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MEETINas 

PART1CIP.ANTS1 

DAT Et 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 
DAT:E1 August 24'. 1974 
Fl\OMt St&Dley S. Scott 
VlAt Warren R.1Htand 

Recommend that th• Preeldent meet witll 
top ctvil right• leader• to enablleh a •plrlt 
ol eooperatloa and a wlllhlgne•• to work wlth 
all ••ument• of .Americaa •ociety to help 
b.9ul'fa nccea• ol the Admlnlnratton•a chil 
rlghttl and mllloritf•orient.d programa. 

"' :'<' 
NAACP'• Ror WllkhJ• and Clarence Mitchelll 

USH'• Rev • .101•e~acltscn; Rev. Leon 
,.. SulUvaa of OICJ Verlloa°')a-rd&A of the Ui-llan 

League; Dorothy><selaht ol. the N~tlonal 
Coa.nell of Ne1ro Wome~_; Helen ~dmonds 
of the Llnks, Ille. t Carl Holman the Urban 

t Utlon.; :M • h-tartin T r .:\:.i. 3: John 
~Lewi• af the Somlaen Voter Educ tlo Project. 

September 4th, 5th. 6th. or •• 
posat~i. thereafter. 

PURPOSE1 To let theae leader• bow Prealdent Ford 
Intend• to build bi-ld1• • to man dlpdty aeroae 
that gulf which today too lrequeatly eeparatee 
Blac 1t America fl'om white America. To 
aoliclt tbe r commendationa and •uggestloa• 
of tha•• napected American• aa the Pnaldent 
scaek• aolution1 to domeetic problem• • 

.-01\MATt The Ca'blnet Racm 
The Oval Office 

SPEECH MATERIAL1 To be prepared by Stan Scott. 

. . 
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Septeber I, 117' 

Dear Bel•• 
.. ue loolcl.. fonarcl to year jolat99 u• oa a.pt.._ 1J 
for t:be f int ill a aari•• of -u..• ... ip.S to prcwi4• 
lnpa• fram a an••---1oa of tM aiaa •-••ttr· 
Pl.we a.cu. wit:b :JCR1 a ulef poaid.on paper oa wbat yoa 
penaift to 11e t:be tea moat pr .. •bt prei- t••i.. aiaau 
aDCl U.. poor 1a tM.a aaU•. •1- iu•• t.bat ~ ree
c sa-1ed •l••lou an iaol114.. u4 tb• 1~ doe• aot 
aossll tbree ..., ••• 

We bope tbat JOG will be able u parUGipate ia Pn•Weat. 
......... -- po11., an4 •bare wltb •• you ri-• ... 
ooaaeru. 

Toa •baaW _..1•• at tile llocthweat. Gate from ~l•aaia 
A.-- .,. t100 a.a. 

ftuk yea f• plaMiDf to be with u. 

•1809r•1J', 

SS:JB:ki 
ss-1 



Octo'Mr 24, 1974 

Dear Dr. Bdaou•: 

I, too, was pleasecl to ••• rou at th• lepteaber 11tla •••tlaa at tile ftlt• Houu. I appreciate roar wrltlq ... ••••laa •• tile ..... of several llact w ... a•a 
Or1aal1atiou. 

Yeur coacera to •••are repreaeatatl.. ef all llact 
WOMa ls alaancl 1ty 1111elf aa4 _, staff. M I sal4 
earlier, ta. 4ec1aloa was difficult as to tile eraaal· 
aatloaa to .. lavlt .. te the Preal4eat'• first .. etla1 
with 1ea4era of utl-1 ....... or1aat1atlou. Tia• •l•• of th• oraaalaatloa• was our .. jor criteria. 
Tia.ea we a44 .. two er three of th• aewer ....... rl1llt• 
or1al1atlou. 

ltaale1 Scott, as rou say, 11 aa aaaet te dae ftlt• 
llotaae ltaf f aa4 baa •e•• aost helpful la asstatlaa 
111 staff aad .. la l4•tlfylq HtstUMIS.q llack 
WMD such •• yourself. 

I look f orwar4 to aeelq you aaala aooa aa4 wrklq 
with ft• Llats. 

Slacen11, 

Mr•. To•la Arutroq 
Coauellor to the Pnsl4nt 

Dr. Helea G. _. ... ..__ 
Past Prest 
Th• Li , tacerporate4 
Po• fflc• lox Sl47 
Da , North Carollaa 27702 

lltaa 
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.EXEC ~ 

~c _,9J--1 

· . ~n~aber I. 1974 

T".AT OFF 

FltOMr S • .AN SCOTT 

SUBJECTa ~t.al Servka Board of Govtn•aoJts 
• 

Per oar co.rr1er atton, 
lar con11fdc· Ur . ~ 

I am recommendlag the below llated caadtdatea 
ositlo-.. Avallable 1"e1t1mee attached., 

1. Attorney S 1 
Former 
Treaaul'1' 

a. Ken.12•th :... 
New Yo:rk 
h•l.n.e sm.an 

). Attorney '\.. Ul!am C olemaa 

loa 

J'ormer Me:mber a.-t age•Prill: Bon• 
X'. 

4.. ~fames H. llc._'Cfw 
Pre1ldent • .fiairl.em Comm~e1th 

C0tl ·1, Ioc,, 
, .... 

CutrmaA of the Board 
V&nauard a&,.,•• . 1 I;lad 

I. .Attorney Timothy 
Pre •:l d nit, 1\1.A '.l' I 
Waahiaaton, D. c. 

~ 
6. Berkeley Burrell 

Pre•ldent 
National Baalne•• Leape 
Waahlnatoa, D. c. 

Attachmeata 

I( 
1. DP. Ethel :Allen 

Medic 1 Doctor 
Phllatl •lpl1ta City 

C OQncUwomara 

z. 

~-·~ . 

RECEIVED 
NOV 41974 
.Cf.NTEAL fl LES 



EXECUXI , 

WE 

D ar Hele : 

VP to offtc b ry 10 -- 202/456- 58 • 
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May 6, 1975 

Dear Ma. Kdmonda . 

On behalf of the Preaident and Mrs. Ford 
I want to kJmowledge and thank you for 
your letter of April 26 inYitinq them to 
attend the preautation ~ .. on May 9, 
when you will receive the Oliver Max 
Gardner Avard. 

While the Preaident and. Mrs. Ford 
ci&te your tbouqhtfulneaa in t n i g 
thia kind invitation they will be \mUle 
to attend due to the many he vy demanda 
of their official acbedale. Th have 
aaked that I express their beat wiahea 
to you. 

Siacerely, 

William W. 5icbolaon 
Deputy DJ.rector 
Scbed.ulin.g Off ice 

Ma. Helen G. Edmo!Mla 
Box 3 r 
~h , orth carolina 27702 r · 2 cys J Nancy Genunell 

ets 
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The Honorable Gerald R. 
Office of the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Ford and Mrs. Ford 
of the United States 

Dear President and Mrs. Ford; 

CTI 

8 · TID Box 3 47 . SC~-1,.!_B_D __ 
Durham, North Carol.;illa f>Aff' RECEIVED 
April 26, 1975 I 

I M~Y 3 1975 
I 

MESSAGE~~~~~ 

I SPEAKERS BUREAU 
OTHER 

APPOll'flrJIENT OFFICE 

I have been infonned by Dr. Albert N. Whiting, President, North Carolina 
Central University, Durham, North Carolina, that the Board of Governors of the 
North Carolina University System of Higher Education has designated me to be a 
recipient .ot· The Oliver Max Gardner Award to be presented on Friday, May 9, 
19'75, .L0:30 A.M. 

This award was established by a fonner Governor of North Carolina who 
was intimately associated with the statute which created the greater University 
of North Carolina. The award goes to the member(s) of the faculty of the Con
solidated University System of North Carolina, who, during the current scholas
year, has made the greatest contribution to the welfare of the human race. 

Realizing that no individual ever receives an award on his or her merits 
alone; and, that the family, relatives, colleagues, friends and well-wishers 
play roles of immense support to the recipient through association, kindness, 
courtesies and inspiration, I communicate the good news to you. 

It is for this appreciation that I bear that I invite you to share this 
occasion with me, and in full recognition that it belongs to you as much as 
to me. The ceremonies take place on the day, date and time as mentioned above. 
I invite you, also, to share the luncheon which follows immediately after the 
ceremonies. 

Place: The General Administration Building 
The University of North Carolina 
Chapel. Hill, North Carolina 
(Come in on Route 501 By-pass to Route 54. Tum right on 54 

toward Chapel Hill. Two or three blocks on Route 54 is the 
General Administration Building on the left.) 

I hope that you can attend. If you cannot, you may write to me at Box 
3847, Inrham, North Carolina, 27702, or call: (919) 6fr2.-4772. 

Sincerely yours, 

//t._j~ f~~ 
Helen G. :Edmonds 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 

RALEIGH 27611 

JAMES E. HOLSHOUSER. JR. 
GOVERNOR 

Mr. William N. Walker, Director 
Presidential Personnel Office 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Walker: 

May 1, 1975 

Pursuant to Governor Holshouser's telegram of April 21, 1975, concerning 
his recommendation of Dr. Helen G. ~gmoiids for appointment to the Commission 
on the International Women's Year, I I attach Dr. Edmonds' impressive and 
lengthy vita. She has a distinguis:J:d career of service in so many areas, 

andri:.::t~:: :::::::::dc::.:~o:·::o::. Edmonds. 

MLFjr/llh 
Enclosure 

cc: Dr. Helen G. Edmonds 
Box 3847 
Durham, N.C. 27702 

Cord· 

C;K..-:t.aee:~Ptta~E!r1tra'rk";, j~ 

tant for Appointments 



~elen-G. Edmonds , A. 3 ., M.A., Ph . D., LL . D. 
'"o-,.t;., ,..,_..,.,oli na C<=>n-'-rial """.: """,..,si· ..... u .... - ..... \.,a_ - -1 L- v .... ..Lv -- :_.J 

u~~haCT, North Carolina 27707 

~c~caLional Training : 

:!..95t;. - 1955 Post-doctoral study and resea!"ch in Nodern :2:..:.ropean 
Hi~tory , University o f Heidelberg , West SerDany . 

19~1 - 19~6 Ph . D. , Eistory , The Ohio State Univers ity , Columbus , 
Ohi o. 

1936 - 19 38 M. A., His tory , The Ohio State University , Columbus , 
Ohio. 

