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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
January 29, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: DON RUMSFELD
. JACK MARSH

THRU: MAX FRIEDERSDORF
VERN LOEN VL~

FROM: | CHARLIE LEPPERT &‘? .
SUBJECT: House Democratic Caucus Rules

Attached for your information is a copy of the House Democratic Caucus
Rules and Manual as adopted by the Democratic Caucus of the 94th Congress.

cc: Bennett Z'Q/
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AHE DEMUOULRATIL CAULUS

PREAMBLE

In adopting the following rules for the Democratic Caucus, we afirm and declars that the follow-
ing cardinal principles should control Democratic action:

a. In essentials of Democratic principles and doctrine, unity.

b. In nonessentials, and in all things not involving fidelity to party principles, entire individual
independence. :

¢. Party alignment only upon matters of party faith or party policy.

d. ¥riendly conference and, whenever reasonably possible, party cooperation.

STANDING RULES

R 1. Membership . -
a. All Democratic Members of the House of Representatives shall be prima facle members of the

- Democratic Cancus.

b. Any member of the Democrz:ic Caucus of the House of Representativesyfaiﬁng to abide by
the rules governing the same shall thereby automatically cease to be a member of the Caueus, B

R 2. Meeting Dales - ; : : ' .
Meetings of the Democratic Caucus may be called by the chairman upon his own motion and shal}
be called by him whenever requested in writing by 50 members of the Caucus or at the request of the
Paorty Leader. While the House is in session, the Democratic Caucus shall meet regularly at 2 time
and place to be determined by the chairman, on the 34 Wednesdayg, of each month, except January of
odd numbered years. If the House not be in sessionon the ednesday, the monthly Caucus shall
be held on the next succeeding Wednesday on which the House is in session. The chairman may cancel
any monthly Caucus, but not two consecutive monthly Caucuses, provided members are given reason-
able notice of such cancellation. Members of the Caucus shall not schedule committee meetings or

hearings at times when the Caucus is fo bein session.-
R 3. Presiding Oficer =~ o ‘ ‘ ' ‘ -

The chairman shall have the right fo name any member of the Caucus to perform the duties of
the Chair during the temporary absence of the chairman. ; e ~

» _R4. Quorum -

A quorum of the Caucus shall consist of 2 majority of the Demoeratic Members of the House. If
the absence of a quorum is established, the chairman may continue the meeting for purposes of dis-
cussion only, but:no motion of any kind, except a motion to adjourn, shall be in order st such con-
tinued meeting. , ; . : ; e

R 5. Agenda A ~ , e
At each such monthly Caucus, Members shall have the right to place before the Caucus any ques-
tion, provided written notice of such intention is (1) delivered to the office of the chairman, and (2)

transmitted to all members of the Caucus not later than 5 p.m. on the 9th day immediately preceding

the day of such Caucus. The chairman shall preseribe the order of business and shall provide members

‘with an agenda at least 5 days before the Caucus. Amendments to the agenda shall be in order only

if submitted to Caucus members at least 48 hours before the hour of convening and if supported in
writing by 50 members. . = : ‘ o .

R 6. Rules | » S R

General parliamentary law, with such special rules as may be adopted, shall govern the meetings
of the Caucus. The five-minute rule that governs the House of Representatives shall govern debate
in the Democratic Caucus, unless suspended by a vote of the Caucus. .

R 7. Elections ; ' S -
In the election of officers and in the nomination of candidates for office in the House, 2 majority
of those present and voting shall bind the membership of the Caucus. : ’ , :
No Member shall be elected to serve as Chairman, Secretary, or Assistant Secretary of the Demo-
cratic Caucus for more than two consecutive terms. S , : ' » )

R 8. Caucus Votes and Party Issues s - : .

In deciding upon action in the House involving party policy or principle, a two-thirds vote of
those present and voting at a Caucus meeting shall bind all members of the Caucus: Provided, The
said two-thirds vote is a majority of the full Democratic membership of the House: And provided
further, That no member shall be bound upon questions involving a construction of the Constitution
of the United States or upon which he made contrary pledges to his constituents prior to his election or
received contrary instructions by resolutions or platform from his nominating authority,

Whenever any member of the Caucus shall determine, by reason of either of the exceptions pro-
vided for in the above paragraph, not to be bound by the action of the Caucus on those questions, it
shall be his duty, if present, to so advise the Caucus before the adjournment of the mesting, or if not
present at the meeting, to promptly notify the Democratic Leader in writing, so that the party may
be advised before the matter comes to issue upon the floor of the Houss.

