files at the Gerald R. 

Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



.. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 1~, 1976 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 
.. 
"~ 

Th~s letter is in response to your request for comments on 
H. Res. 1295. 

It is our view that this resolution is an inappropriate instrument 
for considering the kinds of activities set forth in H. Res. 1295. 
We believe that, regardless of the country involved, information 
on any activities such as those mentioned in-H. Res. 1295 should 
be dealt with only by the appropriate committees of Congress 
with due consideration for protecting against public disclosure 
of information which could be harmful to the nation's foreign 
policy and national security. In addition, the adoption of· 
H. Res. 1295 would be wholly inconsistent with the purpose 
of Section 662 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended. 
That provisi<?_n, which resulted from the work of your Committee, 
was enacted s\>ecifically to keep Congress advised of any infor­
mation such as that sought in the resolution of inquiry. If the 
resolution is now adopted, it would vitiate the procedures set 
up for this very purpose. 

Based on the above consideration, it is our belief that approval 
·of the H. Res. 1295 by the Committee on International Relations 
and the House of Representatives would be incompatible with 
the public interest. 

The Honorable Thomas Morgan 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D._ C. 
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June 14, 1976 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
President of the United States 
The White Bouse 

JUN 14 1976 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing to request your comments on a resolution 
of inquiry which was introduced in the Bouse on Friday, 
June 11, 1976, and referred to the Committee on International 
Relations. 

Enclosed are two copies of the resolution, B.Res. 
1295, directing the President to provide the House of 
Representativ~s certain information with respect to any pay­
ment made by the United States to influence Italian politics. 

As you know, the Committee must act on this resolution 
within 7 legislative days beginning today. We will appreciate 
receiving your comments as soon as possible but no·later than 
Thursday, June 17, 1976. 

TEM:rkbm 
Enclosure 

CC: The Honorable Henry A. Kissinger 

Sincerely yours, 

Chair~ 
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rcfcne:d to the Committe-~ ~::& ---·-----· --oo;--

of ~c.Jopt: ivn of this :.-e soluti.OJ?., t ~-.-~ ?:n~s i"~··:nt sha J.l fu;·nish 
\\ 

to t.hc };CJ\~se of Ra::p:rc~c-nt:ilives t :. : fol1c~d.~g info)::f!;!tio;t: 

(1) Hithin 5 years pre:c~ -:~.Z"lg the <!ate en which 

information is fu'!llished pur :··~nt to thi.s resolut:i on 
I 

d . f ~ 1 , • ., •• - "1· . ' Gr. 1. • .Kno:·m, 1as any pc.?rsvn .l..i1CJ.UCJ.;~g any c1.v1 1:.111 

c::·,ployc"!e, mmr,ber of the Ar.:-:c~c Forc~s, ur person under 

contr.ict) acting en !>ch:tlf '-"f :::-;e l~nit:cd States· Govexn..:. 

h:·:nt a)r ::r1y agc&lCY or oth•~r i:-.st-:cu;;;t•llt.altty of the Unit~d . , 

St~t&!S Government paid or off-:z-ed to pay o.ny funds, 

dirnctly or indirectly--

: 
r. ·1 ... -~ .. ... . .. 
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or :tny othr.:r ·pol 5.ticnl ~;;m.~i ~:1ti on i.n Italy or ~r,y .. . 
mt-:nbcr of nny such P.arty or orenni.,. ... ~ti.on. or to tiny 
. . 

eovcrnmcnt offi.c:i.al ·or ~ny c~ncJio:.ltC fo1.· ::ny local 
; 

or l1ati.on:1l political offi.ce i.n It~tly; or 

(B) to m1y n~\·n;papcr. r~oi.o. televis5.on, ad-

'\.'P-l.~ti.si.'flg, or oth,!r l~edi.:t ··l:nl<lt:<:d c91::p:~ny or 

· enti.ty .(or nny r:lnplo)rc·c ·or :-:al~llt th~'l:t:'nf) .. ,hi ch 

has l-7i thin its }>rimary e.n7ca of i.n1pnct ;~ny part of 

It:1ly? 

1 f :;o' for cnch ~ .. uch ins'tance, r\n·ni.sh the follm·Jing 

5.nro:r-i::ation to the e>:tC!nt 1-:nm·nl: the c:.:r:ount of funds .... 