1931 - 1933 A. B., Histo!"y , Horgan State College , 3altkore , 
Maryland . 

1929 - 1 93 1 Saint Paul ' s College , Lawrencevil l e, Virginia ( t~o
year college at that time). 

1525 - 1 92 9 High School Di9loma: The College Preparc.:t9ry School 
o f Saint ?aul ' s Normal and I:1dustrial Ins-tit::..:.te 
( lat er n~ed S3.int Paul ' s College), Lawrer:~eville , 
Virginia . 

1 919 ·- 1 925 Elementary and GraI!unar Scnool: Parochial S::'h.ool of 
Saint Paul ' s normal and Indus-trial Insti\:u-ce., 
Lawrenceville , Virginia . 



-2-

' \ 
Helen G. Edmonds, A.o., M.A., Ph.D., LL.D. 
North Carolina Central University 

\ 

Durham, North Carolina 

Employment Experience in the United States. (Educational): 

1971 

1964 - 1971 

1968 -

1966 - 1967 

19 63 - 1964 

19 58 - 1960 

1948 - 1964 

1941 - 1948 

1940 

1935 - 1940 

1934 - 1935 

Distinguished Professor of History, North Carolina 
Central Uni•1ersity, Durha."!l., N. C. (Title conferred 
by the University's Board of Trustees). 

Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 
North Carolina Central University, Durha..-n.:t N. C. 

Visiting Slli-:L~er Professor of History, Portla.~d State 
University, Portland, Oregon -- 1968, 1969, 1970, 
1971. 

Member of the Interim CoI!lZl.ittee (three) in Charge 
of the Administra"tion of North Carolina Central 
University, Durha.":l. , N. C., February 1956-July 1967. 

Chairman, Departnent of History and Social Science, 
North Carolina Central University, Durham, N. C. 

Executive Director of the Academic Celebrat±on of 
the Fiftieth P..zrniversary of North Carolina Central 
University, Du~ha~, N. C. 

Graduate Professor of History, North Carolina 
Central University, Durhan , N. C. 

Professor 0£ History , North Carolina Central 
University, Du~ha~ , N. C. 

Consultant, Social Science , The Virginia State 
Department o f ~ducation . Sur....~er . 

Instructor, History, Saint Paul's College, 
Lawrenceville, Virginia. 

Dean of Women, Professor of Greek and Latin, 
Virginia Serainary and College, Lynchburg, 
Virginia. 
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Helen G. Edmonds, A.B., M. A. , ?h . D. , 
:;o~i:h Carolina Cent!"al U~ive:::si-cy 
Durha:-:l, Horth Carolina 27707 

T - ~ LL . .!J • 

Experience in Internatio~~l ~elaticns: 

1971 

1970 

1970 -

1961 

1957 

1957 

1955 

Participant , The Inter:::ia"tio:!al Conference , }!ou..-it 
C ~ 0 1 T~~0~n~+~onal C0n~~Q ~~~ co~~uni"ty ~::>~· ic=>s a_m _ _ ... ~---·--- ... _ -- ._. __ -V• Jl.1.J.41 """' __ v_ - , 
Hai• f"a T~-r-el ~-·-..,..,,...h ""h.o~.,. • " 'l'n' e C"nanc-.:,...._ , . .,.ec·-- ) _:;:,_:::. ) -.!.C.-"-J.- • 4-l--.:....--· - o~"'".;.5 !"•- ·.:::> 

in the EG.ucaticn o f Wo!!.en in the Second Develo::>-
ment Decade (1970- 1980) . 11 

• 

Guest of the Israeli Foreign Ministry in a ~ost
conf erence visit . ~xanination of major educa
tional institution~ . 

United States Alternate Delegate to the General 
11 ssembly or +°'r'=> Unit-<=>d ~~~ .... ; ons Sep ..... emb0 .,... 1 3 -r. .i..... - '---- - -- -"1-t..- ... , . t.. ....._.... -

Docom"ooV'I 18 ~ea~ed .;..ho u·ni.;..oA Sta ..... e- D=>1o-- ..... ~cn 
- -J .... -- - • .a.:. ......, L. -- - t...-'...l L .:::> "--"-O~t...-. J.-

QD the Thir~ Cc:::i..mittee ~n "t~e United Nations Gene~al 
Assembly ~or ~he perio¢ s~a~ed above . 

Member of "t~e ?eace Cor:;>s Hational. Advisory Council 
( Agency cur:::en1:ly terne~ ACTION ). 

U • t d s+ . -. 1 . . _,_- ~ • h-'-h H . • 1 -ni e ~a~es ~e_ega~e ~o ~ne Ll.g ~ ~a~ior.e.._ conzer-
ence of the Uni"ted St:ates C~r:-::J.ission on Ui7ESCO, 
October 22-27, 3oston ?·~ass . Theme : "Africa a..'"!d "the 
U ..... d s· . - - R l"t" " n11.e -caTes - i~ages anc iea i ies . 

Personal ~eprese~tative cf President Dwight D. 
Eisenhowe!" to 1:'he detlicat~on ceremonies of -:he 
T "b.,,...,· ·~ _,.., ___ .:-.. ..... j .,._ • ..,.... --.!- L"'- • '·] ..... 11=""· .ul. -""J.all '-=-r'..!..1....,_, ~10::1_0v..!..c.. , i~eria , 'l'es .. t"' __ ica , 
October 10- 18 . Address~d the Assembled Liberian 
Governmer.t a~ ~he cere~~nies . Delivered seven ~ajor 
addresses i~ t~at country: 

Q:-: 
1 . The Unive~sity of ~·fonrovia ·~ 
2 . Unive:::sit:y of Liberia 
3. The P~1toinett:e Tubwa.~ Orphanage 
4. The Booker T. Washington School , Kakata 
5 S .. P .... - , S. ~ U "t d N ~· - A~· . ain~ ~a1.ric~ cno~~= ni e a1.1ons ~ay ~~ress 

6. Saint ?eresa ' s Conve;>.t:United Nations I:ay Ad.cress 
7 . The Monrovia Y.W.C . A. 

Leader-S~ecialist under the ausDices of the U. S . 
S+ ..._'° DQ - -vi--o-n- : - ._-n~ T~+o,..., :_ • 1 l:'" ·., --- ; ,..,. "'; ... a .. _ -:?c..- '-·-·---'- ....... 1.- - ..... ~ ..... -.:.na .. iona ..... c. .... cc:.1.-_o ..... a_ 
EXAh n- 0 · ";:)T'Oo:;-..,....=...., in "·us-:-..,...; .::i T"\enrna,...k Fr.::inc:::::. r.:..::....-~:=.,.,- ... . - a-!:>- - ... =-- --- -- :-. -- -- ' J.; - -· - , -· -..1. - ' ---·--•·;,, 

and Sweden. Six 2~~ths: January 15 - June 15. 

L d S .. ;;::1:--. in GQr~.:,..., • ?.o t" -1· -..; -- ~-ea er- De...__,_ ___ ::. - -•- -- ·"·-"--"i un .... _r ne c.""s ,,.,_c-:::::. v ... 
-'-he U ..... ~ c:-- .... ,,, •·0 -- - ...... --"",...,- 'f.::irc·n Augus...,..· \., • ~. _._=::..\..- .;_,,-::'~--·-·-.z.!_ , ···- .l - \... • 
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Helen G. Edmonds, A.3 ., ~1 . A., Ph .D., LL.D. 
North Carolina Central University 

\ 
\ 

Durham, North Carolina 27707 

Publications: 

1971 

1970 

1962 

1956 

1951 

194.9 

1946 

. 1939 

1939 

1938 

Black Faces . in High Places, Earcourt, Brace and 
Jovanovich, 737 Third Avenue, New York City 

"Establishing a Framework for Youth Participation 
in the Int:ernational Comm.unity," the Official 
Weekly Record of United States Foreign Policy, 
The · Deoa!:'t~ent of State Bulletin, Vol. LXIII, No. 
1637, November 9. 

Approoriate Directions for the Modern College in the 
Challenging New Educational ~ra, Seeman Printery, 
Durham, No?"1...h Ca?"olina. 

" Education in Elli-nan Relations," Annual Bulletin, 
Association of Secondary:Sch~ols. and Colleges. 

The Ne ro and Fusion Politics in .. North Carolina, 
Ur:ivers:i.:ty of 1iorth Caro.lina ,_ ress, hape 1_ , 

North Carolina . (Listed air.ong the One Hundr~d Out
standing 3o~ks about North Carolina, compiled by 
Richard ~·I al sen, Professor of English , and Hugh. T. 
Lefler, Professor of History.) (Statement issued by 
the University of North Carolina Press, October, 1956.) 

"Whither Goest St. Paul's College"? Southern Missioner. 

" Tar?"ying by the Stuff," ~organ State College Bulletin. 

A Half C~~tury of Negro Education under the Influence 
o f The Pro~estant Episcopal Church. 1888-1938, 
The Southe!'n Missioner . (Monograph) 

Syllabus for the Study 0£ Negro History in the High 
Schools o~ Vi!'ginia . ( Issued for use in the St. Paul 
Nor2al 2~d ~ndustrial Institute. Used as resource 
material by the Core Planning Committee of the 
Vi!:'ginia State Department of Education, Williamsburg, 
Virginia, s~;.rner, 1940.) 

"Contempora~y Russia through the Eyes of · the ~ 
• ~ R > C 

Dramatists," Delta Sigma Theta Bulletin. , 
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E~len G. Edmonds , A. B., M. A., ?h . D. , LL . D. 
~-;ortl:l Carolina Central Universi-::.y 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 

Historical Pageants written a~d produced : 

:!.949 

1947 

1946 

1938 

The. History of the White ~ock Baptist Ch:.!rcn, Durham ,. 
N. C. , 1882- 1949 . (Celebration of the Seve~ty-fifth 
Anniversary .) 

The History o f the Saint: Joseph African 2·!ethodist 
Episcopal Ch~rch , Durh22 , N. C., 1867-19~7 . (Cele
bration of the Eightieth Anniversary .) 

The Life of Dr. James E . Shepard and the Eistory of 
the North Carolina College , 1910- 1946 . 

An Adventure in Faith : The History of Sain~ Paul ' s 
Normal School , 1888-1538 . 