R 9. Admittance to Caucus Meetings ‘ ' . , .

No persons, except Democratic Members of the House of Representatives, a Caucus Journal
Clerk, and other necessary employees, shall be admitted to the meetings of the Caucus without the
express permission of the chairman. ' .

R 10. Journal and Notification of Policy Actions f ‘ o : . 7
The Caucus shall keep a journal of its proceedings, which shall be published after each meeting,
and which shall be available for inspection by any member of the Caucus upon request. The yeas
and nays on any question shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, ba entered on the Journal,
and 2 copy of each record vote shall be distributed to each Member of the Caucus. Provided, however,

- that a question shall be decided by secret ballot or other non-record vote if a majority so demand.

Provided, further, that 2!l votes involving the nomination or election of dMembers for office in the
Caucus or in the House, including committee chairmanships, shall be by secret ballot unless a majority
decide otherwisa, \ :

R 11. Manualof the House Democratic Caucus
54

h3 T Avemre TYAnun ~ [ O, B4 11 f g G 1 U ] »

There shall be a lanunl of the House Damocoratic LCaucus which shall contain all resulatines of
; M Fank 4 - — Sh POTSS FO0 R -

continuing foree and effect. Said ATonun! shall be Lept current. Topical resolutions need not be in-

..........

cluded in the DManual but shall be published in the Journal. All matter included in the Manual shall
have the same ziTect as if it were included in the Standing Rales.
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MI Standm" Committee ’\Iemberslups :

A. Committee Ratios. Committee ratios should be estatlished to create firm working majorities on each comxm».tee.
In determining the ratio on the respective standing committess, the Speaker should provxde for a minimum of three-
Democrats for each two Republicans.

B. Seniority. The Committee on Committees shall recommend to the Caucus nominees for chairman and member-
ship of each commitiee other than the Commiitee on Rules for which the Democratic nominee for Speckeér or
Speaker as the case may be shall have exclusive nominating authority. Recommendations for committes posts need
not necessarily follow seniority. .. _ i, ;

C. Nominations for Committee Membership. Upon a letter from a Ifember, signed by 50 percent or more of said
Member’s State Demccratic Delegation, including said Member, said Member shall automatically be considered for
nomination by the Committes on Committees for the committee membership po;ition to which said Member aspires.
The Chairman of the Committee on Committees shall see that such Member’s name is placed in nomiraticn. Tha pro-

visions of this paragraph shall not apply with respect to nominations for the Committee on Rules.

D. Procedures for Electing Committee Chairmen and Members. The Democratic nominee for Speaker or Speaker
as the case may be shall recommend to the Caucus nominees for chairman and membership of the Committee on Rules.
Debate and balloting on any such nomination shall be subject to the same provisions as apply to tke nominations of
chairmen or Members of other committees. If 2 majority of those present and voting reject 2ny nominee for chairman

" o membarship of the Committee on Rules, the Democratic rominee for Speaker or Speaker as the cass may be

shall be entitled to submit new nominations until any such positions are filled. Chairmen: The Committee on Com~ -
mittees shall nominate one Member of -each committee, other than the Committee on Rules, for the position of
chairman and such nominations need not necessarily follow seniority. The Caucus shall vote on each nomines, If a
secret ballot is demanded on any chairman nominated by the Committee on Committees, such vote will be taken by
secret ballot if the demand for the same is supported by one-fifth of those present. No debate shall be allowed unless
requested by a nominee or a Member who wishes to speak in opposition to a nomination provided that the request to
speak in opposition is supported by three or more Members. Debate on any nomination shall be limited to 30 minutes
equally divided between proponents and opponents of that nominee, such time to be further extended only by majority
vote of the Caucus. If a2 majority of those present and voting reject its nominee for chairman, the Committes on Com-
mittees shall make a new nomination within 5 days. Five to ten days after the Committee on Committees reports such
new nominations, the Caucus shall meet to consider the new nominee of the Committee on Committees and any additional
nominations offered from the floor. Only Members who have been recommended for membership on the committee shall.
be eligible for nomination 2s chairman. Should additional nominations be made from the floor, debate shall be limited
to 15 minutes per nominee, unless extended by majority vote of the Caucus; election shall be by secret ba.llot' and a
majority of those present and voting a quorum being present, shall be required to elect.