. 
off~r·c::d and if such fur:ds ~·;ere paid, t.hc - o~-!te -on :-:hi ch 

such pa.yl-:icnt ;·:as u:~de; the identity of :--:.ny pCl'$011 to 

. . . 
. of such pas;:1ent; the S.nstl.:\:!nentality of the United 

States Go·vern:::•~nt responsible for such p~~: !!,r:nt; and 

t~:e c:frcu;nst::nces S\n:Tut..li'lding ~\lch p:!.yai1Cilt:. , 
( 2) If l-~no·.~n, '.·:ere any. ~ndi v 1dua1. s . (A) nss igned or 

other\·:ise attache-d to any United States er..br-ssy or 

: ,. . .., 
• "I# 
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. ' ... 
otlu<:·r d5.plr:'i:l-lti.c llli :,;~s) on, •)r (B) r:;:,1.,1oy(:•l hy :my Uni.t·-:~d 

.·. ~ .. 
-v1:ay in .,ny paymc:nt· or offer ~~cscribP.d i.n p:lL':lf.,l.'·:ph (1) ... . 
of this resolution? ll'i ~ddi.tion, if l~no\·,m, ,.;,n:e nny fund~ 

,.,hi.ch · .. ;e:rc involved f..n any such payrr:.:::nt illP.C:Jlly ex- . 

('h.:mr,c·d for foreign currl'!ncy ci.~hcr b•.:ofol~e or after ::.ny 

pa.}"r::t-nt of s ·uch funds? . . 
{3) \·1i.thitl 5 years p"l.·r:cecli.ng the tl~Jtc on '.·:hi.ch i.n-

fol~•:J."lt5.on is furnishc:d pur.su~nt to this l:c:;oluti.on <!nd 

i.f kno~·in, l1as ~ny pc1:son (including •.:.-ay civilian employee, 

:-;,cm~>C~r of tr.c ·Anncd Forces_, or person under contrn.t~t) 

;;.ct:).ng on behalf of the Un:i.·tcd States Goverm·.1cnt or ~ny 

agc-:;1cy or other i.1-.s tl.·u;;-;~ntali, ty of the United S~a t.t>s 
\.\. 

Gov<?rm~ent participated in .:ny n;ccting. discu:::;si.on. or 

other cont3ct --.:oi th any national ·of Italy concerning tl1e 

use of :!ny .extr3constitut5.onal rr.c::ns to solve the J.tP.lian 
. 

: poli tic~l . cris~s? If .so' ro~.· c.:-:!ch -suc:h inst~ilCC' furn'i sh 
. 
the :CoJ J.o•..;l.ng infor1nat 5.on to the extent kno:-in: the :f. den-

tl.ty o~ .. ~ilY person taking part :i.~l ~ny s'lich cc:ilt:.;ct '"5. th 

:ln It:!lian nat5 .. onal; the date. on '·ihicn such cOilt;;.ct l·::is 
. . 

made; the inst:cu:nentality of the United States Govl!rnment 

responsible for such c::ont~ct; ·2nd tl1e ci:ccur:~st:'!nccs sur-

rounding such cent<! ct. 

(4) \O:ithi.n 5 yP.ars preceding the •late on l·Jhi.ch in­

fonr.P-ti.oil i.s f\u:ni.shed p\n·su:tnt to thi.s rt!soluti.on and if 
~ -· r 

r. ~ 
• '.:1 • ... 
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;;u~mhnc of the ;\J.J.;cd. 1-·orc~s, or. pc·n~:liJl n;·Hl<•C ·~•lntr:a~t) 
~ .. 

:lcting on b~h:t_l~ of the Uni. ted StatC's Cov,n·ilrru·nt or ~ .. ny 
i 

aecnr;y or otl1er in:;ti:tn·.l~Jit'ali.ty of tl1a United Stat:cs 

Govl~l:nF;r~nt (otlH~.C t)lbn any p~r~on 'lct:i.ng i.n the course 

of :-ttl lnvc?sti.g:tti.OJl of poss?-~le .:violati.ons of any Ln-1 

of the Uni.tcd States) discussed, or."llly or· i.n \·rriti.ng, 
. 

l-1i th any Un:i. ted Stntcs or JiJUlti.n:ttion:tl col:por;t ti.on, 

or any c1nployce or ae"nt thr.:rcof. uny p:iyl~clit or the 

offtir ;,f any pay1::ent of any funds, directly or lndir.ectir, 

(A) or (B) of par;.:3.r :::ph (1) of this rcsol\.lti.on? 
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9 ~~h. CO~GRESS' ~-:. . ~ ~ ~. 
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Directing ~he Presicent to provice .to the Ho~se of.Represen­
t"-4.::.. vcs cert~ i.~~ it1~o~m:ttion ~o~i th !'espec~ ~o ~y payment 
m::tC:c ~y the T,Jn.ite~ Stntas to · inf~.·.!'~ncc :t~:i~n poli.tic!:. 
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