Honors and Awa!."'ds : 

1971 

1965 

1962 

1959 

1958 

1958 

1956 

1941 

1938 

Distinguished ?rofessor of His tory , conferred by the 
Board o f Trustees o f the North Carolina Central 
University . 

Woman of t:he Year Awa!."'d , Southern Area of Li!lks 

Kappa Delta Pi Honorary Education Society , Epsilon 
Nu Chapte!."' , ',·iilli2a!ltic State Colleger , Con~ecticut , 
April 5 . 

Alpha }?hi G2.l-:L":la. National F!."'aternity of Journalism , 
Central State College, ~ilberforce , Ohio, 
February 12 . 

Honorary deg!"'ee of Doctor of Laws conf erreC. by Horgan 
State College , Jur.~ 12 . 

Woman of the Year Award conferred by the Bachelors
Benedict Club, r~rfolk , Virginia . 

Pi Gamma Hu National Social Sc ience Honorary Society , 
North Carolina Delta Cha?ter , North Carolina 
Central ·university. 

Alpha Kappa Delta Honora~y Sociology Frater~ity, 
Ohio Gamma Chapter , The O~io State Universi~y . 

Phi Alpha Tr.eta i;ational Historical Honorary Socj..e~, 
Zeta Chapter , The Ohio State Universi~y . 

Q 

Listed in: Directory of Ai~er~ca~ Schc:a!."'s 
W::Lo Is Who A-non~ Az::.er.:.::an w~ ... e::1 

. _, 

P~es~dcnts and De~~s of A.~e~~ca~ Colleges 
Who 1 s Who ir:. A:.e!"'ica, 35-t::n edi~ion o. 659. 
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Helen G. Edmonds, A. B., M. A. , Ph . D., LL . D. 
North Carolina Central University 

'. 

D~rham , North Carolina 27707 

Fellowships and Grants.:for . .Advanced Study . and His"torical .Res-ea-rch: 

1970 - 1971 

1969 - 1970 

1954 - 1955 

1948 

1943 - 1945 

National Foundation for the Humanities , Senior Fellow . 

Southern Fellowships Fund , Incorporated . Research 
grant . 

Fund for the Advancement of Education .(Ford Fou..11-
dation). Post-doctoral study and research, 
University of Heidelberg , West Germany. 

Carnegie Fund , Grant-in- Aid . Research grant . 

General Education Board (Rockefeller Foundation) 
Advanced study on the Ph . D. degree . 

Membership· and Office-h0lding . in ·. Professional: Organizations: 

American His~orical Association . Member . 
Association for the Study of Negro Life and 

History . Menber, Executive Council . 
Association of Social Science Teachers . Member . 
Council of Graduate Schools of the United 

States. Member . 
National Association of College Deans and 

Registrars . Member . 
National Education Association . . Life member. 
North Car~lina Association of Academic Deans . Member. 
Organization of ~..merican Historians . Membe~ . 
Southern Historical Association. Member . 
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Ee len G. Edraonds, A.9., M.A., ?~.D., L~.D. 
Forth Carolina Central Un.i·iersi ty 
Durham, !~ort:h Carolina 2 7 7 0 7 

Unique Educational -ExDeriences: 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 - 1969 

1966 - 1967 

1960 - 1962 

.Member, Com:nit:i:ee of :t:xa:niners .:. The College Bn.:>"Y"d rs 
College-Level Exam.ina"tion Progra;n (CLEP), Lduca
tional Testing Service. Princeton, New Jersey. 

Panel of Graduate Sc~ool Deans for Graduate Edu~a
tion in the Humanities: A Study Project by the 
Council of Graduate Sc~ools of the United States. 
Sponsored by the Natio~al Endowment for the 
Humanities. 

Sou"thern Fellowships Fund, Incorporated. Me:iber, 
Board of Directors. 

Member, Executive Cor:m.ittee of the Duke University
Nort:h Carolina Cen-::!"al University Inter-insti"tc.t:ional 
C t . c ·oopera ion om.:~i~~ee. 

Graduate School Examiner for the Accredita"tion 
Com.i!littee of the Southern Association of Col!eges 
and Schools. 

Menber, The College Preparatory Center ?rojec~ 
(Educational Ireprove~e~T Program -- So~~hern 
Assqciaticn of Colleges ~id Schools). 

(
~·()RD l.<r . 

Q 

~ 

' "' \L/ 
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Member, 

Member, 

Corr.mittee on P~~erican-Soviet Relations,1974 

Mational Advisory ColUlcil~ on Education 
Rrofessions Developnent (HEW), 1973'-

National Chairman, HtlP.la.nities Bicentennial for 

:ielen G. Edm:mds, A. B. , M.A., P'n. D., 
:i:Jr'-11 Caroli."'la Central Unive...Y>Sity 
I)..:rham, Nort..11 Caroli..'ia. 

the Association for Afro-American Study of 
IL.D. of Life and History (50 states), 1974-

L"-tiaue Civic Exoeriences: 

2.972 -

l972 -

1971 -

1970 -

1970 -
I 

1970 -

1970 -

1968 - 1969 

1967 

1957 

1955 -

1931 -

f".ernber, Advisory Corrmittee on Inte_"!T.atioP.al 
Organizations, United States Department of 
State. 

Member, Board of Trustees, The Washington 
Technical L-isti.tute, Washington, D. C. 'The 
United States fbver.iment. 

Science 
Member, Soci.aJA klvisory Board to the United 
States A.rms Control and Disarm:nr.ent Ago...ncy, 
United States repartmen,t of State. · 

Member, Peace Corps National Pd.visozy Council 
(currently tenred ACTION), t-1.ay 12. 

NatioP.al President, The Links , Incorporated. (a w'Ol!'°.Jl' s 
public service organization with 126 chapters in 34-
states and the District of ColUJllbia) . July 1. 

Mernb<::....r, Boarid of Directors , The Association for the 
North· Ca..rol.ina Regional Medical Program. 

Member, Board of Directors and Educational Consul
tant, National Cotmcil of Worren of the United 
States of America, New York City (a t-;Q!!lA.._n' s public 
service organization) • 

Member, Public Heal th Services' s National Advisory 
O:n.mcil of Regional 1-'.edican Progra:zrs (National 
Institt.rtes of Health: Departm:mt of Health, 
Education and Welfare) . 

Me.Tiiber, Boarid of Directors, DJrl1a:m CN. C. ) United 
fund . 

Member, Durham (N. C. ) Carmuni ty Plan.l'ling Council. 

National Council of Negro Women (Life r-1ernbership 
Guild). 

Iel ta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated (a women's 
public service organization) • 

Shall receive the o. Max GB;fclnt.i Award from the Boa.rd of Governors} 
°lhe University System as one of two who did most for mim.."'laity in. 1974. 
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I want to share with 
you the citation and my 
response at the time of 
the Oliver Max Gardner 
Award to me, May 9,1975, 
The University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill. 

I thank you for your 
pres.ence, message, or 
gift for the occasion 
which made me very 
humble and deeply 
appreciative. 

M:>st sincerely yours, 

~fl;.~ 
\{ei.en G. ~OI;lds 
Mq-t9'' 1. <f/5 

<i; D 1.,-
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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA 

CHAPEL HILL 

May ninth, one thousand nine hundred and seventy-five 
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The Oliver Max Gardner Award 

THE WILL OF OLIVER MAX GARDNER 

reads in part: 

"I am convinced that if I had rendered any public service worthy 

to be remembered, it was in connection with the enactment of the 

statute creating the greater University of North Carolina. Enough 

time has elapsed since the enactment of that legislation to convince 

me that the Consolidated University of North Carolina, through wise 

administration and sound leadership, has met the approval of our 

people and has resulted in great benefit to the institutions involved 

and to the cause of higher learning, and also to the service of humanity 

through future generations. 

ARTICLE VII 

"I give and bequeath to the Board of Trustees of the Consolidated 

University of North Carolina the sum of Twenty-five Thousand 

($25,000) Dollars, in trust upon the condition that the said Board of 

Trustees shall accept and hold the said sum in trust in perpetuity and 

shall annually award and pay the net income therefrom to that member 



of the faculty of the Consolidated University of North Carolina, who, 

during the current scholastic year, has made the greatest contribution 

to the welfare of the human race. As used in this Article of my will, 

the term 'faculty' shall embrace all persons, including instructors, 

engaged in teaching in any unit, institution or branch of service of the 

Consolidated University of North Carolina." 

The Oliver Max Gardner Award 

THE OLIVER MAX GARDNER AWARD 

Two persons have been selected as recipients of the Oliver Max 

Gardner A ward for the year 19 7 5. One is an artist, the other an 

historian. Both are known far beyond the borders of our state, and 

together they illustrate the breadth and quality of the University's 
"contribution to the welfare of the human race." 

CITAT ION 

FRANCIS SPEIGHT, for more than .fifty years you have been 

teaching thousands of students to paint. At the same time, through 

your own painting, you have been teaching millions of Americans to 

.find beauty in humble things. 

In 1920 you went from North Carolina to the Pennsylvania 

Academy of the Fine Arts, .first to study and then to teach. You took 

as your distinctive subject matter an industrialized suburb of Phila

delphia, an area of gaunt factories and plain, hardscrabble houses. It 

seemed an unlikely place for an artist. But your eye saw that the 



town was set under a magnificent sky, that there were lovely bits of 

trees struggling to grow against factory walls, that the color of the 

walls themselves was attractive, that there was great drama in the 

steep hillsides, in the wind and in the rays of the sunshine. 

Through your paintings all of us have come to see that this 

mill town, whose name, Manayunk, you have made famous, is an 

interesting, even an exciting, place. And we have learned, through 

the example of Manayunk, that there is interest and beauty in other 

mill towns, north and south, in other houses, however plain, and in 

other stone walls and dilapidated fences. 

For the past fifteen years you have been back in your native 

state and on the faculty of East Carolina University. You are still 

teaching us how to look at our surroundings--at the Leaksville-Spray 

Mill, at Old Salem, at the Sans Souci Landing and at other places 

close around us. 

Although you have been widely recognized in the art world, 

being represented in many of the great museums of the country, and 
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have been the recipient of numerous awards, honorary degrees and 

prizes, you have remained warm and unaffected, intensely interested 

in individual students. You are a greatly beloved teacher and citizen 

of our state. 

The Gardner Award, over its twenty-six year history, has gone 

to persons in twenty or so fields but never to a person in the arts. It 

seems appropriate that the first award in this field should go to an 

artist who helps us see the interest and beauty that lie in simple things. 