The Commitice on Committees shall make recommendations to the Caucus regarding the assxonment of I&.embers
to each committee other than the Committee on Rules, one committee at a time. Upon 2 demand supported by 10 or mora
BMembers, a separate vote shall be had on any member of the committee. If any such motion prevails, the committee
list of that particular committee shall be considered recommitted to the Committee on Committees for the sole purpose
of implementing the:direction of the Caucus. Also, such demand, if made and properly supported, shall be debated for
no rore than 30 minutes with the time equally divided between propenents and opponents. If the Caucns and ths Com-
mittee on Committees Le in disagreement after oomnle icn of the procedure herein provided the Ca.ucns may make final
and complete disposition of the matter. . . e

E. Rules for Making Commzttee Assignments. For the puz'po;es of this sechon the follomncr cotmmttee deswna-

o tions shall apply:

(1) Appropriations; Ways and Means; and Rules Committee ‘shall be “exclnswe comxmt‘ees. :

(2) Agriculture; Armed Services; Banking, Currency and Housing; Education and Labor; Foreign
Affairs; Commerce and Health Judiciary; and Pubhc Works and Transportation shau be considered
“major’.committees.

{3) Budget; Government Operatmns, House Administration; Interior and Insular Affairs; Internal Security;
Merchant Marine and Fisheries; Post Office and Civil Service; Science and Technology; Small Business;
Veterans’ Affairs; and District of Columbia shall be considered “nonmajor” committees.

a. No Democrzatic Member of an exclusive committee shall also serve on another exclusive, ma.Jor, or non-

mzjor committee.

b. Each Democratic Member shall be entitled to serve on one but only one exclusive or one major committee.

c. No Democratic Member shall serve on more than one major and one nonmajor committee or two nonmajor

- committees. i

d. Members who s;ned as members of the Select Co'nrmttee on Smal' Busme or the SmaH Business Sub—
committee of the Committee on Banking and Currency on October 8, 1974, shall not be deemed to be in violation
of the provisions of this clause by reason of membership on the Small Busiress Committee.

e. Members of the Budget Committee 2s of December 1, 1974, shall not be deemed to be in violation of the
provisions of this clause by reason of their Budget Committee membership and Members of the Appropriations
and Ways and Means Committees shall be eligiole for r'e'nbershlp on the Budget Committee as provided by law,
notwitastanding the provisions of subssction a.

M II. Standing Full Committee and Subcommitiee Chan'nansmps

A. TEe chairman of a full committee shall not be the chairman of more than one subcemzmttee on such full com- .
mittee and shall insofar as practicable permit subcommittee chairman of ofher subcommittees to handle legislation on .
the floor which has been reported by their subcommittee. E

B. No Member shall be chairman of more than one legzslatwe subcommittee. A subcommittee chairman shall be
entitled to select and designate at least one staff member for szid subcommittee, subject to the approval of a majority
of the Democratic Members of said full committee. Said staff member shall be compensated at 2 salary commensurate
with the responsibilities prescribed by said subcommittee chairman. The staff members’ compensation shall ba provided

. out of appropriated amounts, if any, rather than statutory amounts allowed eacir committee.

Lo
sl S,

C. No Member shall be 2 member of more than two commitiees with legislative jurisdiction. >

D. The followinz committees shall be exempt from the three immadizately preceding provisions: House Administra-
tion; Standards of OScinl Conduct; House Recording; Hous2 Seauty Shep; and Jeint Committees.

