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Thus, it is because of our government's obligation to this Ameri-
.can citizen that we commend the Department of State for this under-
taking and ask that the - Portuguese Government be fully and ade-
quately informed as to our concern and that of other Members of
Congress. We hope that this matter will be successfully resolved
in accordance with our country's frlendship and mutual regard for
its NATO ally, and that due notice be taken of the urgent humani-
tarian considerations that are involved. In that this situation
has been permnitted to drag on since the Cubans first proposed it in
1971, it seems that speedy and effective measures should be taken
to resolve it while the opportunity still exists.

With all personal good wishes,

Sincerely yours,
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Cuba Offers Trade:
‘Spy’ for Prisoner

Assoclated Press

Cuba has proposed to the
United States a prisoner ex-
change involving the re-
lease of an alleged CIA
agent for a Puerto Rican
nationalist convicted in the
1954 U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives shooting incident
informed sources say.

Under the proposal, Cuba
would release Lawrence K.

Lunt, a Massachusetts na-
tive arrested in June 1965 -

on charges of espionage and
harboring counter-revolu-
tionairies, the sources said.
Lunt, now about 50, was

sentenced to a 30-year Jall

term in 1966

IN EXCHANGE Cuba
has asked for the release of
Lolita Lebron, one of four
Puerto Rican nationalist
who wounded five congress-
men in the House chamber
on March 1, 1954.

It was understood the
proposal has been referred
to the Justice Department,
but Justice and State De-
partment officials declined
comment. -

Mrs. Lebron, now about
S5, was sentenced to 16 to 50

years in prison on a charge °

of assault with a deadly
weapon. She is an inmate at
the federal prison in Alder-
son, W. Va. Her three male

" companions were given
stiffer sentences on their"’

_convictions of assault w1th

intent to kill.

A heroine to many sup-
porters of Puerto Rican
independence, Mrs. Lebron

has described herself as the

ringleader of the group.

LUNT is one of about
eight American prisoners in
Cuban jails.

He left Massachusetts as
a young man and became a
ranchhand in the West.
After U.S. Air Force serv-
ice in World War II and the
Korean War, he married a
Belgian and settled in Cuba
to raise cattle.

Partly because of his

marriage to a non-Ameri-

can and' partly because
expansion of the cattle
industry was a goal of the

.Cuban revolution, he was

'

‘allowed to remain in Cuba

-after Prime Minister Fidel

Castro came to power.

The Cubans reportedly
claimed that Lunt, during a
family visit to Washington
in 1961, was recruited by
the CIA to gather informa-
tion about conditions on the

island. He was convicted in

1966 after a six-month trial.

One State Department
official said that to his
knowledge, Lunt was not
employed by the CIA or any
other U.S. government
agency prior to hxs arrest m
Cuba.
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February 27, 1974

The Honorable Henry A. Kissinger
Secretary of State
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Congressman Sam Steiger has brought to our attention the
situation of his friend, Mr. Lawrence K. Lunt, and of the

F\\\R

tragic
op-

portunity currently available to secure the release of this

political prisoner.

It is our understanding that the Cuban Government, acting
response to a plea of the Holy Father which was made upon
request of Ambassador Lodge, has officially proposed that
remainder of Mr. Lunt's thirty year sentence, imposed for
vities alleged by the Cuban Government to have been under
on behalf of the United States, be commuted upon the cond
that the Portuguesc Government also rclease Captain Rodri
Peralta, a Cuban Army officer, convicted on similar charg
activities in Guinea (Bissau) and sentenced in 1972, to t
imprisonment by a Portuguese Military Court. We are info
that, as the young Cuban officer he: ocen severcly wounde
Cubans are anxious for his return and that they have reit

in

the

the
acti-
taken
ition
guez

es for
en years
rmed o
d, the '
erated

this proposal, first made to the Holy See, to both Mr., Luant's

wife and to the Belgian Governnent

It appears that Mr. Lunt's position is quite desperate in
after nine years in prison, he is now over fifty years ol
has a wife and three minor children. The prospects of tw
one more years imprisonment in Cuba do not appear very en
aging; and therefore the successful negotiation of this p

that,
d and
enty-
cour-
roposed

exchange may be his only opportunity for freedom. Moreover, we

understand that his mother in Colorado is hospitalized an
her final illness.

It is encouraging to know that the Department of State ha
cently undertaken to persuade the Portuguese Government t
cipate in this proposal for the sake of the overriding hu
an considerations involved, We understand that the Portu
Government has now informed our Embassy in Lisbon that it

rently considering the matter and that no definite decisi
yet been made.
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Thus, it is because of our government's obligation to this Ameri-
.can citizen that we commend the Department of State for this under-
taking and ask that the Portuguese Government be fully and ade-
quately informed as to our concern and that of other Members of
Congress. We hope that this matter will be successfully resolved
in accordance with our country's Irlendship and nutual regard fov
its NATO ally, and that due notice be taken of the urgent humani-
tarian considerations that are involved., In that this situation:
has been permitted to drag on since the Cubans first proposed 1t in
1971, it seems that speedy and effective measures should be taken
to resolve it while the opportunity still exists.

With all personal good wishes,

Sincerely yours,
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February 28, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOWCROFT
FROM; JACK MARSH
Per our coaversation, 1 am forwarding the attached materials

to you for your handling, They concern Lawrence Lunt who is
being held prisoner in Cuba.

Thank you for your assistance.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
CONFIDENTIA L March 10, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH
FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT @
SUBJECT: The Lawrence Lunt case

Thank you for the package of materials on the Lunt case.

We continue to follow this closely, The Lebron solution is
complicated by the fact that she has refused parole and is insisting
on full pardon for herself and her accomplices. Justice and State
both believe that it would be a mistake to grant this. There is an
understandable concern that her freedom might contribute to a
difficult and potentially volatile situation.

Although this solution appears improbable, we are continuing to
explore it as well as all other possibilities and remain actively
engaged in seeking Lunt's release,

cc: Philip W. Buchen

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5

NSC Memo, 11/24/98, State Dept. Guidelines
By li/tand_, NARA, DateJML
SCONFIDENTIA I~