We are grateful to you for enlarging our vision. 

By unanimous vote of the Board of Governors of The University 

of North Carolina, we are pleased to name you a recipient of the 

Oliver Max Gardner Award for 1975. 

JULIUS L. CH.AMBERS 

T. WORTH COLTRANE 

MRS. HOWARD HOLDERNESS 

DAVID J. WHICHARD, II 

THOMAS J. WHITE, JR., Chairman 

-Committee for the 
Board of Governors 
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RESPONSE OF FRANCIS SPEIGHT 

I am grateful to the University of North Carolina for the 0. Max 
Gardner Award. It is most agreeable to be honored for trying to do 
well what one likes to do. I have stood out in the street, the vacant 
lot and the countryside and painted. The street is not too comfortable 
a place to work on a painting. But in the street I am constantly re
minded of how things are. The countryside is, as subject matter, more 
a place for dreaming and for distant vision. 

Drawing and painting are good ways to learn to see. But as 
much as I depend on my eye, nothing measures deep space better than 
the bobwhite's distant call coming across a summer field, and this is 
related to the esthetic experience of looking almost vertically up at a 
tall cypress. These thoughts impel me to say that if an artist is not 
able to bring all of mankind's senses into the making of a painting or 
a piece of sculpture, it is comforting to realize that sometimes the 
narrowing of means increases the intensity of expression . 

Art varies a great deal, just as life does. I would not like to say 
what art is or should be and, even less, what it should not be. My 
interest has been in painting recognizable objects, with realistic colors 
or colors that seem to suit my purpose, often with dramatic light and 
shadow. 



Sometimes I would like to have used the colors of the impression
ists, or to have made up compositions of objects using lots of pure 
color and paint. But since I love the color of moss, also the brownish 
gray of winter woods and the buff color of stucco or stone houses, it 
seems best to reserve much of my commitment for these, and for the 
dark waters of the swamps and for the clouds in a blue sky. 

Along with all these things that one would like to do, there is 
the necessity of trying to learn to do something well, and that obliges 
one to make choices. 

Somewhere along the way I was made aware of eroding earth 
and of smoke crowding in on man's dwelling places. But this is not 
the whole story, for eroding earth affords opportunity for grasping 
the drawing and the molding of the forms of the earth. And the smoke 
may make a deep-toned background to accent the light on the houses, 
the fruit trees and the people themselves. 

My gratitude for the 0. Max Gardner Award is increased by the 
fact that it recognizes art as an important contribution to the Academic 
community. Perhaps more than any other I cherish the Award for 
this reason. 

Greenville, North Carolina 
May 9, 1975 

FRANCIS SPEIGHT 

I 
i 
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CITATION 

HELEN GREY EDMONDS, teacher, spokesman for democracy, we 
delight in honoring you. 

For thirty-four years you have been a member of the faculty of 
North Carolina Central University. You have served as chairman of 
the Department of History, as dean of the Graduate School, as a 
member of the triumvirate that successfully headed the institution 
during a difficult period between presidents and as chairman of more 
study groups and special committees than anyone can remember. 

During those thirty-four years you somehow found time to 
represent the Department of State on a number of lecture tours in 
Europe and Africa, where you forcefully debated the issue of civil 
rights with aggressive communist hecklers. During those years you 

also found time to serve as an Alternate Delegate to the General 

Assembly of the United Nations and to chair the United States dele

gation to the important Third Committee of the General Assembly. 
You found time, too, to undertake heavy responsibilities for the 

Council of Graduate Schools of the United States, for the Danforth 

Foundation, for the Southern Fellowships Fund and for the Southern 

Association of Colleges and Schools. 



Your whole career has been marked by an insistence on high 
standards, for yourself and for others. At a time when most historians, 

black and white, shunned the difficult study of European and African 
language and history, you maintained that American history could only 
be fully understood when one understood its roots. Practicing what 
you preached, you went, in mid-career, to Heidelberg University to 
pursue your study of German language and history. 

Although you have been uncompromising in your standards and 
forceful in stating your positions, you have remained personally modest. 
Your ability, your eloquence and the eminence you have achieved have 
not kept you from being the warm personal friend of thousands of 
students and fellow faculty members. No one begrudges you the 
honors that have come to you; rather, everyone rejoices in them. 

For achievements in many spheres-as a teacher, as an adminis
trator, as a spokesman for the United States, as a representative of 
your race and sex and, above all, as a human being-the Board of 
Governors by unanimous vote is pleased to adjudge you a recipient 
of the Oliver Max Gardner Award for 1975. 

}ULIUS L. CHAMBERS 

T. WORTH COLTRANE 

MRS. HOWARD HOLDERNESS 

DAVID J. WHICHARD, II 

THOMAS ]. WHITE, JR., Chairman 
-Committee for the 

Board of Governors 

The Oliver Max Gardner Award 

RESPONSE OF HELEN GREY EDMONDS 

I stand humble in your presence in receiving the Oliver Max 
Gardner Award. Whatever my contributions may be in higher educa
tion and public service in the State of North Carolina, or in the nation 
or in the international arena, I can assure you that they were not struc
tured toward this celebrated occasion nor to this high distinction which 
comes to me at this time. 

One is inspired to do whatever one chooses by forces generating 
within and influences generating without. In reality, whatever my 
contributions may be, the inspiration to move forward in many and 
diverse activities in this life was a gift of the Creator-nurtured and 
refined by my parents, and manifested in the interpersonal relation
ships of my sister and two brothers who likewise shared the spirit of 
genuine inquiry about things. My parents taught us that goals in life 
were attainable. Had they been tutored in the classical historical 
illustrations of the past, they would have borrowed the quote from 
the French military hero Napoleon: "There are no Alps." They were 
fully aware at that time that the social customs, educational patterns 
and milieu of our native Southland possessed barriers to be overcome. 
But, somehow, they held high the gleam that things can be done if 
one is willing to work with a certain dedication of heart and mind 
and consecration of will. 

I was taught history by my godfather, Walter P. Steptoe, in high 
school; by Clinton Everett Knox, in college; and by Homer C. Hockett, 



at the graduate level. These men inspired me to sit on the edge of 
tomorrow and contemplate the mysteries of time and space, man and 
mind, the heritage of western civilization and the impact of its trans
plantation upon American soil, and to visualize a universe in complete 
equilibrium. Leadership in higher education played its part in my 
life. I was privileged to share the dreams of the founder of North 
Carolina Central University, Dr. James E. Shepard, for nearly a 
decade. The subsequent pioneer visions of new and untrammeled 
vistas which lay beyond were mine to travel with the founder's succes
sors: Dr. Alfonso Elder, Dr. Samuel P. Massie and Dr. Albert N. 
Whiting. 

Perhaps it would be most appropriate at this time to give some 
everlasting gems on what higher education and the university are 
designed to do for individuals. I shall not follow this path, and on 
the basic premise that one would readily concede that, as a professor 
and former dean of a graduate school of arts and sciences, I had a 
familiarity with the theories, philosophy and practices of higher educa
tion. I choose at this time to give some "stewardship" thoughts on 
the youth of North Carolina as I served them, on an area of public 
service to Negro women and to say thanks to a nation which provided 
me with a platform from which to extol the growing accomplishments 
of North Carolina and, in a larger sense, to proclaim the virtues of 
my native country at home and abroad. 

The Oliver Max Gardner Award 

Higher education has claimed my time and attention in a primary 
way for forty years. The entire process of higher education involves 
people, largely young people. A concomitant source of inspiration 
in my life is found in the thousands of students in North Carolina 
with whom I have shared academic experiences, coming to know in 
a personal way their aspirations and failures, their dreams and the 
killers of their dreams, their high levels of motivation in achievement 
and their depressed state of inactivity. Through the years, I have not 
forgotten them. When I cannot immediately recall their first or last 
names, in my mental notes I refer to them by some classroom episode 
or event, by their defense of some historical personality or historical 
movement which they vigorously espoused in both oral and written 
presentation, or by some humorous incident in the area of human 
relations when their carefully laid plans of "teacher entrapment" went 
astray. My cognitive factors were so much at work in their personal 
characteristics that I could identify the writer of a test paper when 
he or she had forgotten to affix a signature. I remember these young 
people as students, but in a larger measure, I remember them as human 
personalities seeking educational preparation and attempting to find 
their niche in the great mosaic of life. 

I feel a special sense of obligation as I work with young people. 
Simultaneously, I learn much from them. For youth are marked by 
bold, daring and imaginative assertions; yet youth possess a magnificent 
virtue of not trimming the truth or their convictions to accommodate 
human conveniences---qualities often lost, alas, too soon. Never was 



there the conclusion that all knowledge had been discovered and that 
it resided in youth. Knowledge is possessed by all age groups, and it 
requires rational dialogue between age groups in order to exchange 
knowledge. To exchange that knowledge and to bridge the so-called 
generation gap continue to be the urgent items on the unfinished 
agenda of our era. 

Higher education is forever attempting to resolve the incon
gruities of what we teach and what we practice. Education seeks to 
achieve logic and consistency between what we say and what we do. 
By precept and example, I would hope that two prerequisites come 
home to them: Responsible leadership and responsible action. 

Often, my students feel that they are the victims of a computer
ized society; that computerization has made them numbers and symbols 
tucked away in some admissions, registration, finance and student
personnel offices. They see the same duplicated upon them in the 
official files of towns, states and the National Government. They 
know that, with instantaneous speed, any single item of information 
on them can be retrieved. They see the fields of psychology and psy
chiatry utilizing computerized data, seeking to achieve personality 
profiles and predicting absolutes in human behavioral responses. How 
difficult it is for our technological society to see the whole of life 
because of the relentless insistence that we focus on detail. Students 
feel that the computerized society is producing the alienated man. Our 
task is to restore interpersonal relationships. 

The Oliver Max Gardner Award 

With the complexities of the 1970's, professors are called upon 
to digest and fully internalize the consequences of student actions of 
the 1960's-that turbulent decade which produced rapid social change. 
Students are called upon in the 1970's to step outside these complexi
ties and reassess those values which they deem eternal. 