E. A IMembar who sarved as chairman or subcommittee chairman of the Select Committee on Small Business or 23
subcommitiee chzirman of the Small Business Subcommittee of the Barnking and Cere'xcy Committes as of October 8
1974, shall not be deemed to b2 in violation of the pro'»xs‘ons of this clause because of service as <hairman or SLb—
coinmittee chairman cn the Small Business Commitice. The chzairman of a major or e.\:c'.usae full committea shall not
serve simultaneously s the chairman of any other full, select or joint committee. )

F. Mombers of the Budget Committee shall be eligitle fo- subcommittee chairmaxuships on such committee withonut
rezard to the first sentance of section B,

AL 1II. Committee and Subcemmitiee Organization and Prozedure

A. At the start of each Congress, the chairman of each standing committee or other committee with x..glsla.nse
jurisdiction shall call 2 meeting of all of the Demccratic Jembers of the committee, giving at least 3 days notica to all
Democratic Mambers of tha committee. Said meeting shall be called snbsequent to the Housa Demoeratic Czucas approval
of tha commitiee lists but prior to any orgzmzat'oml meeting of the full committee. Suck Caucus skall £l the positicas

- & -
of sebcoamities chainasn and subcommittes mombers in ascordonce with procedores doseriboed 3n sosSons AL Y A

2L V. B ond shali approve and securs adontion of commitiee rules ineorporating the following prineinles:
' (1) Jurisdiction and number of subcomm:ittees. The Democratic Caucus of each committee shall establish the
f.f pomber of suhcommittees and shall fix the jurisdiction of each subcormittee.

(2) Powers and dutics of subcommitiees. Each subcommittes it autherized to meet hold hearingz, vecaive

videnze and report to the commitice on all matiers referred to it. Qv'b”ommxt.ee chairmen shall set

meetinz dates after consuitation with the chairman and cther subzemmittee chairmen with 2 visw tovrard
avoiding simultaneous schednling of committee and subcommittee meetings or hearings wherever possible.

o s Casa
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(3) Reference of legisletion and other mutiers. All lagislation and other matters refarred to 2 committee shall =
ﬂ :be referred to the subcommitlee of appropriate jurisdiction within 2 weeks urless, by majority vote of the »
s i7" Democratic Members of the full committee, consideration is to be by the full commitice,

{4) Perty ratios. The Democratic Caucus of each committee shall determine 2n aprrepriate ratio of Demo-
cratic to minority party members for each subcommittee and shall cuthorize 2 Member or Members to
negotiate that ratio with the minority party; Provided, kowever, That party representation on each sub~ =~
committee, including any ex-oficio members, shall be no less favorable to the Democratic Party than the <

N 6 ratio for the full committee. Provided, further, That Democratic Pa:-"y representation on conference
l committzes ~also shall ‘be no less favorable-to the Democratic Party than the ratio for the full Housa
committee. =5 ’

(5) Subcommittez budget and stafing. Subject to overall control of a majority of the Democratic Caucus on

 the commiitee, each subcommittee shall have an adequate budget to discharge its responsibilities for

- legislation and overmo'ht. All subcommittee staff shall be selected in the manner provided in II(B) of this
Manual.

M 1V. Periodic Committee Caucus&s :

A. There shall be 2 Democratic Caucus of each standing committee and any other committee with legislative juris-
diction consisting of all Democratic Members of the committee. Meetings of the Caucus m27 be called by the chairman
or a majority of the Democratic Members of the committee with due notice to all Caucus 3embers. A quorum of the
Demoeratic Caucus on each committee shall consist of 2 majority of the Democratic Members assigned thereto. All
actions by the Democratic Caucus of said committees shall require a majority of those voting, 2 quorum being present.
Upon written request of 10 Democratic Members of any committee or upon the writien reguest of 2 majority of the

" Democratic Members, whichever is less, addressed to the chairman thereof to hold 2 Caucus of the Democratic Mem-
bers, said chairman shall call such Caucus within 10 days of such request. Said request shall contain the sanect matter
for discussion at such Caucus.

M V. Rules for Making Succommxttee Assi gnments

A. Subcommattee Chairmen. At the Democratic Caucus described in section M III. A, Democratxc Members of 2
the ccmmittee shall have the right, i m order-of full committee seniority; or seniority on the subcommittee concerned, as .-
the Democratic Caucns on the comrmttee may determine, to bid for subcommittee chairmanships. Any such request-

_shall be subject to approval by a majority of those present and voting in the Democratic Caucus on the committee. If .

the committee Caucus rejects a subcommittee chairmanship bid, the next senior Democratic Member may bid for the
position as in-the first instance. Provided however, That the full Democratic Caucus also shall vote on each Member
nominated to serve as-chzirman of an Appropriations suhcommxttee following the sa.me pmcedure set forth in Caucus
Rules for the election of standing committee chairmen. y :

B. Subcommittee Membership. All Democratic stbcommittee positions on House sta.ndm" commxttees shall be filled
at the Democratic Committee Caucus described in section B IIL. A in the following manner: :

(1) Step One—3embers who served on the committee in the preceding Gongress shall be entitled to retain ot
more than two subcommittee assignments held on that committee in the preceding Congress. Members
* chosen as subcommittee chairmen in accord with the procedure set forth in section M V. A shall be en-:
titled to retain only one other subcommittee assignment held on that committee in the preceding Congress.

