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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 23, 1975

JYIEMORANDUM FOR:

JIM CANNON
JIM LYNN

FROM:

M.JU<: FRIEDERSDORF

Su"BJECT:

Solar Energy Research Center
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The administration is probably a couple months away on the
location of a solar energy research center but the lobbying
is becoming fast and furious.
As you will recall, Congressman Lou Frey of Florida met recently
at his own request with the President on this subject to urge
the facility be located in Florida.
John Rhodes was upset that Frey would try to get the jump on
Arizona even before ERDA's preliminary report was filed.
Rhodes has called personally in behalf of Arizona and, of course,
Fannin, Goldwater et al are lined up in behalf of Arizona.
Please be alert to the very serious Congressional support and
implications in this decision.

cc:

Do~ Rumsfeld
~ck Marsh

Tuesday, May 25,
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'Fearsome prospect' of nuclear weapons spread

Carter would shift U.S. toward
solar energy
By Harry B. ElUs
Staff correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor
Washington
If Jimmy Carter becomes president, Americans can expect a fundamental shift in the nation's energy policy - away from reliance on
nuclear power and toward the harnessing of
the sun's rays.
- Mr. Carter also would strive to limit the use
of nuclear power throughout the world, partly
by offering other nations help in developing solar and other "renewable" energy sources.
These conclusions emerge from Mr. Carter's
own remarks and from talks with experts who
are advising the former Georgia governor on
an appropriate nuclear policy for the United
States and the world.
Domestically, the Carter approach contra~ts
with that of President Ford, whose admmlstration devotes the lion's share of its fiscal 1977
energy research and development funds to nuclear power - both fission and fusion.
Nuclear research garners nearly $1.3 billion
of Mr. Ford's proposed 1977 budget, compared
with $116 million for solar energy research.
The ·President and his energy advisers, citing America's increasing dependence on foreign oil, stress rapid development of nuclear
power as one way to reduce U.S. reliance on
outside energy sources.
Mr. Carter, citing the "problems and dangers" of nuclear energy, says the "U.S. dependence on nuclear power should be kept to the
minimum necessary to meet our needs."
The U.S., says Mr. Carter, "must shift from
oil to coal," initiate "strict energy conservation measures," and rely in the long run on
"increasing amounts of energy from renewable
sources such as the sun."
Mr. Carter, as quickly as possible, would
propel Americans out of the fossil fuel age and
into reliance on sun anJ wind for energy.
meanwhile slowing down the spread of nuclear
power reactors in the United States and
throughout the world.
In developing his energy views the Georgian
relies, among others, on Prof. Richard N.
Gardner of Columbia University, principal author of Mr. Carter's May 13 energy policy address before a United Nations forum. and John

E. Gray, president of the International Energy

Association, Ltd.
Foreseeing the "fearsome prospect" that the
spread of nuclear power reactors would lead to
the spread of nuclear weap<ins to "many nations," Mr. Carter, as president, would call for
a world energy conference, under UN ausprices, to help all countries shift from "dwin1
dling sources" of fossil energy to the "greatest
feasible reliance on renewable sources."
A Carter White House would call for a complete international ban on the sale_of uranium
enrichment or reprocessing plants, from which
weapons-grade plutonium can be extracted.
The United States bans such sales by American nuclear suppliers. But West Germany, as
part of a billion-dollar reactor deal, is selling a
reprocessing plant to Brazil. France is negotiating a similar sale to Pakistan, and has
opened talks on the subject with Iran.
Though the German and Fren~h Governments insist any reprocessing plants they sell
will remain under strict international
safeguards, President Ford, like Mr. Carter.
opposes such sales.
"The assumption is," said an adviser to Mr.
Carter, "that any nation seeking a reprocessing plant wants to have a nuclear weapons option.
"So, to overcome the attraction of this option the United States would have to offer purcha~ers of nuclear reactors permanent and
adequate access t~ [uranium] fuel" for peaceful uses.
Also, a~cording to Mr. Carter. the U.S.
should offer West German and French manufacturers a fair share of nuclear reactor sales.
to dissuade them from offering the competitive
"sweetener" of reprocessing plants.