As we view this university generation, imbued with the residue 
of the 1960's, the basic concern of professors should be: Can the uni
versity reclaim its liberating mission? It is my conviction that the 
university student throughout this nation can be reclaimed when we 
lift the high-sounding philosophy of an institution out of the front 
pages of the catalogue and out of the institutional self-studies and 
translate it downward, articulate, if you please, into curricular experi
ences. The young must do the healing. As I view them in their search 
for meaning, in their search for roles and in their search for under
standing, they are not, like most of us, sad. They may be disillusioned 
for not having created the brave new world they sought in the 1960's, 
but they are not sad. They are not tired. This generation of students 
will be able to master change. The challenge of change does not awe 
them. Young people today who have been around the world, worn 
their jeans, flowers and beads, marched in demonstrations for causes 
in which they believed-these young people are not resistant to change, 
and rapid change is what they know best and can master best. The 
youth teach me significant lessons and bring me much joy. 

_ I look back with pity upon one of my professors at the time 
when I received the terminal degree, almost thirty years ago, whose 



parting words still ring in my ears: "Stay in this area of the nation. 
You have too much education to take back to the South." I said to 
him very frankly that I came there for special training because educa
tion at that level was denied me in the South, but I made it resound
ingly clear that I was born in the South, expected to be buried in the 
bosom of her soil and that the interval between would be spent there 
seeking to solve her peculiar problems and increasing her singular 
opportunities. And, while more lucrative offers have come from some 
of the most prestigious universities in the United States, and other 
offers from universities abroad, I come almost to the close of an active 
career having kept that promise to my native region. It has been the 
youth of the Southland which have been my over-riding concern. 

In North Carolina and beyond its borders stand hundreds of 
Negro women who were kind enough to bestow upon me a national 
leadership role. In view of the fact that The Links, Incorporated, with 
140 chapters located in 34 states and the District of Columbia, was 
chartered for educational and intercultural purposes, it became a mean
ingful task to lend our collective efforts to 41 predominantly Negro 
church-related and privately-endowed colleges and universities through
out the South. Private higher education stands at the crossroads, and 
the beacon light of our philanthropy was guided by the sincere belief 
that a mind is a terrible thing to waste. The United Negro College 
Fund has been, and is, the recipient of our love and intense devotion. 

In the international arena, I was fortunate enough to play some 
small part on behalf of the United States. I have never considered 
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"patriotism" a bad word. As I walked the streets, lectured in the uni
versities and traveled the highways and airways of Europe, the Middle 
East and Africa, I felt a surging pride in being a representative of that 
nation on this earth which has a most noble heritage. Uppermost in 
my mind was the full recognition that the United States is continuously 
engaged in the consistent march-though with periodic interruptions
toward the goals that we hold to be self-evident: that man has the 
inalienable rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. I repre
sented a nation conceived in a passion for human rights and funda
mental freedoms. Our earliest schools were designed to instill, nur
ture and bring to fulfillment respect for, and the right to exercise, 
these freedoms. The strength to enshrine this respect, and more im
portantly, its practice has not been easy or simple and, indeed, the 
job has not been finished. I know first-hand the special struggle inside 
and outside education that makes the promise real, and I feel an in
stinctive response to those who oppose tyranny over the mind or body 
of anyone, or any group over another group, anywhere in the world. 

In these international pursuits I made no pretense to hide any 
facet or feature of American society. Racial components of our country 
have constantly made known the violations of their human rights, 
from time to time. The world, in some respects, is a fish bowl, and 
surely a free, open and viable society such as ours is a fish bowl where 
all of our societal ills and gains are revealed. A viable democracy 
could not hide its ofttimes imperfections if it wanted to do so. The 
basic point is that there are inherent in our constitutional mechanism 



the freedom of expression, the right of petition and redress of griev
ances, the free press, the right of peaceful assembly, freedom of reli
gion and the right of dissent, which permit the members of a pluralis
tic society to protest violations. It is the very democratic process which 
permits its citizens human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

And amply portrayed upon a larger world-setting, the United 
Nations, it was a pleasant task to hold and defend the position that 
the virtues of this nation can challenge the virtues of any nation. The 
appointments to come my way were signal honors by the Presidents 
of the United States, but ever indicating that this is a land of opportun
ity for all races. 

I accept this award with the understanding that it, in truth, 
belongs to the Giver of all good and perfect gifts and to all the people 
whose lives have touched my life in ways to enrich the lives of others. 
I.have merely been a part of a goodly company. I have never traveled 
the high road alone. I do not know whether any Negro has received 
this award before. If not, then in the words of the poet Shelley, if 
signals "the brighter morn which awaits our human day." The his
torical significance of the occasion points to the prophetic star so 
evident on the horizon of this state where I have labored for many 
years. 

My sincere gratitude is expressed to my colleagues at North 
Carolina Central University who recommended me for this award. 
Their warmth, camaraderie and desire for excellence were strong 
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stimulants to me. I look with profound nostalgia upon many of my 
comrades who touched my life in significant ways--Charles A. Ray, 
John Hope Franklin, W. Edward Farrison, S. Randolph Edmonds, 
C. Ruth Edwards, Richard Barksdale, Albert L. Turner, Allen E. 
Weatherford, Marjorie L. Browne, Frances M. Eagleson, William 
Jones, Ross Townes, Albert Manley, Cecil L. Patterson, John Virgil 
Turner, Joseph H. Taylor, Brooklyn T. McMillon, Hattie Scarborough, 
George Thorne, George Kyle, Robert P. Randolph, Leonard H. Rob
inson, Joseph A. Pittman, J. R. Butts, John Harrell, Herman H. Rid
dick, William Malone, James S. Lee, Sudie H. Marrow and of course 
my brother and his wife, Harry J. and Rebecca Edmonds. My present 
colleagues' consummate faith in whatever they judge my accomplish
ments to be is positive affirmation and recognition that forty years in 
the vineyard of higher education and public service have not been in 
vain. 

I shall treasure the memory of this award. For the honor which 
comes to me now, I am profoundly grateful. Alfred Lord Tennyson 
speaks for me when he has Ulysses to say: "I am a part of all that 
I have met." 

Durham, North Carolina 
May 9, 1975 

HELEN GREY EDMONDS 
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EDMOBDS, Dr. Belen G. 

3... •• 1975 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 5, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK SHAW 
/ 

FROM: JAN MILLIKEN~ 

SUBJECT: Helen Edmonds 

Helen Edmonds (resume attached) is an able black woman 
and a long standing Republican whom I talked to in connection 
with a part-time position. She already serves on the 
National Advisory Council for Education Professions 
Development and is now interested in serving in a full 
time position. 

Peter su~ed you discuss her background with Aaron 
and then line up appropriate interview for her. 

Thanks. 



e 



Atapet za. 1975 

Dear Dr. Edmond•: 

Tbaak yo" for yo.ir letter of Atagta•t ZS e11eloelag yoaJ' 
reeume. 

I ba ve relayed your lntereet la ••rYlag ln a full tlme 
poeltloa to the appropriate people on thle etaU. I am 
aure tber will be ln touch with you abowd a vacancy 
comme1aeuate witb yoa.r fine back1rCMUld become 
available. 

I enjoyed oar recent telephoae converaatlon. 

Sincerely, 

Jan Milliken 

Dr. Helea Ci. Edmond a 
Boa 38f7 
Darbam. North Carolina 27702 
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Tucson. Arizona 85705 

MRS. CELESTINE S. COOK 
3310 Annette Street 
New Orleans. Louisiana 70122 

MRS. BEATRICE BUTLrR 
National Treasurer 
2817 Mot>awk Avenue 
Baltimore, Marytard 21207 

DR. VIVIAN D. PINN 
Member-at-Large 
770 Boylston Street 
Bosto" Massachusetts 0219! 

ATIY ALLIE L WffD(N 
Genera1 Cou;isel 
1721 SS et, N.W. 
Washington, D C. 20009 

DR. ANNA J. JULIAN 
Chapter fstabllshment Office 
515 North East Avenue 
Oak Park, lli:io1s 60302 

DR. EMMA C. WALK R 
Journalist and Editor 
PO. Box 1633 
Fort Valley State College 
Fort Valley, Ge rgia 31030 

NATIONAL PROGRAMS 

MRS. HAZELLE E BOULWARE 
Director, Services to Youth 
1209 Fourteenth C reet 
Lynchburg, Virginia 24504 

MRS. JEW LL L THOMPSON 
Director The Arts 
P.O. Box 1027 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 7082 

MRS. EUGENE B. LONG 
Director National Trends 
and Services 
2329 North Grand Avenue 
Tyler, Texas 75701 

MRS. ETTA MOTEN BARNETI 
Director, lnternatioral Trend 

and Services (Ad hoe) 
Chairman. nternat1onal 

Women's Year '75 
3819 Martin L Kong :Jr ve 
Chicago. llhno1s 60653 

AREA DIRECTORS 

MRS. ROBERTA M. BASNETI 
Central Area 
282 Woodland Avenue 
Columbus, 0 io 43203 

MRS. THELMA HARDIMAN 
EASTERN AREA 
182 Hamlin Road 
Buffalo, New York 14208 

MRS. JULIA B PURNELL 
SOUTHERN AREA 
2772- 79th Avenue 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70809 

MRS. JULIA B. SMITH 
WESTERN AREA 
14050 Broadway Terrace 
Oakland, California 94611 

THE LINKS, INCORPORATED 

Miss Jan Milliken 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Miss Milliken: 

FOUNDED IN •946 

National Headquarters 
Embassy Build ng, Suite 101 
1424 Sixteenth Street N.W 

Washington D C. 20036 
I ,.. "'"'" "' " 

August 25, 1975 

DR. HELEN G EDMONDS 
Past Nat10 al P<esident 
Box 3847 
Durham North Carolina 27702 

MRS CATHfRINC:. D. TATE. 
Administrative Assistant 
'424 Sixteenth St. N.W 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

MRS REBECCA P. EDMONDS 
Assembly Coordinator 
1903 Cecil Street 
Dur iam. North Carolina 27707 

CO-FOUNDERS 

MRS SARAH s scon 
Aid Park Manor #601A 
5500 Wlssah1ekon Avenue 
Ph ladelph1a, Penrsylvama 19144 

MRS >MAGARET HAWKINS 
Phi delp 1a, Pennsylvania 

(Deceased) 

I wish to thank you f~r your gracious telephone call last 
week. I regret to state to you that I am not inte~ested in serving 
on any more advisory councils. You will note from the enclosed 
vita that I have served on enough. I am forver· asked to serve on 
advisory councils while new-comers to the high positions there 
are largely Democ~. and some recently changed to Republicans. 
I have come to the conlusion that such is an unbearable pill to 
swallow. I should have stated that the appointees to which I refer are 
the Black appointees. I am willing to document this with names and 
positions from 1969 to the present. I served a shDrt stint as alterdate 
_delegate to the United Nations and all the letters from Washington held that 
I did an outstanding job. Certainly, the press thought so , too. After 
all, my training and experience are in History and International Relations. 
The story that I bear in my heart and am putting on paper is far .too 
long to relate to you in this letter. Stan Scott invites me to the 
White House for the several conferences, and President Ford was gracious 
to address my organization last June - - the highlight of the meeting. 
We honored Julie Eisenhower and Nancy Hanks during that same week. 
I have borrithe Republican label unchangingly from 1954 to the present. 
Really, it was earlier than that. I have supported the Party across this 
country because I am a speaker very much in demand. Mr. Aaron Spaulding 
will attest to this. But the people who carry the message are not 
awarded with the .full-time positions. 