(2) Step Two—Members who retain no subcommittee assignments in Step Onre and new Members shall be
entitled, in order of their ranking on the full committee, to select one subcommittee position each.

(3) Step Three—DMembers who have selected only one subcommittee assignment shzll be entitled, in order of
their ranking on the full committee, to select a second subcommittee assignment, to the ext:ent that su.b¢
committee size penmts.

{4) Step Four—Any remaining subcommittee vacancies shall be filled by additional rounds of selechon in

: order of Members’ ranking on the full committee.

(5) If 2 committee Caucus determines, 2s described in section M V. A, that Members may bid for subcommit- -
tee chairmanships by subcommittee rather than full committee seniority, the ranking Members on each _
‘subcommittee shall be determined by the order in which Members elect to go on the subcormxttee.

M VI. Appointments to Joint and Select Committees, Boards, and Comamissions :

In those instances where the Speaker has the power to 2ppoint Members to joint and select committees, boards,
commissions, due consideration should be given to sharing the workload and responsibility among qualified Members
of the House who have indicated an interest in the subject matter of the committee, board, or commission, and have ex-
pressed a willingness to actively participate in its deliberations and operations. All Members serving on joint and select
committees, boards, and comamissions by virtue of appointment by the Speaker shall be considered to have completed
their tenure and their positions deemed to be vacant until filled by apnomtmert or reappointment by the Speaker.

3 ViI. House Democratic Policy and Steering Commitiee

There should be a House Democratic Steering and Policy Committee constituted as follow-.

a. Membership. The Democratic Steering and Policy Committee shall consist of the elected Democratic Ieadershxp~
{the Speaker, Majority Leader, and Caucus Chairman), 12 Members who shall be elected from 12 equal regions'2s »
set forth below, and not te exceed eight Members who shall be appointed by the Speaker. (Provided, that in the 93d and
94th Congresses, five of the eight appointees shall be the Whip and the four Deputy Whips) and the Speaker is
authorized to cppoint one additional Member for.the 94th Congress only. The size of the committee shall be reviewed
2t the start of the 94th Congress and co*xaxderatxou s‘mll be given to reducing the number of appointive 3embers
tnerato.

b. Organization and Procedure. The Speaker shall serve as Chairmaa of the committee, the Majcrity Leader as
Vice Chairman, and the Caucus Chairman as Second Vice Chairman. The committee skalil adopt its own rules which
shall be in writing; shali keep a journal of its proceedings; and shall meet at laast cnce each month whil2 the House
is in session and upon the call of the Chairman or whenever requested in writing by four of its Members. In additien,
the committee may authorize the Chairman to appoint 2d hoc committees from among the entire membershin of the
Caucus to conduct special studies or investigations whenever necessory. \

e. Functions. The committee shall make racommendations regarding party policy, legislative priorities, scheduling
of matters for House or Cauccs action, 2nd other matters 25 appropriate to further Domocratic programs and policies.

d. Regions. The 50 States (and other areas represented in the House) shall be divided into 12 compact and con-
ticuous regions, each containing approximately one-twelfth of the Members of the Democratic Caucus. At the beginning
of each Conaress, the Speaker (or Minority Leader if Democrats are in the minority) shail submit {o the Caucus for its
anproval changes necessary to maintain, as near as practicable, an equal nurher of Vernb\_rs in each region. The pro-
posed changes and 2 list of Tlemters in each region indicating the total years of service for each as of the start of that
Cengress shall be made avm!able to Members of the Caucus 2t least 10 days befme a Ca zeus witch skall mest no later
than March 1 of odd-numbered years to approve or amend tha regions.

e. Regioncl Electzons Each region shall meet no later than 3Iarch 30 in odd-*umbered years to elsct its repre-
sentatives to the committee. Such regional elections shall be held at a time determiced by the Chairman of tle Steer-
ing 2nd Policy Committee and 2nnounced by written notice at least 10 days in advance. The Chairman shali also desig-

- nate a Member from each region to call that region’s election meeting to order and to preside until 2 peimanent
presiding officer is elected, which shall be the first erder of business. If at sucn meeting, th2 election of 2 Blember to
the Steering and Policy Committee does not take place due to lack of 2 quorum, the Chairman shall reschedule the
reeting as soon as practicable, provided dMembers are given at least 48 hours notice in writing of when and where
the rescheduled meeting will be held. Nominations may be made from tbe ﬂoor or in advance of the election meeting
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by written notice signed by two Members from the region otker than the nominee. Written nominations must be de-
" livered to the Steering and Policy Committee office not later than § p.m. on the second day immediately preceding the
day of the election meeting and mailed to all Members of the Caucus in that region not Jater than midnight of the
second day immediately preceding the day of the election meeting. Following the close of advance rominations, 2 ballot
shali be prepared for each region containing the names of candidates nominated in advance for election {rom the region.
Candidates shall be listed in alphabetical order and all ballots shall contain space to write in the names of Members
nominated from the foor. One-half of the Members of a region shall constitute a quorum for zn electicn and a raaj ority
of those present and voting shall be required to elect. If more than one ballot be required, the candidate receiving the
fewest votes on each ballot shall be eliminated from all succeeding votes until one candidate receives a majority of the
votes cast. If a region’s representative in the preceding Congress had completed 12 or more years service at the start
of said Congress, he or she shall be succeeded by a Member who has less than 12 years service, This provision shall not
apply to the re-election of an incumbent Member of the committee who is entitled to seek ancther term.

f. Terms of Service. Each regionally elected Member of the committee shall serve for a term of two years, or
until his successor is elected. In the event of a vacancy the region shall elect a successor to fill the unexpired term. No
Member shall be elected or appointed to more than two consecutive full texrms, However, six of the 12 members elected

in the 93d Congress——as determined by lot at the first meeting of the cornmittee—shall not he eligible for re-election

in the 94th Congress.
M Vill Committee on Orvam;ahon, Study and Review
; The Caucus Chairman shall appoint a committee on Qrganization, Study and Review for the purposes of review of
the Caucus Rules and Manual as cu'cum.stances may mchcate, with no powers other than those recommendmg action
to the Caucus. :
M IX. Closed Rule Restriction

{2) It shall be the poliey of the Demoeratxc Caucus that no committee chamnan or desxgnee shall seek, and the

Democratic Members of the Rules Comnittee shall not support, any rule or order prohibiting any germans amendment
to any bill reported from committee until four {4) legislative days have elapsed follomng notxce in the Congressional
Record of an intention to do so.

{b) If, within the four {4) legislative days following said notice in the Congressxonal Record 50 or more Demo- )

eratic Members give written notice to the chairman of the commitiee seeking the rule and to the chairman of the

Bules. Committee that they wish to offer » particular germane amendment, the chairman or designee shall not sesk and

the Democratic Members of the Rules Committee shall not support, any rule or order relating to the bill or resolution

involved until the Democratic Caucus has met and decided whether the proposed amendment should be allowed to be
considered in the House,

{c) If 50 or more Democratic Members give notice as provided in subsection (b) ahorve, then, natmthstandmo the

provisions of Caucus Rule No. 5, the Caucus shall meet for such purpose within three (3) legislative days following a
request for such a Caucus to the Speaker and the chairman of the Demoeratic Caucus by said commitiee chairman or
daxgnee.