My best wishes to you in all your endeavors. 

Sincerely yours, 

jft& S. u tJ-.. 

Helen G. Fnmonds 
University Distinguished Professor in History 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON TWENTIETH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY JULY 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 1976 

THEME: 
"IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE" 





( Updated as of J .u n e I·, I 9 7 5 ) 

Helen G, Edmonds, A,B., M.A., Ph,D., LL.D., L.H.D. 
University Distinguished Professor of History 
North Carolina Central University 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 

Educational Training: 

1954 - 1955 

I 941 - I 946 

1936 - 1938 

1931 - 1933 

1929 - 1931 

1925 - 1929 

1919 - 1925 

Pos -doctoral study and research in Modern European 
History, University of Heidelberg, West Germany. 

Ph.D., History, The Ohio State University, Columbus, 
Ohio. 

M. A. , History , The Ohio State University, Columbus , 
Ohio. 

A.B. , History, Morgan State University, Baltimore, 
Maryland . 

Saint Paul's College, Lawrencevi I le, Virginia (two
year college at that time). 

High School Diploma: The Co llege Preparatory Schoo l 
of Saint Paul's Normal and Industrial Institute 
(later named Saint Paul's College), Lawrencevi I le, 
Virginia. 

Elementary and Grammar School: Parochial School of 
Saint Paul ' s Normal and Industrial Institute, 
Lawrencevi I le, Virginia. 

Honorary Degrees: 

1975 Doctor of Humane Letters (L.H.D.). Conferred by Shaw 
College at Detroit, Detroit , Michigan, May 11 . 

1958 Doctor of Laws CLL.D.). Conferred by Morgan State 
University, Baltimore, Maryland, June 12. 

University Honors.: 

1962 

19 5 9 

1956 

Kappa Delta Pi Honorary Education Society, Epsi Ion 
Nu Chapter, Wi 11 imantic State College , Connecticut, 
April 5. 

A I p h a P h i Gamm a lfo t i o n a I F r a t e r n i t y o f J o u r n a I i s m , 
Central State University, Wilberforce, Ohio, 
February 12. 

Pi Gamma Mu National Social Science Honorary Society, 
North Carolina Delta Chapter, North Carolina Central 
University. 
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Helen G. Edmonds, A.B., M.A., Ph.D., .L.D., L.H.D. 
University Distinguished Professor of History 
North Carolina Central University 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 

University Honors cont'd. 

1941 

1938 

Alpha Kappa Delta Honorary Sociology Fraternity, 
Ohio Gamma Chapter, The Ohio State University. 

Phi Alpha Theta National Historical Honorary Society, 
Zeta Chapter, The Ohio State University. 

Listed in: Directory of American Scholars 
Who's Who Amons American Women 
Presidents and Deans of American Col le es 
Who s Who 1n America, 35th edition, p. 659. 

Educational Employment Experiences in the United States: 

1971 -

1964 - 1971 

1968 - 1974 

1966 - 1967 

1963 - 1964 

1958 - 1960 

1948 - 1964 

1941 - 1948 

1940 

University Distinguished Professor of History (Title 
c9nferred by the Board of Trustees of the North Carolina 
Central University, Durham, North Carolina. January. 

Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 
North Carolina Central Uni versity, Durham, N. C. 

Visiting Summer Professor of History, Portland State 
University, Portland, Oregon. 

Member of the Interim Committee (three) in Charge 
of the Administration of North Carolina Central 
University, Durham, N. C., February 1966-July 1967. 

Chairman, Department of History and Social Science, 
North Carolina Central University, Durham, N. C. 

Executive Director of the Academic Celebration of 
the Fiftieth Anniversary of North Carolina Central 
University, Durham, N. C. 

Graduate Professor of History, North Carolina Central 
University, Durham, N. C. 

Professor of History, North Carolina Central 
University, Durham, N. C. 

Consultant, Social Science, The Virginia State Depart
ment of Education . Summer. 
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Helen G. dmond~, A.G., M.A., Ph,D., LL,D., L.H.D. 
University Distinguished Professor of History 
IJorth Ca rolina Central University 
Durham, tforth Caro I i na 27707 

Educational Employment Experiences in the United States cont'd. 

1935 - 1940 

1934 - 1935 

Publications: 

1971 

1970 

1962 

1956 

1951 

194 9 

1946 

1939 

1939 

Instructor, History, Saint Paul's College, Lawrence
v i I I e, Virginia. 

Dean of Women, Professor of Greek and Latin, Virginia 
Seminary and College, Lynchburg, Virginia. 

Black Fa~es in High Places, Harcourt, Brace and 
Jovanovich, New York City. 

"Establishing a Framework for Youth Participation in 
the International Community," the Official Weekly 
Record of United States Foreign Po1 icy, The Department 
of State Bui letin, Vol. LXI 11, N"o. 1637, November 9. 

Ahpropriate Directions for the Modern College in the 
C al lenging New Educational Era, Seeman Printery, 
Durham, North Carolina. 

"Education in Human Relations," Annual Bulletin, 
Association of Secondary Sc hools and Colleges. 

The Negro and Fusion Politics in N9rth Carolina, 
University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hi I I, North 
Carolina. <Listed among The One Hundred Outstanding 
Books about North Carolina, compiled by Richard 
Walsen, Professor of English, and Hugh T. Lefler, 
Professor of History. Statement issued by The 
University of North Carolina Press, October, 1956. 

"Whither Goest St. Paul's College"? Southern Missioner. 

"Tarrying by the Stuff," Morgan State College Bui letin. 

A Half Century of Negro Education under the Influence 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 1888-1938, The 
Southern Missioner. (Monograph) 

Syllabu s for the Study of Negro History in the Hi~h 
Schools of Virginia. (Issued for use in fhe St. aul 
Normal and Industrial School. Used a s resource 
material by the Core Planning Committee of the 
Virginia State Department of Education, Wi I I iamsburg, 
Virginia, Summer, 1940.) 
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~lelen G. Edmonds, A,B., M.A., Ph.D., LL.D., L.H.D. 
1iversity Distirguished Professor of History 

North Carolina Central Lniversity 
CL.:rham, North Carol i'la 27707 

Pub I ications cont'a. 

1938 "Corterrporary 
Drarratis+-s, 11 

ussiQ through the Eyes of the 
Delta Sisma Theta Bui letin. 

Historical Pageants written and produced: 

1949 

1947 

1946 

l938 

he ~istory of the White Rock Baptist Church, Durham, 
, •• , 1882-1949. (Celebration of the Seventy-fifth 
Anniversary.) 

The Yistory of the Sair.t Joseph African Methodist 
lpiscopal Church, Durham, N. C., 1867-1947. (Celebra
tion of the Eightiet~ Anniversary.) 

The Life of Dr. JaMes E. Shepard and the History of 
the 1'-lortn Carolina College, 1910-1946. 

Ar Aaventure in ~aiTn: The history of Saint Paul's 
Norma I Schoo I, 1888-1938. 

Fellowships and Grants for Advanced Study and Historical Research: 

1970 - 1971 

1969 - 1970 

1959 - 1955 

1948 

194"3 - 194? 

National Foundation for the Humanities, Senior Fellow. 

SoL.thern Fellowships F..ind, Incorporated. Research 
grant. 

fund for the A vancement of Education (ford Foundation). 
Post-doc oral st~dy and research, University of 
Heidelberg, es Germa y. 

Carne~ie fund, Grant-in-Aid. Research grant. 

Gereral Education Board (Rockefeller 
Advanced study 01 the Ph.D. degree. 

~lembership and Office-holding in Professional Orsanizations: 

Amer.can Historical Asso iation. Member. 
Associatio'l for the S+udy of Negro Life and History. 

~ember, LXecutive Counci I. 
Association of Social Science Teachers. Member. 
Counci I of Graduate Schools of the United States. 

Member. 





1 

-5-

Helen G. Edmonds, A.B., M.A., Ph.D., LL.D., L.H.D. 
Univers ity Distinguished Professor of Hi story 
~orth Carolina Central University 
Durham , North Carolina 27707 

Membership and Office-holding in Professional Organizations cont'd. 

National Association of College Deans and 
Registrars. Member. 

Nationa l Education Association. Life member. 
North Carolina Association of Academic Deans. Member. 
Org anization of American Historians. Member. 
Southern Historical Association. Member . 

Unique Educational and Historical Experiences: 

1975 - 1981 

1974 

1972 - 1973 

1970 - 1974 

1970 

1969 

Mo9 - 1911 

19158 

1967 - 1969 

1973 - 1976 

Appointment to the North Carolina Historical 
Commission by Governor James E. Holshouser . May 23. 

National Chairman, Humanities Bi-Centennial Celebra 
tion under the auspices of The Association for the 
Study of Afro-American Life and History (The Carter 
G. Woodson Organization). 

Member, Board of Trustees, The Washington Technical 
Institute , Washington, D. C. <Appointed by the 
President of the United States.) 

Member , Board of Visitors, Voorhees College, Denmark, 
South Carolina . 

Member , Committee of Examiners: The College Board's 
College - Level Examination Program (CLEP), Educational 
Testing Service. Princeton , New Jersey. 

Panel of Graduate School Deans for Graduate Education 
in the Humanities: A Study Project by the Counci I of 
Graduate Schools of the United States. Sponsored by 
the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

Member , Board of Trustees, Saint Paul's College, 
Lawrencevi I le, Virginia. 

Southern Fe I I owsh i ps Fund, Incorporated. Member, 
Board of Directors. 

Member , Executive Committee of the Duke University
North Carolina Central University Inter-ins titutional 
Cooperation Committee. 

Member, National Advisory Council to Education Professions 
Developnent (EPDA), HEW - USOE 
Vice C'hainnan, 1975-1976 

I 
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Helen G. Edmonds, A,B., M.A., Ph.D., LL,D,, L.H.D. 
University Distinguished Professor of History 
North Carolina Central University 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 

Unique Educational and Historical Experiences cont'd. 

1966 - 1967 

1960 - 1962 

Graduate School Examiner for the Accreditation 
Committee of the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools. 

Member, The College Preparatory Center Project (Educa
tional Improvement Program -- Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools), 

Unique Civic Experiences: 

1970 - 1974 

1970 - 1972 

1970 -

1968 - 1969 

1967 - 1968 

1967 - 1968 

1955 -

193 1 -

National President, The Links, Incorporated (a 
women's pub I ic service organization with 126 chapters 
in 34 states and the District of Columbia). July I. 

Member, Board of Directors, The Association for the 
North Carolina Regional Medical Program. (H.E.W.) 

Member, Board of Directors and Educational Consultant, 
National Counci I of Women of the United States of 
America, New York City (a women's pub I ic service 
organization). 

Member, Pub I le Health Services' National Advisory 
Counci I of Regional Medical Programs (National 
Institutes of Health: Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare). 

Member, Board of Directors, Durham CN.C.) United Fund. 

Member, Durham (N.C.) Community Planning Counci I. 

National Council of Negro Women (Life Membership 
Gui Id). 

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated (a women's 
public service organization). · 

Educational Honors and Awards: 

1975 Recipient of The 01 iver Max Gardner Award "To that 
member of the faculty of the Consolidated University 
of North Carolina (sixteen state-supported universities), 
who during the current scholastic year, has made the 
greatest contribution to the welfare of the human 
race." Tendered by the Board of Governors of The 
University of North Carolina, Ch a pel Hi 11. May 9. 
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Helen G. Edmonds, A.B., M.A., Ph.D., LL.D., L.H.D. 
University Distinguished Professor of History 
North Carolina Central University 
Durh am, North Carolina 27707 

Educational Honors and Awards cont'd. 

1974 

1972 

1971 

1967 

1967 

Certificate of Appreciation for Loyal Support and 
Participation in the National Grants-in-Aid Projects, 
The Links, Incorporated, 1970-1974, Washington, D. C. 
June 28. 

Distinguished Trustee Award: "In recognition of 
distinguished service to Saint Paul's College and 
the Alumni Association; Excellence in Professional 
Leadership and Dedication to Humanitarian Endeavors. 
Tendered by the Saint Pau I 1 s Co I I ege A I umn i 
Association. October 21. 

University Distinguished Professor of History. 
Conferred by the Board of Trustees of the North 
Carolina Central University. January. 

A Resolution of the Board of Trustees of the North 
Carolina Central University. "Expression of Apprecia
tion for Service of The Interim Committee in 
Administering the Institution (February I, 1966 -
June 30 , 1067). July, 1967. 

Recognition for Distinguished Service by the Faculty 
of the North Carolina Central University for interim · 
administration of the University (one of a Committee 
of three, February I, 1966 - June 20, 1967). May 5. 

Civic Honors and Awards: 

1975 

1975 

1975 

Ombudswoman Award conferred by the National Association 
of Negro Business and Professional Women Clubs, Inc. 
April 20 . 

Award: "For Outstanding Contributions to National 
and International Affairs." Tendered by the Durham, 
North Carolina, Chapter of The Links, Incorporated. 
Apri I 12. 

Certificate of Recognition: "In testimony of the 
gratitude and appreciation of the people of Detroit, 
Michigan , for outstanding contribution to the goals 
of Christianity and Community Good ." Tendered by the 
Detroit City Counci I. March 15. 
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Helen G. Edmonds, A.B., M.A., Ph.D., LL.D., L.H.D. 
University Distinguished Professor of History 
North Carolina Central University 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 

Civic Honors and Awards cont'd. 

1972 

1972 

1972 

1965 

1958 

Honorary Citizen of New Orleans, Louisiana, the 
International City. Conferred by The Honorable Moon 
Landrieu, Mayor. June 28. 

Special Tribute from The Honorable Wi I I iam G. 
Mi 11 iken, Governor of the State of Michigan, "In 
testimony to a rich educational background and under
standing of humanity enabling the honoree to contri
bute constructively to the betterment of our society." 
May I 8. 

Resolution by the President and the City Councilmen 
of the City of Los Angeles, State of California, 
"Commendation for many achievements in various 
fields." Apri I 21. 

"The Georgia P. Schanck Woman of the Year Award," 
Southern Area of The Links, Incorporated, Greenvi I le, 
South Carolina. April 23. 

Woman of the Year Award for Outstanding Achievement 
in Education and Civic fields, Bachelor Benedict's 
Club, Norfolk, Virginia. June 13. 

"Keys to the City": 

1975 Key to the City of West Palm Beach, Florida, tendered 
by The Honorable Richard Lynn, Mayor. Apri I 20. 

1972 Key to the City of Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
tendered by The Honorable John H. Hester, Atlanti c 
County Commissioner. June 28. 

1968 Key to the City of Columbia, South Carolina, tendered 
by the Mayor, Apri I 27. 

~xperiences in International Affairs: 

1974 Member, Committee on American-Soviet Relations. 

1972 - 1974 Member, Advisory Council to the Bureau of International 
Organizations, U. S. State Department. 

~· 
Q _, 
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Helen G. Edmonds, A.B., M,A,, Ph.D., LL,D., L.H.D. 
University Distinguished Professor of History 
Nor t h Carolina Central University 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 

Experiences in International Affairs cont'd. 

1971 - 1973 Member, Social Science Advisory Board to the United 
States Arms Control and Disarmament Agency. U. S. 
State Department. 

1971 Participant, The International Conference, Mount 
Carmel International Centre for Community Services, 
H~ifa, Israel, March. Theme: "The Changing Needs 
in the Education of Women in the Second Development 
Decade (1970-1980)." 

1970 

1970 

1961 

1957 

Guest of the Israeli Foreign Ministry in a post
conference visit, Examination of major educational 
institutions, 

United States Alternate Delegate to th e General 
Assembly of the United Nations, September 13 -
December 18. Headed the United States Delegation 
on the Third Committee on the United Nations General 
Assembly for the period stated above. 

Member of the Peace Corps National Advisory Counci I 
(Agency currently termed ACTION). 

United States Delegate to the Eighth National confer
ence of the United States Commission on UNESCO, 
October 22-27, Boston, Mass. Theme: "Africa and 
the United States - Images and Realities." 

Personal Representative of President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower to the dedication ceremonies of the 
Liberian Capitol, Monrovia, Liberia, West Africa, 
October 10-18, Addressed the Assembled Liberian 
Government at the ceremonies, De Ii vered seven major 
addresses in that country: 

I, The University of Monrovia 
2. University of Liberia 
3. The Antoinette Tubman Orphanage 
4. The Booker T. Washington School, Kakata 
5. Saint Patrick School: United Nations Day Addre ss 
6, Saint Teresa's Convent: United Nations Day Addre ss 
7. The Monrovia Y,W,C.A. 
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Helen G. Edmonds, A.B., M,A., Ph.D., LL.D., L.H.D. 
University Distinguished Professor of History 
lfo rt h Ca r o I i n a Ce n t r a I U n i v e rs i t y 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 

Experiences in International Affairs cont'd. 

1957 Leader-Specialist under the auspices of the U, S. 
State Department in the International Educational 
Exchange Program in Austria, Denmark, France, 
Germany, and Sweden. Six months: January 15 -
June 15. 

1955 Leader-Spec i a Ii st in Germany under the auspices of 
the U. S. State Department, March - August. 

*1974 Board Member, Pan American Foundation. October 23 . 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date: Noyembgr 14, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: J 'IS 

FROM: WILLIAM W. NICHOLSON 

SUBJECT: 

The attached is for your 

:rhank you. 



THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF AFRO-AMERICAN LIFE AND HISTORY, INC. 
The Association for the Study of Negro Life and History, Inc .. Division 

The Associated Publishers. Inc., Division 
1401 Fourteenth Street, N.W. Washington. 0 . C., 20005 202-667-2822 

!. 

1~cn · 

I' I • 

Mr. William Nicholas 
The President's Scheduler 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Nicholas: 

T{D -. 
November 13, 1975 J.f!="f>!J•-E BO. __ 

r': '!':! RECEfVEJ.: 

p-v i. 'I. 1975 

The purpose of this letter seeks to call to your attention 
a factor which concerns greatly The Association for the Study 
of Afro-American Life and History. We have noted from time to 
time that in the visits of the Presidents of the United States 
to foreign countries, o£ten there have been scholars, leaders 
of national organizations, representatives from the private 
sector of the economy, etc. On President Ford's forthcoming 
visit to The Peoples Republic of China, The Associqtion for 
the Study of Afro-American Life and History asks that you give 
most serious consideration to Dr. J. Rupert Picott, our most 
distinguished Executive Director of the Association as one of 
the persons be included in the entourage. 

The Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and 
History is the oldest and most scholarly organization in 
American life. Founded in 1915 by Carter G. Woodson, Doctor 
of Philosophy from Harvard University, the Association has 
continuously issued quarterly The Journal of Negro !!,i.story, 
and since 1936, the monthly Negro History Bulletin. Its member
ship is comprised of 1,000 trained historians, some of whom 
have written the basic books on Afro-American life. There is 
no major library in the American university system which does 
not have full sets of these materials. 

Edgar A. Toppin J Rup~rt P1cott Charles Wa.ker Thomas 



Mr. William Nicholas 
Page 2 
November 13, 1975 

We feel that it is highly important that peoples 
beyond our shores know what we already know, that the 
American society comprises many scholarly and contributing 
ethnic groups. Our basic pride in being the written 
preservers of the Afro-American heritage against the back
drop of our national heritage prompts the desire that the 
Peoples Republic of China see the living evidence. 