(d) Provided, fyrther, that notices referred to above also shall be subm.\tbed to the Speaker, the Majonty Leader,

and the chairman of the Democratic Caucna,
M X. Budget Committee

A. Party Ratio. The Budget Commttee shall consist of not less than 14 ]}emocmts and 9 Repubhcs.ns and the .

ratio on said committee shall be readjusted at the start of the 94th Congress to at leas’c reflect any increase in Demo~
cratic membership in the House, -

B. Lecdership Member. The Speaker shall appoint the leadership member of the commzttee. ‘ '

C. Nomination of Other Members. The chairman of the Appropriations Committee shall nominate three of the
" Democratic Members of that committee, the chaixman of the Ways and Means Committee shall nominate three of the
Democratic Members of that committee, and the chairman of the Steering and Policy Committee shall nominate seven
Members of other committees. A list of said nominees shall be distributed to all Members of the Caucus at least 9 days
prior to the election meeting. Members shall then have 7 days to nominate additional candidates by written motice
signed by five Members other than the nominee. Written nominations must be delivered to the offices of the Caucus
chairman and the Caucus secretary not later than noon on the second day immediately preceding the election meeting,
and the Caucus chairman or secretary shall mail a list of all nominees to Members of the Caucus that same day.

" D. Election Procedure. Election shall be by ballot which lists all candidates by category {Appropnanons, Wars
and DMeans, other committees) in the order they were nominated, and a majority shall be required to elect.

E. Election of Chairman, Following election of all Democratic Members, the Caucus shall eleet one of said Mem-
bers to serve as chairman. Nominating speeches shall not exceed 3 minutes per nominee and seconding speeches shall
1ot exceed 1 minute and shall be limited to two per nominee. Election shall be by ballot and a majonty shall be reqmrﬂd
to elect.

F. Service Limitations. The following limitations shall apply to Members of the Budgst Committee:

(1) The Democratic Members elected in 1974 shall serve on an interim basis for the remainder of the 93d
Congress only. A new election shall be held at the start of the 94th Congress and half of the Members
elected at that time {to be determined by lot at the first meeting :followm e}ection) shall not be aligible
for reelection at the start of the 95th Congress.

{2) The chairman of the Budget Committee shall not serve szmuitaneously as chairman of any other s;andmo-
_committee,

{3) No Member shall serve as a Member of the Budget Committee durirg more than two Conmsses in aay
period of five successive Congresses beginning after 1974 (disregarding for this purposs any service pe‘ .

formed as o Member of such committee for less than 2 full session in any Congress). Alt selections of
Members to serve on the committee shall be made without regard to senlont}f

M XT. Election Procedure for Ways and Means Vacancies
Besslved, That for the 94th Congress the Demoeratic Caucus shall elect Democmtzc Members to fill vacancies on
the Ways and Means Committee in accord with the following procedure:

{1) Nominations. The Democratic Committee on Committees shall nominate ona Member for each Democratic
vacancy to be filled on the Ways and Means Committee and shall distribute the name(s) o; such nomi-
nee(s) to all Members of the Democratic Caucus at least 9 days prior to the electlrm raseting. Members
shall then have 7 days to nominate additional candidates by written notice signed by 5 De:mcratic e
bers other than the nominee. Written nominations must be delivered to the ofices of the Caucus chairman
and the Caucus secretary not later than noon at the second day immediately preceding the election meet-
ing, and the Caucus chairman or secretary shall meil a list of all nominees o Members of the Caucus

that same day.

(2) Election Procedure. Election shall be by ballot which lists all c:md‘da..es in the order they were nom ma’ced,
and a majority shall be required to elect; Provided, however, that any ballot which contains votes for
more or fewer candidates than there are vacancies to be filled shall not be counted,

(3) Previous 3embers. The nomination of any Member who served on the commitiee in the preceding Con-
gress shail be reported by the Committee on Committees for action by the Caucus in the same manner as
is provided for nominztion of Mambers to other standing rommstteﬂs. .




o\

3 D S L de Ay A L L BE M LB b A e el B LASELE 2 L it ol S g 0 Bl o

.' ' I
g
j (J";(/l C& §
May 22, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: , MAX FRIEDERSOORF _
FROM: JACK MARSH

The attached Is an issue which all of us, particularly your House
guys, should follow closely.

Many thanks,

JOM/dl
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COMMENT

Let the Sun Shine in the Caucus
(Editorial, Excerpted from the Baltimore Sun)

Of the issues that will come before the House Democratic
caucus this week, one of the most important has to do with
openness by the caucus itself. Democrats hold these meetings
behind closed doors. Republicans used to, but recently
decided on open meetings. The Democrats ought to follow that
lead. Many of the reforms made in Congressional procedures
in the past few years have been made in the spirit of fairness
and openness, and it is an anomaly for the caucus to make its
decisions out of sight of the public. (5/19/75)