I do hope that you will give this consideration. If 
this letter belongs on another's desk, kindly acknowledge 
and forward the same. 

cc: Dr. J. Rupert Picott's vita 

HGE:ec 

Respect fully yours, 

Helen G. Edmonds, Ph.D. 
National Chairman 
The Humanities Bicentennial 

Celebration of The 
Association for the Study 
of Afro-American Life and 
History 
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Dr. J. Rupert Picott 
Executive Director 
ASALH Headquarters 
1401-14th Street, N. W. 
Washingtcn, D.C. 20005 

I 
I 
I 

\ 
I 

• 



J. RUPERT PIGOTT 

Place of Birth 

Suffolk, Virginia 

EDUCATIONAL TRAINING 

Educational training secured at Virginia Union University (B .S. and D. Pd. degrees), 
Virginia State College {LL. D) and Hampton Institute in Virginia; Temple University, 
(M. Ed. degree) Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; New York University, New York City; 
University of Virginia, Charlottesville; and Harvard University, Cambridge, Massa
chusetts. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

High school teacher in South Boston and Newport News, Virginia, principal of an 
elementary school of 900 pupils in Newport News, Virginia and college teacher at 
Hampton Institute . 

Served on the staff of two newspapers, including the well-known Journal and Guide 
.(A..ssociate Editor and Branch Manager) , which has nationwide circulation. 

Executiv·~ Secretary (1944-66) of the Virginia Teachers Association, Richmond and editor 
of the Association's publications, including the VTA Bulletin. The VTA was the official 
professional organization of ten thousand teachers in the public and private schools of 
the Commonwealth. 

:Chairman of the Survey Committee which in 1950 prepared an exhaustive report of the 
entire public school system of Durham, North Carolina and chairman of the Committee 
which in 1951 made a survey and prepared a report of th~ entire public school system 
in Wilmington, North Carolina . 

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION 

Presbyterian; Elder and Clerk of Session, All Souls Presbyterian Church, Richmond, 
1954-57 and 1958-61. Elder 1970-73 and Member , New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Washington, D. C. 

ARTICLES 

Author of numerous articles on education.and other topics which have appeared in Phi 
pe!ta Kappan, Journal of Negro Education, The Negro Educational Review, the Sphinx-
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity magazine and other national, state and local public~~~'ls. . ( . / 
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Education Association-American Teachers Association Joint Committee; President (1963-
64), American Teachers Association; Chairman (1949-58), National Council of State Teache 
Associations (an organization of educational officials in seventeen southern states from 
Maryland to Texas); former National President, now member, Executive Committee, Nation.: 
Alumni Association of Virgini~ Union University; former member of the Board of Trustees, 
Virginia Union University, Richmond; Eastern Vice President, Area-Atlantic Seaboard States 
from Maine to and including Virginia (1956-59}, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity; National Pres
ident, The Association for the Study of Negro Life and History; member, Board of Advisory 
Editors, The Negro Educational Review; member, Virginia Statewide Committee, United 
Negro College Fund; Chairman, Richmond Committee, National Student Scholarship Ser
vices Fund; member (1964-67), Board of Directors, Southern Area Council, National YMCA; 
Treasurer and member (1964-67) , Executive Committee, Virginia Council on Human Relatior 
member , Permanent Committee on Christian Relations, Presbyterian Church in the United 
States; member, Commission on Religion and Race , The United Presbyterian Church, USA; 
member, Board of Directors, Central Virginia Educational Television; member (1964-66), 
Virginia (Statewide) Independent Voters League . 

In Richmond: former Division Chairman , American National Red Cross campaign; Area 
Chairman (1960-64) , Richmond Community Chest Drive; former Vice President , Richmond 
Branch, Virginia Council on Human Relations; Chairman, 1955 Membership Campaign 
Leigh Street YMCA; Chairman (1960-62), Board of Management Leigh Street YMCA; member 
(1965-67), Board of Managers, Metropolitan Division, YMCA of Richmond; Past Chairman, 
Richmond Business and Professional Council; former member, Board of Directors, Richmon( 
Educational Therapy Center; member (1958-67) , Board of Directors, Richmond Friends As
sociation for Children; Chairman , Advisory Committee, Richmond Housing Authority; 
Chairman, 1959 Together Plan, Richmond Boy Scouts Committee; member, Board of Directo1 
Richmond Utban League; former member, Board of Directors and Chairman, Education Comrr 
tee, Richmond Branch, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People; membe 
Central Richmond Association. 

MEMBERSHIPS 

Member of the American Association of School Administrators; life member of the National 
Education Association and life member of the American Teachers Association; member, 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity; member, Alpha Beta Boule, Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity; Life membe1 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. Membership is held also in 
many other national District of Columbia and Virginia organizations. 

DELEGATE 

Official delegate of the Commonwealth of Virginia by appointment of Governor of Virginia 
to the 1950 White House Conference on Children and Youth, Washington, D. C., called 
by President Harry S. Truman. Official delegate of the Commonwealth of Virginia by ap
pointment of the Governor of Virginia to the 1955 and 1960 White House Conferen.:::e on 
Children and Youth, Washington, D.C., called by President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
Shared in White House Conference on Education, July 1965, called by Presid~0Lyndon 
B. Johnson. · < 
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SPECIAL 

Member, Mayor's Committee on Human Relations, Richmond, 1960-61; Chairman, Richmond 
Citizens Advisory Committee (RCAC) -- formed to provide financial and other support to 
local college student-initiated segregation protest movement. Chairman, Survey Committee 
which in 1950 prepared an exhaustive report of the entire public school system of Durham, 
North Carolina; Chairman of the Committee which in 1951 made a survey and prepared a 
report of the entire public school system in Wilmington, North Carolina. 

LEGAL 

Chief Plaintiff: J. Rupert Picott et als versus City of Richmond, Virginia, et als:, in which 
the Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals on September 11, 1963 enjoined segregation on the 
basis of race in public ass~mbly at the Mosque - city owned auditorium. 

TRAVEL 

Within U , S • A. 

Upon invitations , addresses have been delivered to audiences in most major cities of the 
United States • 

Outside U. S. A. 

In Benr.uda, June 1957, at the invitation of the Governor and Colonial Parliament of the 
Island, delivered addresses to the graduating classes of three secondary schools, to a 
citizens public meeting and to the Bermuda Union of Teachers; July-August 195 7, served 
a s conductor for a Study Tour of Europe and visited eight countries and two principalities 
in the Old World -- France , England, the Nether lands, Belgium, Germany, Switzerland, 
Austria, Italy, Monaco, and the Vatican City; April 1958 served as leader for a Study Tour 
group in Cuba; May 1959 visited and spoke to the Mexican-American Citizens groups in 
Mexico City, D.F . ; July-Aug~st 1961, Official Delegate of the American Teachers Associa
tion in conferences with national groups in countries 'Round-the-World' and in the Tenth 
Annual Session of the World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching: Pr~fessio!l, 
New Delhi , India. Conducted survey of teachers associations in fourteen countries of 
Africa, May-June 1963 for the World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Pro
fession and visited countries: Senegal Republic, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ghana, Nigeria, 
Republic of the Congo, Tanganyika, Ruanda Urundi, Uganda, Kenya, Zanzibar, Ethiopia, 
Sudan, U .A . R. (Egypt); official NEA delegate and assistant director American delegation, 
twelfth annual session of the World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Pro
fession , Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and visits to Lima, Peru; Santiago, Chile; Buenos Aires, 
.Argentina; Brasilia, Brazil; Panama, Canal Zone, August 1963; Official NEA an American 
Teachers Association delegate thirteenth annual session World Confederation of Organ
izations of the Teaching Profession, Paris, France, August 1964. 

/ 
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HONORS 

In 1950, selected by the Afro-American newspaper as one of the ten outstanding Virginians 
for that year. Awarded plaque (1962) by Hanover County Virginia Teachers Association for 
"unprecedented service to the teachers of Virginia." Awarded a citation (May 1954) by the 
New York City Intercultural Educational Fund for "leadership in human relations in the Soutl 
Presented a citation (October 1955) by the Virginia Teachers Association for "distinguished 
leadership of the teachers of Virginia and the South. 11 Given p~aque (August 1957) by the 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Los Angeles, California, for "educational attainments, inspi
rational fraternalism and exemplary administration. 11 Awarded plaque (February 1961) by 
Richmond Business Professional Council for "exceptional business and professional leader
ship." Chosen 11 Man-of-the Year" and presented certificate for outstanding leadership in 
human relations program by Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Richmond (October 1961). Presented 
plaque (January 1962) by Richmond Civic Council for "meritorious leadership in civic affair 
and in human Relation . 11 Awarded plaque {March 1963) by Metropolitan Richmond Young Me 
Christian Association - 11 1962 Layman of the Year. 11 Awarded (February 1965) Certificate oi 
Appreciation, Downtown Jaycees, Washington, D . C . Given Past President's citation of 
:Eastern Region, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, New York, N • Y. , April 19 73 • 

LISTINGS 

Listed in Who's Who in_}!llerica 1974-1975; Who's Who in Commerce and Industry; Who's 
Who in Colored America; and Who's Who in American Education. 

MARITAL STATUS 
. 

Married to the former Altia E. Hodges of Washington, D. C. Two sons, J. Rupert Jr. , a 
student enrolled in the University of Paris, France and Hodges, in the U. S. Air Force. 

PRESENT POSITION 

Executive Director, The Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History, Inc., 
1401 Fourteenth Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 20005. 

Waterside Towers, Apartment 811 
907 Sixth Street, S. W . 
Washington D. C. 20024 

800 Edge Hill Road 
Richmond Virginia 23222 

HOME ADDRESSES 

District of Columbia 

Virginia 



~~11 
~MEMORANDUM GENERAL 

//llR-k NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

November 18, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR BILL NICHOLSON 

FROM: f1 Jeanne W. Davi'['ff 

SUBJECT: )<Association for the Study of Afro-American 
Life &: History Request to Send Representative to PRC 
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February Z7 • 1976 

Dear Mrs. Edmonda: 

Tha.nk you for your recent letter recommending 
Mrs. Pearl C. Bracket:!_ !or appoiAtmeat to 
the National Advbory Council for EducatioA. 
Profea sions • Development. 

We will sooA be reviewing name• of those 
lntere1ted in and qualified for appointment 
to this important Council, and you may be 
assured that Mrs. Brackett will receive 
every consideration. 

With beat wlshea, 

Sincerely. 

Douglaa P. BeAnett 
Director 
Presidential Personnel Office 

Dr. Helen G.1Edmonds 
Box 3 
Durham, N th Carolina 27702 

DPB:LF:msp 
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